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SHAKE OFF THE FUNK!

This might sound like a George Clinton song, but it’s real. Ever notice some of your employees 
with dropping shoulders around the office? Well it’s summer and it’s time to shake off the funk.

Team outings are a great way to facilitate bonding with your team members, reduce employee 
stress and give them the chance to get to know one another outside of the office. Professional 

development and team lunches can be done any time of the year. This is summer and it’s time to have creative team outings. 
Below are a few ideas for you and your employees to get recharged and stay focused as well as enjoy the outdoors. One idea 
is to have a City wide Scavenger Hunt for your employees. If you have enough staff members to make teams, this would be a 
friendly competition, if not, this is a fun challenge for a small team to interact and get some exercise. With the help of the Chamber 
to offer suggestions for a business hunt or use an app like Stray Boots to guide you around Brookings. 

Another idea is to have a culinary team-building activity with a twist, everything from first course to dessert needs to be made 
with use of a grill. Divide your team into smaller teams, pick a food category, and challenge each team to whip up something 
delicious. Make it more difficult by picking a single ingredient that all teams must use, like maple syrup or Oreos. Of course 
all ingredients need to be purchased locally. This will help build moral among employees and keep the tax base growing by 
supporting local businesses. 

Lastly, take the afternoon off to have some team building at one of many lakes and rent canoes/kayaks for the day. Nothing says 
“let’s work together” quite like trying not to end up in the water. Take advantage of the outdoors while having fun. I know that the 
Dakota Nature Park would be more than willing to rent our equipment for your outing. 

It’s summer and there is a lot to do. This issue of the LINK has a number of ways for you and your staff to shake off the funk. 
Have a great summer!
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Now in its fourth summer, Downtown at Sundown brings 
live music, food and drink vendors, free kids activities, and 
retail businesses to the streets of downtown Brookings. 
For seven nights between July and August, Fifth Street 
buzzes with families enjoying the bouncy houses and 
friends laughing over a cold one. It’s the epitome of summer 
shenanigans. Bring the whole crew, admission is free.

DT@SD (as we affectionately call it), has become the 
cultural melting pot of Brookings in the summer months. 
Believe it or not, planning for it begins in early February 
and picks up steam through May, when our staff and 

interns come together and become one big family, in one 
big effort to create a place where everyone is welcome. 
By July, our team is in full-on lime green apparel, ready to 
haul equipment, set the fence, pop-up tents, and create 
the perfect atmosphere. This summer, we’re excited to 
bring back a few amazing acts from last year while also 
introducing the community to some new and funky sounds. 
Mark your calendar and meet us at Downtown at Sundown! 

For all the nitty gritty details, check out 
DowntownAtSundown.org and follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram and Snapchat.

BY EMILY BRAUN, Marketing & Communications Coordinator, Brookings Convention & Visitors Bureau

Summer Fun With Downtown @ Sundown

COVER STORY
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JULY 12 | SGT ROCK
•  Breaking it down on the first night is the 147th Army 

Band SGT ROCK. Bring your dancing shoes as this 
band does it all, from pop hits to rock and roll classics. 
Their dynamic vocals and killer dance moves will have 
everyone out of their seats, clapping their hands, and 
wanting more.

JULY 19 | David Gerald
•  From Detroit to Brookings, David Gerald brings his 

blues-infused rock and soul hybrid hits to the stage. He’ll 
be throwing it back to Albert King, B.B. King and Stevie 
Ray Vaughan. Expect to hear some classic tunes mixed 
with original songs.

JULY 26 | Soca Jukebox
•  This five-piece ensemble will transport you to the 

islands with a blend of reggae, calypso, and  
rasta-goodness. Folks of all ages will enjoy the charisma, 
humor and shimmering steel pans that is Soca Jukebox.

AUGUST 2 | Whosah
•  Hailing from across the border in Minnesota, Whosah 

is a personal indie pop band featuring an eclectic mix 
of techno beats and meaningful lyrics. These five young 
men are pursuing the music they love and put on a great 
show while doing so.

AUGUST 9 | Avenger Joe
•  Bringing it back home is Aurora’s very own Kaila 

Dakota combining her band “On The Run” to form 
Avenger Joe. This 5-member band specializes in country 
pop and rock music. They’ve shared the stage with 
Sawyer Brown, Rascall Flats, Jake Owen and Hairball, 
just to name a few. 

AUGUST 16 | Kirsten Thien
•  Returning to the stage all the way from New York 

City is the Kirsten Thien Band. Kirsten’s mix of blues, 
R&B, and soulful jazz brings together old-world Chicago, 
with New Orleans flavor and a Memphis kick. Her 
influences include Otis Redding, B.B. King, and  
Aretha Franklin.

