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In 2016 the Chamber will build upon our 
key objectives that were set in place in late 
2014. The past year and a half has been a 
period of change including five new members 
to the Board of Directors, an organizational 
restructure and adoption of a new strategic 
plan. Looking ahead, the Chamber will 
focus on five key objectives; organizational 
excel lence, member and community 
outreach, small business, leadership and 
development and government affairs. 
Through these key areas the Chamber will 
continue to offer its valued programming 
like Leadership Brookings, Connect 2140 
and Women in Leadership and Learning as 
well as introduce concepts that will enhance 
existing programs.

Brookings prides itself on the strength of creating a vibrant, sustainable 
environment for businesses to succeed and with small business development at 
the forefront of our strategy to develop success, the Brookings Area Chamber 
of Commerce is committed to small business development. The Chamber has 
identified gaps that impede small businesses from reaching their potential and 
in September of 2015 the Chamber began a monthly program, Leadership, 
Exploration and Development (LEAD,) that addresses the needs of the small 
business community. These needs were identified during a series of five small 
business focus groups, conducted in March of 2015, which looked at small 
business development and leadership needs. 

Our small business community needs resources to better position themselves 
for success within our community. The Chamber feels we can assist these small 
businesses by leveraging our partnerships with larger businesses to create a 
business climate to recruit and retain a quality workforce. The creation of a 
leadership and development program has already enhanced existing programs 
like Leadership Brookings, Women in Leadership and Learning and Connect 2140. 
These ongoing programs offer unique opportunities for Chamber and community 
members to engage and learn from regional leaders. 

Economic development hinges on building the next generation of leaders and 
looking ahead our programs will raise the bar in leadership and development 
opportunities for our area. To learn more about these great programs and others, 
please visit our website at brookingschamber.org.

The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce is proud to serve the business 
community.  Have a happy and productive 2016! 

Chamber Director Message 
By David Merhib, Executive Director
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Ag Relations Committee

Thank you to those who donated 
to the Silent Auction

The Ag Appreciation Banquet is coordinated 
and sponsored by the Brookings Area Chamber 
of Commerce Ag Relations Committee. If you 

would like more information on the committee’s 
projects, or to get involved please contact the 

Chamber office at 605.692.6125
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HORIZ  N
Health Care, Inc.

WE ProVIDE PErSonALIZED, AFForDABLE, HIGH-QuALItY HEALtH 
CArE tHrouGH A nEtWorK oF CommunItY HEALtH CEntErS 
tHrouGHout SoutH DAKotA.

Family Health Center of 
Eagle Butte
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Community Clinic
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Health Center

Isabel
Isabel 

Community Clinic

Faith

Bison 
Community Clinic

We accept all patients:
those on Medicare, Medicaid, 

with or without insurance!
Medical, dental and mental health care 
services available in 24 locations. 
Sliding fee discounts available!

w w w . h o r i z o n h e a l t h c a r e . o r g

605.847.4484

HORIZ  N
Health Care, Inc.

Personalized, Affordable  
High-Quality Health Care 
I n  Y o u r  C o m m u n I t Y Happy New Year

With gratitude for your continued patronage, we look 
forward to serving you in 2016.

HORIZ  N
Health Care, Inc.
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Brookings has a place that offers 
a warm, no-cost meal every Monday 
night and grocery items on the last 
week of each month for anyone 
in the Brookings area that are in 
need. Harvest Table provides a 
safe place where people can come 
together, receive nourishment and 
experience love and support from the 
community. 

Harvest Table would not have 
grown to be what it is today without 
volunteers and the supportive 
Brookings community. Harvest Table 
is a warm, no-cost meal served every 
Monday night from 5:30 p.m. until 
6:30 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church for anyone in the Brookings 
area community. The ministry started 
in November of 2000 as a way to 
reach out locally to those in need. 

“Harvest Table started with a 
group from the Methodist church,” 

said Vonda Kirkham, the Harvest 
Table Coordinator. The idea 
originated about 15 years ago. 
Almost every week a group of 
volunteers from the church went to 
Sioux Falls to serve at The Banquet, 
an organization that provides food 
and fellowship for those in the Sioux 
Fall community. “Then one week 
they couldn’t make it because of bad 
weather so they decided to start one 
here in Brookings,” said Kirkham. 

When Harvest Table was just 
starting out attendance was not very 
high. “If we had like 15 or 20 guests 
we thought, oh wow this is big deal,” 
said Vonda Kirkham. Now 15 years 
later, the ministry serves as many as 
300 guests. Attendance from week 
to week varies, but the last Monday 
of the each month grocery items 
are handed out which brings in a 
larger crowd. Kirkham is employed 
by First United Methodist Church and 

is the coordinator of the Community 
Life Center. She is the only paid 
personnel; the rest of the operation is 
reliant on volunteers. 

“The Methodist church doesn’t do 
this; it takes the whole community,” 
said Kirkham.

Harvest Table is just one of 
the 40 organizations that receive 
United Way funds each year. 
The Brookings Area United Way 
conducts a yearly campaign to raise 
funds for programs in the areas of 
education, health and income.  We 
work year round to create solutions 
to community problems.  You can 
find more information about the 
Brookings Area United Way and 
our other partner agencies at our 
website: brookingsunitedway.
org and follow us on Facebook: 
BrookingsAreaUnitedWay.  

Non-Profit Nook

Harvest Table

Small business is the heartbeat of our communities. 
Planning for success is always on the minds of our business 
owners. Looking ahead, there are a number of small 
business owners looking to make resolutions that positively 
impact their business. The following are a few resolutions to 
help businesses achieve great success in 2016.

