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David Merhib, President/CEO, Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce
CHAMBER PRESIDENT MESSAGE

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Community involvement in our region, especially in Brookings, has been a cornerstone for 
businesses to carry out their mission. If you think about how many events take place in Brookings 

throughout the year and calculate how much time is put into planning and executing these events, it is daunting. This is why you 
will see different businesses volunteer their time and talents to help offset the true hard costs of putting on events. 

The Chamber of Commerce puts on a variety of events throughout the year and because of these events we need the help of 
volunteers as well as staff. The Chamber’s nine committees are comprised of nearly 150 volunteers. These volunteers add value to 
our programs and events as well as help meet our mission throughout the year. Non-profit organizations like the Boys & Girls Club 
bring an economic impact to the city during their Willie Mac Hoops Tournament each year by bringing more than 100 basketball 
teams along with family and friends from all across the state and our region. This event relies heavily on volunteers to work a 
variety of jobs to make the basketball tournament a success. Many Brookings businesses get involved by giving back to the 
community during events like Willie Mac through volunteerism. 

 Our community is fortunate to have strong philanthropic traditions supporting development and growth throughout the last few 
decades. Paying tribute to those that have given throughout the years is sometimes taken for granted. Our visionaries look to our 
business community to offer their time and talents to give back through volunteering. What lasts a lifetime in many ways begins 
with a few hours of your time.
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As a community organizer and a City Council Member 
in Brookings, I am often asked two things: First, people 
want to know why community involvement is important, 
and second, they ask how they can get involved. 

I find community involvement to be valuable for many 
reasons. At the very basic level I believe engaging 
with the community is a rewarding experience that 
helps a person better understand not only themselves, 
but the individuals that make up the networks around 
them. When getting involved we create relationships 
with our neighbors, gain a greater connection to the 
organizations and businesses that help our town thrive, 
and shape the place in which we live.  

Participating in a community can also bring about 
lasting solutions to local problems. If we are more fully 
connected to the people and organizations around us 
then it becomes easier to recognize when challenges 
arise and how to solve them. Communities with strong 
citizen engagement are able to collectively compromise 
and develop creative methods to bring lasting change. 

Engaging with one’s community also provides great 
benefits to local businesses, non-profits, governments, 
and other professional groups. One of the greatest 
assets a community can tap into is the knowledge 
and skills held by its residents. True progress is 
accomplished, not when one person acts independently, 

BY HOLLY TILTON, City Council Member, Brookings

Community Involvement:
Why It’s Important and How to Start
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but when many people 
work together.  

There are several ways 
people can get involved 
with their communities, 
each of which are 
important: 

1. Volunteer for a local  
non-profit or community 
group.  There are many 
options for people wanting 

to volunteer.  The experience can be most beneficial 
if a person pairs this work with a personal passion. For 
example, an animal lover may want to volunteer for the 
local humane society, or someone who enjoys gardening 
might choose to help a community garden. If you are 
looking for volunteer options in the Brookings area, you 
can start by dialing 211, checking in with the Volunteer 

Service Bank, or asking friends and neighbors if they 
know of places needing help. 

2. Engage with local government. Whether you do 
this by attending meetings, providing input to local 
officials, serving on committees, or running for office, 
each individual can participate in the process. The 
purpose of local government is to serve the people, and 
the only way that can happen is when people participate. 

3. Support local businesses. Sometimes engaging in a 
community is as easy as shopping local or supporting a 
local entrepreneur.  

4. Talk to your neighbors. If you aren’t ready to dive 
into community involvement through the other examples 
listed, then simply talking with your neighbors and 
community members can be an easy place to start.

No matter how you choose to get involved in your 
community, remember that each role serves an important 
purpose, and the best way to get started is to jump right in!
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Are you a new resident of Brookings? Do you know 
someone who is new to the community? Beyond 
Connections was created by Brookings Economic 
Development Corporation to bring people together to 
welcome new residents, network, and build relationships for 
a thriving Brookings community. 

