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This year the Chamber Board of Directors, Committee members, and staff have been hard 
at work moving the mission of the Chamber forward through initiatives, programs, advocacy, 
and events. The Chamber Committees are made up of more than 150 business community 

volunteers. The tradition of these committees and through their volunteer leadership has created a tradition of meeting 
the Chamber’s mission; to promote, connect, enrich, and advocate for the Brookings area business community. Below is a 
description of the committees and how they impact the broader Brookings area business community:

Women in Leadership & Learning empowers professional women to share, educate, and influence through networking 
to build the business community. Events and programing for WILL include luncheons, annual WILL Summit, and socials. 

Connect 2140 assists young professionals to network and develop personally and professionally in an effort to retain 
dynamic and vibrant young individuals in the Brookings area. Events and programming include monthly luncheons, socials, 
and Connect Off the Clock events. 

Downtown Business District provides an authentic, inviting experience focusing on connecting community and business. 
We make our livable and workable neighborhood possible through initiatives and programs that address promotion and 
marketing, information and education, and walkability and accommodation.

Public Policy Committee of the Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce serves its members and the business community 
as a forum for evaluating public policy issues and as a voice in the political arena. The committee along with the Brookings 
Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, identifies and monitors local and state policy issues of importance to 
Chamber members and the business community. We evaluate the issue from a broad prospective, develop a position, 
educate and communicate with our members, and advocate our position to public policy makers. 
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This fall will mark the 10th year for the free Thanksgiving 
Day meal at GracePoint—and the first year the meal will 
be held in the Great Room, part of the building’s newest 
addition which opened in 2018 to better serve the 
community of Brookings.

GracePoint’s Thanksgiving meal was originally 
coordinated by long-time church members Dick and Deb 
Wilde on a volunteer basis. The Wildes organized the meal 
to reach out to international students at SDSU. The idea 
came when their own son was attending school in another 
country and couldn’t make it home for the holiday. A 
family there showed him such love and hospitality that the 
Wildes were inspired to do the same for students here in 
Brookings!

Since then, the Thanksgiving Day meal at GracePoint has 
grown to welcome anyone who is far from home or loved 
ones that day. It’s an open invitation for students, seniors, 
individuals, families, folks who are new to town, folks 
staying at local hotels, or anyone who’s interested in a big, 
family-style Thanksgiving Day dinner with turkey, ham, and 
everything that goes with it. The food is donated, and the 
whole meal is prepared by volunteers.

Some, like Lyle and Holly Hawkinson, have volunteered 
every year since the first Thanksgiving Day meal at the 
church (a full decade of service). Many memories are 
fondly shared around this GracePoint tradition. One year, 
it snowed so much the interstate was shut down and 
volunteers opened the doors to welcome in dozens of 

stranded travelers who came to break bread with our 
community that day.

For others, this meal has been an introduction to 
Brookings and to lasting community service. Amy Hadsell, 
now a Brookings realtor, shares about her family’s 
experience when they moved to town for her husband 
Bill’s job at Daktronics. At Thanksgiving time, they were in 
transition between a temporary apartment and their new 
home build. With pots and pans packed away in boxes, 
they decided to volunteer with the Thanksgiving Day 
meal to show their kids they could put a positive spin on 
their circumstances and connect with other families. Amy 
says, “The kids still tell me that was the best Thanksgiving 
ever!” The next year, Amy joined the planning team to help 
organize the meal, and the Hadsells continue to serve as a 
family in many other ways.

My husband Jeff and I remember being invited to help 
out with the Thanksgiving Day meal back in 2012. We were 
brand new to the church and met the Wildes in a small 
group held at the home of Pastor Steve and Vicki Norby. 
This has been the Miller family Thanksgiving tradition ever 
since! Now that I’ve been brought on staff with GracePoint 
overseeing hospitality and local outreach ministries, I love 
to tell new volunteers, “The first thing I was ever asked to 
do in this church was fill little, plastic cups with peanuts to 
put on the tables at Thanksgiving.” We all start somewhere, 
and there’s always somewhere to start!

BY SERENITY MILLER, Pastor, GracePoint Wesleyan Church

A Tradition of Service: Thanksgiving Day at GracePoint
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   trolley through  
    the Arboretum

Adults..............................................$10
SDSU Students w/ student ID...........$5
Youth: 6 - 15 years............................$5
Youth: 5 and under.......................FREE

Before or after visiting Santa, 

Horse-Drawn 
  Trolley Rides

Price includes: one kilometer loop through the SD 
Arboretum and a cup of hot chocolate or Kool Beans coffee.

Mondays, Dec. 10 & 17...............5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Sundays, Dec. 16 & 23................5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

• Visit Santa FREE of charge.
• Children of all ages are invited to drop off their letter to Santa in his mailbox.