AUGUST 23 | Nathan Dean and Damn Band
•  Rounding out the season and leaving us wanting 

more is Nathan Dean & The Damn Band from Arizona. 
These four country guys bring a whole lot of passion to 
the stage, featuring a mix of your favorite country rock 
and roll roots, as well as a few originals.

2018 DOWNTOWN AT SUNDOWN LINEUP
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BY DARREN HOFF, Recreation Manager, Brookings Parks, Recreation & Forestry

Summers in Brookings: A Prairie Oasis

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  BROOKINGS

Growing up in our little oasis on the prairie, I have fond 
memories participating in the summer recreation programs 
offered in the City of Brookings. These programs introduced 
me to swimming, golf, tennis and baseball. Summers, for 
my friends and I, meant swimming at Hillcrest Pool, playing 
some sort of sport at the “church yard,” and riding our 
bicycles throughout the community. Our rides would follow 
a similar path that found us riding through Larson Park, 
Hillcrest Park, Sexauer Park, Pioneer Park, and then Lion’s 
Park so we could take the pedestrian path over the railroad 
tracks to head toward Brookings High School and Bob 
Shelden Field. As we grew older and wiser, we learned to 
include the SDSU campus to shoot hoops at the Barn and 
the occasional stop at the Dairy Bar.

Creating community through people, parks and programs 
is the focus for today’s summer rec programs. This has 
evolved to include kids and adults with busy summer 
schedules that include programs and opportunities 
in fishing, swimming, golf, kayaking, tennis, disc golf, 
horseshoes, baseball, softball, pickle ball, volleyball, 
kickball, soccer and horsemanship. The single track and 
pump park provide an outlet for our local mountain  
biking enthusiasts. 

If you are more interested in nature and the outdoors, 
our Dakota Nature Park naturalist programs are a great way 
to discover Mother Nature’s influence and beauty while 
connecting with the park’s natural surroundings. Many 
community members benefit by growing their own food with 
the garden plots program at Douglas Chittick  
Community Gardens.

Our area recreational partners continue programming 
that encompass the arts. The Brookings Arts Council 
offers classes in photography, woodworking, painting 

and drawing. The Public Library 
provides book clubs, crafts, 
reading programs, gaming and 
story time.  

Our other area partners provide 
high-level athletic training and 
competition focused on increasing 
community pride, team work and 
skill development. Many provide 
the opportunity to travel to other 
communities for games and 
weekend tournaments.

The Brookings Park system offers many different 
recreation paths and trails to get outside and get moving. 
The “Allyn Frerich’s Recreation Trail” meanders along the 
East and South side of Brookings and connects user’s to 
city amenities such as the Swiftel Center, Larson Park, 
Edgebrook Golf Course, Brookings County Outdoor 
Adventure Center, Fishback Soccer Park and McClemans 
Park. Expect to find the trail filled with bikers, runners, 
walkers and some friendly critters. The system provides 
a variety of gathering spaces for families and friends for 
picnics, reunions and parties. When it comes to recreation, 
there is plenty to do in our oasis on the prairie.

EVERY PET DESERVES THE 
VERY BEST.

3127 US Hwy 14 Bypass – Brookings, SD 57006
P: 605.692.0955
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Health Care

Keeping 
Communities Well

De Smet Dental Services | 605.854.3444
De Smet Community Health Center | 605.854.3455
Howard Community Health Center | 605.772.4574

Prairie Winds Dental | 605.772.4703
Lake Preston Community Health Center | 605.847.4484

310 Main Avenue
Downtown Brookings

605.592.9277
www.carrotseedkitchen.com

IT ’S OUR jam!
Summer,

 Ben Hauck, Agent 
 Ben Hauck Agency, Inc. 

 510 Main Ave S, Brookings 
 Bus: (605) 692-2500 
 bhauck@amfam.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 

American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7589040

Call (605) 692-2500 today to see how I 
Can help proteCt what matters most.

proteCt the home that brIngs
your dreams to lIfe. 
EVERY MILE, EVERY MILESTONE,
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED.
CALL (605)692-2500 TODAY TO SEE HOW I
CAN HELP PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST.

 Ben Hauck, Agent 
 Ben Hauck Agency, Inc. 

 510 Main Ave S, Brookings 
 Bus: (605) 692-2500 
 bhauck@amfam.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 

American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7589040

Call (605) 692-2500 today to see how I 
Can help proteCt what matters most.

proteCt the home that brIngs
your dreams to lIfe. 

Ben Hauck, Agent
Ben Hauck Agency, Inc.