It can be intimidating or uncomfortable to attend a 
community event where you don’t know anyone. Many 
new residents simply need a warm welcome and a few 
connections to make them feel part of the community. 
Beyond Connections events are designed to make new 
residents feel welcome and help them build relationships. 

Beyond Connections is considered a workforce retention 
program. We know if new residents aren’t able to make 
connections and build relationships here, they are more 
likely to move away. Please join us at our upcoming events 
to welcome new residents and make new connections.

The 2018 schedule of events include: 
WELCOME DINNER
Thursday, March 8 from 6 – 8 pm 
Location: Old Market
Socialize and meet other new residents while enjoying a 
private group dinner with a special menu. Cost: $35/
person. RSVP required to: stacy@brookingsedc.com 
DAKOTA NATURE PARK BIKING & WALKING 
Sunday, June 3 from 2 – 4 pm 
Location: Larson Nature Center
Enjoy the beautiful trails of 
Dakota Nature Park while meeting other new residents. 
Attend an informal social afterwards at a local restaurant/
bar. Family-friendly event. 

CITY-WIDE SCAVENGER HUNT 
Sunday, August 26 from 
2 – 4 pm 
Location: Café Coteau (Children’s Museum)
Discover all that Brookings has to offer and learn more 
about the community through this fun scavenger hunt! 
Pair up with a community member to increase your 
chances of winning. Attend an informal social afterwards 
at a local restaurant/bar. Family-friendly event. 

WELCOME SOCIAL 
Thursday, November 8 from 4 – 6 pm
Location: Wooden Legs Brewing (side room)
Our ‘Welcome to Brookings’ social – meet new residents 
and community members. RSVP to: 
stacy@brookingsedc.com. 

To learn more about Beyond Connections, visit  
www.liveinbrookings.com/live/newcomer, find them on 
Facebook, or contact me directly at 605-697-8103 or  
stacy@brookingsedc.com.

BY STACY AESOPH, Director of Workforce Development,  
Brookings Economic Development Corporation

Beyond Connections

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS – BROOKINGS

Providing high-quality care in your community!
De Smet Dental Services | 605.854.3444

De Smet Community Health Center | 605.854.3455
Howard Community Health Center | 605.772.4574

Prairie Winds Dental | 605.772.4703
Lake Preston Community Health Center | 605.847.4484
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Rotary is more than a service organization that’s making 
a difference in your community. We’re an international 
membership organization made up of people who share a 
passion for and commitment to enhancing communities and 
improving lives across the world. The difference we make 
starts with our members.

With more than 1.2 million members in clubs in almost 
every country, we are improving communities around the 
globe. Members of Rotary have opportunities to change 
lives locally and to connect with other clubs to work on 
international humanitarian projects that address today’s 
most pressing humanitarian challenges. Rotary is dedicated 
to six areas of emphasis: fighting disease, providing clean 
water, sanitation & hygiene, saving mothers & children, 
supporting education, promoting peace, and growing local 
economies.

Our largest and proudest effort to date is our work to 
eradicate polio. We initiated the audacious polio eradication 
campaign in 1979, by vaccinating children in the Philippines. 
With the help of our partners, we have since reduced polio 
cases worldwide by 99.9%.

The impact our members make takes shape at Rotary 
club meetings and activities. These gatherings allow you to 
join other passionate, visionary women and men regularly 
to discuss and act upon community needs. Rotary club 
meetings are also a place to strengthen connections to 

friends and neighbors and form meaningful relationships 
that last a lifetime.

And just as Rotary helps you invest in your community, it 
gives you an opportunity to invest in yourself. Rotary offers 
continuous learning opportunities, with a broad range of 
workshops, conferences, guest speakers and more—all 
aimed at helping you grow personally and professionally.

