


760 22nd Avenue S  |  Brookings  |  605.692.9233
sales@creativeprinting.com | www.creativeprinting.com

wishing you a happy and prosperous

2018
#WECRE8



C O N T E N T S

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
David Merhib

editor@golinklive.com | 605.692.6125

SENIOR EDITOR
Molly Buum

news@golinklive.com | 605.692.6125

COPY EDITOR
Jennie Hegge

news@golinklive.com | 605.692.6125

Facebook.com/TheLINKwww.golinklive.com

The LINK is published by the 
Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce, 

in partnership with area businesses, 
organizations and educational 

institutions from Arlington, Aurora, 
Brookings, Estelline, Flandreau 

and Volga.

JANUARY 2018
VOL 4 – ISSUE 1

SALES DIRECTOR
Eric Kannegieter

sales@golinklive.com | 605.692.9233

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Abbie Cribbs

artwork@golinklive.com | 605.692.9233

DESIGN + PRINT + WEB
Creative Printing

Brookings, South Dakota | 605.692.9233

CONNECTING CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY
A representative voice of the students. The SDSU 
Students’ Association works to better the environment at 
the University and throughout town.6

UNITED WAY WORKS
See how this area non-profit contributes aid to the 
citizens of Brookings and promotes the community 
as a vibrant place to live and work. 17
BROOKINGS COMPREHENSIVE  
MASTER PLAN
A special task force closes in on the one year mark to 
evaluate and guide the growth of Brookings.21

COVER STORY ............................................................. 6 – 7

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS ..........................................9

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS ......................................... 10 – 12

LEADERSHIP ............................................................. 14 – 15

Q&A WITH LOCAL LEADER ............................................. 16

NON-PROFIT NOOK ................................................. 17 – 19

SPECIAL INTEREST ................................................. 21 – 22

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP AND LEARNING ...................24

CHAMBER NEWS ..............................................................25

CALENDAR OF EVENTS ..................................................26

BEHIND THE SCENES WORK IN THE SENATE
South Dakota Republican Senator John Thune shares 
what it is like to serve as a member of Congress and 
provides insight on some of his latest work.10



4   |   THE LINK – January 2018  www.golinklive.com 

David Merhib, President/CEO, Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce
CHAMBER PRESIDENT MESSAGE

Our membership has been strong for the past 79 years! It is hard to believe that many of us 
weren’t even born when the Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce was started on February 26, 
1938 and in another month we will begin out 80th year in existence. Thank you to those that saw a 

vision for a Chamber of Commerce and for those that keep believing in the power of a membership business organization. 

The Chamber staff, the Board of Directors and some 150 volunteers that make up our nine committees have been hard at 
work developing programs and initiatives that highlight the growth and strength of ourW business community. 2017 brought the 
Chamber a new committee called the Downtown Business District Committee. This committee was designed to support and 
advocate for the some 120 businesses that make up the Brookings downtown businesses district. Of the 120 businesses, 85 are 
Chamber members and our goal is to grow the membership within our downtown district and provide support, advocacy and 
maintain and grow the quality of life that downtown Brookings has to offer. 

Also in 2017, the Chamber entered another strategic plan session that began in May and ended with approval of a plan in 
December. The plan outlined six key objectives that the Chamber will work towards in the next three to five years. One area of 
focus will be small business with a commitment to recognize and support all small business members throughout our area. 

We are excited about the new year and we want to thank you for being a part of our growth, vision and outlook for 2018. Happy 
New Year!
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The SDSU Students’ Association acts as the 
“representative voice of the students” and strives to better 
the community for our students, both on campus and 
within the city of Brookings. So far this year, our student 
government at South Dakota State has taken stances on 
academic curriculum and programs, cowbells, scholarships, 
transportation initiatives, diversity, inclusion, equity, access, 
funding opportunities, and more. We look forward to 
continuing these efforts into the spring semester, finishing 
our terms with positive changes and ideas to improve SDSU 
going forward. Our elections will happen in late March and a 
new team will take over the association in April.

One of our top priorities of the year has included 
supporting the idea of a needs-based scholarship. The 
hope of keeping the cost of public higher education 
affordable is one that many students share, not only at 
SDSU but throughout the state of South Dakota. The 
Board of Regents will soon ask policymakers to create a 
comprehensive state financial aid program, called Dakota’s 
Promise. We believe that this can assist in closing the gap 
between previously existing financial aid opportunities and 
the cost of attendance for South Dakota students.  

On the city level, our State and Local Government Chair, 
Spencer Harwood, regularly attends City Council meetings 
to provide updates to the city and as the need arises, is 
always prepared to advocate on behalf of the students. 
Both President Taylin Albrecht and Chairman Harwood 
attend Government Affairs Committee meetings with the 
same priorities. Though no local policy making this year 
has significantly affected our students, we continue our 
involvement to build and maintain a strong relationship with 

the city. President Albrecht and Chairman Harwood meet 
monthly with Mayor Keith Corbett to stay informed, as a 
strong campus and community relationship is a top priority 
for our body and our Mayor. 

Beyond the happenings we see each day at the local 
level and on campus, our students are represented on 
the state level by representatives from the Students’ 
Association. We have already sent nearly all of our senators 
to Board of Regents meetings this fall to learn more about 
the processes within our Regental system and to voice our 
support of campus initiatives.

