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THE ARTS ARE A STATEWIDE ECONOMIC IMPACT!
This issue is all about the arts. In Brookings we have a number of arts activities going on 

that impact our local businesses including the Summer Arts Festival, Prairie Repertory Theater, 
and Downtown at Sundown, just to name a few. When we think in terms of adding value to our 

communities, it is important to look at a broader approach. To really consider how the arts go on to further impact our state. 

In 2017, the South Dakota Arts Council awarded $1.36 million in grant support to art organizations, schools, artists and 
other nonprofit organizations to support art projects and programs throughout the state, resulting in $21.22 million in local 
spending on supported projects and programs. In fact, every $1 invested by the State of South Dakota on the arts, returns 
on average $24.57. According to the National Endowment for the Arts’ Annual Arts Basic Survey 2017, South Dakotans 
participate in the arts at higher levels than the rest of the nation. In one year, 72 percent of South Dakotans attend at least 
one arts event and 52 percent actually perform or create works of art. 

Locally, we see the arts flourishing. Our community is fortunate to have the support of the City, as well as the business 
community, to continue to offer the arts through events, programming and projects. Thank you to all of you that support the 
arts. They are truly important to our quality of life in Brookings and our surrounding communities. 

Have a great Summer!
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Next year will mark the 30th year that Creative Printing 
has been in my family. It also marks the 69th year that 
my family has been involved in the printing business. 
Around the year 1950, my grandpa and grandma 
purchased the Times Enterprise in Wessington from my 
Uncle Erwin Hayes – so I suppose since no one wrote 
it down it has probably been longer than 68 years. 
However, since I cannot find any documentation, I am 
going with the year 2020 as a 70 year mark. Prove me 
wrong if you must. As strange as this may sound … this 
story, well it ain’t about us. 

The printing industry has undergone major changes 
as the digital revolution reshapes how the business 
world operates. Anyone who used a print shop 10 years 
ago remembers a time-consuming task of even simple 
documents going from typesetting to print of the final 
product. Today though, the printing industry allows even 
the smallest business budget to demand sophisticated 
layouts and complex graphics in the time it takes to 
read this article. As a print customer, you should expect 
consistence, quality, and branding graphics that used to 
only be available to large budget companies. 

With these enhanced capabilities, it has become more 
important for business owners with limited time to utilize 
a dedicated printer. Guys, this is the same reason your 
wife takes her friend along to buy clothes and not you. 
“Does this look good on me? Does this fit my style?” 
Given the speed at which business occurs, having a 
partner that can quickly answer those questions for 
you only buys you time. It creates a confidence that 
these guys will take care of me and not let me make a 
marketing mistake. A confident and great design leader 

will be the first to tell you how those shoes really look 
with that dress. It also makes it easier for you, as a 
business, to hold one source accountable for quality  
and performance.

The new era of printing allows many advantages to 
business owners of any budget to jump into large scale 
branding. Using a dedicated print partner cuts down on 
costs, makes response times very quick, and ensures 
consistency in all printed and social media material. 
Create a relationship you can trust with the design 
team at your print partner and move on to running your 
business, not worrying about if your butt looks big in 
those jeans!

BY BRAD MCGIRR, Owner, Creative Printing

The Flavor of Print

COVER STORY
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crazy
DAYS

COME DOWNTOWN FOR A CRAZY 
DAY OF SHOPPING, DINING, AND FUN!

Keep an eye on our Facebook page 
for this year’s deals and activities.

(FACEBOOK.COM/DOWNTOWNBKGS)

SATURDAY 
JULY 28

10 AM - 5 PM
DOWNTOWN BROOKINGS

Sponsored by the Brookings Area Chamber of 
Commerce Downtown Business District Committee
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BY BROOKINGS CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY

Goodbye Lincoln Hall, Hello New PAC

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  BROOKINGS

The Brookings Chamber Music Society is a non-profit 
organization with close ties to SDSU, whose mission it is 
to present high quality, small ensemble art music to the 
Brookings community.   

The upcoming season will be a musical celebration unlike 
any other, as Society members attend four outstanding 
concerts held in three different venues.  

The series kicks off on Friday, November 8, in Larson 
Concert Hall with a performance by Susan and Sara Wang, 
a marvelous piano duo sure to set the keys ablaze with their 
dazzling musicianship. The two concert pianists have won 
prizes for their musicianship on three different continents.  

On Monday, November 26, the Society will convene in 
Lincoln Hall’s Peterson Recital Hall for one last time to hear 
a concert by the Dakota String Quartet, an ensemble that 

performed during several of the Society’s earlier seasons.  

Subscribers will then join all of Brookings in celebration 
of the completion of the Performing Arts Center recital 
hall. The globe-trotting Boston Brass teams up with organ 
virtuoso Gregory Hand to perform inaugural concerts on 
Saturday, February 9, and Sunday, February 10, 2019.  
Organist Gregory Hand returns March 17 to perform the 
dedicatory concert of the new Performing Arts Center  
pipe organ. 

The BCMS Board invites all music enthusiasts to join 
the society as a season subscriber, for what is sure to 
be a memorable and historic series. Those interested in 
membership may visit https://www.sdstate.edu/music/
brookings-chamber-music-society for more information.  
Single subscriptions, as well as discounts for families  
are available.



South Main Ave
Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 692-7377
www.barrettsdesigncenter.com

MAKE YOUR FRONT DOOR A 

grand entrance!
Red, White, or Blue

ASK US ABOUT BENJAMIN MOORE’S AURA GRAND ENTRANCE PAINT FOR YOUR FRONT DOOR!
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Wondering to yourself, “Who is Brookings Community 
Theatre?” You have probably heard of us and didn’t even 
realized it. We are a community based theatre group that 
formed in 2003 and have been bringing you great shows 
like Fiddler on the Roof, The Odd Couple, Annie Get Your 
Gun, The Mousetrap, Nunsense, The Hollow and Little Shop 
of Horrors!  