With 100 members the Brookings Rotary Club has 
completed 14 local projects in the past year, sponsors a 
student as part of an international project, has members 
who participate in international projects in other countries, 
provides five SDSU scholarships to area high school 
seniors each year, participates in Rotary Youth Exchanges, 
and has members participating in international friendship 
exchanges.

The Brookings Rotary Club meets every Tuesday at 
noon at the Brookings Activity Center or at a 5:30 Monday 
evening satellite meeting at Wooden Legs. Rotary members 
join clubs by invitation. Your Brookings Rotary club hopes 
you will connect with us. Rotary makes it easy to get 
involved and start making a difference today.

Be a part of the Rotary difference. We’re looking for 
people who want to give back to their community. Bring 
your passion, your perspective, and your purpose to Rotary. 
Let any Rotary member know of your interest, or to connect 
visit us at www.rotary.org/join.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS – BROOKINGS

THE

ROTARY
DIFFERENCE
BY REVA JOHNSON, President, Brookings Rotary Club



Breakfast Day!
MARCH 3 10AM - 5PM

310 Main Avenue  |  Downtown Brookings
605.592.9277

www.carrotseedkitchen.com

Test out a variety of kitchen tools, taste a selection of breakfast food, and drink local coffee. 
Wear your pajamas for a special discount! 

Brookings | 1441 6th Street | (605) 692-8600

LOCAL AG 
SOLUTIONS!
It’s renewal season – we can help 
you with a new operating line!

Paul O’Neil, AG BANKER
paul.o’neil@dacotahbank.com

Studs
Gala

proceeds benefit Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity

cocktail reception + dinner + runway show + silent auction

TICKETS GO ON SALE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26

$50.00 per person
call 605.697.2540 to reserve yours

A world where everyone has a decent place to live.

MARCH 24 | 6:00PM

DON’T BE 
AFRAID
DON’T BE 
AFRAID
TO USE ALL THE COLORS 
IN THE CRAYON BOX.
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The Brookings Lion’s Club is an active Service Club with 
over 40 members. Our Motto is “We Serve” and the Mission 
Statement of Lions Club International (LCI): “To empower 
volunteers to serve their communities, meet humanitarian 
needs, encourage peace and promote international 
understanding through Lions clubs.”

Lions was started in 1917 by Melvin Jones, a Chicago 
business leader who wanted the members of his local business 
club to address the betterment of their communities and the 
world. In 1920, Canada started their first club and Mexico 
followed in 1927. Helen Keller addressed the Lions Clubs 
International Convention in 1925 and challenged Lions to 
become “knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness.”

The Brookings Lions provides vision assistance to individuals 
in the Brookings Area who meet the qualifications for County 
Assistance. A person seeking assistance from the Lions would 
start by completing an application at the Brookings Human 
Services Office at the Brookings City/County Government 
Center. In 2017, our club provided assistance for 10 people.  

One of our club members, John Ruffolo, collects used eye 
glasses from several locations in Brookings and from the 
South Dakota Lions Foundation. Using a lensometer, John 
measures the prescription, packages, labels, and delivers to 
the foundation for distribution to people in Mexico.  

The Kid’s See program is headed by Ron Seeley and 
assisted by many club members. As a club, we purchased 
a special camera in 2014 that is used at Pre-Schools, 
Kindergarten Screening, the Boys and Girls Club, and daycares 
in Brookings and across the state. The camera runs a 30 
second test, without drops or bright lights, to screen for seven 
different eye conditions that may affect the child’s vision. If 
there is an indication of any need, we refer the child to an eye  
 

doctor. Last year, 
our club screened 
over 250 children 
in the Brookings 
Area.

Our club has 
many additional 
community service 
efforts: this year 
we will provide 
two scholarships 
to two Brookings 
High School Seniors who will attend a South Dakota School 
for higher education, which can be a Technical School or 
University, assistance to the Brookings Backpack project, an 
annual donation to the Boys & Girls Club along with other 
organizations, and last year we purchased five trees to be 
planted in The Lion’s Park on Medary. In 2017, we partnered 
with Brookings Health Systems to co-sponsor a Diabetes 
Awareness and Support Group.  