Create a marketing campaign: During the holiday season 
many businesses experience a strong momentum in sales 
and profits. This can seem like it’s time to sit back and get 
comfortable however this is not the time to slow down. 
Small businesses should constantly be working on their 
marketing campaigns to secure a constant flow of business 
and income. Keep existing clientele engaged, identify 
prospects, and generate new business.

Refresh and update: Let’s face it! First impressions are 
everything, and sometimes we do judge books by their 
covers – especially when these books are metaphors for 
businesses. No matter how well the old ways work, when it’s 

time to clean up and get with the times, you just have to do 
it! Whether you need to purchase new carpeting, implement 
credit card processing, repaint the walls, design new 
uniforms, or create a new web site, sometimes an upgrade 
can be the one thing to turn things around.

Take care of your health: Health is basic to all our other 
endeavors. If your body and mind are not healthy, you 
won’t have the energy or capability to achieve business 
success. Make sure you carve out enough time to exercise, 
eat healthfully and get enough sleep. These are business 
necessities, not just personal indulgences.

Keep learning: Attend conferences and workshops. Take 
classes. Watch instructional videos. Read. Your business 
depends on your brain, so make sure you are continually 
expanding it. The world is changing, technology is improving 
and your industry is evolving, so keep learning so that you 
improve your skill set.

Wishing you and your business great success in 2016.

New Resolutions
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Each new year brings a sense of 
new beginnings and the opportunity 
for a fresh start. Many people take this 
opportunity to set health and wellness 
goals. It’s an opportunity to reflect on 
the past year and refocus priorities 
for the new year. Often times when we 
think about health and wellness it is an 
individual focus. But what about family 
wellness or workplace wellness?  

There are seven dimensions of 
wellness: physical, social/cultural, 
environmental, occupational, spiritual, 
emotional and intellectual. This year, 
emphasize eating for good health, 
being more physically active and 
getting more sleep. Stop smoking if 
you are a smoker, and make lifelong 
wellness your priority. 

Take a family-focused approach 
to wellness in 2016. Make a plan to 

eat one more meal at home together 
each week. This time together as a 
family demonstrates to your kids that 
family is a priority and it provides time 
to reconnect with one another. Family 
game night or movie night are other 
ways your family can take time to 
spend together.

Your health is important wherever 
you go. Many of us spend a large 
majority of our day at work, making 
workplace wellness an area of 
potential improvement with the 
new year. Many businesses and 
organizations have realized the benefit 
of health promotion. Take the initiative 
this year to become active in your 
organization’s wellness committee 
or participate in a health-focused 
challenge that is offered.

Wellness Resolutions by Kayla Aman, RDN, LN, 
Brookings Hy-Vee Registered Dietitian

Health and Wellness

Gustafson Krogman & Assoc.

Stephanie Severson
605-690-3520
stephanie@century21gka.com
Century21Brookings.com

OPEN A NEW DOOR TODAY

Edman Westland Addition • Volga, SD

1833 6th Street
Brookings, SD 57006

Order Now!
605-696-7272

or online at:
www.papajohns.com

Buy Any Large Pizza At Regular Price
& Get A Medium 1-2 Topping FREE

Offer Expires 1/31/16

WE DELIVER!

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

Are your savings earning
what they should?

Jeff Fish
Financial Advisor
.

1718 6th Street
Brookings, SD 57006
605-697-7762
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

FIND SUCCESS IN YOUR NEW 
YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS: 
1. When setting your goals, think  
 SMART. Goals should be  
 Specific, Measureable,  
 Achievable, Realistic and Time- 
 Bound. Set smaller, short-term  
 goals that align with your  
 long-term goals to ensure  
 greater success.

2. Choose a group of people  
 who will provide support to  
 help you achieve your goals and  
 stay focused. 

3. Develop a schedule that works  
 for you. Set aside time for meal  
 planning, exercise or family time  
 so that it doesn’t get overlooked  
 at the end of a busy day.
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In last month’s article I introduced 
the topic of developing a city, 
successfully. The article identified 
several elements that are critical to 
the success of a city development 
process.  Two elements that should 
be considered early on in the process 
are 1) conversations by the several 
“communities” that comprise the city, 
and 2) creating a common vision,  
and in many cases visions, of a 
desired future.  

A simple analogy that 
demonstrates the importance of 
these early stage steps in city 
development can be found in the 
design process of a custom home.  A 
great design requires the skills of a 
professional, significant input by the 
future owner, and a well-drawn plan 
for, and discussions with, the builder. 
You can imagine what the outcome 
might be if no communication takes 
place between these parties.

Developing a city is really no 
different, but much more complex. 
Developing a city requires the skills 
of multiple professional disciplines, 
input from a myriad of individuals 
and interest groups, and a variety of 
plans to guide the building process. 
As described in last month’s article, 
these plans fall into three generalized 
categories; physical, social and 
economic.  Brookings Economic 

Development 
Corporation (BEDC) 
is involved in, and 
has conducted 
projects in, all three categories.  
However, our primary emphasis lies 
within the category of economic 
development within the city and 
surrounding region.