We are on  
Santa’s Nice List!

Santa will also be at Garden Glow!

Garden Glow

Santa

Be sure to check out the McCrory 
Gardens gift shop, featuring unique 

souvenir and keepsake items.

Gift Shop

Stroll through a wonderland of lights, 
       images and scenes  of the holidays.

December 8 through 31
excluding Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

5 p.m. to 7 p.m. every night

1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Last ride leaves the Education  
and Visitor Center at 3:30 p.m.

&  Sunday, December 2
Sunday, December 9

1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
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StoneyBrook Suites is 
proud to be a part of the 
Brookings community. For 
the past 15 years, we have 
enjoyed serving and being 
intimately involved within 
the community. We hope 
that our services to the 
community provide comfort, 
peace of mind and enjoyment to those that live inside our 
walls here at StoneyBrook. 

For those who do not live with us, our tradition of giving 
back is one we hold near and dear to our hearts. Every 
Christmas we donate to the Brookings Area Food Pantry. 
These donations come directly from our owners, one of 
which lives locally in Brookings. StoneyBrook Suites knows 
that there is always a need for food and nutrition and giving 
back locally in this way, we saw was a great fit for our 
donation mission. Since inception of StoneyBrook, we’ve 
donated service back to the Brookings community and this 
is something we will continue to carry out each year moving 
forward.

All of our five South Dakota facilities give back to their 
community food pantry. Our residents are always welcome 
to share their ideas on how we can contribute locally and 
give back. We have some amazing residents and resident 
families here and are always open to hearing new ways to 
get involved. 

We hope that our donation brings delicious and nutritious 
meals to our neighbors and loved ones here in Brookings. 
This tradition is one that will remain for years to come as we 
know this is a constant need and we are happy to do so. 

BY ERICA FENSKE, Sales Director,  
StoneyBrook Suites Assisted Living

StoneyBrook Fights 
to End Local Hunger

M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

N O  A P P L I C A T I O N S   •   F R E E  S H O W I N G S

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two 
bedroom apartment options throughout Brookings, 
including near campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home 
park space. And our full-time maintenance staff is 
available for quick efficient repairs and timely snow 
removal.

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our 
residents for more than 40 years and our friendly 
staff would like to help you find your next apartment 
home!

M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

603 Main Ave  •  Brookings
605.692.6333

info@moriartyrentals.com
www.moriartyapartments.com

Commerical space in prime locations available. Call for details.

Of  ce Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

DOES YOUR MONEY
HAVE A
PLAN?

Wealth 
Management 

Services
520 6TH STREET • BROOKINGS

Investment management accounts that include non-bank products are not FDIC 
insured, are not deposits or obligations of, nor guaranteed by, the financial 
institution or any government agency and may be subject to investment risks, 
including possible loss of the principal invested.
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PUT OUR  
EXPERTISE 
TO WORK 
FOR YOU. 

From payroll & bookkeeping 
to expert tax preparation 
H&R Block is ready 
to work for you.

Come visit or 
call us today.

19-0234 OBTP#B13696 ©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

University Mall
1022 22nd Ave S
Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-5715

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  BROOKINGS

Greeting from Brookings Humane Society!  We are so 
proud to be a part of the Brookings Community!  In 2018, 
we celebrated our 20th year of service to not only the 
animals, but also the people of our community.  We are 
not just a place to adopt animals – we’re also pleased 
to give back to our community in a variety of ways : we 
offer a pet food pantry for families and pets in need. We 
always accept donations of dog and cat food, any brand. 
We also host a program for children to read to animals, 
volunteering time at Safety Town and other community 
events, as well as providing volunteer opportunities for 
people of all ages!  

Our 20th anniversary is a big milestone for us.  We’ve 
grown from a small, foster home-based rescue holding 
events in parking lots and at the mall, to our current 
location open six days a week.  At this location, we are 
able to house dogs, cats, and small companion animals 
full time.  We still love our foster homes!  Often we get in 
animals that are needing longer term care before they are 
able to go to their forever homes.  Foster homes play a 
vital role in this process.

We continue to work to place healthy happy animals in 
homes in our region – and we are so appreciative of the 

veterinarians who 
volunteer their 
service to ensure 
we continue to 
adopt out our 
cats, dogs, and 
even rabbits!

To continue 
our mission of 
caring for animals 
in need, we need 
your support!  
Mark your calendars!  Friday, February 22, 2019 is our 
annual Paws for Wine event at the Swiftel Center.  This 
event is our largest fundraising event of the year.  Join us 
for wine tasting, live and silent auction, music, and more!  
We rely on donations and fundraising events to continue to 
grow our mission:  To Shelter, To Protect, To Educate.     