With over 15 years of making you laugh, gasp, tap your 
toes to catchy songs, and gush to all your friends about 
that great show you just saw, we are always excited for 
the next show and season. All of our actors/actresses, 
directors, stage crew, committees, and board of directors 
are volunteers and members of the community, these are 
people who love theatre and want to bring live theatre to 
the Brookings area. So if you have a love for live theatre, 
just like building things or just want to get back on stage 
and perform, let us know. We are always excited to see 
people on stage who love live theatre and just want to bring 
live theatre to our friends and neighbors of Brookings.

This summer, the Brookings Community Theatre is 
excited to bring the Tony awarded, Broadway hit Annie 
back to the stage. The family-friendly show is the story 

of the spunky orphan Annie and her chance meeting of 
billionaire Oliver Warbucks. Follow Annie’s adventure to 
find what it means to have a family, along with melting 
everyone’s heart along the way. With toe-tapping hits “It’s 
the Hard Knock Life”, “Little Girls”, “Easy Street”, “I Don’t 
Need Anything But You” and of course everyone’s favorite 
“Tomorrow”, everyone will have non-stop fun throughout 
this popular show.   

Annie will be performed Friday, July 20th through Sunday, 
July 22nd and Friday, July 27th through Sunday, July 29th, 
with performance times at 7:00pm Friday and Saturday 
nights and 2:00pm matinee on Sundays. All performances 
are at the V.A. Bell Auditorium at the Brookings High School 
(530 Elm Avenue). Tickets can be purchased in advance 
starting after July 9th at Brookings Book Company on Main 
Street and The Optical Shop on 22nd Avenue. Tickets are 
also available online at our website or at the auditorium on 
show days one hour prior to show time.  

For more information about our organization, show times 
for Annie, or tickets, please visit  
www.brookingscommunitytheatre.org or email us at 
brookingscommunitytheatre@gmail.com.

BY JASON SOREN, Board President, Brookings Community Theatre

Theatre by Your Friends and Neighbors

FUEL • FEED • AGRONOMY • LP • GRAIN

204 1ST STREET SOUTH • PO BOX 127 • BROOKINGS, SD 57006
AURORA • CLEAR LAKE • TORONTO • VOLGA • WHITE

605-692-6216

THANKS FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!

www.agfirstfarmers.com

S U M M E R  F U N

dacotahbank.com

GREaT
Loan rates!

Insurance and Trust  
not FDIC Insured.
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BY CAROLYNE HART, Marketing and Membership Coordinator, South Dakota Art Museum

Showcasing Heroes, Ordinary and Mythic
Pop culture superheroes, mythic Native American heroes, 

and heroes from the pages of vintage magazine stories fill 
South Dakota Art Museum’s galleries this summer. Four 
exhibitions feature artworks depicting heroes in various 
forms and settings from mythic to ordinary. 

MY HERO! CONTEMPORARY ART AND  
SUPERHERO ACTION 

Spiderman, Batman, Wonder Woman and many other 
familiar superheroes make debut appearances at South 
Dakota Art Museum in surprising and inspiring artworks, full 
of humor, irony, and poignancy. This exhibition celebrates 
and re-envisions the lives of iconic superheroes through 
a sprawling collection of artwork from artists around the 
world. Visitors of all ages are enjoying this fun exhibit, 
organized by the Bedford Gallery, Lesher Center for the 
Arts, Walnut Creek, CA.

RABBETT BEFORE HORSES STRICKLAND:  
IMAGE MAKER

Rabbett Strickland’s large, colorful, allegorical paintings 
blend traditional Ojibwe mythology, the artist’s personal 
experiences and dreams, and Western fine art traditions. 

His paintings feature strong female figures as well as 
Nanabozho, the complex culture hero and teacher from 
Ojibwe mythology. 

HARVEY DUNN: ILLUSTRATIONS

This exhibition features Harvey Dunn paintings that 
illustrated stories of adventure and romance from early 20th 
century publications such as The Saturday Evening Post 
and Cosmopolitan. Copies of the original magazines are 
displayed alongside these dramatic paintings.

HEROES, SAVIORS AND TRIUMPHS: ILLUSTRATIONS 
BY PAUL GOBLE

Paul Goble’s original illustrations in this exhibit feature 
stories of triumph and the heroes—both mortal and 
supernatural—who save the day. 

The South Dakota Art Museum is located at 1036 Medary 
Avenue in Brookings and is open daily. Admission to 
the museum is free. Parking is also free in the museum’s 
reserved lot just west of the museum on Harvey Dunn 
Street. For more information call 605.688.5423, email  
sdsu.sdam@sdstate.edu or visit  
www.SouthDakotaArtMuseum.com.
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When we think about the Arts, we don’t necessarily think 
about the health benefits associated with them. There are 
two schools of thought on whether dance is an art or a 
sport; I, for one, feel that dance is more of an art form. The 
dancer uses their body to express and evoke a feeling 
or emotion in the same way an artist uses a paint brush; 
however, dance is a wonderful and fun way to get and stay 
fit.  I am speaking in reference to dancers age 3-18, though 
dance benefits people of all ages. Dance helps children 
and young adults to grow and learn, not only physically but 
emotionally, mentally, and socially as well. Dance is a great 
way to exercise the body and mind. 

When you see a beautiful ballerina “dancing on her 
toes,” she is actually holding herself up with her core 
muscles. From the first class and throughout their dance 
years, dancers utilize all the muscles in their bodies. Young 
dancers start learning beginning positions (1st, 2nd,5th) and 
grow their dance repertoire as they stretch and reach into 
a releve (to rise), learn port de bras (arm movements) and 
strengthen their core muscles, legs, arms, and whole body. 
Dancers learn leaps, jumps, and turns as they continually 
work on strength and grace. Each movement gets their 
heartbeat going as they build strength and stamina. 

