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A well known person named 
Forrest Gump once said "Life is 
like a box of chocolates, you never 
know what you're gonna get". Also, 
many of life's pleasures are sweet 
but short.

The producers and cast of the 
"Best of the Biggest 10 minute play 
festival in the world" must have 
contemplated these two facts to 
create their truly hilarious show - 
Shorter + Sweeter.

So you've got a fl ash mobile 
phone. You love to have it set to 'loud 
as hell' whilst at the movies or the 
theatre? Then this show would have 
taught you a lesson!

The opening act of former 
'Neighbours' actress' Josephine 
Clark's (she used to play the roles 
of Allana Truman and Jamie Lee 
Duggan) had everyone shaking 
heads over people not turning off  
their phones - until even hers started 
ringing and she fi nally resolved the 
sketch to everyone's laughter.

As the audience realised that this 
was going to be a classy night at 
the theatre, the actors performed 
another sketch around the phone 
theme. This time the scene was 
placed in a public transport in which 
5 peoples' phone conversations 
merge into one massive torrent of 
words.

Then the group switched to a 
more serious style of theatre and 
performed a sketch involving a 
freshly split-up couple, showing us 
how our pride sometimes stands in 
our way when it comes to expressing 
feelings.

After the interval the group 
continued with some dramatic 
sketches like the one about Isaac, a 
traumatised rehab patient trying to 
avow himself that he caused a car-
accident and killed a young man. 
Him trying to remember the accident 

again and again fi nally lets him come 
to grips with the disaster he has 
caused.

One of the comical and theatrical 
highlights of the show was the 
sketch 'Through', in which the 
audience was introduced to life from 
the perspective of a 'pisslolly'.

Watching the three human 
pisslollies (urinal deodorising blocks) 
carving out their miserable existence 
and yet developing a sense of self-
esteem brought tears of joy into 
many viewer's eyes.

The style of 'Shorter + Sweeter' 
evolved from the Sydney-born 'Short 
& Sweet' which considers itself as a 
multi-form arts platform showcasing 
theatre, dance, music-theatre and 
cabaret - only limited by 10-minutes 
maximum per play.

It has attracted a great number 
of well-known actors, writers and 
producers.

If you missed this show, you 
missed out!
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Shorter + Sweeter
• Former ‘Neighbours’ star Nick Gunn facing his deceased wife in 

‘Perfect Stillness’

• Charlie Mycroft literally looses his 
marbles in ‘Through’

Monsoon Gallery is located in the 
North West town of Broome, WA.

The gallery has the most 
comprehensive collection of fi ne 
art in the Kimberley.

The artwork they display is often 
related not just to the Kimberley 
area but to the Pilbara also, 
particularly with the landscape art 
they exhibit.

One of their current exhibitions 
is called ‘Creatures’ by artist Helen 
Norton running from the 5th to the 
17th August at the gallery but can 
be viewed online now.

At the age of 26, self taught 
artist Helen Norton settled in 
Broome after 10 years of travelling 
and working in the Western Deserts 
in the most remote areas of the 
Australian Outback.

For the next 14 years in the 
North West she developed her well 
known style and essence as an 
artist. 

Helen was inspired by the 
archetypal and timeless sacredness 
of the Pilbara and Kimberley 
Landscapes.

Much was learned through 
observing the tenacity, 
independence and eccentricity of 
the people within these remote, 
but basic and material luxury poor 
locations, which had a richness 
of experience however, that 
surpassed poverty of ‘things’.

Her obvious love of the outback 
and her curiosity around the human 
condition is brilliantly captured in 
her internationally acclaimed work.

Today Helen resides in Perth but 
is making a much anticipated return 
to the North with her exhibition of 
new works titled ‘Creatures’.

“I pondered the appearance of 
familiar and unfamiliar ‘creatures’ – 
the known and unknown beings - 
which evolve as shapes and forms 
when one is engaged in the most 
early raw stages of a painting.

All creatures great and small

The paint oozes and drips, pools 
and fl oods, ravishes and erodes; 
and if allowed to do so in the 
actions and mind of the artist, new 
or derived creatures step forward… 
Such are the joys of painting.”

If you can’t make it to Broome 
to view this exhibition then 
you are able to preview and 
purchase her artwork or any 
other on the gallery website 
www.monsoongallery.com.au

• Artist Helen Norton