As the legislative season begins, Albrecht and Harwood 
will head to the state capitol to meet and discuss issues 
that could potentially impact our 12,527 students here at 
SDSU. Our goal is always to to ensure that any legislation 
that will directly impact students here in Brookings has 
been thoroughly discussed by and with students, and fairly 
represents them. Although the 2018 session has not yet 
begun, our members continue gathering information and 
preparing to share the student voice. We look forward to 
the work that Taylin, Spencer, and the Students’ Association 
will do in the coming months to improve our livelihood as 
Jackrabbits.

If you want to be involved in all the action, make sure to 
attend Brookings Day/SDSU Day at the Capitol! The date 
of the event is January 17, 2018. Brookings Day/SDSU Day 
allows us to showcase our city and our university, as well as 
get a head start on any lobbying initiatives that impact our 
community. Students’ Association representatives will take  
 

BY SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Connecting Campus and Community
COVER STORY
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on Pierre to participate alongside campus and community 
leaders at this event. 

In February, many of our senators and student leaders 
will head to Pierre for a second time to take part in Students 
for Higher Education Days (SHED). SHED provides an 
opportunity for student senators and leadership from all six 
regental universities to observe and meet with their local 
legislators in the capitol to promote the interests of students 
throughout South Dakota. During SHED, we will host a 
legislative dinner and will meet with other state leaders 
from the executive and judicial branches, and from various 
state departments. This opportunity allows us to advocate 
not only for SDSU, but for the over 30,000 students and six 
universities within our regental system.

Please visit our website www.sdstate.edu/students-
association to keep up to date with the Students’ 

Association and to follow issues we are currently 
addressing and ways that we help to improve the student 
experience at SDSU. You can also keep up with our current 
agendas and events through our Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. The links to each of these pages are listed 
below.

www.facebook.com/SDSUStudentsAssociation/

www.twitter.com/SDSU_SA

www.instagram.com/sdsu_sa/

If you have any questions, please feel free to direct them 
to our Programming and Public Relations Chair, Alexandra 
Farber, at sdsu.sapublicrelations@sdstate.edu.

Go Jacks!
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  BROOKINGS

Brookings Chamber 2018
The Bookings Area Chamber of Commerce and 

Convention Bureau Board of Directors has established 
and adopted a new strategic plan to begin this year. The 
plan was created to look at the next three to five years 
by focusing on six key objectives. The key objectives will 
help focus the vision and strengthen the mission of the 
Brookings Area Chamber. Below is a review of the new 
objectives that the Chamber is committed to support as we 
look towards the next few years. 

1. Membership and Income: In order to provide 
financial stability and viability that will allow the Chamber 
to grow programs in the next five years, membership will 
increase each year by a net 5% and total income (including 
memberships) will grow each year by 5%.  The base for 
2018, the first year of this plan, is 504 members.

2. Value and Awareness: By 2022, businesses are 
actively supporting the Chamber because it provides 
and communicates the value of connecting them with 
business opportunities. Chamber membership and revenue 
goals will have been reached because in 2018 a realistic 
commitment and plan to strengthen the overall Brookings 
business community was set and achieved through actively 
promoting the Brookings Area Chamber as the best 
business resource in the region. Annual member surveys 
will provide the primary measurement of reaching the goals. 
Member value satisfaction was 7.3 (out of 10) in 2017 and 
will be at least 8.5 by 2022.

3. Small Business: Recognizing that roughly 85% of 
the membership of the Chamber are small businesses, 
the Chamber will commit to identifying and increasing 
programs and initiatives that help them increase their sales. 

The Chamber also will serve as a resource center to small 
business by providing operational support in areas like 
employee training and marketing.

4. Advocating Issues: The Chamber will become the 
leader in advocating on issues impacting the business 
community and the Brookings area, especially those 
involving the city, county and schools.  This will include 
taking positions where appropriate and continuing to inform 
members through candidate, legislative and other forums.

5. Downtown: Downtown Brookings will become the 
most vibrant and successful downtown area in South 
Dakota by 2022 because of expanded marketing, 
promotion and leadership provided by the Chamber since 
2018. Downtown will become a resource for business 
promotion with businesses from all parts of the city 
represented, especially through events like Downtown at 
Sundown, Farmer’s Market and Small Business Saturday.

6. Organizational Excellence: In 2014, the Chamber 
committed to innovative organizational excellence that 
identifies and fulfills the needs and interests of members 
and potential members. In 2018, the Chamber board 
commits to reviewing all committees and their missions to 
make sure they help fulfill the goals outlined in the Strategic 
Plan.  

The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors works hard to make sure our membership has the 
resources needed to succeed. Having a road map to steer 
our vision provides the Chamber with a journey that will 
support and advocate for our membership. A special “thank 
you” to all of our members and us, at the Chamber, wish 
you a Happy New Year! 
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If you tune in to a cable news show, you’ll likely find 
members of Congress, pundits, and other analysts dissecting 
the latest stories of the day or providing their perspective on 
why a certain policy would be good or bad for the American 
people. If you flip over to C-SPAN, you might find a similar 
scene. While it’s certainly not primetime, edge-of-your-seat 
television, it does offer Americans an important glimpse into 
the democratic process.    

Sometimes, though, rather than watching a heated debate 
between Republicans and Democrats, a loyal C-SPAN viewer 
might instead discover an empty Senate or House chamber 
with classical music filling the otherwise quiet airwaves. Such a 
scene doesn’t mean members of Congress aren’t hard at work 
– quite the opposite, actually. A lot of the work that’s done in 
Congress is accomplished behind the scenes in the various 
committees on which we serve.

