
with frequent ear infections may 
have affected hearing.  This may 
also indicate a learning disability 
is present.
  Take note of a child's fine and 
gross motor skills development 
along with the perceptual skills.  Is 
there difficulty learning how to 
use a pencil or fork?  You may 
also see a child get easily 
frustrated while attempting to 
draw or doing copy work from 
board or book.  You may observe 
difficulty in naming objects or 
sequencing, i.e.,  days of the week, 
months of the year.
  In primary and grade school 
years, you may observe noticeable 
problems in giving and/or 
receiving directions.  There will

The employees of VoWacý Publishing Company do not claim to be experts on the subject of dyslexia.  The information 
shared in this article are some indicators that might draw your attention and grow your desire to do more research.  If 
you observe one or more of the indicators in your student's day-to-day routine, it is recommended that you seek 
professional advise from a qualified expert in the area of dyslexia.  If there is information that piques your curiosity and 
interest, be sure to research it further.  Visit with the proper professional people in your school or community.

Orton•Gillingham approach proves to be effective
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My 
child 
has
dyslexia

?!?

  VoWacý's role is quite simple.  
We offer an Orton-Gillingham 
(OG) based approach to reading 
(decoding).
  The O-G approach has been 
used successfully for over 75 
years.  VoWacý offers phonics 
(decoding skills) and spelling 
curriculum targeted for K - 4.  
Additional resources for older 
students are also available.  Our 
goal is  to help parents, teachers, 
and struggling children of all 
ages to become better readers.
FACTORS TO CONSIDER
  Let's consider a couple of 
genetic contributors.  There is no 
way to diagnose dyslexia even if 
there is a family history of 
learning disabilities.  Typically, 
the further back the family 
history of learning disabilities, 
the more likely dyslexia is a 
possibility.  There are so many 
things to consider in this arena, it 
is best to not assume anything.
  In infancy stages, premature 
birth along with low APGAR 
scores could be a telltale sign. 
Don't get stressed if you have a 
new baby with these indicators.  
These are only indicators.
  Some studies have shown babies                                   

   Without doubt, many young 
children get easily frustrated when 
trying to read. They develop 
coping mechanisms to avoid 
reading as well as getting you to 
believe they read.  These 
mechanisms  can be quite 
sophisticated and often fool us, 
allowing kids to fly under the 
radar for a very long time.  Then 
when discovered, the game of 
"catch-up" begins.
  Memorizing the times table, 
telephone numbers, or parts for a 
play will be strenuous work.  This 
will hold true for being able to tell 
a story factually and sequentially.  
Their efforts will often be met with 
a raised eyebrow of distrust 
because what they are saying just 

often be difficulties 
with time concepts as 
well as spatial  
relations.  There may
be a delay in learning 
letters and their 
sounds.  Reversal 
problems with 'p' and 
'q', 'b' and 'd', or 'n' 
and 'u' will be typical 
through third grade.
The process of decod-
ing is often difficult.

isn't adding up.  
Maintaining a 
d a y - t o - d a y 
routine will be 
difficult at best.
R e m e m b e r i n g 
what to bring to 
school or taking 
homework home 
will be a 
challenge.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



dyslexia continued from page 1

Remembering what to bring to school or taking 
homework home will be a challenge.
  Another factor to consider is obvious poor 
planning skills.  Low level self-management skills 
will make it most difficult to get a task started.  It 
will be even more difficult to get the task finished.
  Again, keep in mind that if a child shows a few of 
these traits, it should not automatically be 
interpreted as dyslexia.  If several of these traits 
persist in having a negative effect on a youngster's 
learning, it should be taken quite seriously.
  If left unchecked, many of these indicators can 
become habits or "quirks" if you will, that are 
difficult to break.  As the child grows into 
adulthood, these same difficulties will likely follow 
like old baggage.  Those that know the person well 
enough will accept the "quirk", while others may be

puzzled or put off by them.  So the idea of 
"growing out" of a learning disability isn't all that 
likely.
FOR PARENTS:  Many of your questions may be 
answered at your local school.  Talk to your child's 
teacher or principal.  The school's counselor or 
special services department may provide additional 
resources to consider.  Many of these resources can 
help guide you through some of the questions 
when you aren't sure what questions to ask.
  VoWacý Publishing Company is a member of the 
International Dyslexia Association (IDA) as a 
member of the Upper Midwest Branch.  They may 
be contacted at www.ida-umb.org.  Two additional 
organizations that offer comprehensive information 
are the National Center for Learning Disabilities 
(www.ncld.org) and Learning Disabilities 
Association of America (www.Idaamerica.org).
   Over 40 million American children and adults are 
affected by various levels of  dyslexic symptoms.  It 
is estimated 20% (one out of five students) of the 
public school population suffers from some degree 
of dyslexia.

dys • lex • i • a
n. A learning disorder marked 
by impairment of the ability to 
recognize and comprehend 

written words.

