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Hi Greg! Fenris & Mott was so much fun to read and is an incredible 
way to introduce young readers to Norse mythology. What 
inspired you to write this story? In fifth grade we did a little unit on 
mythology and the Norse myths were my favorites. They were the 
funniest, the weirdest, they had the most swords, and they seemed 
like things that could still be happening somewhere in the world. I 
started thinking about what it would be like if Ragnarok, the Norse 
myth about the end of the universe, was happening now, and I 
borrowed my favorite character from Ragnarok -- Fenris, the moon-
eating wolf -- and combined those elements with a story about a 
girl who has to keep Fenris away from harm. Mixing ancient tales 
from the past with modern settings and events and characters just 
seemed like too much fun to pass up.

Which scene was your favorite to write? I enjoyed writing the scene 
where Mott, a modern girl and Thrudi, a Valkyrie warrior, have 
a sleepover. I like having strangers become friends, especially 
if they’re very different people from one another. For example, 
Mott didn’t grow up fighting monsters, and Thrudi’s never had hot 
chocolate, but it turns out they really like each other and become 
quick pals. 

If you could choose any mythical creature to be your pet, which 
one would you pick? I have to go with Fenris because I love dogs, 
and puppies are so cute, even when they’re chewing through your 
phone charger cable or destroying all life as we know it. 
 
We loved how you used the myth of Ragnarok as a parallel to 
climate change in our own world. How are you hoping this message 
will resonate with your readers? I try not to write messages in my 
books, but I do like posing questions. When I was writing scenes 
about Ragnarok and extreme weather and global destruction, I 
started asking myself questions, and one of the biggest ones was 
who holds the power in our reality to keep harming our environment 
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