In the Senate alone, there are 20 committees, 68 
subcommittees, and four joint committees. All of them play a 
distinct and integral role in writing legislation and providing 
oversight of the executive branch. The Senate is in the 
personnel business, too. The committees vet and the Senate 
confirms the president’s nominees to posts in the executive 
and judicial branches of the federal government. All that to say, 
without committees, it would be very difficult to get our work 
done for the American people.    

I serve on three committees in the 115th Congress: the 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee; the Finance 
Committee; and the Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee, of which I serve as chairman. These committee 
assignments put me in a unique position to deliver positive 
results on the issues that matter most to South Dakotans.

 
 
 

Planes, trains, and automobiles 
– that’s a quick and easy way to 
describe a large portion of the 
issues we oversee in the Commerce 
Committee. In a state that depends 
on all forms of transportation, 
leading this committee gives me 
the chance to highlight South 
Dakota and all of its particular needs. With the committee’s 
involvement in advancing 21st Century technology, I’m 
hoping South Dakota can be at the forefront on issues like 
autonomous vehicle and 5G mobile broadband technologies.

The benefit of serving on the Agriculture Committee is an 
obvious one. Agriculture is the top industry in South Dakota, 
and it helps put food on dining room tables around the state, 
country, and world. With the 2018 farm bill right around the 
corner, the Agriculture Committee is going to be working hard 
to get a bill on the president’s desk next year. I’ve gotten a 
head start and have already introduced multiple individual farm 
bill proposals that would improve current programs in different 
titles of the bill. I’m planning to introduce additional proposals 
throughout this process, too. 

The Finance Committee has been the epicenter for a number 
of the Senate’s major legislative initiatives this year, most 
notably the effort to pass a pro-growth tax reform bill to help 
middle-income South Dakota families keep more of their hard-
earned paycheck. The government takes too large of a bite out 
of family budgets, which is why tax reform is needed now more 
than ever. 

Every day that I serve in the Senate is a humbling one, and 
the opportunity to pursue opportunities like these on behalf 
of South Dakotans through my committee work makes my job 
even more fulfilling. 

BY SEN. JOHN THUNE [R-SD]

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Behind-the-Scenes Work in the Senate
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BY SEN. MIKE ROUNDS [R-SD]
South Dakota’s Economy Benefits from

Free and fair trade is vital to South Dakota’s economy. Not 
only does it open up important markets for South Dakota 
products, it results in higher wages and supports our small 
businesses and producers. Last year, we exported $1.2 billion 
in products to other countries, including goods, machinery and 
electronic equipment. In particular, the North American Free 
Trade Agreement—NAFTA—between the U.S., Mexico and 
Canada, South Dakota’s top two exporters in 2016, continues 
to benefit our farmers, ranchers and manufacturers.

 Since taking office, President Trump has indicated that 
he has a desire to renegotiate our trade agreements, and 
in May of this year, he announced the administration would 
begin talks with Canada and Mexico to renegotiate NAFTA. 
I am supportive of him making the best possible deals for 
American producers, however simply withdrawing from NAFTA, 
without a similar structure in place, would harm South Dakota’s 
producers.

 Just last year, American producers sent $20.5 billion worth 
of exports to Canada and $17.8 billion worth of exports to 
Mexico, which is the largest market for U.S. corn and soymeal. 
Mexico is also the second largest market for U.S. soybeans and 
the third largest market for U.S. beef. American trade with our 
NAFTA partners has more than tripled since the agreement 
took effect, and has increased more rapidly than trade with the 
rest of the world. Between 1993 and 2016, according to trade 
data reported by the U.S. International Trade Commission, U.S. 
trade with Mexico increased by 544 percent and trade with 
Canada increased 158 percent.

 Agriculture is South Dakota’s number one industry, and 
trade contributes to the overall health of the ag economy. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) concluded in  
a recent report that NAFTA has had a positive impact on  
North American agriculture over the past two decades. The 
value of U.S. agricultural trade with our NAFTA partners has 

 
increased from $8.7 billion in 
1992—before the agreement was 
implemented—to $38.1 billion in 
2016, while imports rose from $6.5 
billion to $44.5 billion. The leading 
NAFTA-traded products are meat 
and dairy products, followed closely 
by grains. South Dakota is a top producer of these products.

 I have encouraged the administration to maintain strong ties 
with our NAFTA partners as they continue their negotiations. I 
have repeatedly asked our U.S. Trade Representative, Robert 
Lighthizer, to stand up for the United States’ agricultural 
industry abroad, and work to open up new markets for 
American products. Earlier this year, the administration reached 
an agreement to allow for U.S. exports of beef into China. This 
was a win for South Dakota ranchers, who are now able to sell 
their top-quality beef in a lucrative market.

Canada and Mexico are essential trading partners for 
our state and nation, and I encourage the administration to 
continue working with their leaders to maintain an agreement 
for free and fair trade among our countries. At a time of 
economic downturn in our agricultural sector, continuing to 
increase trade with our North American neighbors and other 
global allies is of vital importance.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

NAFTA
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The Brookings County Drug Court is an alternative 
sentencing treatment program designed for people whose 
problems stem from substance abuse. As an individual 
enters this voluntary, intensely supervised program, they 
must be motivated to work toward changing their lifestyle 
and becoming free of alcohol and chemical addiction. The 
program is accessible regardless of age, religion, sex, 
ethnic origin, sexual preference, marital status, physical and/
or mental disability.