So what does BEDC actually do 
in terms of planning and developing 
the economy? There is not enough 
room in this publication to describe 
it all, so for the purposes of this 
article I will sum it up this way - 
“We follow the process”.  BEDC 
continually seeks the input of the 
“communities” of the Brookings 
area.  This is accomplished through 
focus group discussions, periodic 
community surveys, participation in 
local public and private meetings, the 
organization of a broad based leader 
roundtable, and through community 
visioning charrettes.  We adapted 
the charrette process, frequently 
used in building design, to serve as 
an inclusive, day long, community 
discussion on the economic future of 
the city and county.

Another important process that 
occurred not too many years ago 
was the city branding initiative.  
Between the branding and charrette 
processes representatives from 

the many “communities” of the city 
have established a grand vision for 
the future.  Excerpts from vision 
statements derived during these 
discussions describe how great  
this city is today, and hint at what is 
to come.  

On the Horizon
by Al Heuton, Executive Director of BEDC

Get more. Spend less. It’s 
that simple when you get car 
insurance from us. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
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35%
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State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Brookings:
• Inspires and rouses people to  
 pursue their true interests.  

•  Energizes people to work  
 for the common good of the  
 community creating a climate  
 in which challenging  
 opportunities are turned into  
 remarkable successes.  

•  Engages people in a  
 collaborative process of  
 learning and discovery;   
 creating bold visions, designing  
 solutions and taking action for  
 their common future.

•  Is a truly unique place where  
 innovative thinking is encouraged;  
 where ideas are revered, take root  
 and thrive. 

By taking a quick look around at 
recent progress, I can’t help but be 
very excited about what is on the 
horizon for the Brookings area!
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Forty years ago, South Dakota State University’s 

academic leaders envisioned a performing arts center that 

would enrich the university and the community. They had 

aspirations for a modern facility that would enhance the 

teaching and learning process and lift the human spirit. 

Unfortunately, the mid-1970s were not the best economic 

times and the concept lay dormant for nearly two decades.  

Twenty years later, campus and community leaders 

renewed this commitment with a vision to expand those 

same opportunities and a public/private partnership resulted 

in a facility that would benefit both music and theatre. 

That partnership resulted in SDSU’s current $10 million 

Performing Arts Center with its 1,000 seat Larson Memorial 

Concert Hall and 180-seat black-box Fishback Theatre 

that serves the university and city — drawing more than 

100,000 visitors annually. While two main performance 

elements were constructed and funded in part with $6 

million from the City of Brookings through a 2nd penny sales 

tax, the academic spaces for music, theatre and dance and 

most importantly the proscenium theatre and recital hall 

were not yet realized.

Growth in Brookings and at South Dakota State University 

in the new Millennium saw a very satisfying partnership with 

most Brookings Public Schools music performances being 

hosted in the Performing Arts Center and the emergence 

of Brookings Community Theatre bringing a number of 

performances by community members to the stage of the 

black box theatre.  That same growth brought forward the 

reality that the academic quality and national accreditation 

for the arts at SDSU as well as the expectations in the 

community for better facilities for theatre and small 

ensemble performances brought forth a conversation about 

an expansion to the PAC.

With a price tag of nearly $40 million for construction and 

another $5.5 million to appropriately equip the additional 

100,000 sf proposed expansion, a partnership between 

private donors, students through their Higher Education 

Facilities Fees and the City of Brookings is helping complete 

the vision.  In early December 2015, the Brookings City 

Council passed a resolution to allocate $6 million toward the 

expansion project.  Paired with $13 million from students 

and the remainder from alumni and friends of the arts, the 

Performing Arts Expansion is now poised for design to begin 

in early 2016.

More information on the expansion project can be found 

at www.sdstate.edu/expandthePAC.

The SDSU Performing Arts Center: 
The Next Stage, the Time is Now!
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Parents around the country will tell you that for their 
children’s success, it’s important to have an effective 
educational system with teachers and administrators who 
are accountable to the local community. It’s local control, 
not big government mandates, that hold the key to  
efficiently implementing educational plans that work best 
for kids, because what works for students in New York 
City might not work well for students in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, and vice versa. 

For too many years, though, that had been the case: a 
big-government, one-size-fits-all approach to education. This 
wasn’t good for teachers, and it wasn’t good for students. 
With the sweeping education reform bill that was recently 
signed into law, we will thankfully reverse that trend and 
return control to the people who know students the best, 
like their parents, teachers, and local school boards. 

We’ve all heard the phrase “teaching to the test,” 
which was born from the nearly 15-year-old No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) policy that was intended to boost teacher 
accountability. After hearing from school districts around the 
country, it became clear that while accountability has a role 
in our school systems, it’s also important for school boards 
to have the flexibility to set and administer standards that 

meet their own local needs. Ending the NCLB policy was 
long overdue – after all, more than 40 states were operating 
under NCLB waivers, which will no longer be necessary 
under the new law. 

Perhaps most importantly, the Every Student Succeeds 
Act puts an end to the U.S. Department of Education’s 
bureaucratic Common Core mandate that has been a hotly 
debated topic for South Dakota teachers and families. Gone 
are the days of an over-reliance on standardized testing 
that consumed teachers’ time and frustrated parents and 
students alike. The long-standing education policy received 
a failing grade, and I’m glad that states will now be able to 
determine their own academic standards and assessments 
without the heavy hand of the national school board that is 
the U.S. Department of Education getting in the way. 

The education reform bill and the changes it will make 
have been endorsed by teachers, superintendents, school 
boards, state legislatures, and governors, and according 
to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, it “strikes a balance 
between accountability for the taxpayers’ investment on the 
one hand, and state and local control on the other.” This is 
a win for everyone involved and will put students in a better 
position to succeed.

by Senator John Thune

Ending the Flawed  
Common Core Mandate 

AFFORDABLE HEALTH 
AND LIFE INSURANCE.