We hope to see you at Paws for Wine.  We thank you for 
your continued support over the last 20 years, and look 
forward to serving our community for the next 20 years 
and beyond.  

BY MAIA MOORE, Executive Director, Brookings Humane Society

Celebrating 20 years at Brookings Humane Society

FUEL • FEED • AGRONOMY • LP • GRAIN

204 1ST STREET SOUTH • PO BOX 127 • BROOKINGS, SD 57006
AURORA • CLEAR LAKE • TORONTO • VOLGA • WHITE

605-692-6216

THANKS FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!

www.agfirstfarmers.com
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©2018, Great Western Bank

Bank where big enough
& small enough meet.

Brookings: 1302 6th St. • 605.692.7100
Find more great locations at GreatWesternBank.com.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  BROOKINGS

First Bank & Trust has a long tradition of giving back to 
the communities in which we live and serve. As employees, 
we are encouraged to jump in and help out as individuals, 
and we also have the opportunity to join several committees 
and groups. The Conduit is an organization with the goal to 
create a fun atmosphere both within the bank walls and in 
the community. As Conduit members, we are empowered 
to represent the diversity of First Bank & Trust employees 
in Brookings and participate in activities that benefit the 
community.

The Conduit rallies employees to get out into the 
community and volunteer with organizations they feel 
passionate about. Being part of the Conduit has opened my 
eyes to the needs of the Brookings community and given 
me the chance to help fulfill those needs through a variety 
of events and activities. 

This year, Conduit members teamed up with the 
Brookings Noon Lions Club to host a bed-build event for 
the nonprofit organization Sleep in Heavenly Peace (SHP). 
SHP’s mission is to provide safe, comfortable beds for 
children in need. This one day build event produced a 
total of 20 brand new beds for children in need within the 
Brookings community. 

Project Joy is an event the Conduit also helps with 
every year. Each holiday season, we collect donations at 

our Brookings 
locations to help 
provide gifts 
to children in 
need. In 2017, 
we collected 
monetary and toy 
donations totaling 
$1,730. First Bank 
& Trust matched 
that amount to 
bring our total donation to $3,460.

Harvest Table is another event the Conduit has 
participated in annually for the past 11 years. Conduit 
members plan, cook, and serve warm, no-cost dinners 
for anyone in the community in need of a meal and some 
company.

It is a great feeling to know that members of the First 
Bank & Trust team are out in the community volunteering 
at any given time in events like the bloodmobile, Brookings 
Marathon, S.T.A.R.S., Back 2 School Supply Drive, and more. 
I am proud to have worked alongside my fellow Conduit 
members in continuing the First Bank & Trust tradition of 
giving back to the community, and I look forward to helping 
to continue this tradition into the future.

BY SADIE PRAVECEK, Conduit Chair, First Bank & Trust

Giving Back to the Community

Health Care

in 22 communities across South Dakota, including:
Providing medical, dental and behavioral health services

Bryant   •   De Smet   •   Howard   •   Lake Preston

Health Care



November 2018 – THE LINK   |   11

22ND AVE ACROSS FROM WATERTOWER

LOOKING TO LOWER YOUR COSTS WITH 

QUALITY FOR LESS?

ECONOMICAL - FAST - FRIENDLY
MAILBOXES SHIPPING DESIGN

PACKAGING PASSPORTS NOTARY

LOCALLY OWNED & LOCALLY PRODUCED PRINTING
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The UPS Store in Brookings raises funds year round to 
benefit the Toys for Tots Literacy Program.  The Literacy 
Program developed by The UPS Store and Marine Toys 
for Tots Foundation in 2008, has the mission to offer 
our nation’s most economically disadvantaged children 
the ability to compete academically and to succeed by 
enhancing their ability to read and communicate effectively.  
One hundred percent of each dollar donated helps 
purchase books for children who need it most in Brookings.

“Reading is a critical skill that helps children succeed in 
school and beyond,” said The UPS Store franchise owner 
Reva Johnson. “The UPS Store is dedicated to making 
a positive impact in the lives of these children through 
literacy and education throughout the year and with special 
emphasis during the holiday season.”

According to research, children who grow up in homes 
where books are plentiful go further in school than those 
who don’t.  Children from traditionally low-education 
families can do as well as children from high-education 
families if they have access to books at home.  The Toys for 
Tots Literacy Program continues to not only deliver the gift 
of reading, but also the promise of a bright future.

Every donation to the Toys for Tots Literacy Program 
benefits local children in need or the libraries, schools, and 
existing programs that serve them. Every dollar helps put a 
book into the hands of a local child in need!