The Brookings County Drug Court is a court-managed, 
alcohol/drug intervention treatment program, designed to 
provide a cost-effective alternative to traditional criminal 
case processing. If clients are eligible and have been 
chosen to participate in this program, they must be willing 
to commit to the entire program. The program can be 
successfully completed within 18 months to two years.  
Applicants are sentenced to a felony level offense, but their 
sentence includes a condition of completing the Brookings 
County Drug Court Program, in lieu of penitentiary time. At 
any time during participation in the program, the client can 
be terminated from the program and sentenced by a Circuit 
Court Judge for noncompliance with rules and  
treatment plans.

Currently, the program in Brookings serves 11 clients. We 
have had one participant graduate and three participants 
fail the program since the program’s inception in July of 
2016. The Drug Court Team consists of 10 professionals 
who meet weekly to assess and evaluate the progress of 
each participant and reward or discourage positive  
 

and negative behaviors through the 
use of sanctions and incentives.

What many do not realize is how drugs affects not only 
the addict, but so many in the community. Whether it be a 
spouse, a family member, a child, an employer, a neighbor, 
or others, addiction is a problem that creeps into the lives 
of all of those surrounding the addict.  Programs like Drug 
Court and other treatment based programs focus not only 
on preserving the safety of the community, but also on 
offering chemical-dependency and mental health related 
treatment options that are mandatory for the participants.  
While involved in Drug Court, participants are expected 
to maintain employment, find Court-approved suitable 
housing, change their peer structure, complete random 
drug and alcohol testing, participate in multiple weekly 
treatment based programs, and participate in peer support 
groups such as AA and NA.

Drug addiction, as we have all become blatantly aware, 
is not going away any time soon. But programs like Drug 
Court encourage the criminal justice system to look at 
solving the problem at the root of the cause – curing the 
addiction. This, however, is not an issue that we alone can 
solve. We encourage community members to consider 
hiring Drug Court participants when looking for new 
employees.  Donations can be made to the Drug Court 
Program by way of financial support or goods and services 
(gift cards for incentives). The Drug Court program is always 
in need of volunteer mentors and sponsors. If you have any 
interest in any of these areas, please contact myself or Drug 
Court Coordinator, Courtney Eschenbaum.

BY ABIGAIL HOWARD, States Attorney, Brookings County

Brookings County Drug Court
Treatment Takes the Focus

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
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LEADERSHIP

Shane Dauer started with Larson 
Manufacturing in 2000 as a college 
intern. He has held multiple positions 
on the IT team, increasing his level of 
responsibility over the years. While 
working full time at LARSON, Shane 
obtained a Bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science from SDSU. He 
has continued his formal education is 
numerous areas such as Cisco Voice 
over IP, Cisco Security, VMware, 
Microsoft Windows Server, and 
Microsoft Exchange Server.

Currently Shane leads the Information 
Technology department and the various areas they support. This 
includes all databases, data storage, networking, computer hardware, 
telecommunications, data communication links local and remote, 
Internet access, Intranet, Email, Microsoft Office products, RF 
equipment, security administration, software deployments, wireless 
connectivity, plus backups and disaster recovery systems.

Shane enjoys spending time at home and camping with his 
family. Additionally he likes fishing, playing golf and riding motorcycle in 
his free time.

SHANE DAUER

Julia Eberhart is a marketing manager 
at Daktronics, working with the Live 
Events and International business 
units. Daktronics helps its customers 
to impact their audiences throughout 
the world with digital signage and 
audio systems in sport, business 
and transportation applications. 
For her role, Julia oversees a team 
responsible for advertising, digital 
communication, public relations, 
tradeshow & events, product 
marketing, project promotion and 
other marketing activities. 

Julia graduated from USD with a degree in mass communication with 
an emphasis in Journalism. She spent time in public relations and 
marketing for college athletics and marketing for a small architectural 
firm before moving to Brookings for a position at Daktronics in 2007. 
She is married to Vince Eberhart who farms with his family. They have 
two children – Rachel (6) and Desmond (3).

JULIA EBERHART

Lauren Freml is a Sales Associate 
at The Carrot Seed Kitchen Co. and 
volunteer Children’s Ministry Leader 
at Veritas Church, both in Brookings. 
Born and raised in Sioux Falls, she’s 
held jobs as a pizza delivery driver, 
babysitter, daycare employee, in 
Residential Life on the SDSU campus 
as a Community Assistant and Senior 
Office Assistant, along with a few 
other side jobs. After college, she 
worked in a hospital, before getting 
married in 2015 and moving back to 
Brookings.

In her current roles, she manages inventory at The Carrot Seed, and 
plans and teaches lessons for various ages, recruits volunteers, and 
serves on a leadership team at Veritas Church.

Lauren recently bought a house in Aurora with her husband, Colburn. 
She enjoys cooking, traveling to visit family and friends across the 
country, and  watching Stranger Things and The Great British Bake Off.

LAUREN FREML

DESARAE MILES

Desarae Miles is the Food & Beverage 
Supervisor at the Swiftel Center. 
Desarae assists clients in menu and 
service planning as well as manages 
concession points-of-sale. She 
focuses on planning, directing and 
overseeing food and beverage staff to 
create efficient and memorable dining 
experiences. Over the years she has 
worked as a Catering Supervisor and 
an Coffee Shop Assistant Manager.

Desarae earned a bachelor of science 
in hospitality management with a 

minor in business and accounting. She’s been in the hospitality industry 
for eight years.