To fund all of the eye glass assistance, vision screening, 
and other community efforts, we rely on community support 
through fundraising. Our club has a food booth at the Summer 
Arts Festival selling SDSU Ice Cream, we have a spaghetti feed 
in the spring, and we usher for SDSU Basketball Games and 
concerts at the Swiftel Center.  

The Brookings Lions hold Monday noon meetings at Prairie 
Lanes. We are always looking for new members to help us 
serve the Brookings Area. Please feel free to contact Lions Bob 
Bell (bellr@brookings.net), Lance Howard (lwhowar@gmail.com) 
or Ron Seeley (ron.seeley@swiftel.net) with questions.

Serves the CommunityBrookings Lions Club
BY LANCE HOWARD, President, Brookings Lions Club

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS – BROOKINGS



12  |   THE LINK – February 2018 EDUCATION

Do you enjoy reading and discussing the books you’ve read 
with others? Need someone to talk with to about those books? 
Then join a book club at the Brookings Public Library! The 
library has multiple book clubs to choose from. 

For our mystery readers, we have our “Booked For Murder” 
book club. Unlike a traditional book club where all club 
members read the same title, the members of Booked for 
Murder discuss the author’s body of work. This means that 
each member of the group picks a book by the author, reads 
it, and presents a quick synopsis of the book to the group 
(without spoilers). After all of the members of the group have 
talked about the title they read, they then assign a score of one 
through five for the author. An average rating is determined for 
each author based on these votes. “Booked for Murder” meets 
the first Monday of each month at noon. Feel free to bring a 
lunch and join the fun! In March, they will be discussing the 
works of Ian Rankin. 

Library Book Club is our fiction book club. This book club 
meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. The 
book choices are eclectic and cover a wide variety of writing 
styles. All members make suggestions for future books to 
discuss. Recommendations are put in a container and are 
randomly drawn. We will be discussing White by Rosie Thomas 
on Tuesday, March 13, at 6:30 p.m. 

The non-fiction book club meets the fourth Monday of each 
month. As the title suggests, all books are non-fiction, narrative 
prose based on facts and reality. Recommendations are 
accepted and encouraged. Rae Brecht, Community Services 
Coordinator, facilitates and selects the titles. This is a great way 
to expand into reading non-fiction (if you don’t already) or just a 
great group to grow your love of non-fiction. 

Adults are not the only ones having fun in book clubs. 
Teens can join Pizza & Pages Book Club. This group meets 
one Thursday a month. Participants register for the book 
club before it starts and are provided with a copy of the book 
before each meeting. As the name implies, pizza is provided 
as refreshment for this great group. Unlike the adult book 
clubs, Pizza & Pages does require pre-registration. Contact Ali 
Bruinsma, Young Adult Services Librarian, for more information 
and to register. 

If you’re already a member of a book club but need book 
suggestions, the library has “Book Club Bags” available for 
check-out!  These handy green bags contain five to eight 
copies of a title and a discussion guide. They check-out for six 
weeks, two weeks longer than a regular book, and we currently 
have 125 book bags to choose from.

Book Clubs at the Library
BY ASHIA GUSTAFSON, Director of Library Services, Brookings Public Library
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FUEL • FEED • AGRONOMY • LP • GRAIN

204 1ST STREET SOUTH • PO BOX 127 • BROOKINGS, SD 57006
AURORA • CLEAR LAKE • TORONTO • VOLGA • WHITE

605-692-6216

THANKS FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!

www.agfirstfarmers.com

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

For nearly 50 years, Prairie Striders Running Club has been 
serving the running community of Brookings.