104 West 6th Street, Brookings
692-4722 • www.insurance4sd.com

Terry 
Anderson

OWNER/AGENT

Jessica Blum
AGENT
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I am captivated by the creative genius of the individuals 
that have shaped our modern world. While their ingenuity is 
breathtaking, their sheer tenacity is almost mind boggling. 
The advancements made in the late 19th and early 20th 
century by Nikola Tesla, Thomas Edison, Alexander Graham 
Bell, Louis Pasteur, Marie Curie and the Wright Brothers 
set the stage for the energy, communication, medical and 
transportation systems that we all enjoy today. 

But when it comes to agriculture and food, the 
advancements we benefit from today in terms of production 
efficiency, availability, accessibility, nutrition, safety and 
ultimately cost have their roots firmly in the research 
productivity of the Agricultural Experiment Stations of the 
land-grant universities like South Dakota State.

 Sadly, the heroes of the agriculture and food revolution 
aren’t as well-known as their contemporaries from other 
fields. In part, it’s due to the collaborative nature of the land-
grant system in which they worked. 

But I also believe there was a fundamental difference in 
the entrepreneurial spirit of the Edisons and Bells, versus 

the servant heart of scientists like South 
Dakota State’s own Edgar McFadden, 

whose stem rust resistant variety 
of wheat, named “Hope,” has 
been long credited with helping 
to win the second World War. 
McFadden both literally and 
figuratively gave “Hope” to the 
world to the benefit of literally 

billions of people. 

There are two widely 
discussed aspects 

of the wonders of 
modern agriculture 
that I believe 
are not fully 
appreciated or 
understood. 

The first has to do the number of people fed by a 
single American famer. According to the USDA, when I 
was growing up in the 1950s, an American farmer fed 
approximately 25 people. As the post war technology 
revolution kicked in, that number increased exponentially. 

Today, a single farmer feeds an estimated 155 people. 
While numerically impressive, its true impact is simply 
amazing. The difference in those two figures represents 
the release of the human creativity and productivity of 130 
people whose energies have been turned from producing 
food to curing cancer and improving our health care. Their 
time has been released to revolutionize our communication, 
transportation, and energy systems. Their interests and 
passions have been freed to enhance the quality of our lives 
with art, music, and literature. And at the same time, we 
have been provided with the most nutritious, least expensive 
food in the history of man. 

The second is the widely quoted figure that in 2015, 
an American household spends approximately 10% of its 
disposable income on food. Again, as a child in the 1950s, 
my parents spent approximately 25% of their disposable 
income to feed our family. That difference of 15 cents 
out of every dollar that can now be spent by families on 
things other than food, has been the fuel for the immense 
improvement in standard of living for Americans. And at the 
same time, we benefit from the safest, most diverse food 
system in history. 

Over the last several years here at the SDSU we have 
opened new research facilities for plant genetics and dairy 
manufacturing and remodeled research labs for multiple 
departments. We currently have major building projects 
underway for swine and cow-calf research which will open 
in 2016. And construction for new greenhouses and a plant 
science support facility will also begin in 2016. Plans are 
also being developed for other new facilities. 

These facilities, and the brilliant faculty scientists working 
in them, will enable us to not only meet the challenges of the 
future, but to shape it. 

Shaping the Future 
by Barry H. Dunn, South Dakota Corn Utilization Council Endowed Dean of the South Dakota 
State University College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences and Director of SDSU Extension

Agriculture 
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Renee Halgerson and Carrie Kuhl, owners of Hitch Studio, 
will be sharing their talk on “Running Red Lights: What two 
entrepreneurs learned about life, work, and starting something 
new” on February 3, 2016 as a part of the WILL Lunch series. 
Hitch Studio specializes in four areas: website & logo design, 
wedding invitations, event & wedding styling, and a retail store 
full of cards & gifts. 

Their presentation will outline the Hitch story and these nine 
things that all women can relate to, including:

1. Be a mentor, find a mentor, thank a mentor — People you  
 trust and admire can help you focus and put things in  
 perspective. 

2. Be ready to make sacrifices — If it gets you closer to the  
 goal, be ready to rearrange what seemed normal.

3. Support — Why finding a group of like-minded people can fuel  
 your fire.

4. Setting Goals — Write them down and check on them often.
5. Education & Growth — Read for fun and read to learn. Follow  

 blogs. Make time to be a perpetual student of your trade.
6. Well-Being — How to get the most out of whatever you’re  

 working with (sleep, stress, health, fear, fatigue, etc.).
7. Give Back — You get what you give. 
8. Getting Along — Do we have cat fights in the office? You’ll  

 have to come and find out…
9. Why — Start with why and the obstacles will be easier to  

 forge a path through.

The core of their message? Make sure you love it (whatever 
your IT is) even on its bad days. Even if you have to run some 
red lights (you know, those excuses that keep holding you 
back?), they’re just bumps that you can drive right over.

To learn more about Women in Leadership and Learning 
or to register for the February 3rd luncheon featuring Hitch 
Design Studio visit brookingschamber.org

Women in Leadership 
and Learning 

www.kinginsurancesd

1451 6th Street 
Brookings

605-692-0944

FARM | HOME | AUTO 

300 Twenty-Second Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

Phone: (605) 696-9000
Fax: (605) 696-7770

brookingshealth.org

Listen to Brianna’s  story at www.brookingshealth.org/BriannaZwaschka

Choose Brookings Health System for the best local health care. 