Desarae, her husband and 15 month old girl, live south of Brookings, 
near Colman, SD. She loves being at home and spending time with her 
family. Desarae also enjoys being outside doing lots of activities.

Class of 2018Leadership Brookings:
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LEADERSHIP

ALLISON SCHAFFER

In 2004, Allison graduated from Dakota State University with a bachelor’s degree in Computer Information 
Systems and minors in Networking, Computer & Network Security and the Center of Excellence. After 
graduation, she immediately started her career at Daktronics as a software developer in IT. Currently, she is a 
solution architect in the IT Software Development team.

Allison recently joined Toastmasters International in pursuit of developing her communication and leadership 
skills. She also serve on the DSU Alumni Board of Directors and enjoy serving and reconnecting with her alma 
mater.  

Whether professionally or personally, Allison enjoys stepping out of her comfort zone for personal growth and 
adventure. For this first time this summer, Allison went skydiving. She loves traveling, meeting new people, 
connecting with others, attending fitness classes with friends, and spending time with her son.

976 22nd Ave South, Brookings • (605)697-7285 
M-F 8a - 6p, Sat 9a - 5p, Sun 11a-4pwww.karlsonline.com
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Family Fun Day | Feb. 10, 10 am - 1 pm 
Frost Fest winter apparel sale | Feb. 16 & 17 
Kids Sensation Station | year-round

Steve Bormes: 
Deep Sea Imaginarium 

fun for the whole family 

Richard Van Buren: 
Material Witness

exhilarating  
new exhibits ... 

Courtesy the artist and Garth Greenan Gallery, New York always free admission & parking

1036 Medary Ave. | Brookings, SD | Parking just west on Harvey Dunn St. | 605-688-5423
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Local Leader:
Keith W. Corbett has been married for 44 years and has two children, Matt and Melissa. He is a 
retired Brigadier General from the United States Army and a retired Dean from South Dakota State 
University. He served seven years on the Brookings City Council, with five of those years as deputy 
mayor. He is currently serving as the Brookings Mayor.

Keith Corbett

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE THINGS ABOUT BROOKINGS?

Brookings is a warm and inviting community with a wide 
variety of opportunities. One can take in concerts, athletics as 
well as walks around the community or in one of the beautiful 
and well-maintained parks in a safe environment.

One of the top draws for Brookings is the people. The 
Brookings people are quick to give freely of their time, talent 
and in many cases treasurers to keep this community one that 
other communities envy.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES EXCITE YOU ABOUT BROOKINGS?

The variety of entertainment, variety of quality eating 
establishments, as well as the opportunities to serve the 
community in many ways.

WHAT LEADERS DO YOU LOOK UP TO?

Dr. Sherwood O. Berg and Dr. Michael Reger. Both men lead 
by example and were true mentors to upcoming leaders.

WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE ABOUT LEADERSHIP?

∆  Leadership is motivating others as much as yourself!

∆  When people stop bringing you their concerns, you have  
 failed as a leader!

we would like to thank Mayor Corbett for his time and 
talents in making the Brookings area a vibrant place to 
live and work.

Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce,
ON BEHALF OF THE 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF BEING A CHAMBER MEMBER?

Being a member helps ensure a strong support for our local 
businesses as well as meeting and getting to know the citizens 
of Brookings.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY.

*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from BofI Federal Bank, Member FDIC; it is not your tax refund.
Loans are offered in amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or $3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected
refund amount, ID verification, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded on a
prepaid card and the loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund, reducing the amount that is paid
directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional products or
product features may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations. Not offered in Puerto Rico.
HRB Maine License No.: FRA2. See hrblock.com/refundadvance for details. ©2017 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

hrblock.com/refundadvance

UNIVERSITY MALL
1022 22ND AVE S
BROOKINGS, SD 57006
605-692-5715

UNIVERSITY MALL
BROOKINGS, SD 57006

605-692-5715

Q&A WITH LOCAL LEADER

310 Main Avenue
Downtown Brookings

605.592.9277
www.carrotseedkitchen.com

We can help with either!

BUY LOCAL BREAD OR MAKE 
YOUR OWN.

310 Main Avenue
Downtown Brookings

605.592.9277
www.carrotseedkitchen.com
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NON-PROFIT NOOK

BY HEIDI GULLICKSON, Executive Director, United Way 

I look forward to each edition of The LINK as a way to 
stay up to date on things happening in our community.  I’m 
pleased that in 2018 I will be a monthly contributor focusing 
on the non-profit sector of our society. I’ll be reaching 
out to many partners to gather input to bring information, 
education, and resources to share. Our goal is to work 
toward solutions that keep our communities thriving and to 
keep you involved in the fight.

A compelling culture of caring and giving has a long 
history in Brookings County. Our citizens continue to impact 
the quality of lives with their volunteerism and monetary 
donations. United Way funds are impacting our local 
residents every day of the year. On behalf of the United 
Way board of directors and the 44 agencies that received 
United Way funds, we say thank you. Let’s take a look at 
how giving is alive all year in Brookings County. 

In January, volunteers are needed for the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) through Interlakes 
Community Action Program. Trained volunteers complete 
taxes for those that earn under $56,000 a year. 

February is a perfect time to cozy up with a Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library book that is delivered to children under 
five. Just 15 minutes of reading a day can prepare a child for 
Kindergarten.

March Madness creates champions, and mentors can 
create a lifelong bond. Brookings County Youth Mentorship 
and the Boys and Girls Club offer opportunities to support 
the champion in every child.  