The club was formed Sept. 12, 1969 in the basement of the 
barn on South Dakota State University’s campus when the 
running community wasn’t very big. Most of the runners were 
younger and hard core. The few that weren’t would run in allies 
and darkness to avoid drivers angry about having to share the 
road with these new, odd creatures.

That group of 10 Brookings runners now totals 259 members 
strong, with addresses ranging from Brookings to Beaverton, 
OR. You can find Striders in 20 states and one Canadian 
province, but of course, the bulk (180) are right here in South 
Dakota.

Prairie Striders gets the community involved in racing – its 11 
events drew 1,784 participants in 2017 – and social runs.

The club’s Frostbite Frolic (Jan. 27) is an untimed run 
followed by a potluck lunch and year-end awards. In August, 
watermelon is served after the Predictor Mile, which also 
includes 400- and 800-meter runs for younger runners; both of 
those events are free.

This past summer, the club organized Saturday group runs 
at Hillcrest Park. The club is looking at options to make group 
runs even more attractive in 2018. Suggestions are welcome 
and can be submitted at run@prairiestriders.net.

It’s easy to get involved in Prairie Striders. Dues have been 
held at $5 for many years and any member is welcome at the 
club’s monthly meetings.

Prairie Striders has maintained a close relationship with the 
track and cross country programs at SDSU since Coach Jay 
Dirksen called that first meeting in 1969. Today, many members 
volunteer at meets. The club has purchased team equipment 
and for more than a decade it has funded a scholarship for an 
SDSU distance runner.

Currently, the club has undertaken a fundraising campaign 
to endow a second scholarship, the Phil LaVallee Memorial 
Scholarship.

Participation in Striders’ activities is no guarantee of leading 
a long, healthy life, but there is some anecdotal evidence 
toward that.

Its oldest member, Boyd Shank, 103, offers this comment: “If 
you don’t exercise, you sit and rock all the time; you don’t last 
long. I think exercise keeps a person alive.”

Then there’s Bob Bartling, 91, one of the club’s charter 
members. He has run the 15.2-mile Jack 15 a total of 38 times, 
most recently in 2015. The last two years he has biked the 
course. Bartling continues to run the Hobo Day 5K, which is 
formally known as the Bob Bartling Hobo Day 5K.

Today he serves as the club librarian. The Striders’ library 
collection is held at Briggs Library at SDSU and is available to 
any member of the public.

More information on the Striders can be found at www.
prairiestriders.net. You can also follow the club on Facebook or 
contact Dave Graves at run@prairiestriders.net.

BY DAVE GRAVES, President, Prairie Striders

Prairie Striders Serves Area’s Running Community

 

Take the guesswork out of  
your retirement plan. 
 

Call us today at 605.692.5501 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.   
©2016 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.  

Legacy Financial Partners 
A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.  
 

309 4th St  l  Brookings, SD 57006 
605.692.5501   l   planwithLFP.com 
 

Brad Ness CFP®, CLTC® 
Financial Advisor  
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BY WENDY DAILY, President, Brookings Area Human Resources Association

BAHRA: Not Just for the HR Professional
Most people in the business world dislike Human 

Resources. We are seen as the “police” enforcing weird 
rules that no one is quite sure why we have to follow, only 
that we do, probably because we always had to. HR must 
sure love compliance and laws to want to keep up with all 
of them!

The Brookings Area Human Resources Association 
(BAHRA) would like to dispel those rumors! We are a group 
of Human Resources professionals looking to advance the 
profession, help others with questions or concerns they 
may have, and connect people with people. We would like 
you to join us at our monthly lunch & learns to see just how 
much fun we can have (there might even be beer at the 
evening events!). If you think you don’t belong because 
you aren’t HR, think again! You should be with us as a small 
business owner, a large business owner or just have HR as 
part of your “other duties as assigned.”