Dancing is a wonderful tool to help with mental health 
for both young and old. Dance helps with coordination, 
large motor skills, and kinetic processing. Learning dance 
choreography helps increase memory and cognitive 
development. The dancer is also required to learn how to 
listen, process and understand instructions to learn a new 
step or routine. A person who dances, either in a structured 
class or “free style,” is better able to express their ideas and 
share their thoughts with others. Recent research believes 
that dance can create a positive experience and could 

contribute to life-long  
mental health. 

Socially, the dancer is 
learning with every class that 
it is important to work with 
others to create a successful 
outcome. Dancers build life-
long friendships, and dance 
teaches the dancer how to 
interact with new people and 
make friends. Dance gives the 
dancer the confidence to interact with others, to perform, 
and to be themselves. There is no competition and ill will 
like depicted on television, the only competition is between 
the dancer and themselves, to improve, and be the best 
they can be. This “stress free” art form is socially beneficial 
to both dancers and their families

With all that said, the most important health benefit of 
dance is something that might not be the most obvious; it’s 
the joy in seeing a dancer accomplish the move that has 
been difficult, the girl who used to walk with her head down 
but stands up tall and strong, all of the health benefits that 
can be achieved through dance, and the most important 
one is self-confidence.

BY CAROLYN KNUTSON, Owner, Brookings to Broadway

The Most Important Health Benefit of Dance

Call or visit hrblock.com to make an 
appointment today. 

Come in for a FREE 
Second Look® Review.1

1

17
-0
92
3

At participating o�ces. Results vary. All tax situations are di	erent. Fees apply if you have us file an amended return. 
The IRS allows taxpayers to amend returns from the previous three tax years to claim additional refunds to which they 
are entitled. Applies to individual tax returns only. OBTP#B13696 ©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
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I asked my husband and his friend what they thought 
of when I said “art”. At first they said “I don’t know...” 
Then they added “uniqueness,” “originality,” and “the 
meaning behind the art.” Good work, guys. Then they had a 
revelation. I asked them, “What about making up a new fish 
recipe? Is that art? Is that creative? Or what about taking a 
new path on your 4-wheelers? Is that original?” “Yeah,” they 
both agreed.

Art doesn’t have to be a drawing or a painting. Creativity 
doesn’t have to be the most fascinating sculpture you’ve 
ever seen. What activity do you do that when you look 
at the clock again, hours have passed, and you barely 
noticed? That’s what brings you to life. That’s where your 
creative outlets are. My husband would say fishing (as 
you know by now). I would say biking and reading. Some 
would say baking or gardening or snowmobiling. You don’t 
have to quit your day job to be able to fold some art and 
creativity into your life. 

If there’s a thing you want to try, try it. If there’s a thing 
you want to start, start it. It’s all about saying ‘yes’ when it 
means living a life with more art and less doubt. Join that 
club. Run that half marathon. Take that trip. Go to that next 
event. If doing something new is doing something original  
— and original things are artistic — then doing new things  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

with your life is art. Create 
your best life.

 Will your new idea be 
criticized? Maybe. Will 
your new thing (that thing, 
your thing) be liked? I 
don’t know. But be brave 
enough to put it out into 
the world, anyway. 

Looking for an easy way to get a variety of creative things 
in your life and try something new? Starting again this fall, 
Hitch Studio will be offering artistic workshops. In the past, 
we’ve had classes like hand-calligraphy, dot journaling, 
planting succulent gardens, making wall tapestries, 
cupcake decorating, soap-making, and more. It’s our way of 
spreadin’ the love for creativity and art. 

We are graphic designers here at Hitch Studio. We love 
creating new and artistic things. But even if you don’t feel 
like you are creative, saying yes to trying something new 
or doing something in a new way can surprise you. Fishing, 
designing, or trying your thing, is art. You are creative. 

“Creativity is sacred,
and it is not sacred.
What we make matters enormously,
and it doesn’t matter at all.
We toil alone, and we are accompanied by spirits.
We are terrified, and we are brave.
Art is a crushing chore and
a wonderful privilege.
The work wants to be made, and
it wants to be made through you.”
— Elizabeth Gilbert, “Big Magic”

BY RENEE BAUMAN, Owner + Designer + Event Stylist, Hitch Studio

More Art. Less Doubt. 

MEMBER’S VOICE
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Join us for a night of 
fun and disruption, as 
we discuss workforce 

challenges.
BROOKINGS

JULY 25, 2018

Dana J. Dykhouse Stadium 
Club 71

4:30PM – 9:00PM

TICKETS
After July 1: $25.00
Table of 8: $150.00

MORE INFO
disrupthr.co/city/brookings

BANK BETTER. BANK SMARTER.

800.843.1552    |     BROOKINGS    |     WWW.BANKEASY.COM

THE HARDEST PART OF A

HOME EQUITY
LINE OF CREDIT
IS DECIDING WHAT TO DO WITH IT.

Whether you want to build a backyard patio, buy a new 
toy, or finally take that dream vacation – our Home Equity 
Line of Credit can help. Stop in or call today!

Senior Living
REDEFINE

Assisted Living | Memory Care

www.edgewoodseniorliving.com
Ph: 605.692.6311

Donate plasma and save lives.
Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

Biotest Plasma Center
718 22nd Ave. S. • Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 691-6214

New Donors EARN $200 for 4 donations!
DISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWERDISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWER

BECOmE A BIOtESt PlASmA SUPERhERO!BECOmE A BIOtESt PlASmA SUPERhERO!
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Take the guesswork out of  
your retirement plan. 
 