CONVENIENT LOCAL CARE

When Brianna Zwaschka was pregnant with her baby, August, she appreciated the quick and
convenient service from Brookings Health System for her ultrasounds. 

“That’s really nice that it didn’t take a lot of time out of my work day,” said Brianna, “especially
right before you go on maternity leave.”

803 Main Avenue South • PO Box 58 • Brookings, SD 57006
Office 605.697.5544 • Fax 605.697.5548

Loaders.  Attachments.  Excavators.  Lifts.  Tools. Trailers & More.

www.brook ingsrent -a l l . com
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The Arlington Community Development 
Corporation (ACDC) hopes to expand the number of 
shovel-ready sites in the local industrial park by 250 
percent. The first step in the process is developing 
the Arlington Industrial Park Master Plan, to be 
completed by Banner Engineering, which will outline 
a blueprint for the development of roads, sewer and 
electrical infrastructure to six new lots on the north 
side of the industrial park.

“Our development corporation is dedicated to 
improving the business environment in Arlington,” 
said ACDC Executive Director Jason Uphoff. “The 
completion of the industrial park master plan is 
critical to attracting new businesses to the area.”

Located along US-Hwy 81, the industrial park 
currently houses TopLot Industries, a furrier, and 
TransCanada Regional Storehouses, a pipeline 
supply depot. Uphoff believes additional commercial 
and light industrial sites will make Arlington more 
appealing and facilitate economic development  
in the region.

“In order to grow, we have to be prepared for it,” 
said Uphoff. “Expanding our shovel-ready sites will  
be a vital economic development tool when 
competing with other communities to attract 
prospective businesses.”

The term shovel-ready generally refers to 
commercial and industrial sites that have all 
the planning, zoning, environmental studies and 
infrastructure engineering completed prior to sale 
and occupation. Generally these “ready to go” 
sites are under the legal control of the city, local 
development corporation or other third party. 
Because shovel-ready sites provide businesses 
with guarantees and expedite development, the 
communities in which they are located often have a 
competitive edge in the site selection process.

“Shovel-ready sites are very attractive to 
companies looking to move or expand because they 
mitigate risk,” said Heartland Director of Economic 
Development Ryan Brown. “The more information 
and data a prospective business has about a site or 
location, the faster they can make a decision and 
begin construction.”

Heartland recently awarded the ACDC a $5,000 
economic development grant to assist with the 
completion of the master plan. Heartland awards 
economic development grants to help with projects 
that foster growth and development or increase the 
quality of life in the community. Heartland customers 
and their local economic development corporations 
are eligible to apply.

Arlington Seeks  
Competitive Edge in 2016

by Danielle Rosheim, 
Projects & Marketing 

Coordinator

C
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Ryan Brown presents Jason Uphoff  
with $5000 grant for Master Planning
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We understand 
you because

WE ARE YOU.

8 0 0 . 8 4 3 . 1 5 5 2      |      W W W . B A N K E A S Y . C O M

We’re hopers, dreamers, farm kids, tech gurus, parents, kid shuttlers, 
homeowners, volunteers, locals, travelers, ATM users, bucket-list 
makers, savers, spenders, sports fans, musicians, heroes, life-long learners, 
employees, Facebookers, TV watchers, & home-equity spenders...

JUST LIKE YOU.

Love of food and a love for people. That’s why the Pheasant’s 
doors first opened in 1949, and why this hub has been under the 
same local, family operation for fifty years and three generations. 
We started as a small café out on the edge town and have 
grown with our community. That growth has only been possible 
because of a highly dedicated team and an abundantly supportive 
community. It is out of thanks for such support that we strive 
to keep things fresh and relative for an increasingly diverse and 
sophisticated audience.

The Pheasant’s offerings reflect the tastes of our evolving 
community. Proud roots as a 1940’s prairie café are evident in 
some of our comfort food holdovers like the iconic gravy-laden 
Hot Roast Beef Sandwich on homemade milk bread. Cries for our 
Thai Lemon Shrimp and the cult of the PB&JJ Burger have come 
about in more recent years, but one philosophy has remained 
since our earliest days. We still love working with local producers. 
From our private label Foodtopia Farms jalapeño jelly to Sturdy 
Post Ranch lamb, and from our locally roasted Pheasant Café Trio 
coffee beans to Cottleston bread, it all comes together here as 
one authentic local tradition. We love that.

Enriching that tradition is our community’s growing love 
for wine and all things food-and-wine. Thanks to you, sold-out 
winemaker dinners (and beer pairing dinners) are now a thing in 
Brookings, SD. We’re all for that, so much so that we’ve put a 
retail wine shop right in the restaurant, along with a tasting bar of 
40 different olive oils and authentic balsamic vinegars. 

The Pheasant is an all-day kind of place centered around real, 
unpretentious food, bottomless cups of coffee, good company, 
great wine, homemade ice cream, a little shopping and the 
experience of dining out. Throw in some local art, a full bar, 
frequent world-class live music and decades of memories, and 
that’s where we get to work. Thanks for giving us a reason to 
come here every day, Brookings. We love you for that.

Love. Love. Love.  
Pheasant Restaurant & Lounge

Each month the Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce 
will include a Member’s Voice section that highlights one of 
our members.