For more than 70 years, 
Toys for Tots has been 
bringing smiles to the faces of 
needy children through the gift of a new toy.  The Toys for 
Tots Literacy Program extends the reach of Toys for Tots by 
providing children in need with the tools that can help them 
break the cycle of poverty.

To celebrate the Toys for Tots Literacy Program’s 10th 
anniversary, The UPS Stores’ franchises are together giving 
away $100,000 worth of books and educational resources 
to 10 different organizations that serve underprivileged 
children across the country.

In an effort to help deliver the gift of reading to less 
fortunate children, The UPS Store* located at 120 22nd 
Ave. S, invites you to nominate qualifying charitable and 
philanthropic groups at theupsstore.com/bookgiveaway.  
Nominations can be submitted online through Dec. 15.  
Include a brief statement about how the organization will 
help the Toys for Tots Literacy Program meet its mission to 
provide books to economically disadvantaged children. 

*The UPS Store locations are independently owned and 
operated by licensed franchisees of The UPS Store, Inc., a 
subsidiary of UPS.  The Brookings The UPS Store is open 
M-F 7:30am-6pm; Sat 9am-3pm  store5064@theupsstore.
com 692.5441.  

BY REVA JOHNSON, Store Manager, Brookings UPS

Encouraging Childhood Literacy

 

Take the guesswork out of  
your retirement plan. 
 

Call us today at 605.692.5501 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.   
©2016 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.  

Legacy Financial Partners 
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.  
 

309 4th St  l  Brookings, SD 57006 
605.692.5501   l   planwithLFP.com 
 

Robyn Jensen, CFP®, MSFP 
Financial Advisor  

2110 12th Street S – Brookings, SD 57006  |  605.692.9463
info@knutzendental.com  |  www.knutzendental.com

PUT YOUR SMILE IN THE BEST HANDS
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I used to believe personal 
and professional growth was 
only achieved through constant, 
maximum effort. Never content, 
I would reach a goal just in time to create a new 
benchmark for myself. Achievement for the sake of 
achievement isn’t all that rewarding in the end. I realized 
my methodology was overwhelming and unsustainable. 

Instead of giving up on the plans I made for myself, I 
figured out how to achieve big goals with repeatable and 
sustainable habits. Now, I can’t wait to share some of my 
secrets with Brookings area women in January.

On January 9th, 2019, Brookings’ Women In 
Leadership & Learning (WILL) will host the second annual 
Women’s Leadership Summit Conference, 2019 “Power 
Up.” As the keynote, I’ll be sharing how to create big 
momentum from small habits. Nearly a dozen other 
accomplished business women from the Brookings and 
Sioux Falls areas will join me. 

The Summit features a half-day and whole-day sessions 
based on requests from past attendees. Proceeds will 
go to Feeding Brookings, WILL’s 2019 Summit charitable 
organization, and we’ll announce our Pinnacle Player. 
WILL’s mission is to empower women to build community 
across professions through education and networking 
opportunities. Do you know someone who serves the 
community and also inspires growth in other women? 
Please nominate her for 2019 Pinnacle Player.

Register early and get ready to “Power Up” on January 
9, 2019.

You can register by contacting the Brookings 
Area Chamber of Commerce at 605.692.6125, 
will@brookingschamber.org, or register online at 
brookingschamber.org.

**WILL Season Passes are not accepted for this event.**

BY GINA KUCK, Manager,
Daktronics Inc.

Power Up

1036 Medary Avenue, Brookings, SD 57007 
605.688.5423 SouthDakotaArtMuseum.com

Exhibits

This piece from Rooted, 
Revived, Reinvented: 
Basketry in America: 
John McQueen, 
Out of True, 2014. 
Sticks, wood, waxed 
linen.

Rooted, Revived, Reinvented: 
Basketry in America 
Harvey Dunn War Works 
Takuwe 
Ripple Effects: Artworks from 
the Permanent Collection 

Gatherings
Nov. 15, 5-7 pm: Takuwe 
Exhibition Reception and Talk
Nov. 27, 9:30 am: Chuck 
Bennis, Guild Program
Dec. 4, 9:30 am: Guild 
Christmas Party
Dec. 6, 7 pm: Chuck Vollan, 
World War 1 in Perspective

Shopping
Nov. 15-17: 
Holiday Sale
Nov. 17: SDSU 
Campus Market
December:  
20% off for 
Museum 
Members

Giving
Nov. 27: 
South Dakota 
Gives Day

Jump        in!    
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Brookings | 1441 6th Street | (605) 692-8600

GET 
FRAUD-DEFENDER!
THERE’S ONLY ONE YOU.

Let’s keep it that way.

Assisted Living | Memory Care Brookings  
605.692.6311 

Still got it.