Call us today at 605.692.5501 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.   
©2016 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.  

Legacy Financial Partners 
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.  
 

309 4th St  l  Brookings, SD 57006 
605.692.5501   l   planwithLFP.com 
 

Brad Ness CFP®, CLTC® 
Financial Advisor  

AMSDELL’S
1929 Hwy 14 ByPass  .  Brookings, SD  .  Ph: 605.692.8323

MON-FRI: 8am - 5pm
SAT: 8am - 12pm

HOURS

FIREPITS FOR THE
summer season!
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 Many of us don’t consider ourselves artists because 
we haven’t had training in painting, music, or dance. I 
believe there is an artist in each of us and with a little 
focus, we can all master the art of LIVING UNITED. 

The first area of focus would be to GIVE.  Give of your 
time, talents, and treasures. During different seasons of 
our lives, we may have more resources in one of those 
areas than in others.  Do what works for you, but it is 
important to do something. Try out some simple things 
to get started: Give a smile, a nod, a helpful hand when 
needed.  Give empathy and a listening ear.  Give when 
the opportunity presents itself. 

The second area of focus would be to ADVOCATE. 
Find what you are passionate about and tell others 
about it and then listen to what they are passionate 
about. Remember to do this respectfully and it is OK 
if they don’t feel the same passion. There are 52 
programs that are receiving funding from the Brookings 
Area United Way this year.  Check out our website at 
brookingsunitedway.org to see which ones you can get 
excited about and to share their message.

The third area of focus would be to VOLUNTEER. 
Helping someone else not only adds to their life, but 
to yours as well. You will find that the more you help 
and become invested in your volunteer work, the more 
you are impacted in a positive way.  Visit volunteer.
Helplinecenter.org and filter your search to find volunteer 
opportunities in Brookings County. 

Decide to be an artist today, in your own way, because 
your community needs what you uniquely can bring. 

United Way Works
BY HEIDI GULLICKSON, Executive Director, United Way

NON-PROFIT NOOK

See for yourself just how 
big in our Dino Dig exhibit.

You don't have to wait for your 
next trip to the Children's Museum 

of South Dakota to start excavating. 
What types of things can you dig up?

Show us at #PlayAlongSD

prairieplay.org

Play Along however 
you want at the 
Children's Museum 
of South Dakota.
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When you think of “art” what do you think of? Fine art - 
such as paintings, sculptures, carvings? Does your mind 
take you the to theatre or film? Musicians performing at 
concerts, weddings and restaurants? Art usually takes on a 
certain level of occasion. 

You associate it with a special event or fundraiser; that 
vacation abroad spent viewing fine sculptures, famous 
paintings and incredible architecture. Maybe you have 
season tickets to the theatre or symphony. Perhaps your 
date nights include catching a new movie or the  
occasional concert. 

Art is always something special - even when it’s ordinary. 

My husband and I began our journey with art years 
before we met. I grew up drawing, cutting, pasting, and 
creating everyday. I eagerly hunted through our farm and 
grove for castoff treasures and redecorated my bedroom 
constantly. My husband, Aaron, is a naturally gifted 
musician with an eye for fun design as good as his ear 
for perfect pitch. We were both lovers of musical theatre, 
painting, creating, and everything in between. We were 
both drawn to the arts, which in turn drew us to each other. 

As newlyweds, art found it’s way into our home, from 
the echoing chords of Aaron’s guitar to our handmade 
and vintage decorations. We found ourselves needing 
some furniture and hated the idea of buying pressed 
board furniture or plastic organizers at a big box store, so 
we combined what design and building skills we had to 
create and modify pieces to fit our home and current styles 
perfectly. I loved sharing pictures on social media of our 

newest pieces and decorating projects and that passion 
quickly grew from a hobby into a small business (Funky 
Junk) and eventually a bi-annual event (JUNK JAM) and a 
full-time family business with the opening of our retail  
store, FOUND. 

I see art all around me, from the way the paint chips 
on a weathered piece of furniture, to the beauty created 
when I combine different patterns and colors in a mixed 
media piece. Art is everything from buying a print of a 
beautiful photograph, to the frame you chose for it and the 
placement of it in the gallery wall you created in your home 
and the clothes you wear while doing it. 

Art is finding the beauty in the everyday. 

I never considered myself an artist; I “dabble” in many 
things that are artistic, but I always considered “artists” 
to be those professionally educated and acclaimed 
performers, creators and designers in big cities and  
foreign countries. 

My daughter spends so much of her time the same 
way I spent mine growing up - busily creating pictures 
with anything she can find, from crayons and scraps 
of magazines, to dried flowers and what is otherwise 
considered garbage. Anything that can be cut and glued is 
fair game, and every picture has a story. 

I asked her what she wants to be when she grows up 
and she replied, “Well Mama, I’m already an artist...just  
like you.”

BY NOELLE MORFORD, Owner, Funky Junk

The Everyday Beauty of Art
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FarmHouse Fancy is a family owned business that was 
started to bring new life to old furniture and other items 
that were destined for the landfill. Owner Jenna Friedrich 
began fixing, staining, painting, and reimagining six years 
ago, and the business has now grown to include her 
parents,  Les and Michelle, and sister, Megan. They not 
only give furniture a facelift, but also build new furniture 
and decor out of reclaimed wood. Aunt Tracy adds her 
photography and barnwood picture frames. With the 
oversight of Colin, a professional carpenter with 18 years 
of experience, they take pride in everything that they craft, 
and hope these pieces are passed down from generation 
to generation.  

