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Hello Melissa! J.R. Silver Writes Her World is such a heartfelt and 
relatable story. Where did the idea for this book come from and how 
did it change as you wrote it? The idea for J.R. Silver has actually 
been with me since fourth grade, when my teacher had a collection 
of illustrated magazine covers that she handed out as inspiration for 
creative writing assignments. J.R. Silver puts a magical twist on that 
process and adds the challenge of evolving friendships that many kids 
experience a bit later in middle school. 
 
My original vision for the story had J.R. trying to reconnect with her 
best friend, Violet, by solving a mystery together, an art heist of sorts. 
And it didn’t work! I tried and tried until finally my publisher, Christy 
Ottaviano, gently suggested that it was time to move on. As a 
debut author, this was my first opportunity to see how a book comes 
together, and it’s truly a team effort with lots of behind-the-scenes 
partners making invaluable contributions to the process. The book has 
changed so much over time, although funny enough, excluding a 
brief attempt at a prologue, the opening line has stayed pretty much 
the same.
 
Which of the characters was your favorite to write? This is a tough one! 
J.R. is near and dear to my heart, and I had fun writing Tommy with all 
of his quips. But my favorite character to write may have been Violet. 
J.R.’s struggles with Violet are difficult, and sometimes even painful. 
But I wanted readers to see the warmth, strength, and vitality that 
make her a friend worth fighting for.
 
You really made New York City come to life in this book! Why did you 
choose it as the setting for J.R’s story? Thank you! In many ways, J.R. 
Silver is an homage to a 1967 novel called From the Mixed-Up Files of 
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, by E.L. Konigsburg. It’s a story about a brother 
and sister who run away from home and hide out at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in Manhattan. They bond in the process, in part through 
solving a mystery at the museum, which is why I originally conceived 
of the plot as involving a heist. Even without that piece, the Met and 
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