Here's a serious thought.....
   Have you been thinking about a career change?  Perhaps you have been teaching 
for a while and you'd like to change it up a bit.  Maybe you're in a position to look at 
early retirement...and good for you if you are!  And truth be told, maybe the 
classroom wasn't what you thought it would be - it happens.  Statistics show that we 
change our vocation at least five to seven times in our lives.
   John Pfeifer, owner of VoWacý Publishing Company, is seriously entertaining the 
idea of seeking a partner.  The process of succession is quite natural.  So it should 
come as no surprise that an opportunity of ownership be made available to others.  
In the spirit of entrepreneurialship, John would like to extend that very opportunity to 
someone seeking to make a serious change in their life.  If you truly have a serious 
interest in becoming involved as an owner in VoWacý Publishing Company, it may 
serve you well to contact John and find out more about the possibilities.
   Ownership is not the only opportunity VoWacý is offering.  The educational 
publishing industry is changing rapidly.  There are many exciting things happening in 
the educational field as a whole that require dedicated people to get involved.
   As a classroom teacher, you have the ability to make a difference to a new group 
of youngsters each year.  As a principal, your impact covers even more students 
and teachers in your school every year.  Working under the VoWacý umbrella, that 
impact increases exponentially as we work with several hundred schools and that 
many more teachers across the United States.
  The work here involves many facets, from creating curriculum, sales, teacher 
training and more!  If you have been using VoWacý successfully in the classroom, 
you already have a good understanding the Orton-Gillingham approach behind 
VoWacý.  If you believe that more children and teachers would benefit from the 
VoWacý program, then you might be just the person to consider a career change in 
teacher training and sales.
   Training and sales positions are available in all areas of the nation.  If you have 
done a minimal amount of research regarding the status of education in our country, 
you know that so many of our great schools need help.
   Your efforts to make VoWacý curriculum available as a VoWacý 
representative/consultant could generate exciting amounts of revenue.  Our base 
pay along with a generous commission structure and expenses account might cause 
you to raise an eye brow and rethink what you want to do.
   Whether you consider an ownership role or a consultant/sales role, VoWacý 
Publishing Company is something that could be life-changing.  If you would like 
more information, contact John Pfeifer at (605) 598 - 4492 or email, 
vowac@vowac.com.  There's no such thing a a wrong question.  



   Well....not all of it is Greek.  There is 
quite a bit of Latin thrown in the mix, too.  So 
what!?!?  In order to better understand how the English 
language works, it is important to know that over 60% of 
the words in our language has its roots in Greek and 
Latin.  If we include the content areas of science and 
technology, that percentage increases to 90%!
   VoWac does not spend very much time teaching 
etymology.  That is something you will need to add to 
your lessons when and where appropriate.  Students will 
soon discover that memorizing Greek and Latin roots 
aren't always the most enjoyable tasks they'll attempt.  
BUT... if they do begin to understand the roots behind 
their daily vocabulary, they will gain a huge step up on 
comprehension that others may not have.
   To be sure, knowing Greek and Latin roots will prove to be a major contributing
factor to the success (or lack there of) on those standardized tests like the PSAT,
ACT, SAT, LSAT, and GRE.
   If you know one root, you know many words. The word association of one root will lead to 
numerous other words.  Chalk a point up for efficiency!  Here's a good example.  The Latin root 'voc-' 
means call or voice.  He may not have ever seen words like advocate, convocation, invocation, provoke, 
revoke, to name just a few, but he will know that when he sees the root, voc-, he'll know the word has 
something to do with being called out, voiced or stated or presented.  Knowing one root has the potential 
to multiply the vocabulary in an instant.
   Knowing prefixes and suffixes will definitely help students understand parts of speech and definitions.  
For example, the suffix -ist, is defined as a person who...  A word ending in "ist" will  usually be a noun.  
It will refer to a person's job, ability or tendencies. A cyclist is one who cycles, A pianist is one who plays