15January 2016 The Young Professionals

Throughout 2015 the Connect 
2140 Committee, leaders in the 
Brookings business community 
and South Dakota State University 
have come together to develop 
socializing and networking 
opportunities geared specifically 
towards the young professional 
in the Brookings community. 
Sub40Socials are monthly socials 
designed to reach out to the next 
generation in the Brookings area 
and provide an environment for 
them to create local connections, 

find a mentor, or simply relax  
with friends. 

Sub40Social events have been 
bonding our community together 
while showcasing the finest venues 
in Brookings. Former locations 
have included SDSU’s McCrory 
Gardens, Children’s Museum of 
South Dakota, South Dakota State 
Art Museum, and Old Sanctuary 
Banquet Hall. Upcoming event 
locations will include some old 
favorites along with Dakota Nature 
Park and the Research Park at 

South Dakota State University.

Events occur on the first 
Thursday of each month from 
4:00-7:00 PM from September to 
May.  The next opportunity for you 
to attend a Sub40Social will be 
January 7th, 2016, when The 
Research Park at South Dakota 
State University opens its doors 
and invites the entire community 
to join in on the fun. Please save 
the date and remember to bring 
a friend!

by Jordan Jacks,  
Connect 2140 Committee

The Brookings Chamber Military and Veterans Affairs 
Committee presented the 2015 Outstanding Military 
Achievement Awards at the Veteran’s Day Program in 
Brookings, SD.  Three Soldiers and one civilian received 
the awards.  Each year the Brookings Chamber Military and 
Veterans Affairs Committee recognizes a Soldier, NCO, 
Officer and Civilian from the Brookings Area.   

The award was created to recognize Brookings County 
Military personnel who excel in selected areas of endeavor 

and are serving in the National Guard, Reserve, and Active 
Duty members of ROTC and Recruiters.  Military personnel 
have to be assigned to duty within the city of Brookings, 
or could have a duty station in another city outside of 
Brookings County or even in another state. The award 
also recognizes a Brookings County Civilian who excels in 
support of Military Personnel or family of military personnel 
of Brookings County. The award aids in the development 
and strengthening of mutual sense of “spirit” within 
Brookings County civilian and military forces. 

Military Affairs 

Brookings Outstanding Military Achievement Awards 

The 2015 Brookings Chamber Outstanding 
Military Achievement Award recipients are:

Soldier of the Year:  SPC John Patterson, 
HHC 139th Brigade Support Battalion

NCO of the Year:  TSgt Clayton Kuipers, 
114th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 

Officer of the Year:  1LT Geoffrey Pollman, 
211th Engineer Company

Civilian of the Year:  Betty “Sam” Vaughn 

by MAJ Rebecca Trygstad, 139th Brigade Support Battalion  
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Flandreau is a small, proud, rural farming 
community.  Our location, community, schools and 
businesses make for a great place to live and raise 
a family, throughout the generations.  

The early settlers certainly chose this spot for its 
beauty and the bounties of the river and land.  Tribal 
elders have commented to me many times that this 
place was selected by the Santee Sioux because of 
the many agricultural opportunities.  

We have a beautiful City Park that draws many 
from neighboring areas and states to enjoy all 
types of seasonal outdoors activities.  The city 
and community members have invested numerous 
hours and resources here.  Our park is beautiful and 
something our community takes pride in.  

Our community is blessed to have a wonderful 
public school system.  The Moody County  
Resource Center is centrally located within the 
Flandreau Public Schools as is the Community 
Center.  The bond issue(s) for the funding of  
these structures were approved the first time 
around.  This speaks well for the mindset of our 
community.  The teachers within our school system 
are second to none.  The Flandreau Indian School is 
a boarding school where Native American students 
from across the Unites States come for their 
secondary education.    

The Boys and Girls Club of Moody County as well 
as the FSST Community Center (Wicoicaga Otipi 
which means ‘a place for all generations’) provide 

safe, economical 
places for the youth 
in our community to 
belong.  Here they 
can spend time with friends, learn and grow.  Both 
facilities offer not only before and  
after school programming, but all day opportunities 
in the summer months and at special times 
throughout the year.   

Nearly all of the businesses in our community 
are locally and family owned.  Many have been 
in our community for several generations.  We 
are fortunate to have businesses not only on our 
main street but also in 
the West End Plaza, 
and Industrial Park 
areas.  We have 
many business 
men and women 
who bring their 
unique talents 
and forward thinking 
business sense to our 
community which is 
vital for a successful 
business climate.  

Flandreau is a 
wonderful place 
to live and raise a 
family.  Come and 
check us out.  

Community Connections   

by Linnea Janssen
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Celebrating 1 year of 
operations in Brookings!
We look forward to 
continuing to bring smiles 
here for years to come.

Follow us on
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Lori Egeberg, 
owner of Sixth Street Optical brings 

25 years of optical experience to 
their customers. Stop in to Sixth 

Street Optical located at 511 6th 
street to shop quality eyewear at 

affordable prices.

Dan Brettschneider 
The City of Brookings has hired Dan 
Brettschneider as the new Director of Park, 
Recreation & Forestry. Dan brings over 16 
years of Park and Recreation experience 
from past work with the City of St. Cloud, 
MN and the City of Lakeville, MN.

Dr. John Jerstad, 
Brookings Health System recently promoted 
Dr. John Jerstad, M.D., to Emergency 
Department Medical Director at Brookings 
Hospital. As the ED Medical Director, he 
provides guidance, leadership, oversight and 
quality assurance in the emergency room 
and to the ambulance service.

Dr. Brad Jordan,  
has acquired the dental practice of  

Dr. Daniel Carlson.  In addition to his 
dental education at the University of 

Minnesota, he completed a residency 
which included training in cosmetics, 

sedation and implants. The practice has 
been renamed to Lone Oak Dental.