Farmhouse tables have become a specialty, along 
with benches, and bookcases. Les makes hand-carved 
signs out of aged barn wood, and can create signs for 
both indoors and outdoors. With access to numerous 
barns, they take great care in pulling the boards that 
will be crafted into the one-of-a-kind creations that their 
customers have been dreaming of, each project with its 
own unique character.   There is also approximately 4,000 
square feet of inventory just waiting to be refinished. 
When the Farmhouse Fancy crew isn’t doing custom 
orders, they choose furniture from storage and have a 
lot of fun crafting it into something that is unique and 
beautiful. Jenna’s kids also enjoy picking out pieces 
to work on. Watching the next generation develop 
an appreciation for antique furniture and using their 
imagination to make it what they want is wonderful.

There has been a fun change in decorating lately as 
customers aren’t looking for mass-produced items, but are 
instead visiting small shops in search of the unique items 
that fit their personality.

BY JENNA FRIEDRICH, Owner, Farmhouse Fancy

What‘s Your Fancy

annual

Join us for a day full of fun!
Some of our events include:

Coffee on the Terrace
“Annuals on Canvas” painting class 

Garden Education
Guided Gardens Tour

SDSU Ice Cream 
Live Music 

The Balloon Squad
Inflatables

For full details
call 605-688-6707 or visit

McCroryGardens.coM

Friday, August 3
9am - 8pm

31 st
annual

Admission: 
Free-will donation.
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What started as a small, but mighty idea, in partnership 
with the Visitor Attractions Committee, has grown into 
what’s now called the Brookings Great 8 Passport & Artful 
Dozen. Modeled after the South Dakota Department of 
Tourism’s state-wide campaign, the Passport and Artful 
Dozen encourages visitors to make a stop at each Great 8 
location in Brookings, while also exploring the community’s 
public art and exhibits through a self-guided tour. 

The Artful Dozen, a component of the passport, features 
various sculptures dedicated to individuals and community 
initiatives creating a lasting impact in Brookings. While 
there are several paintings, prints, carvings, and mixed-
media pieces of public art in Brookings, there are a dozen 
sculptures and exhibits sprinkled throughout the community 
for all to see and experience year-round. We challenge you 
to explore them all and take a picture at each one, tagging 
@VisitBrookings on Instagram. Learn more about the Great 
8 Passport & Artful Dozen at Visitbrookingssd.com/great8. 
The Artful Dozen consists of the following:

The Urban Canvas | Public art thrives in the alleyways of 
downtown Brookings, prompting eye-catching selfies, styled 
photo shoots for local boutiques, and the perfect backdrop 
for any gathering of friends and family. The Urban Canvas 
consists of six life-size murals, five of which were created 
by artist Robbie Jelsma. The sixth was a collaboration with 
SDSU art students and artist Molly Wicks. 

Oasis | Located outside in the South Dakota Art 
Museum’s Anderson Plaza, “Oasis” was commissioned 
by Lynn A. and Diane Engh Anderson in memory of their 
daughter and to those who donate their time to volunteer 
at the museum. SDSU visual arts faculty member Scott 
Wallace created the sculpture as a representation of the 
rippling effects the museum makes throughout the region 
and individual impact through society.

War Horse | As a permanent fixture in the boulevard of 
the Brookings Arts Council, “War Horse” began as just the 
top of a tank lid. The artist, John Lopez, a native to the area, 

BY EMILY BRAUN, Marketing & Communications Coordinator, Brookings Convention & Visitor’s Bureau

The Brookings Great 8 & Artful Dozen
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tours kitchens and scrap piles, barns and grain elevators, 
cemeteries and workshops, hosted by the people of the 
prairie, to carefully find what makes his sculptures tick. 

The Guardian | In a show of support, celebration and 
commitment to Special Olympics, the Brookings Police 
Department commissioned South Dakota artist Lee 
Leuning to create The Guardian. It’s an officer sharing a 
special moment with an athlete while carrying the flame of 
hope. This sculpture was dedicated at the same time the 
department opened its doors as the Brookings Public Safety 
Center in 2012.

Weary Wil & Dirty Lil | Embodying the spirit of tradition 
on Hobo Day, Weary Wil & Dirty Lil represent the proud, 
confident, successful and enthusiastic spirit of the SDSU 
family. Weary Wil, the caricature, was originally created in 
1941 by Keith Cox (SDSU, 1941). Dirty Lil, the caricature, first 
appeared in 1976 by the first female Students’ Association 
President, Barbara Strandell as a nod to the hippie era that 
promoted gender equality. The actual model bringing Wil 
to life is David Blegen (SDSU, 1964). Anita Quast (SDSU, 
1940) was the facial model for Lil, as she was the first Hobo 
Queen in 1938. Both are proud to be “Hobo by Choice,” and 
are a permanent part of the SDSU family.

Circle of Friends | Dedicated as a memorial from the 
family of Mardell J. Peterson, “Circle of Friends” was 
created from the likeness of the sculpture’s own daughter. 
This cylinder showstopper is shown with a band around 
the outside containing the engraved titles of several 
popular children’s books as a little girl sits in the middle of 
the cylinder reading her favorite book. It’s balanced on a 
pyramid base of books and is located inside the Brookings 
Public Library.

The Little Professor | Perfectly propped on the corner 
of Main Avenue and Fourth Street sits The Little Professor, 
a lasting legacy dedicated for the celebration of the 125th 
year anniversary of the Brookings community. The sculpture 

was purchased through efforts of the 125th Anniversary 
Committee and officially unveiled in 2009 as part of the 
reopening of Downtown Brookings after the  
rehabilitation project.

The Owl : Celebrate a Century of Learning | Commonly 
referred to as Owl and Owlet, this was the first outdoor 
sculpture in Brookings as a celebration of the South Dakota 
Centennial. Created from Indiana limestone, this sculpture 
is located outside in the southeast window area of the 
Brookings Public Library.

