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Hi Deva! Reading The Mirrorwood was like picking up a classic 
fairy tale that was completely turned on its head. There were 
so many fun and surprising twists! Where did the idea for 
this story come from? The first spark that ultimately became 
The Mirrorwood was the fairytale of Sleeping Beauty, and 
daydreaming about a genderbent version in which the sleeper 
was a prince and the person doing the saving was a brave girl 
who entered the cursed, thorn-bound land. I love fairy tales, but 
I also like to subvert expectations, so the final story isn’t really a 
strict retelling. When I started chasing that original gleam of an 
idea, I quickly found Fable and Moth (Moth was very determined 
to make himself known, in typical feline fashion). It took me a bit 
longer to figure out why Fable goes into the Mirrorwood, though. 
She actually started off as a sort of con artist who pretended 
to be other people! It was only later that I realized she was 
actually Blighted by the curse of the Mirrorwood to have no true 
face of her own. That then led me to Vycorax, the apprentice 
Blighthunter who starts off as Fable’s enemy, only to become 
an uneasy ally when they both find themselves trapped in the 
cursed forest.

Which scene was your favorite to write? Which was the most 
challenging? My favorite scene to write was the blighted library! 
As a reader myself, I can’t resist libraries, especially magical 
ones. I had so much FUN brainstorming what you might find in 
a library that had been struck by a magical curse, like flying 
books that drink ink, and staircases that turn upside down, and a 
librarian who is lighter than air.

The most challenging was probably the very beginning. I kept 
trying to start with Fable already on the run, struggling to survive 
and stay out of the clutches of the Blighthunters. But it just wasn’t 
working! Eventually I realized that I really needed to begin with 
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