
CURRICULUM SAMPLER
An introduction to our goal of glorifying God through 

evangelizing children, encouraging parents, and edifying servants.
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 WHY DOES 
GENERATIONS OF GRACE 
       EXIST?



Generations of Grace exists because we must commit again to spread God’s grace 
from one generation to the next (Deut 6:4–7). We have to admit that we can be 
very much like the disciples, who rebuked the people when they brought their 
children to Jesus (Matt 19:13). Like them, we can be sincere and well-meaning as 
we seek to minister to the church, the community, and the world. But like them, 
we easily forget the children in the process. We even act as if the children in 
our churches are an inconvenience. Is this not true? How often do we scramble 
to find enough nursery workers? How often are the most effective and godly 
teachers transferred into adult ministry?

Yet experience readily confirms that the best time to teach a person is during 
childhood (Prov 22:6). While neglecting children sets a tragic direction for 
their lives, investing in children pays dividends many times over as God’s grace 
captures their hearts and spreads through them to many others. You could even 
measure the vitality of a church by the godliness of its young people. 

The wonders of the LORD are designed to be passed from one generation to 
the next (Ps 78:4). So if the younger generation is to stand in awe of God, the 
older generation must stand in awe of God first. To have godly children, we need 
godly parents and teachers. Therefore, Generations of Grace is uniquely designed 
with three objectives: to evangelize children, to encourage parents, and to edify 
servants.

In order to declare God’s mighty acts from one generation to the next (Ps 145:4), 
Generations of Grace is:

• Biblically Driven – covering the whole story-line of the Bible
• God Centered – magnifying God’s character and works recorded throughout 

Scripture
• Christ Exalting – glorifying Christ as the pinnacle of God’s redemptive plan
• Gospel Saturated – showing how every passage fits into God’s plan of salva-

tion
• Family Focused – uniting the whole family around the same passage of Scrip-

ture each week
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1. EVANGELIZING CHILDREN
The Bible is not just a collection of stories teaching moral lessons, 
nor is a child’s greatest need behavior modification. A child’s greatest 
need is to be born again, because from birth they are dead in their 
sins (Ps 51:5; Eph 2:1). So the greatest gift we can give the next 
generation is the gospel. Only the gospel is able to rescue their soul 
from sin and death and secure for them an inheritance in heaven 
forever. 

But what is the gospel? While the core of the gospel is forgiveness of 
sin through the death of Christ (Matt 1:21; John 1:29), this is only the 
center of a much bigger story. After all, why do we need forgiveness? 
What is God’s plan for those who are forgiven? Generations of Grace 
leads children through the whole story of God’s great rescue mission. 
It does so in the hope that children would come to a comprehensive 
understanding of the gospel message and that by the grace of 
God they would look to Christ in saving faith. All the books in the 
curriculum are designed to reach children with this goal in mind.

 GENERATIONS OF GRACE 
EXISTS TO GLORIFY GOD BY:



2. ENCOURAGING PARENTS

3. EDIFYING SERVANTS

The most important job of parents is to raise their children in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord (Eph 6:4; Col 3:21). Parents are to be the primary evangelists 
and spiritual trainers of their children. Parents must work very hard at this, teaching 
their children every day by their regular example and specific instruction (Deut 6:7). 
So an effective children’s ministry will do all it can to encourage parents in their 
mission, and one way to do this is by providing helpful tools to parents. This is what 
Generations of Grace strives to do.

Generations of Grace provides the Family Devotional, a valuable tool designed with 
both parents and children in mind. The Family Devotional aims to aid the parents in 
their own knowledge, love, and holiness. Then as the parents grow in godliness, the 
Family Devotional also helps parents teach their children throughout the week the 
same stories and principles that are taught each Sunday.

The church is commanded to edify and equip its people to serve (Eph 
4:11–16). This happens as the elders of the church preach and teach, 
but it also happens when the elders provide resources to help the 
members grow in Christlikeness. Generations of Grace is designed to be  
just such a resource.

Unlike many Sunday school curricula, The Teacher Book does not script out lessons that 
a teacher can read without much thought. Instead, the lesson commentary in particular 
is designed to go beyond what the teacher will actually be able to teach in one lesson. 
It is designed to edify the teacher, filling his mind with truth and his heart with passion. 
The Family Devotional is also a great tool for the teacher, allowing him to approach the 
lesson in a devotional way throughout the week before he teaches it on Sunday. Then 
the teacher will have a deep well to draw from as he crafts a lesson specifically for his 
own Sunday school class.