510 Main Ave S, Brookings
Bus: (605) 692-500

bhauck@amfam.com

 Ben Hauck, Agent 
 Ben Hauck Agency, Inc. 

 510 Main Ave S 
 Brookings, SD 57006 
 Bus: (605) 692-2500 American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 

American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7980721

Call (605) 692-2500 today to see how I 
Can help proteCt what matters most.

every mIle, every mIlestone,
we've got you Covered. 

Join us for a night of 
fun and disruption, as 
we discuss workforce 

challenges.
BROOKINGS

JULY 25, 2018

Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium 
Club 71

4:30PM – 9:00PM

TICKETS
Early Bird: $20.00

After July 1: $25.00
Table of 8: $150.00

MORE INFO
disrupthr.co/city/brookings

Insurance and Trust 
not FDIC Insured.

ANNUAL
PERCENTAGE
YIELD2.18%

18 MONTH CD

$5,000 MINIMUM BALANCE

SPECIAL

Limited time o� er ending June 30, 2018
Rates do not apply to public funds. 

There may be a penalty for early withdrawal.

dacotahbank.com
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I can only imagine how torn parents can be now that 
summer has arrived. They are pondering this: the sun is 
shining, the temperatures have warmed up, and now it is 
time for vacations, camping, and visiting the lake cabin. 
But they also realize the hard truth: that school is out. They 
need to determine what to do with the kids so they don’t 
destroy the house, constantly bicker with each other, or 
continuously call for every little thing. How can anyone 
enjoy the summer under those circumstances?

The City of Volga’s Park and Recreational Program offers 
activities to area youth every summer, helping them to stay 
busy and active. We offer a wide variety of activities certain 
to pique the interest of any child. This includes traditional 
activities such as baseball, softball, soccer, basketball 
and volleyball. We also pair up with local teachers and 
volunteers for other activities including lacrosse, pickleball, 
music camp, theater camp and more. We even go on fishing 
trips!

Cross Generational Experience is a unique program that 
ties together our local generations. We work closely with 
Dakota Sun Assisted Living, allowing the residents and 

the children to bond together, bridging the gap between 
generations. They spend their time together making 
crafts and playing games. This is one of our most popular 
activities and quite rewarding for everyone involved. 

Of course, summer is not complete without a little 
swimming! The Park and Rec program also offers great 
activities at the Volga City Pool. Kids participate in 
swimming lessons from tot swim to level five swimming 
lessons. We offer water aerobics and, of course, open swim. 
Stay tuned this summer for different events at the pool 
including Teen Night, Family Night and Night Swim. 

So many great opportunities allow parents the relief of 
getting the kids out of the house and active while staying 
under adult supervision. We invite all to come check out the 
Summer Park and Rec programs we offer.  

For more information, like us on Facebook at our ‘Volga 
Park and Rec’ page or visit volgacity.com and click on 
Parks & Recreation. Everyone with the Volga Park and Rec 
program is continually working to keep true to our tagline: 
Volga You’ll Love It Here! 

BY LIZ NIX, Parks & Recreational Director, City of Volga

Keeping Kids Active in Volga



June 2018 – THE LINK   |   11

BY CHUCK CECIL, Community Member

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  VOLGA

Time Stands Still
The barn’s cleaned, the equipment’s greased, and the 

horses are harnessed.      

    The Trygve A. Trooien Horse-Drawn Museum and other 
Brookings County Museum buildings in Volga’s City Park 
are open seven days a week from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

    The brand new horse-drawn museum is the only 
museum dedicated to South Dakota’s horse-drawn era from 
about 1870 into the 1950s. 

   Trygve Trooien, an Oak Lake Township farmer who died 
in 2015, set aside $100,000 in his will for the facility. The 
museum, under the leadership of President Phil Wagner of 
Brookings, raised another $50,000. 

  To show hitch and harness configurations, the museum 
stables four life-sized, fiberglass horses that are now a 
popular part of the farm equipment and horse-drawn 
conveyance display.  

  Recently donated are a horse-drawn 600-gallon fuel 
wagon from Jim Martin, of rural Brookings, as well as a 
harness racing cart and a two-passenger sleigh donated by 
Conor Rude, also of Brookings.

   The new museum also displays accoutrements, 
photographs of local farmers and their teams, and items 
related to the state’s horse-drawn era.      

   Next door, the main museum is packed with historic 
items, including a furnished pioneer home kitchen and living 
room. Elsewhere on the campus is a 1870s log cabin and an 
1880s rural school, both furnished with period specific items.  

    The county museum was started in the mid-1930s in 
the county courthouse. In the late 1960s, proposals were 
sought from county communities to host a new museum. 
Volga offered two free city park lots plus utility concessions 
in perpetuity.