Faces & Places

Faces & Places showcases today’s professionals “on the move”.

Faces & Places

FUEL • FEED • AGRONOMY • LP • GRAIN

204 1ST STREET SOUTH • PO BOX 127 • BROOKINGS, SD 57006
AURORA, SD • CLEAR LAKE, SD • TORONTO, SD

VOLGA, SD • WHITE, SD

(605) 692 – 6216

Perkins Storage and Transfer

PERKINS Storage & Transfer Co.
MOVING WITH CARE, ANYWHERE    SINCE 1919

416 Third Avenue • Brookings, SD

605-692-2041 USDOT#969
MC#81290

Lance Howard, 
a Brookings native, was recently promoted 
to Financial Advisor with Raymond James, 
located at First Bank & Trust.  Lance has 
been with the bank since 2011 and brings 
with him previous investment experience.  
Lance, an SDSU graduate, lives in Brookings 
with his wife and one son.
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On behalf of the Brookings Area Chamber of 
Commerce, we would like to thank  Donna for 
her time and talents in making the Brookings 
area a vibrant place to live and work.

What is your favorite thing about Brookings?

1 I love Brookings. What a wonderful city. I feel that Brookings is a safe city 
to raise a family. I love the beauty of the whole city. The mason work/brick 
work on the buildings on Main St. are beautiful. If you really take a look at the 
brick work designs on some of those buildings they are amazing and intricate. 

What attributes/opportunities excite you 
most about Brookings?2 With hard work and a good business idea, small businesses can do well in 

Brookings. I think we have a great work force available in Brookings because 
of the University. 

What do you consider most beneficial to 
your Chamber Membership?3 I think that it is very important for businesses to be a part of the chamber. 

I believe there are many benefits to being a member of the chamber. If you 
would like to have a mixer at your business that could be a chance to showcase 
your business. They have classes to better you or your business. I have sent 
some of my employees to these classes and they come back very excited with 
lots to share. 

What leaders do you look up to?

4 My dad has owned and operated his own business for 
the last 41 years. I admire how hard he has worked and 
continues to work to make his printing business successful. 
I have learned a lot about business from him and how to 
make a business work, especially if you believe in your 
business. There are also members of our community who 
are leaders every day, networking, making people smile 
and happy at their jobs. I look up to people who are still 
passionate about their careers and jobs. 

Do you have any advice for our 
next generation of leaders?5 I always tell my employees what is expected of them 

before I even hire them, they need to know the expectations 
and it will make them more successful and accountable. 
I tell them I expect a lot from them because I want them 
to expect a lot from themselves. As a leader, I believe in 
my product, Choco Latte and I believe in my team.  I love 
leading the Choco Team to success.

Q & A with Local Leaders

Donna Behrend, 
Owner - Choco Latte Inc
Not native to Brookings SD 

but definitely calls this home. 
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Volga Non-profit Development Corporation 

president Erik Schlimmer says Volga offers a “small 

town atmosphere with large town capabilities.” The 

VDC, a non-profit organization made up of Volga area 

residents meets monthly to discuss ways to stimulate 

economic growth within the city.  

The organization’s mission is to foster a strong 

economic environment which supports businesses 

and nurtures growth and new investment in the 

region. The group is dedicated to promoting and 

facilitating economic development and improving 

the quality of life in Volga by increasing the city’s 

economic base.  

In 2015, the VDC implemented the Downtown 

Revitalization Project, a matching grant program 

designed to provide assistance for the rehabilitation 

and upgrading of existing commercial properties 

along Kasan Avenue in downtown Volga.   

Cade Cradduck, owner of CC Bar and Grill was one 

of several business owners to take advantage of this 

program. He used the funds to assist with installing 

new windows in the front of his business, significantly 

improving the establishment’s curb appeal.  

Looking ahead to 2016, the VDC plans to continue 

the success of the downtown revitalization project. 

The organization also seeks to bring at least one 

new business to town and develop at least one 

new property for future business growth. As the 

City of Volga prepares to move forward with a new 

activity center, the VDC will assist with ideas and 

development needs. 

Schlimmer says the Volga Development 

Corporation will continue to strive to make Volga a 

great place to live, work, and raise a family. For more 

information regarding the VDC, contact Schlimmer at 

(605) 690-8665.

Downtown Revitalization remains a 
priority for Volga Development Corp. C

ITY
 O

F VO
LG

A
Community Connections   

LOTS FOR SALE
IN VOLGA

Block 3
Lot 6A

Block 3
Lot  7

Block 8
Lot 12

Block 9
Lot 7

Block 9
Lot 6

Block 9
Lot 5

Block 9
Lot 4

Block 9
Lot 3

Block 9
Lot 2

Block 9
Lot 1

Block 8
Lot 7

Block 8
Lot 8

Block 8
Lot 9

Block 8
Lot 10

Block 8
Lot 11 

Block 9
Lot 8

Block 14
Lot 8

Block 15
Lot 4

Block 15
Lot 3

Block 15
Lot 2

Block 15
Lot 1

Block 14
Lot 5

Block 14
Lot 6

Block 14
Lot 7

FOURTH STREET

Fifth STREET
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Prices

Starting at

$37,900

27193 R4-15

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®  
and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S.