23rd Annual

November 29, 2018

A R E A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
&  C O N V E N T I O N  B U R E A U

A R E A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
&  C O N V E N T I O N  B U R E A U

Downtown Business District Committee
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Connections!  If you know me, you know I love 
connections!  Nothing makes me happier than bringing 
multiple things together to create something bigger that 
can create a larger impact.  This could be people, ideas, 
programs, volunteers, donors, or concerned residents.  I 
believe in the power of connection to grow and develop.  I 
believe that when people come together, magical things 
can happen.  Lives can be changed, families can be saved, 
generations can be empowered.  

During the week of September 16 – 22, we were able to 
see that magic happen right here in Brookings.  You can 
see the impact that happened when people came together 
and volunteered their time to help others.  Lives will be 
touched by the work that was done.  Connections were 
made that will continue to make an impact.  Thank you to 
all those that helped during our first Week of Impact! Find 
photos on our Facebook page and Instagram account by 
searching sdbauw and #ImpactBrookingsUW.

Tuesday, November 27th will be Giving Tuesday, a day 
to support nonprofits.  Celebrated on the Tuesday following 
Thanksgiving and the widely recognized shopping events 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday kicks off 
the charitable season, when many focus on their holiday 
and end of the year giving.  For the first time ever, non-
profits and communities from across the state are uniting 
to celebrate generosity in the great state of South Dakota. 
South Dakota Gives is a movement that will bring attention 
to state wide and local nonprofits to raise funds on that day. 
Many local organizations are participating as we collaborate 
to educate, advocate and raise dollars together. We are 
making connections with each other and our communities.  
What can be better than that?! 

Watch for more information to come. Follow the initiative 
at #ForSouthDakota, #BrookingsGives.

BY HEIDI GULLICKSON, Executive Director,  
Brookings Area United Way

Connections. Collaboration.
Community.

NON-PROFIT NOOK

»»  https://bahrabrookings.shrm.org/
REGISTER ONLINE AT

DEC 12  |   12PM  |   WOODEN LEGS 
Legislative Update

Join Us!

Donate plasma and save lives.
Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

Biotest Plasma Center
718 22nd Ave. S. • Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 691-6214

New Donors EARN $200 for 4 donations!

DISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWERDISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWER

BECOmE A BIOtESt PlASmA SUPERhERO!BECOmE A BIOtESt PlASmA SUPERhERO!
Copyright © 2018 Biotest Pharmaceuticals Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

We guarantee the best donor fees in our marketing area!

093_SH_3_3833x3_3833_4cFB.indd   1 3/17/18   7:29 AM
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The mission of the Brookings County Food Pantry is to 
help solve emergency food needs through community 
support by providing Brookings County families and 
individuals with a temporary solution for their food needs. 

The BFP began in 1982 under the leadership of Ruth 
Alexander and Lola Duff and was located in the basement 
of what was then City Hall. Reviewing our 35 year history, 
we had a budget of $14,600 in 2003 and served 285 
families. The number of clients served doubled by 2007 
and remains steady since that year. It is estimated in total 
that BFP has helped nearly 14,000 families since it was 
established.

So far this year we have helped 675 households which 
included 900 children.  There have been 120 new families 
that have received help at the BFP in 2018.

The latest changes for the BFP are working with Feeding 
South Dakota, the local Wal-Mart and Hy-Vee to secure low 
cost and/or donated food to partially fulfill the needs of our 
community.  Generous donations also come from the Valero 
Inc. in Aurora, Sanderson’s Gardens, Perkins Restaurant, 
Nick’s Hamburger Shop, the SDSU Garden, and the SDSU 

Summit League Food Fight. Many other Brookings area 
residents, organizations, schools, churches, and businesses 
have also generously donated food items as well as 
money that we use to buy food to help our clients. We also 
get funding from Brookings Area United Way, the city of 
Brookings, and Brookings County. The recent purchase 
of a replacement refrigerator and two new freezers are 
tremendously important to helping achieve our mission in 
Brookings County.  Today, with two part-time employees 
and several volunteers, our annual budget is $73,000.

Since the mission of our Food Pantry is meant to be 
on an emergency basis, food aid is available for families 
three times a year (i.e. once every four months).  We are 
open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 1:00 p.m. until 
4:30 p.m.  Donations can be dropped off at that time also. 
Monetary donations can be mailed to Brookings County 
Food Pantry, P.O. Box 972, Brookings SD  57006. We are 
closed on holidays.

We extend our thanks to the Brookings county residents 
and organizations who continue to support this much 
needed and appreciated service to our clients.