That's how many artist Patrick Dougherty used 
to create his giant sculpture, Tangle Town, 
at the Children's Museum of South Dakota.

What neat things can you make out of sticks? 
Show us at #PlayAlongSD

 
Play Along however you want at the 
Children’s Museum of South Dakota.

prairieplay.org



Laurina Paperina, Be Proud, 2014, mixed media on 
paper, courtesy of Fouladi Projects, San Francisco, CA 

1036 Medary Avenue  |  Brookings,  SD 57007 
605.688.5423 |  SouthDakotaArtMuseum.com 

Organized by Carrie Lederer, 
Curator of Exhibitions, Bedford Gallery, 
Lesher Center for the Arts, Walnut Creek, CA. 

June 12 - Oct 2, 
2018

1.

Simon Monk, Tim Drake from the Secret Identity 
series, 2012, print  

My Hero!  Contemporary Art & Superhero Action 

FUEL • FEED • AGRONOMY • LP • GRAIN

204 1ST STREET SOUTH • PO BOX 127 • BROOKINGS, SD 57006
AURORA • CLEAR LAKE • TORONTO • VOLGA • WHITE

605-692-6216

THANKS FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!

www.agfirstfarmers.com

Assisted Living | Memory Care | Brookings | Schedule a tour! 605.692.6311

For Extraordinary People

Extraordinary

Care
Assisted Living | Memory Care | Brookings | Schedule a tour! 605.692.6311

For Extraordinary People

Extraordinary

Care

BANK BETTER. BANK SMARTER.

800.843.1552    |     BROOKINGS    |     WWW.BANKEASY.COM

GREAT RATE!
DRIVE AWAY WITH A

Auto loans made EASY.
Stop in or call today!

Donate plasma and save lives.
Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

Biotest Plasma Center
718 22nd Ave. S. • Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 691-6214

New Donors EARN $200 for 4 donations!
DISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWERDISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWER

BECOmE A BIOtESt PlASmA SUPERhERO!BECOmE A BIOtESt PlASmA SUPERhERO!

093_SH_3_3833x1_5867_4cFR.indd   1 3/19/18   3:07 PM

Call or visit hrblock.com to make an 
appointment today. 

Come in for a FREE 
Second Look® Review.1
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At participating o�ces. Results vary. All tax situations are di	erent. Fees apply if you have us file an amended return. 
The IRS allows taxpayers to amend returns from the previous three tax years to claim additional refunds to which they 
are entitled. Applies to individual tax returns only. OBTP#B13696 ©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
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Summer has arrived and the library is rocking the summer 
reading program theme, “Libraries Rock!” 

Summer Reading Program has begun and is in full swing. 
Kids age 0-17 are encouraged to sign-up for the summer 
reading program. Kid’s 0-12 can read to earn library bucks 
to spend in the library store at the end of summer. Teens 
(13-17) read for the chance of winning a weekly prize.  Adults 
are encouraged to read from PBS’s and ALA’s 100 Great 
American Reads list. They will then be entered into a  
prize drawing. 

While reading is the main reason for the Summer Reading 
Program, we also have many programs and activities for 
kids and adults happening this month. 

For kids, we have our Super Wednesday programs. On 
June 6, The Lego Guy will help kids build their own musical 
instrument. On June 13, bring your bike and ride through 
the obstacle courses at the bike rodeo on Kidoodle Way. 
Rocking Rob will be singing and dancing at the library on 
June 20. All the big trucks will be visiting Kidoodle Way on 
June 27 from 9-11 a.m. Come see all the big trucks that keep 
the city running for the Transportation Fair.

Kids are also invited to come and play Bingo every 
Monday at 1:00 p.m, and see a great movie every Friday at 
1:00 p.m. Story time resumes on Monday’s at 11:00 a.m. 

For the Teens, there’s Wii Gaming on Tuesday’s at 2:00 
p.m. and Anime club meets on Thursday’s at 2:00 p.m. 
Remember to register for Pizza and Pages (space and 
books are limited). Puppet Club is always looking for teens 
who like to perform. Practices are on the Tuesday before 
the Thursday night performance. 

Don’t fear! We have not forgotten our adult patrons. We 
have books clubs: Booked for Murder, Fiction, Non-fiction, 

and just for the summer, a Themed Book Club to tie into the 
Great American Reads. Come and learn about the history 
of “How Western Music Won the West” with The Everharts. 
There will be music and storytelling. We are expanding our 
ever popular craft night from one to two a month, on June 
11 and June 26 at 6:30 p.m. Movies are not just for the kids. 
We will have a movie night on Thursday, June 28, at 6:30 
p.m. 