...or
Latin

piano.  An egotist is one that thinks of self.  A dermatologist is a person who 
studies or treats skin (derma = skin, ology = study of, ist = a person who).
   Every major standardized test will require students to understand more 
difficult vocabulary than previously seen or used.  They will not have to write 
the definitions but they will have to have some working knowledge of the 
more complex vocabulary.
   For instance, the word incongruous may appear in the writing and language 
PSAT test. Having no idea what it means, the correct answer depends on 
vocab comprehension.  Remembering that the Latin root congruere means “to 
come together” and the prefix in- negates what’s behind it, it is reasonable 
to come to the conclusion that incongruous means not together or not in 
harmony (inharmonious). Knowing the root at least offers an educated guess.
   VoWac introduce dozens of affixes, but so much more needs to be included 
through teacher designed lesson3.  Dozens more are listed inside the 
Handbook of Teaching Tips, VoWac's resource guide.  Teaching those affixes 
by the time a student finishes grade four will give him the opportunity to 
increase his vocabulary by an additional, not up to, but and additional 90,000 
- 120,000 words.
   Keep in mind, there are hundreds more prefixes and suffixes to teach.  Many 
are not age-grade level appropriate.  The most frequently used should be 
mastered before upper-elementary and junior high.  Most curriculum for 
upper-elementary and above either assumes these affixes have been taught 
or the curriculum has been dummied down to not have to worry about it.  In 
either case, it is lost opportunity for learning.

   

• 90% of multisyllabic 
English words are of 
Latin origin - most of 
the remaining 10%, 
Greek.
• Roots provide an 
instant basic meaning 
to words for at-risk 
readers.
• 75% of the Spanish 
language is derived 
from Latin.
• Children are 
entering every grade 
with a language 
deficit compared to 
years past.
• Roots provide a 
depth of word 
knowledge for higher 
readers.
• Roots provide 
patterns in vocabulary 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
supported by brain 
research.



VoWacý pilot includes free workbooks
   There's a reason why over 95% of the schools participating in VoWacý's 
   pilot program since 1983 have adopted VoWac in part or 
    whole - it works!
       Here's the challenge.  Use VoWacý skills for 
    one year. Compare it to your existing skills 
    program or any other under consideration.  If you 
    can find another skills program more effective 
    than VoWacý, BUY IT!
       Here's how our pilot program works.  VoWacý will loan 
your school at least two teacher kits (Levels K & 1 or 1 & 2).  Up to 18 workbooks will 
be provided FREE!  The only up-front cost is shipping and handling.  Use it for the 
entire year.  You will observe decoding skills  unlike you've never seen.
   VoWacý's Orton-Gillingham based lessons are designed for ease of use.  Most 
schools are able to implement without addition special training.  In the event you want 
to be trained in the VoWacý method, a training DVD is available to use - also FREE!  
Workshops are also available in various locations throughout the summer.  Check our 

website, www.vowac.com, for current schedule and updates.
   VoWacý also offers spelling curriculum for Levels 1-4 that goes hand-in-glove with the skills.  About one to two weeks 
after the skill is taught, it is reintroduced in the spelling.  This keeps from teaching the skills in isolation.  Students learn 
how to apply the decoding skill in practical applications.
   The spelling workbooks are not offered as part of the pilot program, but the money saved from the free skills 
workbooks could easily be used to purchase them.  The spelling teacher guides are already included in the kits.
   The major differences between VoWacý and other skills curriculum is mastery and ability to transfer.  It is paramount 
that students be able to use the skills they learn far beyond their current grade and be able to apply the skills across the 
curriculum.
   You've heard the old adage; If it's not broke - don't fix it.  If you are having concerns about the skills your students have 
or don't have, it's time to see if it's broken.  VoWacý has the fix you've been looking for....and it's FREE.  Contact us for 
details.  VoWacý has been getting kids across the USA academically dressed for success since 1983 - it's what we do!

Kim

The Family Readers

The Family Readers

SET 2 BOOK 1

Max's Box

The Family Readers
The Family ReadersSET 3 BOOK 1

Family Literacy, Inc.  & VoWac offering
decodable trade books in new format

          VoWacü's trade books (Item TB) are getting a face lift with new
      graphics and a new format!  Being able to print your own decodable trade books will be 
       available very soon.  All 72 books will be available on a jump drive in a PDF format to make it 
       easy AND affordable for each student to have their own set of books.  We can't think of a better 
way to allow children to take their own books home and demonstrate their new skills to the rest of the family.
   First and foremost, teaching children how to read has been the singular most important goal for VoWacü.  Once a skill is taught, it 
is essential children have a chance to practice.  Decodable readers make that task easier for both students and teacher.
   This project is scheduled to be complete by the fall of 2017.  VoWacü hopes that you'll save a small portion of your budget to add 
this resource to your teaching arsenal.  We've done the math, you will definitely save in the long run.  If a book gets lost or ruined, a 
replacement will be right at your finger tips.  Efficient and affordable!
   Additional enrichment activities will also be available for each book.  The scope and sequence of skills throughout the series 
follows VoWacü's quite closely.  Contact VoWacü if you're interested in pre-ordering this new product.
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