Sculpture Project Sanctuary | Located in Larson Park, 
this sculpture captures the contemplation of the passage of 
time and seasons. It’s constructed of three caste-concrete 
sundial-shaped slabs to form a 14-foot-high gothic arch, 
accompanied by a circular bench with etched ancient 
symbols of the 
 four seasons.

Blind Man II / The Chase | Situated on the corner of 
Sixth Street and 17th Avenue of Hillcrest Park, this is a 
version of the “chase,” representing a revolving door of 
humanity blindly chasing what it cannot possess or attain. 
The sculpture is designed so that passing motorists can see 
both images of the man and woman without stopping.

Lot  Lines | Located outside and around the corner from 
“The Owl” at the Brookings Public Library, this larger than 
life steel-sculpted tulip casts numerous shadows throughout 
the day as it’s situated in the east window area of the 
library.

Somewhere West of Wall Street | Sitting in front of 
Capitaline’s office at the Historic Brookings Depot on Main 
Avenue is a sculpture of a working farmer sitting with his 
golden retriever, glasses perched on his nose, reading the 
Wall Street Journal. Gordon Ommen, founder of Capitaline, 
purchased the piece because he felt it blended the hard 
work and careful analysis of Capitaline.

SPECIAL INTEREST
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The Ugly Duckling is a story about a small duckling that 
everyone discarded as being ugly. As the duckling grew, he 
turned into a beautiful swan. We often discard furniture or 
other old items due to us thinking they are ugly or of no use 
anymore, when in fact there is a beautiful swan waiting to 
be revealed. 

It’s very rewarding to save something that is being 
discarded and give it new life. It can be as simple as just 
painting that old rummage sale coffee table! Many times 
customers come into The Ugly Duckling and marvel at the 
creativity they see here. I tell them we all have repurposed 
or up-cycled something at some point in our lives, mostly 
out of necessity. I have taken the ladder from the bunk beds 
that I had as a kid, hung them on the wall and used them as 
a shelf.  

 
 
 
 

I needed a shelf and was able to look at this ladder and give 
it a different use. 

I like to tell people that we started our business all 
because someone gave us an old door. It had layers of 
chipped paint, it wasn’t very straight, but we saw that this 
door was telling a story and we wanted to be apart of that 
story. We sealed up the paint with some poly, made legs 
out of gas pipe and took it to Midwest Glass to have a 
piece of glass custom cut to fit, and poof we have a new 
coffee table!! We then looked around for something else to 
repurpose and the rest is history!! 

We recently salvaged some pieces from a house built 
in the 1800’s. The house can no longer be lived in. We 
were able to salvage a built-in buffet and two room divider 
bookcases with the colonnades that were built in 1922. It is 
very humbling to know that we saved these precious pieces 
that are 96 years old!! We cannot wait to shine them up 
and find someone to love them and give them a place of 
prominence in their home!

BY KAREN BURNS, Owner, The Ugly Duckling

It All Started With a Little Duckling

FROM THE

Farm!
Fresh

310 Main Avenue
Downtown Brookings

605.592.9277
www.carrotseedkitchen.com

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT OUR 
LOCAL FOOD SELECTION YET? 

Bread
Meat

Vegetables

Milk
Cheese

Desserts

Herbs & Spices
Dips & Sauces
Oil & Vinegar

AND SO MUCH MORE! !
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NO CREDIT CHECK  •  FREE DELIVERY  •  RENT TO OWN  •  PORTABLE BUILDINGS

©2018, Great Western Bank

Bank where big enough
& small enough meet.

Brookings: 1302 6th St. • 605.692.7100
Find more great locations at GreatWesternBank.com.

1036 Medary Avenue  |  Brookings,  SD 57007 
605.688.5423 |  SouthDakotaArtMuseum.com 

On view through August 19

Moving the Sun, oil on canvas 
Collection of Red Cliff Community Health Center 

Image Maker  Rabbett Before Horses Strickland: 

FREE 

ADMISSION
M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

N O  A P P L I C A T I O N S   •   F R E E  S H O W I N G S

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two 
bedroom apartment options throughout Brookings, 
including near campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home 
park space. And our full-time maintenance staff is 
available for quick efficient repairs and timely snow 
removal.

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our 
residents for more than 40 years and our friendly 
staff would like to help you find your next apartment 
home!

M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

603 Main Ave  •  Brookings
605.692.6333

info@moriartyrentals.com
www.moriartyapartments.com

Commerical space in prime locations available. Call for details.

Of  ce Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

120 22ND AVE S  l  BROOKINGS, SD 57006
605.692.5441  l  PRINT5064@THEUPSSTORE.COM
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From what started as a hobby has recently turned into a full 
time career for me - photography. Capturing emotions and 
documenting moments in people’s lives is something that I’ve 
always thought would be so rewarding and I am very fortunate 
that I’ve found something where I can do exactly that. 

Many people ask me if photography is what I went to 
school for and the surprising answer they always receive 
is no. I graduated in May of 2017 from South Dakota State 
University with a bachelors degree in hospitality management 
and a minor in management. There was never a point in my 
college career where I knew exactly what I wanted to do. I was 
always back and forth between interests, ideas, and thoughts 
about my future. I had considered being an event coordinator 
with my college degree, but when searching for jobs upon 
graduation, employers pointed out to me that I was too busy 
with photography to take on that kind of position. This is when 
I really started to think about taking photography seriously as 
a career. I always thought I needed to find a job in the field I 
had a background in, but time has kindly taught me that’s not 
the case. My mom has always preached to me that no one can 
ever take away my education. How cool is that?! Just because 
I am now doing photography does not mean my four year 

degree isn’t valuable. I learned many things in undergrad that 
I’ve taken with me into this career, but most importantly, I have 
a degree that I earned and will have forever. 