Brookings Area Associates
601 4th Street, Suite 103
Brookings, SD 57006 
Office: 605-692-6643 
Toll-free: 866-384-7126

Erich Olson 
CFP®, ChFC®, CLTC® 
Financial Consultant

John Folkerts, CLTC® 
Associate

Thrivent Financial was 
named one of the “World’s 
Most Ethical Companies” 
by Ethisphere Institute 

2012–2015.

by Ashley Rentsch, Volga City Finance Officer
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Shane Moberg, Manager • 605-690-7336 • 605-692-0955
email: agritech@swiftel.net

3127 Hwy. 14 Bypass • Brookings, SD 57006

AGRI-TECH
Get Your Brigade® Stress Tubs Now for 

Weaning and Receiving Calves.

0% financing 
on all

 Hubbard Beef
feeds

South Dakota State University 

Changes will soon be coming to the west side of Medary 

Avenue in Brookings as SDSU, the SDSU Alumni Association 

and SDSU Foundation embark on a two building project 

known as Alumni Green.  The plans call for a new university 

house and a new alumni center.

The university house will serve as a home for the next 

president of SDSU.  While Woodbine Cottage has served the 

university well and will remain, this new home will provide 

space for entertaining as well as a private family space.  The 

house will also feature an outdoor space for entertaining.

The new alumni center will be attached to the Lohr 

Foundation building and will include a banquet hall that will 

seat up to 250 people banquet style.  It will also feature 

a reception area, a digital display of distinguished alumni 

recipients, a gallery to display historical SDSU artifacts, and 

new office and meeting space for the Alumni Association.

The two buildings are a sign of the growth and 

development of the campus over the decades.  The current 

facilities have served SDSU and its alumni, friends, and 

visitors very well, but these new facilities will poise us to 

support SDSU into the future.

Fundraising for the project is ongoing and has enjoyed 

support from alumni and friends both near and far who 

understand the growing and changing needs of SDSU.

South Dakota State University Alumni Association 
by Andi Fouberg, President & CEO SDSU Alumni Association
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Wyshbone Market cut ribbon to celebrate the expansion of their business  
with their new Brookings location at 1867 6th Street in the Village Square Mall. 

WYSHBONE MARKET

Nathan Kirby, Audra Koenig, Roshal Lamp, Wyshbone Store Manager Jessica Vanella, 
Harry Mansheim, Wyshbone Marketing Manager Dianne Coolbaugh, Kyle Bender, 

Director of Sales / R&D Dakota Provisions Jordan Woodbury, Joni Frolek.

New Chamber Members

Sixth Street Optical 
King Insurance
Lone Oak Dental
Mediacom Business

The Chamber Ambassador Committee consists of enthusiastic 
individuals who represent and promote the Brookings Area Chamber 
of Commerce. They offer their time to build business relationships, 
raise community awareness of the Chamber and are committed to 
the success of the Brookings area business community.

Ambassadors assist with Chamber member visits, ribbon 
cuttings, grand openings as well as welcoming new businesses 
to the Brookings Area communities. Contact the Chamber if you 
would like the Ambassadors to help your business celebrate your 
activities and accomplishments.   

Ambassadors

Membership Mixer
Members had the opportunity to celebrate in style at  
Krave during the December Membership Mixer.

Chamber Staff and Ambassadors help the team at  
State Farm Insurance Paul Kruse celebrate their new location.

STATE FARM INSURANCE - PAUL KRUSE

Audra Koenig, Ryan Murphy, Nathan Kirby, Paul Kruse, Cheryl Duin, Joni Frolek,  
Val Welu, Crystal Himley, Harry Mansheim, Kaitlynn Nelson

Mediacom Business offered a behind the scenes tour of their  
location and business offerings to the Chamber Ambassadors.

MEDIACOM BUSINESS

Justin Froiland, Mediacom Account Executive Frankie Herrera, Arian Bunde,  
Mediacom Regional Sales Supervisor Dan Wallace, Nathan Kirby,  

(Front Row) David Merhib, Reva Johnson, Amy Klinkhammer.

New Member Spotlight

Dakota Portable Toilets provide quality 

toilet rental and services in Brookings, Watertown, 

Milbank, and surrounding areas. From special events 

to construction jobs, Dakota Portable Toilets is here 

for you. We offer event style toilets, hand wash sinks, 

and handicap accessible toilets. For construction 

sites we offer toilets, toilet lifts, containment trays, 

and individual toilets with wheels. All units come with 

free hand sanitizer.

EAST BROOKINGS BUSINESS  
AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

Daktronics hosted a ribbon cutting to celebrate the completion of 34th Avenue project. 
Representatives from the City of Brookings, Brookings County, Bowes Construction, Banner 
Associates, L.G. Everist, Falcon Plastics, Counterpart, Inc., Daktronics, Inc., MyPlace Hotel, 

and the East Brookings Business and Industry Association (EBBIA) were present.
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509 N. Main Street
Redfield, SD 57469

*****ECRWSS*****
Local 
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

57350 Bring this ticket in for a 

FREE GIFT
We will be set up on the east side of the court 

February 1, 2014 : Double Header begins at 3:00 pm
Greeno Building: 502 E. 2nd Street - Redfield, SD

Dakotaland Night with the Pheasants

       Redfi eld – Doland Pheasants vs. Wessington Springs Spartans

www.dakotalandfcu.com

The LINK
414 Main Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

www.DakotalandFCU.com
605.697.5922

A  New Year. A New Home.
If building a new home or addition are on your list for 2016,  

now is the time to make plans... We can help!

Postal Customer
*****ECRWSS*****

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

HURON SD 57350

The LINK
414 Main Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006


