
www.owlcratejr.com





INTERVIEW WITH THE AUTHOR

2

Hello Melissa! J.R. Silver Writes Her World is such a heartfelt and 
relatable story. Where did the idea for this book come from and how 
did it change as you wrote it? The idea for J.R. Silver has actually 
been with me since fourth grade, when my teacher had a collection 
of illustrated magazine covers that she handed out as inspiration for 
creative writing assignments. J.R. Silver puts a magical twist on that 
process and adds the challenge of evolving friendships that many kids 
experience a bit later in middle school. 
 
My original vision for the story had J.R. trying to reconnect with her 
best friend, Violet, by solving a mystery together, an art heist of sorts. 
And it didn’t work! I tried and tried until finally my publisher, Christy 
Ottaviano, gently suggested that it was time to move on. As a 
debut author, this was my first opportunity to see how a book comes 
together, and it’s truly a team effort with lots of behind-the-scenes 
partners making invaluable contributions to the process. The book has 
changed so much over time, although funny enough, excluding a 
brief attempt at a prologue, the opening line has stayed pretty much 
the same.
 
Which of the characters was your favorite to write? This is a tough one! 
J.R. is near and dear to my heart, and I had fun writing Tommy with all 
of his quips. But my favorite character to write may have been Violet. 
J.R.’s struggles with Violet are difficult, and sometimes even painful. 
But I wanted readers to see the warmth, strength, and vitality that 
make her a friend worth fighting for.
 
You really made New York City come to life in this book! Why did you 
choose it as the setting for J.R’s story? Thank you! In many ways, J.R. 
Silver is an homage to a 1967 novel called From the Mixed-Up Files of 
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, by E.L. Konigsburg. It’s a story about a brother 
and sister who run away from home and hide out at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in Manhattan. They bond in the process, in part through 
solving a mystery at the museum, which is why I originally conceived 
of the plot as involving a heist. Even without that piece, the Met and 
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CREATIVITY CORNERthe neighborhood around the museum remain central to J.R.’s story. 
I also happen to live in New York City, and one especially fun part of 
writing the book was wandering around the museum to find galleries 
and works of art to incorporate into J.R.’s adventures. I adore the way 
that Chelen Écija brings readers even closer to those places through 
her interior illustrations.
 
What kind of story would your younger self want to write into reality? 
When I was in fourth grade with my own magazine assignments, I 
loved dancing and spent a lot of time in ballet class. If I’d written 
stories into reality back then, I think that interest would have 
dominated, and I would have liked to see myself on pointe, in a tutu, 
being twirled by a partner in the middle of the stage. I will tell you, 
my skills never progressed that far—it would really have taken some 
magic to get me there!

Loved J.R. Silver Writes Her World? 
Try these great reads next!

OwlCrate Jr.
Exclusive Cover

Regular Cover

Join the OwlCrate Jr BOOK CLUB READ-ALONG at owlcratejr.com!

melissadassori.com

@melissadassoriauthor

@mdassori
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Hi Michelle! Can you tell us a bit about 
yourself and how you became a graphic 
designer? Hi friends! Growing up I enjoyed all 
art-related things and in high school discovered 
graphic design. I had an instant connection with 
the medium and knew that’s what I wanted  
to pursue in college. Now I’m a freelance 
designer and work on a wide variety of projects 
including magazine layouts, toy instructions, and 
package design.

What’s your favorite subject to draw? Nature 
is a huge inspiration of mine so I really enjoy 
creating art inspired by the seasons. My personal 
sketchbook is full of little “comics” featuring the 
critters from my backyard and I hope to refine 
more of these illustrations in the future!

How do you like to spend your time when you’re not working on your 
art? Aside from reading, I’ve recently learned how to crochet and have 
been immersing myself in the fabric art world in all my spare time! Right 
now I’m crocheting my first sweater and have already started making 
holiday gifts for family members, hehe.

Do you have any dream design projects? Oh yes, so many. I’ve been 
very fortunate to cross many dream projects off my list throughout the 
years while working with OwlCrate Jr & OwlCrate but creating a deck of 
tarot cards, book cover, and any sort of stationary item are all still high 
up on the list!

What advice would you give young readers wanting to turn their love 
of drawing into a career? Embrace your creativity as often as you can, 
always strive to improve your craft, and recognize how talented you 
are! Most importantly though, enjoy what you are creating and it’ll shine 
through your artwork.

@themichellegray

themichellegray.com

@themichellegray
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IT’S TIME FOR ANOTHER #OWLBABBLE!
Join the OwlCrate Jr team next month for a 
live book chat with @melissadassoriauthor, 
author of J.R. Silver Writes Her World! Find 

more details closer to the date on 
@owlcratejr. See you there, bookworms!

facebook.com/owlcratejr@owlcratejr @owlcratetv @owlcratejr 