While emphasizing the teacher’s own edification, The Teacher Book also gives practical 
help by clearly and simply laying out main points, objectives, outlines, questions, 
introductions, illustrations, and applications. Also, additional questions in the Family 
Devotional can add to a lesson or provide discussion questions for small groups following 
the main teaching time.
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 HOW DOES
GENERATIONS OF GRACE 
       WORK?



1. TEACHING THE STORY OF THE BIBLE
Generations of Grace focuses on the narrative portions of the Bible for two 
reasons. First, it focuses on the stories in order to show God’s glory from one 
generation to another. We see God’s glory as we grow to understand His 
master plan of redemption, and each story in the Bible is a part of this great 
story.

Another reason Generations of Grace focuses on the narratives of Scripture 
is because children learn best through stories. On the one hand, children 
are usually weak in their ability to think abstractly or reason logically (as is 
required in the New Testament epistles, for example). On the other hand, 
children are strong in their ability to notice and remember tangible aspects 
of the world around them. By communicating in a tangible, real-life way, the 
stories of the Bible have a profound influence on the way a child perceives 
reality. In this way, the Bible becomes a part of their own life-story.

YEAR 1 
16 Lessons from Genesis
11 Lessons from Exodus
4 Lessons from Leviticus
5 Lessons from Numbers
5 Lessons for Christmas
4 Lessons for Easter

YEAR 2 
3 Lessons from 

Deuteronomy
6 Lessons from Joshua
3 Lessons from Judges
1 Lesson from Ruth
10 Lessons from Samuel
7 Lessons from Kings
1 Lesson from Jonah
1 Lesson from Esther
5 Lessons from Daniel
2 Lessons from Ezra
2 Lessons from 

Nehemiah
3 Lessons for Christmas
3 Lessons for Easter

YEAR 3 
24 Lessons from the Life 

of Christ
15 Lessons from the 

Book of Acts
4 Lessons from 

Revelation
2 Lessons for Christmas
2 Lessons for Easter
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3. REPEATING A THREE YEAR CYCLE
Generations of Grace is a three-year cycle aimed at 
children from three to twelve years old. So a child being 
taught through Generations of Grace will go through the 
curriculum three times.  This repetition solidifies truth 
in their memories, but even more than that, it allows the 
teacher to start simple and then go deeper and deeper. 
For this reason, the objectives, outlines, questions, 
illustrations, and activities are designed according to three 
levels with the following suggestions:

• AGES 3–5: A 5–10 minute lesson telling the story and 
teaching one simple truth.

• AGES 6–8: A 15–20 minute lesson telling the story and 
developing the main truth more.

• AGES 9–11: A 25–30 minute lesson leading the 
children through the text and adding increasing depth 
to the main point.

However, since all these levels are included in each lesson, 
a teacher can creatively pick and choose ideas from each 
level to most effectively reach his own particular Sunday 
school class.

2. A UNIFIED CURRICULUM
Generations of Grace is set 
up as a unified curriculum, 
meaning that all the 
children in a family will be 
learning from the same 
passage of Scripture each 
week. This streamlines 
the parents’ task, allowing 
them to interact with all of 
their children on the same 
truths. 

AGES 6–8

AGES 9–11

AGES 3–5



TEACHER BOOK
Each Year of Generations of Grace is divided into three Teacher Books. The 
Teacher Books equip teachers to teach each passage of scripture clearly and 
effectively. It presents the passage to the teacher’s own mind and heart, and 
it provides teaching tools to enable the teacher to impress the same powerful 
message upon the children’s minds. It is enriching but also simple and quickly 
accessible to the layperson. 

CRAFT BOOK
Each Year of Generations of Grace is divided into two Craft Books. Good crafts 
reinforce lessons and cause them to be remembered. The Craft Book contains 
pages that are needed to do the crafts explained in the teacher book. The pages 
can be torn out, photocopied, or printed directly from the digital version.

 
COLORING BOOK

Each Year of Generations of Grace has one Coloring Book. The Coloring Book 
includes two pictures for each lesson. The pictures accurately depict the Bible 
stories but are also creative and fun. Each picture has a key truth from the 
lesson on it, making it a practical teaching tool as it hangs on the fridge during 
the week!

ACTIVITY BOOK
Each Year of Generations of Grace has one Activity Book. The Activity Book 
provides age-appropriate activities corresponding to the lesson. Preschoolers 
will enjoy dot-to-dot, tracing, mazes, comparisons, etc. Older children will 
enjoy crossword puzzles, word searches, decoding, find the difference, word 
scrambles, review sheets, etc. Each activity includes key truths from the lesson. 