BY GAIL SEEKLANDER, Food Pantry Manager, Brookings County Food Pantry
 BOB BELL, Food Pantry Board Chairman, Brookings County Food Pantry
 BETTY KNUTSEN, Food Pantry Board Member, Brookings County Food Pantry

A Look Back. . . the 35 Year History of the 
Brookings Food Pantry (BFP)

1929 Hwy 14 ByPass  .  Brookings, SD 57006  .  605.692.8323

RAMSDELL’S

FOR THE WHOLE

FAMILY
MEN . Women . Children

SATURDAYS

8:00am
T0 NOON

Saturday Special

$13.00
20 lb. propane fill

Great
Gift Idea!

Shop our high quality 
stylish boots

MON-SAT 10:30am - 10pm  &  SUNDAY 10:30am - 9pm
2320 6th Street | Brookings, SD | 605.692.1822

Cater with us for your holiday parties!
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Let's get cooking!

Extended holiday shopping hours through 12/24: 

Monday: 10am-6pm 

Tuesday: 10am-6pm 

Wednesday: 10am-6pm 

Saturday: 10am-6pm 

Sunday: 11am-4pm 

Thursday: 10am-7pm 

Friday: 10am-6pm

www.carrotseedkitchen.com
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Mary grew up in northwest Minnehaha County on a family farm. She graduated from Tri-Valley High 
School and received a Bachelor of Science degree from South Dakota State University.  Mary worked 
at SDSU for 38 years with 35 of those years being an Administrative Assistant in the Associate Dean’s 
Office in College of Ag and Bio Science (Office of Academic Programs).  She then retired in 2012.  She 
has two grown children and two grandsons – one currently enrolled as a freshman at SDSU and one 
is a sophomore at Deubrook High School.

Local Leader: Mary Kidwiler, 

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE THINGS ABOUT BROOKINGS?

There are so many things, it is hard to pick just one.  The 
typical answer is the people, which we all know, but people 
smile when I tell them one of my favorite things about Brookings 
is the trees.  I get funny looks, but I explain that we have no 
overhead power lines and that our trees are allowed to grow 
naturally.  These trees add a beauty to the city which is hard to 
surpass – just another thing that makes Brookings a great place.

 WHAT ATTRIBUTES AND/OR OPPORTUNITIES MAKE YOU 
EXCITED ABOUT BROOKINGS’ FUTURE?  

When people ask me where I am from and I say Brookings (I 
say that proudly), I always hear the comment of what a wonderful 
city Brookings is.  It is exciting to see that Brookings has grown 
to be a place of diversity with SDSU and the many industries that 
have made Brookings their home.  This blend gives Brookings 
an atmosphere of youth and vitality and this atmosphere helps 
make it such a great place to be. We have still maintained that 
small town feeling with being a very progressive city – a great 
combination which appeals to new businesses as well as to 
families coming to our community.

WHO DO YOU LOOK UP TO AS A LEADER? 

I had the opportunity to work under the direct supervision 
of five different Associate Deans during my employment at 
SDSU.  Each of these Deans were great mentors and had 
their own special way of leading.  I learned to work as a team. 
Working as a team gives strength and viability to any project, 
and I have tremendous admiration for those people who 
work behind the scenes; whether it is the janitor, the person 
that makes sure the parking lots are plowed in the winter, 
to the person who answers the phones.  These people are 
the ones that make the foundation of our community and 
make it function every day.  By everyone working together, 
Brookings has become a great place to live.

WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE ABOUT LEADERSHIP?

It is a very difficult thing to put yourself in the public eye.  
The rewards that come with taking the risk are many, but 
also one needs to learn to take criticism and listen to that 
criticism. My advice to people who want to be in leadership 
roles is first to listen and learn – to become an effective 
leader, one needs to have been an effective follower.

WHAT HAVE YOU AND/OR YOUR EMPLOYEES GAINED 
FROM BEING A CHAMBER MEMBER?  

I am amazed at all the activities that happen in this town.  
The Chamber of Commerce does a great job of letting the 
public know of these activities and opportunities, whether it be 
business conferences, seminars, the WILL luncheon, or activities 
that appeal to not only our young families, but our elderly 
citizens as well.  Keeping our community informed and engaged 
adds that special touch to our town.

Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce,
ON BEHALF OF THE 

we would like to thank Mary for her time and talents in 
making the Brookings area a vibrant place to live and work. 

City Councilperson, Deputy Mayor
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The American Indian Student Center opened the 
American Indian Education and Cultural Center in 
November 2010 at SDSU under the leadership of the 
SDSU Office of Diversity. The facility was formerly housed 
in the SDSU Foundation building with a Native American 
(NA) Student Advisor and a Program Director. Prior to the 
opening, the NA Student Advisor was the only position 
that focused specifically on supporting retention of Native 
students. In August 2012, an assistant director was hired to 
assist with building a program to better serve the student 
population and to educate the campus community on how 
to work with and support Native American students in 
higher education.