Photography has been a part of my life since I was little. 
Picture day was my favorite day in elementary school. 
Disposable cameras were also a hit with friends back in the 
day. However, I didn’t start taking photos seriously for others 
until just a few years ago. One year ago in May, I officially 
launched my business not knowing where it could take me 
in the near future or even the long term. As of these last 
few months, I have taken this hobby into a full time career 
with a journey ahead that has me excited as ever. Wedding/
engagement photography is what kind of took off for me from 
day one. I’ve always been attracted to the emotion involved 
in that kind of photography, but with going full time, I’m really 
starting to dive into families, seniors, newborns, etc. Being in 
a smaller community has really given me the opportunity to 
explore many different avenues, which I am very thankful for. 

With that being said, I am so excited to officially be part of 
the Brookings business community. I now have an office and 
gallery space located at 118 Main Avenue South right here in 
Brookings and I encourage everyone to stop in and say hello.

BY ERICA SCHUSTER, Owner, Erica Lynn Photography

Erica Lynn Photography
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My name is Carlie Appletoft and I have two loves in this 
world; baking and people. A year and a half ago I decided to 
make a giant leap into the entrepreneurial world and combine 
my two passions, to create what I now own and love: CC 
Bakery. Making it all happen has been no cake walk (pun 
intended), but it has absolutely been the most rewarding, 
exciting thing that I have done with my life thus far.

 The story of CC Bakery began in a tiny home kitchen in the 
fall of 2016, however my love affair with baking began long 
before that. I remember being as young as three and helping 
my mom flour the counter tops while watching her roll out 
pie crusts in hopes that I might be able to eat the finished 
product. I came to realize that the more I helped my mom bake, 
the more delicious treats there were to eat. As soon as that 
connection was made, I was hooked!

 Eventually I moved to Brookings and carried baking to 
college with me. Baking became a place of calm in the storm 
of studying and stress. I’d often find myself in the kitchen 
whipping up batches of cupcakes by the boatload just to get 
my mind off things.

 I clearly remember the day that the idea for CC Bakery came 
to me. I had just baked a batch of cookies and was headed out 
the door to some friends. As I was arranging the cookies on a 

plate I thought, “I just love this. If I could do this for a living, I’d 
be happy.” From there, my mind really took off. That very night 
I designed the logo and wrote my missions statement. I wasn’t 
the most serious about the idea at the time, but the more I 
talked about it and showed people my idea the more support I 
began to receive. In February of 2017, I traded in my textbooks 
for an apron. CC Bakery LLC was born, and I was thrilled. 
What started with $32 in a tiny home kitchen has grown into a 
production that requires renting commercial kitchen space.

 CC Bakery keeps my incredibly busy as I deliver fresh 
bakery items to Kool Beans every morning, set up at the 
Brookings Farmers Market every Saturday, and handle 
customer orders and special event orders in between  
it all.

 Running a baking business has been an incredibly hard 
job and some days it doesn’t feel as dreamy as it did in the 
beginning! Pushing through with determination and passion 
has kept me going. Every time I look at my mission statement, 
I’m reminded of why I started and why I continue. I truly feel 
that I’ve learned the value in steadfastness and showing up 
every single day with intent. I never would have imagined this 
for my life and I wouldn’t have it any other way. Life is truly 
what you bake it!

BY CARLIE APPLETOFT, Owner, CC Bakery & Bread

Life Is What You Bake It
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For the past 48 summers, SDSU’s Prairie Repertory 
Theatre (PRT) has produced a season of plays and musicals. 
The students who make up the company each year benefit 
from the two-part mission of PRT: 1) To provide intensive 
training for students in the company, and 2) To provide the 
best possible entertainment for the people of South Dakota. 
These young future professionals get valuable experience 
in creating, producing, marketing, and performing live 
theatre. By the time the season’s fourth show opens, each 
member of the company will have worked in excess of 300 
hours to prepare the entire season.

The students in the company, with the careful guidance 
of the PRT staff, learn to meet professional expectations 
as performers, designers, technicians, stage managers, 
and front-of-house personnel. Most of the students have 
multiple responsibilities. A person might spend the morning 
building scenery or costumes, the afternoon in a dance 
rehearsal, and the evening performing as an actor. Students 
learn all the aspects of producing a full season. The summer 
experience requires and cultivates discipline, collaboration, 
communication, and involves expectations of outstanding 
work in all areas.

Members of the company learn to prepare a season 
of productions that will be performed in SDSU’s Doner 
Auditorium and in the Brandon Performing Arts Center. This 
is one of the aspects of Prairie Repertory Theatre that sets it 

apart from most summer theatre companies. Students learn 
to create shows that can move between venues efficiently 
and provides the experience of adapting and adjusting to 
different settings. 

PRT alums point to their experience with the company as 
being critically important to their career development. “Rep” 
alums go on to work in a wide array of performing arts or 
related positions. Some make their way in professional 
theatre as performers, lighting/costume/scenic designers 
or technicians, stage managers, or company managers. 
They work in New York, at various regional theatres, with 
touring companies, or as educators in K-12 or college/
university settings. Others make their way in varying 
careers, becoming lawyers, physicians, and a host of other 
careers. Those who find other paths recognize the value of 
the things they learned with PRT and the personal growth 
and development that continues to inform their professional 
lives.

While the many patrons who attend Prairie Repertory 
Theatre productions enjoy the talent and energy of the cast 
members they see on the stage, they may not always be 
aware of how much these young artists are learning about 
producing outstanding theatre, about working together 
toward a common goal, and about their own individual 
potential.