There is always something happening at the library. Stop 
by and see what we have going on! The library is open 
Monday through Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Friday 
and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 1:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.

BY ASHIA GUSTAFSON, Director of Library Services, Brookings Public Library

EDUCATION

Rockin’ and Rollin’ at the Library

120 22ND AVE S  l  BROOKINGS, SD 57006
605.692.5441  l  PRINT5064@THEUPSSTORE.COM
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Summer Offers a Chance to Play Along
BY KERRIE VILHAUER, Director of Marketing, Children’s Museum of South Dakota

With each trip to the Children’s Museum of South Dakota, 
families find new and different ways to explore — especially 
in the summer, when our outdoor prairie comes to life in 
a whole new way, sprouting from snow-covered prairie 
grasses filled with bunny tracks and chattery birds, to 
green grass and sand pits surrounded by playful, squealing 
children. The land that was once quiet, muffled by a thick 
blanket of snow, transitions to open space for running and 
exploring.

Children see summers as a time to play without the worry 
of schedules and school work. Somehow as adults we 
don’t experience it that way, but that doesn’t mean we can’t 
pretend. After all, everyone who sets foot into the Children’s 
Museum is invited to travel back to childhood and play 
along letting their imagination swoop them away from the 
worries of the day.

Here are some of the ways we’re letting your imagination 
soar this summer:

•  It’s our second summer with Tangle Town, an outdoor 
installation built by artist Patrick Dougherty with help from 
volunteers and museum staff. Featuring six tons of saplings, 
it’s a space to create a home, play hide and seek, or just 
touch, feel, and explore.

•  Our stream will be filled with water, allowing children a 
place to fish, splash, or build dams.

•  New this summer is a science, technology, engineering, 
art and math (STEAM) Camp for children age 5-12. The 
all-day camp offers two (similar) sessions, June 18-22 and 
July 23-27, with opportunities for activities such as doodling 

robots, science and technology challenges, and saving the 
city from toxic popcorn. (You’ll have to attend to figure out 
what that last one means!) 

•  The second floor of the museum will be abuzz with a 
variety of programming ranging from Mini Maker Studios 
featuring play-dough, finger paint, and fizzy bubbles, to 
Make-n-Takes with the pottery wheel, screen printing, and 
canvas painting.

•  Additionally, weekdays from 1-4 p.m. we feature bonus 
programming, offering people a chance to make, tinker, and 
play in our Maker Studio or explore exhibits from days gone 
by. Even the blue blocks!

As summer changes routines in your life, it’s a great 
reminder to see play everywhere, and anywhere. You 
don’t have to be in Tangle Town to imagine what you can 
make out of sticks. You don’t even have to be in our Maker 
Studio to start creating. Whatever experience you take out 
of the Children’s Museum of South Dakota can follow you 
wherever you go.

Take time to come and play with us this summer. Then, 
bring that play to the world: we invite you to share how you 
play. What can you make out of sticks? What can you find 
near a stream?

Make those things. Find those things. And if you are are 
so inclined, share those things with us! Find us on social 
media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram), tag us, and use 
#PlayAlongSD.

We can’t wait to see how you explore!

14  |   THE LINK – June 2018
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 We offer a wealth of activities throughout the year to 
stay active and get outdoors. We live out our mission 
“connecting people and plants through education, 
discovery, research, and enjoyment of the natural and built 
landscape” on a daily basis.

EDUCATION. McCrory Gardens hosts a wide array of 
educational opportunities all year round. This summer 
specifically, we offer Books in Bloom, Team Green, and 
Green Thumb Garden Apprentices to children of Pre-K 
through 5th grade. NEW!  Kristina Gindo of Music Therapy 
Empowers will be bringing her expertise to McCrory 
Gardens each Saturday morning in June, July and August.  
Target audience: birth to 3-years-old. Our corporate partner, 
First Bank & Trust, has donated funds to our children’s 
educational programs. Their gift sponsors children and 
youth-in-need. If financial assistance is needed in order for 
one to participate in our summer programming, scholarship 
monies are available! Check out our website for more 
workshop information.

DISCOVER. What a better way to discover the intricacies 
of McCrory Gardens than by volunteering. We can always 
use help with our gardening activities like weeding, 
deadheading, and general garden maintenance. In late 
May and early June we have the tulip relocation, where we 
remove tulips from our TuliPalooza plot and replant them 

throughout the Gardens. We also begin planting our 40,000 
annuals and perennials at the same time of year. In addition, 
volunteers are instrumental in assisting with special events 
and festivals in the garden throughout the summer months.  
Contact our volunteer coordinator to let us know you are 
ready and willing to help!

