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Hi Janet! Twelfth was such a fun, nail-biting mystery that kept 
us guessing at every turn. What was the inspiration behind 
this story? Thank you! Writing all those twists and turns is hard 
work for a writer, so it’s very exciting when people tell me 
they enjoyed it or were surprised! That said, the inspiration 
was deceptively simple: I was rereading a Shakespeare play 
and remembering how, when I was younger, the work of 
understanding the language felt like discovering or uncovering 
something special, like a treasure hunt; then I thought, Well, 
what if there really were clues to a treasure buried in a 
Shakespeare play…? Fast forward many, many years later, and 
here’s Twelfth! In a lot of ways, I was also trying to write a book 
for my younger self – not just because I loved the theater, but 
because I always liked the books that were full of quests and 
puzzles that required brains and bravery, drew from history, and 
had a happy ending.

You seem to know a lot about theater life! Did you ever attend 
a theater camp growing up? Funnily enough, I never attended 
a sleep-away camp like Maren does at Camp Goodman! But, 
starting even earlier than Maren, I was very involved in my 
local theater – in community productions, as a day camper, 
and later as a theater major at an arts magnet high school. 
Like Goodman’s, these programs could be challenging and 
demanding, and we were always crunched for time, but I’m still 
so grateful that I got to go through all the awkward puberty stuff 
in a place where I was allowed to fully embrace my inner geek. 
During that time, my love of performing led me to writing plays, 
which branched out to writing stories and novels and other 
types of scripts, and eventually I even taught drama and writing 
at several different camps and schools, so I’ve learned the in’s 
and out’s from many different angles!
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CREATIVITY CORNERWho was the easiest character to write? Who was the most 
challenging? Theo was by far the easiest character to write. They 
showed up with their vest and video camera and I just got to follow 
them around the page! Theo also happens to be semi-based on a 
wonderfully weird kid I met when I was around twelve – she’s still one 
of my best friends and is very flattered by her on-page counterpart.

Maren, surprisingly, was one of the most challenging characters. 
Like Maren, I was an independent, introverted kid; also like her, I 
was going through a difficult time at that age and so could be very 
closed off to the people around me. Maren makes a lot of sense to 
me, but some of my early readers kept asking me, “Who is this girl? 
What motivates her? Can you let us see more of her?” I realized that 
maybe I knew her a little bit too well, so much so that I wasn’t letting 
readers into her head – and into her hurts.

Loved Twelfth? 
Try these great reads next!
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We are so happy to introduce you to 
OwlCrate Jr’s newest team member, Babs Allen! Babs has been 
a part of the community for several years as a photo rep and an 
avid middle grade bookstagrammer, and now she is helping 
curate all the fun items we include in the box.

Hi Babs! What are you reading right now? I just finished reading 
the last book in the Frostheart trilogy by Jamie Littler. I can’t 
say enough good things about this series! The illustrations alone 
make the reading experience worth it, but the story is so unique, 
heartwarming, and fun, I could not recommend it more. It’s 
definitely one of my top favorite middle grade series!

When you’re not reading, how do you like to spend your time? 
I love writing, drawing, taking photos, and generally just making 
things! But for the most part, my free time is spent playing and 
reading with my two boys. They’re almost old enough to start 
reading my collection of OwlCrate Jr books, something I’m really 
looking forward to.

What has been your favorite OwlCrate Jr item that you’ve seen 
from the idea stage to reaching our subscribers? That’s a tough 
one! I honestly love everything we’ve come up with these past 
few months. But if I had to choose, I’d probably say the Ultimate 
High Five Enamel Pin Set. The thought of kids sharing their high five 
pins with their best friends brings an enormous smile to my face.

If you could jump into any fictional middle grade world, where 
would you go? Nevermoor, hands down! I didn’t even have to 
think about that one. If I could stay at the Hotel Deucalion, meet 
Jupiter North and Fenestra the Magnificat, and visit the Gobleian 
Library, I would be the happiest bookworm in the world!

ALLEN
B A BS



6

IT’S TIME FOR ANOTHER #OWLBABBLE!
Join the OwlCrate Jr team next month for 

a live book chat with @janetkeybooks, 
author of Twelfth! Find more details closer 

to the date on @owlcratejr. See you 
there, bookworms!

facebook.com/owlcratejr@owlcratejr @owlcratetv @owlcratejr 