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
Each Year of Generations of Grace has one Family Devotional. The Family 
Devotional unites the classroom and the home. It equips parents to teach 
their children during the week. It enables teachers to meditate all week on 
the truth they will be teaching on Sunday, and it also provides extra questions 
that are helpful for small group discussions after the teaching time. Five daily 
devotionals go with each lesson in the teacher book. 

GENERATIONS OF GRACE
IS MADE UP OF FIVE BOOKS:
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 HOW DO I USE 
GENERATIONS OF GRACE 
   IN SUNDAY SCHOOL?



Study the Lesson
This section of the Teacher Book is designed to edify 
and equip teachers and to guide them through the 
preparation of an age appropriate Bible lesson.

Teach the Lesson
This section of the Teacher Book is designed to provide 
the teacher with resources to engage children from the 
moment they walk into the classroom until pick-up time. 

Apply the Lesson
The Craft Book provides the resources that are designed 
to engage children after you have taught the lesson. The 
craft is meant to not only reinforce what is taught in 
Sunday school but is to be a visual reminder of the lesson 
in the home.

Illustrate the Lesson
The Coloring Book provides two coloring pictures which 
creatively and accurately portray the Bible. Each picture 
communicates the truth of each lesson.

Review the Lesson
The Activity Book provides age-appropriate activities 
corresponding to the lesson. Each activity includes key 
truths from the lesson.
 

Share the Lesson
The Family Devotional guides the family through the 
Generations of Grace lesson, a cross-reference passage, 
and a passage about Christ to lead the family through the 
whole counsel of God.
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God is the main character 
of the Bible and every story 
teaches us who He is or how 
man relates to Him. 

Each lesson of Generations of 
Grace has a Central Truth which 
forms the core of the entire 
lesson. 

Central Truth

Objectives

TEACHER BOOK

The Supporting Truths further 
develop elements of the central 
truth. 

The five Objectives correspond to the five Supporting Truths. These 
objective are specific ways to see if your children have learned.

Supporting Truths

TEACHING HINTS
Make sure to stick 
with one big idea and 
repeat it often as you 
teach, especially with 
younger children. It 
is helpful to have the 
class repeat it after 
you.

TEACHING HINTS
The Supporting Truths go from easy/primary to harder/secondary. For preschool, it is 
often best to pick just one. These truths allow the same lesson to be taught multiple 
times to the same children. Just pick a different supporting truth to emphasize.

The Objectives are for the children. By the time you finish teaching, ask yourself, “Can 
the children do your chosen objective(s)?”



The five Objectives correspond to the five Supporting Truths. These 
objective are specific ways to see if your children have learned.

The Bible is God’s story of 
redemption.  The story of 
salvation is the story about God 
restoring man to the purpose 
God gave him. Although God’s 
story culminates in Christ, not 
every story is directly about 
Christ. So the Spotlight on the 
Gospel shows how each story 
fits into the story of salvation, 
either by connecting the 
chronology or by identifying key 
gospel doctrines like, holiness, 
sin, grace, or faith.

The Lesson Summary provides 
a brief overview of the entire 
story.

Spotlight on the Gospel

Lesson Summary

The story of God’s salvation of man has five major 
parts or developments: 

1. Creation 
2. Fall 
3. Promise 
4. Redemption 
5. Restoration

This timeline helps the teacher 
to remember the context of 
each week’s lesson in God’s 
story of redemption.

Redemptive Timeline

TEACHING HINTS
The Spotlight on 
the Gospel is very 
helpful to avoid 
teaching the stories 
as merely moral 
lessons. While stories 
do teach us what to 
do and what not to 
do, there is always 
a larger context of 
redemption.

TEACHING HINTS
Review is key to 
understanding. Use 
the questions from 
last week to review 
before beginning the 
current lesson
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TEACHER BOOK

The Lesson Commentary 
on the passage serves to 
stretch and strengthen the 
knowledge of Sunday school 
teachers. 

The deeper and clearer the 
teacher’s knowledge is, the 
more confidently and clearly 
he can teach children.

As teachers grow in grace, 
the outpouring of their own 
godliness will flow into the 
lives of the children.

These boxes highlight key 
doctrines, applications or 
clarifications.

Lesson Commentary

THINK ABOUT IT

TEACHING HINTS
The Lesson 
Commentary is not 
meant to be read as 
the lesson.

TEACHING HINTS
Do not try to teach 
everything in the 
commentary. Choose what 
will most help your children 
get the main point.



The main lesson outline 
has been embedded into 
the Lesson Commentary 
so that from the 
beginning of their own 
study, teachers can 
already begin to think 
about how to structure 
their own individual 
lesson.