RESEARCH. With the protection of the perimeter fence, 
the work of planting new varieties and specialty gardens 
can safely commence. It is difficult for many to comprehend 
the destruction and vandalism of the previous years, but 
it happened. Many times over. As with all that McCrory 
does, we welcome and desire collaboration. Use our 
“living laboratory” for your citizen science project. Think of 
McCrory to study the birds, bees, and butterflies, to satisfy 
your intrigue in landscaping, to reveal the trees, shrubs and 
plants that do well in our area.

ENJOY. McCrory Gardens is open all year round. One 
can literally come every day and see something new within 
the 25 acres of formal gardens and 45 acres of arboretum.  
Enchanting, peaceful, sanctuary, and hidden gem – these 
are all terms we hear frequently from visitors. Come and 
see what close to 10,000 visitors from 46 states and 16 
countries saw in 2017. It just keeps getting bigger and 
better. Bring your coffee, bring your lunch. Escape into 
nature for a while!

There’s Always Something Growin’ On
BY LISA MAROTZ, Director of Operations, McCrory Gardens

MEMBER’S VOICE
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Summer is a time for fun, a time for family vacations, 
and a time for hanging out with friends. Summer is also a 
time that we can see a shift in services for our youth. Many 
of these issues are being addressed by local nonprofits, 
but it is important that as a county, we understand the 
problems that our families face.  

Did you know 26 percent of Brookings County youth are 
eligible for free or reduced priced school lunches? During 
the school months, children can receive breakfast and 
lunch at school and receive a “backpack” of food for the 
weekend.  When summer hits, some of these resources 
aren’t available and it puts our local children at greater 
risk of not having access to proper nutrition. In fact, the 
Feeding SD website reminds us that one in every six 
children in SD are food insecure. Together we can fight 
against the issue of food insecurity through programs 
at local organizations such as the Boys and Girls Club, 
Great After School Place and Brookings Backpack Project, 
as well as Brookings County Food Pantry and Feeding 
Brookings.

Another area that needs to be addressed during the 
summer is in that of education. Students risk losing two 
to three months of learning math and reading skills if they 
aren’t engaged in learning, this is called the “summer 
slide.” Without books and computers in the home and 
family resources to afford high quality summer camps, 
low income youth are at a greater risk of the summer 
slide than their peers. Brookings County nonprofits 
have focused on this issue and have created programs 
to address the problem. A partner in the fight against 
summer slide is the Brookings Public Library. Programs 

and events are available for all age groups to make 
summer reading fun and educational. 

One way to make sure all students can attend summer 
activities is the Dog Days of Summer promotion offered 
by the Brookings Area Transit Authority. For children ages 
4-18, this program allows them to have pre-scheduled 
in-town rides all summer long for $50 and $100 for those 
within a six-mile radius of Brookings. 

 The long days of summer should be remembered as 
fun and care free, and because of the coordinated efforts 
and generosity of so many donors in Brookings County, 
this can be a reality for our youth without the worries of 
food and falling behind in school.

BY HEIDI GULLICKSON, Executive Director, United Way

United Way Works

NON-PROFIT NOOK

No monthly fees, no minimum balance, no
direct deposit requirement. Plus, no monthly
service charges to use your debit card.

Brookings: 1302 6th St.
605.692.7100
GreatWesternBank.com

Be free.
Be greater.

©2018, Great Western Bank
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Local Leader:
A native of Canby, MN, Ashia Gustafson completed her B.A. in History at the University of Minnesota, 
Morris in 2007. She completed her Masters in Information and Library Science from the University 
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, in 2010. Ashia got her first library job in December 2010 as a Children’s 
and Teen’s Librarian in the Thief River Falls branch library of the Northwest Regional Library System 
in Thief River Falls, MN. In 2012, she became the Thief River Falls Branch Manager. She was very 
excited when the Director position opened in Brookings and was thrilled to be chosen for the position. 

She and her husband Jared have one son and are enjoying living on their small hobby farm north of 
Bruce with their four horses and two dogs.

Ashia Gustafson

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE THINGS ABOUT BROOKINGS?

There is definitely a great sense of community in Brookings. 
Even as it continues to grow, there is a very small town feel to 
Brookings.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES EXCITE YOU ABOUT BROOKINGS?

It’s a very active city! There is always something to do. 
Having three museums, an active library, the Swiftel Center, 
SDSU, and all the many other organizations means there is 
always something happening. Dakota Nature Park and McCrory 
Gardens offer the chance to connect with nature.

WHAT LEADERS DO YOU LOOK UP TO?