Each month, we bring in speakers and have round table 
discussions on a variety of HR or leadership related topics; 
in the past couple of years, we have tried to focus less on 
the compliance side and more on the Employee Relations 
side. Our goal is to have something that might appeal to 
anyone who works with people! We are working to provide 
more networking opportunities, to connect professionals 
with others to share information and resources. In 2018, we 
want to reach more small business owners who may not 
need a full time Human Resources professional, but may 
need to talk through issues with someone who is familiar 
with laws and regulations or may just need to be pointed in 
the right direction for support.

Our monthly lunch & learns are on the third Wednesday 
and this year we are excited to be at Wooden Legs 
Brewery. Come for the pizza, stay for the networking! 
Some upcoming topics include Sexual Harassment in the 

Workplace and Working with the five different generations. 
To RSVP or see a full list, visit our website  
https://bahrabrookings.shrm.org/.

We are also thrilled to bring DisruptHR Brookings back! 
We will once again be at Club 71 on July 25. We will have 
plenty of time for networking and some learning. Keep an 
eye on our website for details!

BAHRA is a part of the larger Society for Human 
Resources Management (SHRM) and the South Dakota 
council. We welcome any professional looking to network 
and learn a little more about human resources, focus on the 
Human side of that. You can contact us at  
brookingshr@gmail.com. 

#BAHRAWhereYouBelong
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“Life is a matter of choices, and every choice you make 
makes you.” – John C. Maxwell. 

Choices. Each day, we make a lot of them. Each choice we 
make has a ripple effect in our lives and the lives of those 
around us. In our communities we have various opportunities 
to become involved. One choice that I want to encourage more 
people to consider is serving on a board of directors for a  
local nonprofit. 

Most nonprofit boards have term limits for their board 
members.  As the United Way board member terms transition 
in March, we are in the process of recruiting.  We use a matrix 
that includes demographics, but more importantly skills and 
experiences.  A nonprofit requires oversite and guidance in 
many areas. Serving on a board gives people an opportunity to 

share their expertise and learn from others on the board.  As a 
board member you will be part of a passionate group of people 
discussing important topics, learning diplomacy and new skills 
such as understanding financial statements or how to work  
with volunteers. 

I believe those who have served on the board can tell others 
about their experiences the best. Here are some thoughts from 
our outgoing board members:

September Bessler shares that, “As my six year term on the 
United Way Board nears an end, I reflect on the wonderful 
people I have met, the enhanced knowledge of agencies that 
I have gained, and seeing first-hand the positive impact that 
United Way has in the Brookings community. It has been a 
great six years and I would encourage others to get involved 
and consider serving.”

Michelle Osmanski says, “My time on the board has 
been an invaluable learning experience regarding the 
community concerns and available resources here in 
Brookings.  Communities work when we share our time, 
talent, and treasure.  Serving on a board allows one to 
give of themselves and provides an immense opportunity 
to learn something about the community and the needs of 
those around us.  I have developed an even deeper sense 
of compassion and desire to give through my service on the 
BAUW board.  Thank you to all our donors!  We are fortunate to 
live in such a generous community!”

And Craig Martin sums it up by stating, “I think it is a great 
way to get involved with the community and contribute.” 

On behalf of all nonprofits in Brookings County, I say thank 
you to those that have served on the board of directors in 
the past and currently.  I encourage everyone to check into 
the various volunteer opportunities available at volunteer.
helplinecenter.org to make their impact on the community.

United Way Works
BY HEIDI GULLICKSON, Executive Director, United Way 

120 22ND AVE S  l  BROOKINGS, SD 57006
605.692.5441  l  PRINT5064@THEUPSSTORE.COM
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Becoming a member of a fraternity or sorority while in 
college means many different things to many different 
people. Most often it starts with a desire to get involved and 
meet new people. Once involved, it blossoms into lifelong 
friendships and invaluable skills learned along the way. 