BY J.D. ACKMAN, Professor & Director of Theatre, South Dakota State University

PRT Provides Excellent Experience

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
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Ribbon Cuttings Faces and Places
showcases today’s professionals “on the move”

ED FIEGEN
recently joined First Bank & Trust bringing, 
over three decades of ag and commercial 
lending experience. In his role, Ed plans, 
supervises, and directs the ag loan 
department, serving the Brookings and White 
communities. A native of Dell Rapids and an 
alumni of SDSU, Ed his wife Patti have four 
children – Tony, Holly, Andrew, and Aaron. 
Stop by and visit Ed today about your ag 
lending needs.

CARRIE LEDDY
is the owner and wellness coach for Weigh 2 
Wellness in Brookings. Carrie and Dr. Willert 

are excited to coach those on their weight 
loss journey. The Ideal Protein Protocol is a 

four-phase weight and lifestyle management 
protocol medically developed for safe weight 

loss. Carrie has a degree from Southwest 
Minnesota State University (SMSU) in Health 

and Physical Education/Coaching. She has 
been an Ideal Protein coach for seven years.

The Brookings 
Area Chamber of 

Commerce staff and board of directors are excited to 
welcome all new Chamber investors. 

welcome!
Bisson Dental

305 MAIN AVENUE S | BROOKINGS, SD
P:605.692.2820

Brookings Family Dentistry
427 8TH STREET S | BROOKINGS, SD
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405 MAIN AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD

507.215.0282
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405 MAIN AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006
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03
Beyond Connections: Dakota Nature Park
liveinbrookings.com
Learn to Sew
joann.com/brookings

Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com

19

19/20 Miniature Horse Show
swiftelcenter.com

1 Million Cups
visitbrookingssd.com

16

Art Camp
brookingsartscouncil.org

04/07

George’s Pizza Legion Baseball Tournament
brookingsbaseball.com

01/03

May - June

18
CASA Fire & Ice Gala
eastcentralcasa.com
Exhibit Opening | Harvey Dunn: Illustrations
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum
Exhibit Opening | Heroes, Saviors, and Triumphs: Illustrations 
by Paul Goble
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum

17
Third Thursday at the Gardens
mccrorygardens.com
Chamber Membership Mixer | Brookings Built Green
brookingschamber.org

25
Critical Mass Bike Ride
brookingscriticalmass.weebly.com
Learn to Make Jewelry
joann.com/brookings

25/26 Ponies of America Show
swiftelcenter.com 11

Sensory Friendly Play
prairieplay.org
Learn to Crochet
joann.com/brookings

22
Fruit Inspired Cupcakes
joann.com/brookings
Tuesday Night Ride
facebook.com/spokensportbrookings
Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

02
Dairy Fest
swiftelcenter.com
Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com
Basic Elements of Photography
brookingsartscouncil.org

1 Million Cups
visitbrookingssd.com

16

Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com

26

Brookings High School Graduation
brookings.k12.sd.us

27

Memorial Day Program
swiftelcenter.com

28

Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

29

1 Million Cups
visitbrookingssd.com

30

31
Got Milk Gala
swiftelcenter.com
Summer Kick-Off
prairieplay.org

Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

05

Brookings Farmer’s Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com

09

10
26th Annual Brookings Car Show
brookingscarshow.org
Science Sunday
prairieplay.org
Fruit Inspired Cupcakes
joann.com/brookings

12
Exhibit Opening | My Hero: Contemporary Art & Superhero Action
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum
Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

South Dakota Quarter Horse Association Summer Shootout
swiftelcenter.com

14/17

14
Cartooning Mad Libs
brookingsartscouncil.org
Kids Mystery Dinner Theatre
prairieplay.org

TH INGS  TO DO

V I S I T B ROOK I NG S S D . COM

17
Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing
Tuesday Night Ride
spoke-n-sport.com

Downtown at Sundown | SGT Rock
downtownatsundown.org

12

13/15 Buffalo Wild Wings Baseball Tournament
brookingsbaseball.com

Brookings Community Theatre Presents: Annie
brookingscommunitytheatre.org

27/29

July

22
Science Sunday
prairieplay.org
Brookings Area Community Band |  At the Hop
visitbrookingssd.com

14/15 Brookings Summer Arts Festival
bsaf.com

14
Learn to Make Jewelry
joann.com
Brookings Farmers Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com
Learn to Decorate a Cake
joann.com

Info-Tech Night
perryelectric.net

30

Info-Tech Night
perryelectric.com

16

Science Sunday
prairieplay.org

15

Exhibit Opening | Nature, Tradition, and Innovation: Contemporary 
Japanese Ceramics from the Gordon Brodfuehrer Collection
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum

27
Critical Mass Bike Ride
visitbrookingssd.com

23
Make & Take Monday
agmuseum.com
Photo Club
brookingsartscouncil.org

21
Brookings Farmers Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com
Learn to Crochet
joann.com

18
Learn to Sew
joann.com
1 Million Cups
visitbrookingssd.com

20/21 Brookings Area Senior Games
visitbrookingssd.com

20/22
Brookings Community Theatre Presents: Annie
brookingscommunitytheatre.org
Fishback Classic Soccer Tournament
brookingsfc.com

29
Science Sunday
prairieplay.org
Pizza Night
goodrootsfarm.us

28
Brookings Farmers Market
brookingsfarmersmarket.com
Crazy Days
downtownbrookings.com

Trivia Tuesday
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De Smet Dental Services | 605.854.3444
De Smet Community Health Center | 605.854.3455
Howard Community Health Center | 605.772.4574

Prairie Winds Dental | 605.772.4703
Lake Preston Community Health Center | 605.847.4484

Immunizations
Well Child and Sick Visits

FREE Sports Physicals (Year-round)
Dental Sealants

$10 Custom-Fit Mouthguards
Available at dental locations!

Health Care

...throughout the entire year!

Keeping Students

  Well

Keeping your student healthy year-round is important to us.
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