Leaders that lead by example and have a passion for what 
they are doing and a passion for bringing out the best in other 
people.

WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE ABOUT LEADERSHIP?

Continue to find networking and professional development 
opportunities to grow as an individual and a leader. Be 
passionate about your work and inspire and help grow that 
passion in others around you.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF BEING A CHAMBER MEMBER?

The continued opportunities for networking and professional 
development through the Sub40 socials and WILL. The ability 
to promote the many things happening at the library has been 
wonderful.

Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce,
ON BEHALF OF THE 

we would like to thank Mrs. Gustafson for her time and talents in 
making the Brookings area a vibrant place to live and work. 
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The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce, has been 
named the recipient of the Publication of the Year award 
by the Mid-America Chamber Executives (MACE). The 
honor occurred at the group’s annual conference, held in 
Sioux Falls in May. The organization represents chamber 
executives in the six-state region of Iowa, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin. 
Awards were handed out for Digital Campaign of the Year, 
Event of the Year, Executive of the Year, Public Policy of the 
Year and Publication of the Year. 

The Publication of the year award included nominees 
from around the six-state region and is presented to the 
chamber publication that has shown innovation, relevance 
to the organization, quality content, originality, and 
audience engagement tactics that provide a benchmark 
for other organizations to follow. The Brooking Areas 
Chamber’s monthly The LINK publication was selected as 
the winner. 

The LINK has been in existence since December of 
2015 and has helped change the way the Chamber gets 
its message out to its members. Originally a quarterly 
newsletter was proposed with no more than eight pages. 
A new Chamber business member reached out to the 
Chamber with an idea for a monthly magazine. The idea 
of a newsletter quickly developed into a 24-page monthly 
magazine that was distributed to area households and 
businesses. This came to fruition because of a partnership 
with Creative Printing.

“I am pleased and humbled to be a partner for this award 
with the Brookings Area Chamber and the community 
of Brookings. This award solidifies our belief that the 
Brookings Area Chamber Staff and our team at Creative 
Printing have created a special product to broadcast the 

chamber’s message and bring value like no other to its 
advertisers,” said owner of Creative Printing, Brad McGirr. 
“We look forward to what the future of The LINK has to 
offer.” 

The Chamber designs the cover and creates the content 
while Creative Printing handles design, layout, ad sales 
and distribution. Each issue reaches more than 20,000 
households and businesses in a 25-mile radius. The 
partnership helps to expose the Chamber and Creative 
Printing and more than 820,000 magazines and 41 issues of 
The LINK have been distributed.

“I want to thank and congratulate our membership and 
the Chamber Board of Directors for their support of this 
magazine. The Chamber staff along with our partners at 
Creative Printing provide excellence through our monthly 
publication. This award goes to show that our hard 
work and dedicated partnership provides a platform for 
communicating our mission to the Brookings area,” said 
Brookings Area Chamber President & CEO, David Merhib. 

The LINK was chosen for its integration with the 
community, its relevancy and its reach. What started as 
a simple newsletter quickly grew into a broad magazine 
that is received not only by chamber members, but also 
by surrounding community members and businesses. Its 
relevant and timely business information has created a 
broad community appeal that has helped strengthen the 
chamber’s connection with their surrounding community. 

The other MACE Publication of the Year finalists were:
•  Mason City Chamber of Commerce
•  Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of Commerce

BY ALEX RUDIE

The LINK: 2018 Publication of the Year

SPECIAL INTEREST
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It seemed as though winter was never going to release it’s 
grip on the area, but the days of late have been quick to wash 
away those bad memories of snow and blow and now provides 
the chance for you to fill your summer with creativity and art.

The Brookings Arts Council has a robust schedule of classes 
and exhibits designed to deepen your knowledge and develop 
your skills while you explore many art forms and artists works.  
In our newly renovated ADA accessible building, enjoy art 
exhibits on a daily basis in the Main and Small gallery. Take 
a class in our state of the art classroom from top local and 
regional artists who are excited to spark your creativity and 
enhance your skills. Our hours are Tuesday through Friday, 
noon to 5pm and summer Saturday hours of 9am-12pm 
to compliment the Farmers Market held to the east of our 
building.

Classes such as Basic Photography, Art Camp, Cartooning 
Mad Libs, and Watercolor Techniques with Barbara Sparks 
show there is something for everyone! Classes can be 
registered online on our website or in person. Our building 
is also home to a variety of groups that utilize our classroom; 
Woodcarvers, Life Drawing, Brookings Photo Club and our 
Thursday Basement Painters all find their creative hive here at 

the Brookings Arts Council. Contact us so we can provide you 
more information so you can join one of these fabulous groups.