In April, a group of new volunteers are trained to ensure 
that children in foster care have a voice through East 
Central Court Appointed Special Advocate. 

Spring cleaning is on all of our minds during the month of 
May. The Habitat ReStore, the Home Again Store, ICAP, and 

Domestic Abuse Shelter are all wonderful organizations that 
are happy to accept your furniture and household items in 
order to run their programs.

The Dental Van was in town four separate weeks in 
2017, the second week occurring in June. 162 children 
were treated to needed dental care which is an essential 
component of health. This is an important piece to keeping 
our students healthy and in school.

The Brookings Area Transit Authority spends much of 
July transporting our local youth to their activities.   

The month of August reminds us of the ongoing needs 
of The Food Pantry, The Harvest Table, Feeding Brookings 
and the Backpack Program.   

September was the Unite in the Fight Against Hunger 
event where 250 volunteers came together to pack 10,000 
meals that were distributed locally to decrease those who 
face food insecurity issues. 

October is Domestic Abuse Awareness Month and we are 
fortunate to have one of the few shelters in the state that is 
staffed 24 hours a day by volunteers and trained staff.

November is a month of giving. In fact, Mayor Corbett 
proclaimed a Week of Giving for November 12th. This was 
an opportunity to say Thank You to those that give to others 
in so many ways. 

Did you hear what I heard in December? The Salvation 
Army bell ringing volunteers were out in full force to raise 
funds for programs like Share the Warmth and the Family 
Back to School event as well as rental and utility assistance 
for those in crisis. 

As you can see, United Way funds and volunteers are 
busy throughout the year in Brookings County. Thank you 
for LIVING UNITED together!

Brookings United WayYear in Review:



18   |   THE LINK – January 2018  www.golinklive.com 

Ben Franklin tells us, “In this world nothing can be said 
to be certain, except death and taxes.” As complicated and 
controversial as taxes and our political environment can 
be, our legislative process is important to understand as a 
community member since it impacts many areas including 
human services and social problems.

There are various human services programs that are 
funded by federal, state and local taxes that benefit our 
communities in Brookings County. These programs are 
important to our communities, but they might not always 
fill all the needs. A challenging part of federal and state 
funding for programs can be the specifications that are 
attached to the programs. Local programs many times will 
have more flexibility for clients. As service providers are 
working with a client, they are asking questions to help 
direct the clients to the most appropriate program. 

It’s important to understand how legislation happens 
so we can help to shape bills that impact our community. 
A bill is proposed legislation under consideration by a 
legislature. A bill does not become law until it is passed 
by the legislature and, in most cases, approved by the 
executive. Once a bill has been enacted into law, it is 
called an act of the legislature, or a statute.” Bills and 
statutes affect our communities in regards to laws, funding 
for services within our communities, how services can be 
provided within communities and much more. Current 
South Dakota house and senate bills up for the next 
legislative session can be read here: http://sdlegislature.
gov/legislative_session/bills. Although multiple bills have 
been passed to try and provide state funding for prevention 
programs, mental health, addiction and psychiatric services, 
many financial gaps remain. Thankfully, collaborative 

opportunities like The Brookings County Child Protection 
Team, The Brookings County Mental Health Taskforce, 
United Way non-profit quarterly meetings and more occur 
to bring individuals and organizations to the table to look 
at creative and innovative ways to continue to increase 
service opportunities within the community. One example is 
to become as a committee member for the 2018 Brookings 
Step Forward to Prevent Suicide – event date: April 21, 
2018; SDSU Campus. For more information contact Janet 
Harvey by dialing 211.

Collaboration and service coordination is essential to 
providing assistance and services to those in our towns. 
Local nonprofits work to fill the gaps that still exist after 
federal and state programs. It is imperative for program 
directors at all levels to understand the other programs 
around them to take advantage of the services and the 
reimbursements. One example is in the area of medical 
transportation.  Organizations such as Brookings Area 
Transit Authority, County Veterans Services, Volunteers of 
America, and Volunteer Service Bank all receive different 
types of funding, but work to coordinate rides for residents 
of Brookings County who need assistance getting to 
medical visits. Brookings County residents can contact 
the Helpline Center by dialing 211 for information on all 
government and local nonprofit programs. All residents are 
encouraged to become involved and advocate for programs 
and funding that are important for their communities.

United Way Works
BY HEIDI GULLICKSON, Executive Director, United Way 

NON-PROFIT NOOK

 www.golinklive.com 
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Join us!
BROOKINGS EMPOWERMENT PROJECT
ANNUAL NETWORK SOCIAL
JANUARY 22 | WOODEN LEGS BREWERY
6:00PM – 9:00 PM
For more information contact bep.57006@gmail.com.
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BY KEITH CORBETT, Mayor, City of Brookings

Brookings Comprehensive Master Plan
SPECIAL INTEREST

South Main Ave
Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 692-7377
www.barrettsdesigncenter.com

COME SEE THE COLOR OF THE YEAR

BROOKINGS HOME SHOW
FEBRUARY 17 & 18

swiftel center | brookings

The Comprehensive Master Plan Task Force is nearing 
the completion of a one year project to evaluate and 
develop a guide for the future growth of Brookings.

The current Master Plan extends until 2020, but given the 
dramatic growth of Brookings, will be outdated before that 
time. Based upon Brookings 4-5 percent growth per year, 
the Brookings City Council selected a 15 member task force 
to serve on the Comprehensive Master Plan committee.  

