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Hi Janet! Twelfth was such a fun, nail-biting mystery that kept 
us guessing at every turn. What was the inspiration behind 
this story? Thank you! Writing all those twists and turns is hard 
work for a writer, so it’s very exciting when people tell me 
they enjoyed it or were surprised! That said, the inspiration 
was deceptively simple: I was rereading a Shakespeare play 
and remembering how, when I was younger, the work of 
understanding the language felt like discovering or uncovering 
something special, like a treasure hunt; then I thought, Well, 
what if there really were clues to a treasure buried in a 
Shakespeare play…? Fast forward many, many years later, and 
here’s Twelfth! In a lot of ways, I was also trying to write a book 
for my younger self – not just because I loved the theater, but 
because I always liked the books that were full of quests and 
puzzles that required brains and bravery, drew from history, and 
had a happy ending.

You seem to know a lot about theater life! Did you ever attend 
a theater camp growing up? Funnily enough, I never attended 
a sleep-away camp like Maren does at Camp Goodman! But, 
starting even earlier than Maren, I was very involved in my 
local theater – in community productions, as a day camper, 
and later as a theater major at an arts magnet high school. 
Like Goodman’s, these programs could be challenging and 
demanding, and we were always crunched for time, but I’m still 
so grateful that I got to go through all the awkward puberty stuff 
in a place where I was allowed to fully embrace my inner geek. 
During that time, my love of performing led me to writing plays, 
which branched out to writing stories and novels and other 
types of scripts, and eventually I even taught drama and writing 
at several different camps and schools, so I’ve learned the in’s 
and out’s from many different angles!
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