Looking for an evening to view the latest works in our gallery 
and to speak with the artist? Our receptions for new exhibits 
are held on Thursday’s from 4:30-6:30pm. Be sure to watch 
the Brookings Register, our Facebook page (Brookings Arts 
Council) and our website www.brookingsartscouncil.org for the 
most up-to-date information regarding the current exhibit and 
reception as well as our upcoming exhibits. 

We invite you to come visit us when you are touring 
Brookings – and be sure to bring in your Brookings Great 8 
Passport, we’d love to add our stamp to your travels. Soon 
to be coming from the CVB, be sure to check out the Artful 
Dozen, a map of 12 sculptures found throughout Brookings, 
one of which is at the BAC!

We encourage art lovers to also check out the other 
wonderful art venues; South Dakota Art Museum, Children’s 
Museum of South Dakota, and other gallery pop-ups at 
Cottonwood and the Pheasant Restaurant. The Brookings Arts 
Council is thrilled to be a part of such a vibrant art community 
and happy that we can ‘make ART happen’.

Summer Brings Great Opportunities for Art
BY HEATHER KUHLMAN, Executive Director, Brookings Art Council

SPECIAL INTEREST

760 22nd Ave S | Brookings, SD | 605-692-9233 | www.CreativePrinting.com
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Ribbon Cuttings Faces and Places
showcases today’s professionals “on the move”

JOHN BERRY
is the Service Manager at Spoke-n-Sport 
Bikes. His love for fixing bikes began in his 
youth with small repairs on BMX bikes and 
has grown into a career where he services 
every type of bicycle. He enjoys teaching 
basic skills to aspiring mechanics and sharing 
his enthusiasm for riding with everyone.

BRITTANY KLEINSASSER
is the Sales Manager at Spoke-n-Sport 

Bikes. She is a Brookings native and enjoys 
participating in community initiatives that keep 
people active including bicycling. Her favorite 

part of her job is helping riders reach their 
goals of being happier and healthier.

Weigh 2 Wellness
319 26TH STREET S | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.692.6323

The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce staff and 
board of directors are excited to welcome all new 
Chamber investors. 

welcome!

Auto Trader & Kelly Blue Book
P: 605.633.1785

American Cancer Society
4904 S. TECHNOPOLIS DRIVE | SIOUX FALLS, SD

P: 1.800.568.2401

No Illusions Martial Arts
323 6TH STREET | BROOKINGS, SD

P: 605.651.1058

Weigh 2 Wellness
405 MAINE AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD

507.215.0282

Membership Mixer

Brookings Built Green
120 MAIN AVENUE S | BROOKINGS, SD

P: 605.691.1933
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SDSU.McCroryGardens@sdstate.edu ∞ McCroryGardens.com

 

Take the guesswork out of  
your retirement plan. 
 

Call us today at 605.692.5501 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.   
©2016 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.  

Legacy Financial Partners 
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.  
 

309 4th St  l  Brookings, SD 57006 
605.692.5501   l   planwithLFP.com 
 

Robyn Jensen, CFP®, MSFP 
Financial Advisor  

B R O O K I N G S
M O N U M E N T

Dan Billet & Lisa Friedrich

507 Main Avenue S
Brookings, SD 57006

P: 605.692.4224

OPEN WEEKDAYS
9am to 5pm

or by appointment

AMSDELL’S
1929 Hwy 14 ByPass  .  Brookings, SD  .  Ph: 605.692.8323

MON-FRI: 8am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 12pm

HOURS

FIREPITS FOR THE
summer season!



CONSTRUCTION 
loan rates as low as 1.90%

“At Dakotaland Federal Credit Union, we do not require a general contractor for 
your building project, so it is our job to help guide you. With 20 years experience 

in the construction business, I take pride in consulting on your project.”

Mark Peterson 
Real Estate Construction 

Loan Specialist

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
loan rates as low as  apr*3.90%

 apr*
Dakotaland FCU
509 N. Main Street
Redfield, SD 57469

*****ECRWSS*****
Local 
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

57350 Bring this ticket in for a 

FREE GIFT
We will be set up on the east side of the court 

February 1, 2014 : Double Header begins at 3:00 pm
Greeno Building: 502 E. 2nd Street - Redfield, SD

Dakotaland Night with the Pheasants

       Redfi eld – Doland Pheasants vs. Wessington Springs Spartans

www.dakotalandfcu.com

The LINK
414 Main Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

www.DakotalandFCU.com  
Brookings 697.5922 | Volga 627.5880

 415 8th St. S.

*annual percentage rate | NMLS #657864 Valid until December 31, 2018
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PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
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PERMIT 180
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