The Committee selected RDG from Omaha to assist with 
the planning and design of a Comprehensive Master Plan 
which will serve our community until 2040.

The comprehensive plan will provide a plan for Brookings 
future by creating a vision for the future as defined by 
members of the community while protecting and expanding 
Brookings quality of life.  

This guidebook for the growth of the community will 
include decisions pertaining to land use, capital investments 
and infrastructure.  

It is anticipated the plan will be reviewed by the Planning 
Commission in early 2018 and then be reviewed and 
approved by the Brookings City Council for implementation.  
A public open house for review will be held soon after the 
new year (2018).

Book today! 605-688-6707

631 22nd Ave, Brookings, SD 57006
McCroryGardens.com

Find the perfect venue for your next event at the 
Education & Visitor Center.

Open all year-round, within a 
one-of-a-kind Serene Setting.
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The Brookings County Jail Expansion Project continues to 
move forward. The County was granted a variance by the City 
of Brookings Board of Adjustment in October.  The next step is 
submitting the needed information to the Historic Preservation 
Commission for their review and recommendation process. The 
expansion will increase the jail size to approximately 24,000 
square feet and will include 84 adult inmate beds for general 
housing, temporary housing for juvenile offenders, a kitchen, 
medical room, and two safe rooms to house individuals in 
protective custody. The new facility will also include a room for 
family and friends to visit individuals via computer screen. The 
County is hoping to start the project during the summer  
of 2018.

Brookings County purchased the Outdoor Adventure Center 
of South Dakota, now called the Brookings County Outdoor 
Adventure Center, on September 15, 2017.  Brookings County 
4-H relocated to the facility in October.  This is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses an indoor archery range and pistol range. 
Memberships, as well as day passes, are available. An Advisory 
Board has been established and a Director has been hired to 
oversee the facility.  

The County joined with the City of Brookings and Brookings 
School District to form a Mental Health Task Force. This group 
has been tasked with completing a comprehensive needs 
assessment, creating a roadmap of services currently available 

to the mentally ill, and to propose improvements to the current 
services available to people with mental health issues in our 
community. The Task Force has compiled a list of service 
providers that is available through the 211 Help Line.

The County and City also established a Joint Jurisdiction 
Committee. This is a 13-member committee whose purpose is 
to review the current Joint Jurisdiction ordinances governing 
the joint jurisdictional area around the City of Brookings, and 
make recommendations for changes to the Brookings County 
Planning & Zoning Commission and the City of Brookings 
Planning Commission.

Several road and bridge projects are scheduled for 2018 
throughout Brookings County. The County is hoping to replace 
the two river bridges on 471st Avenue, old Highway 77, south of 
Brookings. The highway department will also be doing working 
on two smaller structures. The first is located northwest of 
Bruce and the other is located southeast of Sinai. The total cost 
for the bridge projects is approximately $3.7 million dollars. 
Other projects include preliminary engineering work for a 
bridge in Oakwood Township, 11 miles of mill and overlay work, 
45 miles of seal coating and several culvert projects. The cost 
of those projects totals approximately $2.5 million.

Continue in 2018Brookings Co. Projects
SPECIAL INTEREST

BY STACY STEFFENSEN, Commision Department Director, Brookings County

Donate life saving plasma. 
You have the power to save lives!

Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

We guarantee the best donor fees in our marketing area! 

093CPM

New donors only. Not valid in conjunction with any other referral fees or bonuses.

Biotest Plasma Center
718 22nd Avenue South • Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 691-6214

Earn as much as $350 this month & $100 this week!

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR AN EXTRA $10 BONUS!

SUPERHEROES WANTEdSUPERHEROES WANTEd

Copyright © 2017 Biotest Pharmaceuticals Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

093_SH_3_67x2_375_4cMB.indd   1 3/17/17   4:57 PM

AMSDELL’S
1929 Hwy 14 ByPass 
Brookings, SD 57006

P: 605.692.8323

*SPECIAL PRICING  
Saturday mornings  •  8am to 12pm

Propane 
Refills
$13.00

*

20lb cylinder

includes tax
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WOMEN IN LEARNING AND LEADERSHIP

andLiving, Learning, Leading
BY SHEILA ANDERSON, Chief Financial Officer, Daktronics

Do you ever feel like you are falling behind, wished you 
were wicked smart, or wondered how to improve your 
leadership? Each day in life, I grow stronger and wiser, yet 
continue to be a work in progress. Join me on February 7th 
at the WILL Luncheon to hear more about my journey.   

•  LIVING: We are all busy – our families, careers, 
and spiritual lives all need time and attention. Living 
a meaningful and balanced life takes planning and 
preparation. Doing a few things each day can make the 
difference in feeling stress to feeling healthy, empowered, 
and organized. I’ll also help you recognize that great things 
take time and you need to “eat an elephant, one bite at a 
time” to reach your success.  

• LEARNING: The world is changing at a faster pace 
than ever, making it more important than ever to invest in 
yourself through continuous improvement. I’ll share some 
learnings from my adventures in traveling, eating more than 
“Minnesota hot-dish”, and reading.

• LEADING: At points in your life, you need to lead – be 
it in your home, work, church, or community. Growing and 
surrounding yourself with great people, having work-life 
balance, having a compelling vision, and being the last to 
eat are all ways I’ll share to help you be a great leader.  

For more information and to register for the February 
WILL Luncheon, visit www.brookingschamber.org or contact 
the chamber at 605.692.6125.

EVERY PET DESERVES THE 
VERY BEST.