Lesson Outline

Key Words
Key Words are defined to help 
teachers explain deep theological 
truths in simple, child friendly 
phrases.

TEACHING HINTS
Have the children 
repeat back to 
you key words and 
definitions. Young 
children love to say 
interesting sounding 
words.
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TEACHER BOOK

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY

Children need structure when they learn. We 
provide lesson outlines which teachers can 
use while teaching. Often the Ages 3–5 Lesson 
Outline develops the doctrine while the Ages 
6–11 Lesson Outline develops the narrative.

Lesson Outline

From the time a student enters the class until the time 
he leaves, it is the teacher’s duty to impart the truths of 
God’s Word to him. Teaching does not occur during the 
Bible lesson only; it occurs throughout the entire class 
period.

First, there are activities to Introduce the lesson. Hook 
your students’ interest and point them to the coming 
Bible lesson.

Second, there are activities to Illustrate the lesson, 
clarify the truth, and reawaken the children’s attention.

Third, there are activities to Apply the lesson. Help the 
children interact with the truth of the lesson.

Lesson Activities

TEACHING HINTS
Physical props are especially  effective. 
Every prop or vivid illustration expands 
your children’s attention span.

TEACHING HINTS
Use the outlines as they are, or modify 
them to make them most useful in 
communicating the lesson’s truth.



We often lament about our 
students’ apparent lack of thinking. 
But what are we doing in our 
Sunday school classrooms to help 
them develop that ability? Do 
not lecture children but ask them 
questions. Make them do the discovering, thinking, 
and speaking. Asking questions throughout your 
lesson helps to ensure that students participate in 
and understand each lesson. 

Lesson Questions

Always be mindful of the age group you 
are teaching. These Lesson Activities are 
age approximate.

Lesson Activities

TEACHING HINTS
Check out ideas for all the ages to find 
the best one for your children. Or let these 
ideas spark your own creativity.

TEACHING HINTS
Plan at least 1 question per minute of 
teaching. These questions will get you started, 
but think of more.

If you have a shy, quiet class, awarding points 
or small treats even for wrong answers can get 
them to answer questions until they grow more 
confident.

Use basic factual questions, (who, what, when 
where), mid-level process questions (how), 
and harder purpose/cause questions (why, 
what was the reason/purpose). If kids can’t 
answer, simplify or even suggest the correct 
answer. For example, if they cannot answer, 
“Where did God come from?” Ask, “Was God 
created or did He always exist?” 

To encourage clear thinking and articulate 
speaking, teach the children to answer in 
complete sentences.
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CRAFT BOOK
Good crafts reinforce lessons and cause them to be 
remembered. The Craft Book contains pages that are 
needed to do the crafts explained in the Teacher Book. 
The pages can be torn out, photocopied, or printed 
directly from the digital version.

See the corresponding Teacher Book for a picture of the completed craft.



COLORING BOOK
The Coloring Book includes two pictures 

for each lesson.

Each picture has a key truth from the lesson on it.

The pictures accurately depict the Bible stories but are also creative and fun. 

We want to give special acknowledgment to Chad Frye for his wonderful biblical illustrations. 
Visit www.chadfrye.com for more information or to contact him.
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ACTIVITY BOOK

AGES 9–11

AGES 3–5

The Activity Book provides four age-appropriate activities 
corresponding to each lesson. 

The first activity is primarily for 
those who are 3–5 years old. 

Preschoolers will enjoy dot-to-dot, 
tracing, mazes, comparisons, and 

more.

The third activity is primarily for 
those who are 9–11 years old. 

Elementary students will enjoy 
crossword puzzles, word searches, 

decoding, review sheets, and 
other engaging activities.

TEACHING HINTS
Activities are useful when waiting for 
parents to pick up children, or for 
between hours if you have multiple 
Sunday School hours.



AGES 6–8

AGES 6–11
The fourth activity covers a broader range, 
6–11 years old. It starts easy then gets harder 
at the end.

The final activity for each lesson is a 
worksheet designed to increase students’ 
understanding and to help them remember 
the lesson.

The second activity is primarily for those who 
are 6–8 years old.

Early elementary students will enjoy find the 
difference, word searches, word scrambles, 
and other engaging activities.

TEACHING HINTS
Activities make Generations of Grace 
useful as a homeschool curriculum! Or 
encourage families to use them as they go 
through the Family Devotional.
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FAMILY DEVOTIONAL

READ
Read the Bible passage. The 
more you understand the 
passage and apply its truths 
to your life, the more effective 
your family devotions will be.

