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Hello Dhonielle! The Marvellers is such a brilliantly fun story that takes 
place in one of the most magical settings we’ve ever read. How 
did you come up with Ella Durand’s story and the Marvellian world? 
Many of the building blocks of the world of The Marvellers grew out 
of my time as an elementary and middle school librarian at a charter 
school in Harlem, New York. I watched my young students struggle 
to develop a relationship with literature because of the lack of 
representation in books. They were often afterthoughts and erased 
in other big, magic book franchises that took up so much space in 
the canon of children’s books. So I created this universe to remind all 
readers that they deserve magic no matter what.
 
Ella Durand is the hero I wish I was at ten-years-old. She’s an eternal 
optimist, very invested in making friends, and determined to pour 
into her community. I was a grumpy, fussy, and mildly reclusive kid at 
her age -- more like Harriet the Spy and Turtle Wexler of The Westing 
Game than anything else. If I could’ve been left to my own devices 
and not have to deal with the community, I would’ve gladly curled 
up with a book and ignored everyone. But Ella Durand is the ultimate 
lovebug and extraordinary global citizen. If you don’t have friends, 
she’ll always offer you a branch of friendship, and I wanted to give 
young readers a role model in her character.

The Arcanum Training Institute sounds like a dream school! Which 
Arcanum Paragon would you want to be placed in? This is the 
hardest question because I would want to be able to be in all of the 
Paragons. They’re all so fun in their own way. Here’s a taste of a few 
things each Paragon can do: Paragons of Taste can make magical 
food, and master alchemy concocting extraordinary potions and 
perfumes. Paragons of Vision can see the past, present, and future, 
and often move through time. Paragons of Sound can communicate 
with animals and mythical beasts and play every instrument. 
Paragons of Spirits can work with the elements and influence the 
weather. Paragons of Touch are skilled in creating talismans, working 
with powerful gemstones and metals, and making marvelous 
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CREATIVITY CORNERcreations from all manner of things. I would like to be able to change 
my Paragon every month so I can experience all of them.

What’s one thing from this book you wish you could bring to life? 
If I could bring anything from the world of The Marvellers alive, it 
would be the Arcanum Dining Hall. There are food carts (aka mini-
food trucks) that circulate about the room with all sorts of goodies: 
dancing dumplings in steamer baskets, jerk wings who will insult you, 
samosas that spin, jumping jollof rice that leaps when sung to, never 
ending noodles, a sushi constellation, and more. Menus are created 
under the watchful eye of Chef Oshiro, the dining hall seeks to cater 
to all children and feature food from all over the world. I would love 
to taste all it had to offer or watch children delight in doing what 
their parents might hate … playing with their food.

Loved The Marvellers? 
Try these great reads next!
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What ages are your little readers currently 
and what books are they loving? I have two 
kiddos, ages 9 and 11. They are both really 
immersed with the Wings of Fire series right now. 
They are also equally excited with any storyline 
that contains dragons. 

How do you incorporate reading into your 
homeschool planning? Do you ever use OwlCrate 
Jr boxes in any planning? I have actually spoken 
about this on my main page several times. We use 
our monthly subscription books as a supplement 
to their reading comprehension and fluency instructions. 
When we first started homeschooling, we used the books as a read aloud, 
to open our day. That evolved into a shared reading approach, as they 
reached more fluency. Now we have finally transitioned to reading to 
learn (and enjoy) vs learning to read stage. We tend to fully dive into our 
literature and let that inspire us with various literature projects. They really 
enjoy that aspect of bringing the stories to life.

Tell us about Booknerd Café! The Booknerd Café was born out of a 
shared obsession of all things literature with my good friend Kelly from 
@beachesandreads . We wanted a space to escape to, where you felt 
as you would walking into your favorite indie bookshop. Grabbing a warm 
drink and pastry, with your recent purchase on hand. Meeting with friends 
to discuss your latest series obsession. We aimed to bring that familiar 
vintage shop feel and community to a virtual space that highlights diverse 
authors, stories, and stories not often highlighted. 

The Booknerd Café is an extension of our private Facebook group where 
we also hold reading challenges, monthly book clubs for the adults, and 
just bookish shenanigans. It’s a place we wish we had in person, so we 
created the next best thing and asked another fellow booknerd (Shannon 
from @thehiphomelife) to help us build this space to retreat to. It’s really a 
collaborative effort, not only for us that run it, but the community that are 
part of it.

@arleneandcompany
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IT’S TIME FOR ANOTHER #OWLBABBLE!
Join the OwlCrate Jr team next month for 
a live book chat with @brownbookworm, 
author of The Marvellers! Find more details 

closer to the date on @owlcratejr. See 
you there, bookworms!

facebook.com/owlcratejr@owlcratejr @owlcratetv @owlcratejr 