The AISC moved to the new location in May 2016 as 
SDSU began the Alumni Green construction project. We 
are currently located in the lower level of the Enrollment 
Services building on the northwest corner of campus. 
Where we once had a two story facility with ample space 
to host prospective students and their families, student 
programming, and community gatherings, we are now in a 
condensed space that does not allow for multiple events to 
take place at the same time. 

In January 2017, President Dunn released his Wokini 
Initiative White Paper titled: The Wokini Initiative: A 
Strategic Investment to Better Serve the Dakota and Lakota 
Residents of South Dakota. The initiative made our building 
project a priority and thanks to the anonymous donation 
of four million dollars from a private donor, our building is 
becoming a reality. 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2018, SDSU hosted the 
groundbreaking event ceremony for the new facility. The 
American Indian Student Center, along with TSP, Inc. the 
architects, hosted two student input sessions and two tribal 
community sessions with representatives invited on behalf 
of each of the nine SD tribes to provide guidance to the 
project design from a cultural perspective. 

Our new stand-alone building will be a state-of-the-art 
facility with a smart classroom, study and work space for 
students, and an office suite to house the professional 
staff who work with our self-identified American Indian 
students at South Dakota State University. The exterior of 
the building will tell the story of the South Dakota landscape 
from East to West River, including the Missouri River in the 
middle of our state. The building design incorporates the 
water and fire elements in the exterior and interior building 
design. It will be beautiful with an interior design that honors 
Native American history, culture, language, and art. 

Our current staff consists of a Program Director, a 
Retention Advisor/Program Coordinator, a Native American 
Recruitment Coordinator (a new position at SDSU hired 
in April 2018), a Secretary, and a Graduate Assistant. The 
Wokini Initiative has provided our department with the 
additional funding for the Native American Recruitment 
Coordinator, peer mentors, peer tutors, and Tribal 
Admissions Ambassadors.  We are excited to continue 
building and expanding our program at SDSU!

BY APRIL EASTMAN, Director, American Indian Education and Cultural Center

SDSU American Indian Education & Cultural Center

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY
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Membership Mixer

prairieplay.org

KIDS NEVER GET TIRED OF PLAYING, 
WHICH MAKES A MEMBERSHIP TO THE CHILDREN’S 

MUSEUM A GREAT GIFT FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES.

Play Along however you want at the
Children’s Museum of South Dakota.

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 5 pm
Sun: Noon - 5 pm
521 4th Street
Brookings, SD

The Brookings Business Expo and Swiftel Center’s 
Membership Mixer was a blast! Local businesses had 
the opportunity to do some networking, enjoy delicious 
food catered by Swiftel, and even got the chance to tour 
Swiftel’s newly renovated spaces! Thanks to everyone 
who participated and making another successful year 
for the Business Expo. Also, thanks to Swiftel Center for 
hosting again this year!
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CITY PLAZA • BROOKINGS • 692.2622

YOUR HOME FOR

MEN’S & WOMEN’S
CLOTHING & SHOES

CHAMBER NEWS

Ribbon Cuttings

SDSU Wellness Center
1401 NORTH CAMPUS DRIVE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

Music Therapy Empowers
614 MAIN AVE S | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

Avera Medical Clinic
400 22ND AVE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

GracePoint Wesleyan Church
1420 ORCHARD DR | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

JULIE ERICKSON
605.690.3811

WWW.CRAZY4CRUISING.COM

Give the Gift of Travel!

LAND | TRAIN | CRUISES | FLIGHTS | HOTELS | CAR RENTALS
and much more!

JULIE ERICKSON
605.690.3811

WWW.CRAZY4CRUISING.COM
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November - December

Tuesday Night Bike Ride
spoke-n-sport.com

20

15
Third Thursday at the Gardens
mccrorygardens.com
Chamber Membership Mixer
brookingschamber.org
Precision Ag at SDSU
agmuseum.com
Artist Reception | Takuwe
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum

01
Breakfast with Santa
prairieplay.org
Santa at the Museum
prairieplay.org
Brookings Blizzard vs. Bismarck Bobcats
gobrookingsblizzard.com

Brookings Blizzard vs. Aberdeen Wings
gobrookingsblizzard.com

04

07
Brookings Blizzard vs. Austin Bruins
gobrookingsblizzard.com
Music & Mistletoe Fundraiser
mccrorygardens.com

05
Felt Ornament and Tassel Workshop
agmuseum.com
Beer & Bingo
eponymousbrewing.com

07/09 Bantam A/B Hockey Tournament
brookingsrangers.com

Beer and Yoga
visitbrookingssd.com

Getting Your Art Online Pt. 2
brookingsartscouncil.org
WILL Luncheon | Lanelle Vasichek
brookingschamber.org14 Art in the Afternoon
brookingsartscouncil.org
Fifteen Minutes Ago
sdstate.edu