Five-Daily Devotionals – Guides the family 
through the Generations of Grace lesson, 
a cross-reference passage, and a passage 
about Christ to lead the family through the 
whole counsel of God.

Generations of Grace Passages – Reinforce 
the lesson that the child learned in Sunday 
School.

Cross-Reference Passage – Points to 
another passage that reinforces the central 
truth of each week’s lesson

Christ-Centered Passage – Connects each 
week’s lesson to Jesus Christ and to the 
gospel.

TEACHING HINTS
To help your children listen carefully, ask a 
question or a few before you read. Then 
they have something specific to listen for 
in the passage.



EXPLAIN

ASK

DISCUSS

Foster greater interaction 
between parent and children 
whether they’re 3 years old or 
11 years old.

Enables the conversation 
about the truth to progress to 
a deeper level.

Communicates the truth of 
each day to the parent’s heart 
and mind to prepare them to 
lead their child through the 
passage.

TEACHING HINTS
Ask the easy questions first for your younger 
children. Then have a longer discussion 
with your older ones.

TEACHING HINTS
If you use the Family Devotional as 
a Sunday School teacher, discussion 
questions are also useful for small group 
discussions during Sunday School.
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Study the Lesson (BLUE PAGES OF THE TEACHER BOOK) 
Start by reading the Scripture passage, then read the corresponding Study the Lesson section of the 
Teacher Book. Below, write the main point this text is teaching. 

______________________________________________________________

Second, write some secondary points that reinforce or flesh out the main point of this passage.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Before you think about how to teach this lesson, make sure you take time to reflect, pray, and apply 
these truths to your own life.

According to this passage, God wants me to…
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Three ways the children need to (or fail to) apply this passage are…
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Teach the Lesson (GREEN PAGES OF THE TEACHER BOOK)
Now, write out a thoughtful outline that communicates, reinforces, and repeats the one main point 
of the lesson.  
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit is the ultimate author of the Bible. Thus, it is critical to enlist His help throughout your preparations. 
Practically, this means that you must pray throughout the planning process. Familiarize yourself with the Bible 
passage by reading and rereading it. Excellent teaching requires passion and preparation.

TEACHER PLANNING SHEET



As a teacher you want to engage children’s minds. Make them think actively. List out some questions 
to ask the children you are teaching, ranging from basic who/what questions to more advanced 
how/why questions.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Illustrate the Lesson (GREEN PAGES OF THE TEACHER BOOK)
Teachers must impart the truths of God’s word in ways that interest students, clarify the truth, and 
awaken children’s attention. List illustrations (props, stories, pictures, etc.) to use through the lesson 
that will help children pay attention, understand, and remember key truths.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Preview and Review (USE THE TEACHER, CRAFT, COLORING, AND ACTIVITY  BOOKS)
For before and after the lesson, list activities you can do, crafts you can create, or songs you can sing 
that will illustrate the one main point of the passage.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY
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Study the Lesson (BLUE PAGES OF THE TEACHER BOOK) 
Start by reading the Scripture passage, then read the corresponding Study the Lesson section of the 
Teacher Book. Below, write the main point this text is teaching. 

______________________________________________________________

Second, write some secondary points that reinforce or flesh out the main point of this passage.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Before you think about how to teach this lesson, make sure you take time to reflect, pray, and apply 
these truths to your own life.

According to this passage, God wants me to…
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Three ways the children need to (or fail to) apply this passage are…
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Teach the Lesson (GREEN PAGES OF THE TEACHER BOOK)
Now, write out a thoughtful outline that communicates, reinforces, and repeats the one main point 
of the lesson.  
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

The Holy Spirit is the ultimate author of the Bible. Thus, it is critical to enlist His help throughout your preparations. 
Practically, this means that you must pray throughout the planning process. Familiarize yourself with the Bible 
passage by reading and rereading it. Excellent teaching requires passion and preparation.

TEACHER PLANNING SHEET



As a teacher you want to engage children’s minds. Make them think actively. List out some questions 
to ask the children you are teaching, ranging from basic who/what questions to more advanced 
how/why questions.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Illustrate the Lesson (GREEN PAGES OF THE TEACHER BOOK)
Teachers must impart the truths of God’s word in ways that interest students, clarify the truth, and 
awaken children’s attention. List illustrations (props, stories, pictures, etc.) to use through the lesson 
that will help children pay attention, understand, and remember key truths.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Preview and Review (USE THE TEACHER, CRAFT, COLORING, AND ACTIVITY  BOOKS)
For before and after the lesson, list activities you can do, crafts you can create, or songs you can sing 
that will illustrate the one main point of the passage.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

INTRODUCE ILLUSTRATE APPLY
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