3127 US Hwy 14 Bypass – Brookings, SD 57006
P: 605.692.0955

Assisted Living | Memory Care | Brookings | Schedule a tour! 605.692.6311

For Extraordinary People

Extraordinary

Care
Assisted Living | Memory Care | Brookings | Schedule a tour! 605.692.6311

For Extraordinary People

Extraordinary

Care
M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

N O  A P P L I C A T I O N S   •   F R E E  S H O W I N G S

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two 
bedroom apartment options throughout Brookings, 
including near campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home 
park space. And our full-time maintenance staff is 
available for quick efficient repairs and timely snow 
removal.

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our 
residents for more than 40 years and our friendly 
staff would like to help you find your next apartment 
home!

M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

603 Main Ave  •  Brookings
605.692.6333

info@moriartyrentals.com
www.moriartyapartments.com

Commerical space in prime locations available. Call for details.

Of  ce Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon
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CHAMBER NEWS

Cruise Planners – Julie Erickson
BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.690.3811  |  www.crazy4cruising.com

THE BROOKINGS AREA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE STAFF AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ARE EXCITED TO WELCOME ALL NEW 
CHAMBER INVESTORS. 

welcome!

Marshall Radio Brookings
410 MAIN AVE, SUITE B | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 507.532.2282 | www.marshallradio.net

Edward Jones - Devan Larson
1718 6TH STREET | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.697.7762 | www.edwardjones.com/devan-larsen

Andrew Jallo 
NMLS #1153096
andrew.jallo@dacotahbank.com

CLICK2START 
YOUR HOME 
LOAN ONLINE

Brookings | 1441 6th Street | (605) 692-8600

Stop by and see us 
at the home show 
February 17-18.

Apply online at 
dacotahbank.com

Call. Click. Come in.

9 Round
1738 6TH STREET | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.692.5595 | www.9round.com
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SDSU Indoor Track and Field Classic
gojacks.com

SDSU Mom’s Weekend
gojacks.com

Exploring N.E. Hansen and the Era of Economic Botany
agmuseum.com

18

SDSU DII Track and Field Invitational
gojacks.com

19

26/27 Brookings Blizzard vs. Minot Minotauros
gobrookingsblizzard.com

26/28 Cubby’s Futsal Tournament
brookingsfc.com

27
BHS Varsity Wrestling Invitational
brookings.k12.sd.us
SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. Fort Wayne
gojacks.com
SDSU Men’s Basketball vs. Fort Wayne
gojacks.com

01
SDSU Men’s Basketball vs. NDSU
gojacks.com
Sub40Social
brookingschamber.org
Erosion: Soil and Soul
agmuseum.com

WILL Luncheon: Sheila Anderson
brookingschamber.org

07

08
SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. Denver (Pink Game)
gojacks.com
Festival of Young Voices
brookings.k12.sd.us
Halestorm + Stone Sour
swiftelcenter.com

Paws for Wine
brookingshumane.org

09

SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. Oral Roberts
gojacks.com

10

Brookings Radio Moments to Cherish Bridal Show
swiftelcenter.com

11

Brookings Blizzard vs. Aberdeen Wings
gobrookingsblizzard.com

14

15
Third Thursday at the Gardens
mccrorygardens.com
Chamber Membership Mixer | First Bank & Trust
brookingschamber.org



Check out the 

After-School 
Maker Studio

Learn more:  
prairieplay.org

Museum Hours Tue-Sat:  10am-5pm Sun:  12-5pm 

Prepare  
for Play

TH INGS  TO DO

V I S I T B ROOK I NG S S D . COM

17
Brookings/SDSU Day at the Capital
brookingschamber.org
Paw Patrol LIVE!
swiftelcenter.com

30
SDSU Men’s Basketball vs. Omaha
gojacks.com
Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

15th Annual Step Show
sdstate.edu

0320
Jim Emmerich Track and Field Invitational
gojacks.com
SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. Western Illinois
gojacks.com
Prairie Striders Indoor 5K
prairiestriders.net

SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. USD
gojacks.com

25

23/27 Capers | Takes a Holiday
sdstate.edu

Tri-Company Dart Tournament
swiftelcenter.com

19/21

Brookings Chamber Music Society Presents: Jon Nakamatsu
sdstate.edu

21

Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

23

Girl U19 Hockey Tournament
brookingsrangers.com

2/4

Sensory Friendly Play
prairieplay.org
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APR*

CREDIT CARD RATES
got you

BEGGIN’ FOR MERCY

ROLL OVER 
your credit card balance by February 28, 2018  apr*3.90%

*annual percentage rate 
  Rates subject to change (9.90% -17.90% apr) following 12 month introductory period 
  Offer does not apply to current Dakotaland FCU balances | See website for further details

Dakotaland FCU
509 N. Main Street
Redfield, SD 57469

*****ECRWSS*****
Local 
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

57350 Bring this ticket in for a 

FREE GIFT
We will be set up on the east side of the court 

February 1, 2014 : Double Header begins at 3:00 pm
Greeno Building: 502 E. 2nd Street - Redfield, SD

Dakotaland Night with the Pheasants

       Redfi eld – Doland Pheasants vs. Wessington Springs Spartans

www.dakotalandfcu.com

The LINK
414 Main Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

www.DakotalandFCU.com  
Brookings 697.5922 | Volga 627.5880

 415 8th St. S.

Postal Customer
*****ECRWSS*****

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

HURON SD 57350

The LINK
415 8th Street South
Brookings, SD 57006