Beer and Bingo
eponymousbrewing.com

02
Trolley Rides and Santa at the Gardens
mccrorygardens.com
Science Sunday
prairieplay.org

17
Brookings Radio Holiday Shopping Expo
swiftelcenter.com
BHS Fall Musical Performance
brookings.k12.sd.us
Campus Market
agmuseum.com
SDSU Football vs. USD | Showdown Series
gojacks.com

18
Sensory Friendly Play
prairieplay.org
Science Sunday
prairieplay.org

Beer and Bingo
eponymousbrewing.com

21

Critical Mass Bike Ride
visitbrookingssd.com

23

Science Sunday
prairieplay.org

25

26
Photo Club
brookingsartscouncil.org
BCMS Presents: Dakota String Quartet
sdstate.edu

AG Appreciation Banquet
brookingschamber.org

27

28
Beer & Bingo
eponymousbrewing.com
Beer & Yoga
visitbrookingssd.com

28/02 Woyzeck
sdstate.edu

Brookings Blizzard vs. Bismarck Bobcats
gobrookingsblizzard.com

30

30/02 Pee Wee Hockey Tournament
brookingsrangers.com

29
Festival of Trees Grand Opening
brookingsartscouncil.org
Historic Trolley Rides
brookingschamber.org
Free Play & Cookie Decorating
prairieplay.org
Letters to Santa
facebook.com/hitchstudio
Festival of Lights Parade
brookingschamber.org

Jingle & Mingle
prairieplay.org

06
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03
Beyond Connections: Dakota Nature Park
liveinbrookings.com
Learn to Sew
joann.com/brookings

Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com

19

19/20 Miniature Horse Show
swiftelcenter.com

1 Million Cups
visitbrookingssd.com

16

Art Camp
brookingsartscouncil.org

04/07

George’s Pizza Legion Baseball Tournament
brookingsbaseball.com

01/03

May - June

18
CASA Fire & Ice Gala
eastcentralcasa.com
Exhibit Opening | Harvey Dunn: Illustrations
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum
Exhibit Opening | Heroes, Saviors, and Triumphs: Illustrations 
by Paul Goble
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum

17
Third Thursday at the Gardens
mccrorygardens.com
Chamber Membership Mixer | Brookings Built Green
brookingschamber.org

25
Critical Mass Bike Ride
brookingscriticalmass.weebly.com
Learn to Make Jewelry
joann.com/brookings

25/26 Ponies of America Show
swiftelcenter.com 11

Sensory Friendly Play
prairieplay.org
Learn to Crochet
joann.com/brookings

22
Fruit Inspired Cupcakes
joann.com/brookings
Tuesday Night Ride
facebook.com/spokensportbrookings
Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

02
Dairy Fest
swiftelcenter.com
Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com
Basic Elements of Photography
brookingsartscouncil.org

1 Million Cups
visitbrookingssd.com

16

Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com

26

Brookings High School Graduation
brookings.k12.sd.us

27

Memorial Day Program
swiftelcenter.com

28

Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

29

1 Million Cups
visitbrookingssd.com

30

31
Got Milk Gala
swiftelcenter.com
Summer Kick-Off
prairieplay.org

Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

05

Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com

09

10
26th Annual Brookings Car Show
brookingscarshow.org
Science Sunday
prairieplay.org
Fruit Inspired Cupcakes
joann.com/brookings

12
Exhibit Opening | My Hero: Contemporary Art & Superhero Action
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum
Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

South Dakota Quarter Horse Association Summer Shootout
swiftelcenter.com

14/17

14
Cartooning Mad Libs
brookingsartscouncil.org
Kids Mystery Dinner Theatre
prairieplay.org
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Epic deals are 
back this Black 
Friday weekend 
starting Thursday 
night!
Look for our insert in 
the Wednesday, 
November 21st issue 
of the Brookings 
Register for deals you 
don’t want to miss.

Next to Arby’s on 6th Street
605.692.2000



Talk to Us About Our Juicy CD Specials

*annual percentage yield

Dakotaland FCU
509 N. Main Street
Redfield, SD 57469

*****ECRWSS*****
Local 
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

57350 Bring this ticket in for a 
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February 1, 2014 : Double Header begins at 3:00 pm
Greeno Building: 502 E. 2nd Street - Redfield, SD

Dakotaland Night with the Pheasants
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