Fraternity men and sorority women have been actively 
involved in the Brookings community for over 50 years. 
Chi Omega works tirelessly each year to raise money by 
partnering with area businesses to grant wishes through 
Make-a-Wish South Dakota. Sigma Phi Epsilon and Pi Kappa 
Alpha both dedicate a day every fall to raking leaves for the 
elderly and disabled in and around Brookings. Every spring, 
most of the men of FarmHouse will have shaved their 
heads while raising money for local children with cancer, 
in addition to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Ceres 
and Sigma Phi Delta both sponsor highways through the 
Adopt-a-Highway Program. Alpha Xi Delta and Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon have sponsored a local Easter Egg Hunt for years. 

Service is a main component of what Greek Life is all 
about. The Unified Greek Council brings members from all 
chapters together every year for a Project Joy toy drive, 
contributing hundreds of dollars’ worth of toys each year 
to the event. Members of Order of Omega, an honor and 
service society representing Greek Life, spend time each 
semester volunteering at the Boys and Girls Club. 

These are only a few of the examples of the work that 
our Greek students do around the community. Each chapter 
contributes in their own way. Each chapter is dedicated to 
supporting the efforts of philanthropies at local, national and 
global levels by volunteering time and fundraising. 

At South Dakota State University, we have 12 different 
social Greek letter organizations. 

MEN’S FRATERNITIES
•  Alpha Gamma Rho
•  Delta Chi
•  FarmHouse
•  Lambda Chi Alpha
•  Pi Kappa Alpha
•  Sigma Alpha Epsilon
•  Sigma Phi Delta
•  Sigma Phi Epsilon

WOMEN’S FRATERNITIES
•  Alpha Omega Epsilon
•  Alpha Xi Delta
•  Ceres Women’s Fraternity
•  Chi Omega

There are over 600 students involved in these 
organizations. Each group has its own unique student 
leadership, alumni involvement, national headquarters, 
guiding constitution, philanthropy endeavors, etc. They are 
different groups all bound by the central tenants of personal 
development, philanthropy, service, scholarship and 
friendship. The members of these fraternities are all stellar 
individuals who are looking to maximize their collegiate 
experience and leave Brookings better than when they 
arrived.

BY ALAN HAARSTAD, Greek Life Advisor, South Dakota State University

Greek Life @ SDSU

SDSU

AMSDELL’S
1929 Hwy 14 ByPass 
Brookings, SD 57006

P: 605.692.8323

*SPECIAL PRICING  
Saturday mornings  •  8am to 12pm

Propane 
Refills
$13.00

*

20lb cylinder

includes tax



1036 Medary Avenue  | Brookings 
SouthDakotaArtMuseum.com | 605.688.5423 

Open Weekdays 10-5 and Saturday 10-4 
Always free admission & parking 

Parking - just west of the museum on Harvey 
Dunn

Warm up your imagination ...

Family Fun Day | Feb. 10, 10 am - 1 pm 
Frost Fest winter apparel sale | Feb. 16 & 17 
Kids Sensation Station | year-round

Steve Bormes: 
Deep Sea Imaginarium 

fun for the whole family 

Richard Van Buren: 
Material Witness

exhilarating  
new exhibits ... 

Courtesy the artist and Garth Greenan Gallery, New York always free admission & parking

1036 Medary Ave. | Brookings, SD | Parking just west on Harvey Dunn St. | 605-688-5423
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Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE
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park space. And our full-time maintenance staff is 
available for quick efficient repairs and timely snow 
removal.

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our 
residents for more than 40 years and our friendly 
staff would like to help you find your next apartment 
home!
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    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

603 Main Ave  •  Brookings
605.692.6333

info@moriartyrentals.com
www.moriartyapartments.com

Commerical space in prime locations available. Call for details.

Of  ce Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY.

*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from BofI Federal Bank, Member FDIC; it is not your tax refund.
Loans are offered in amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or $3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected
refund amount, ID verification, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded on a
prepaid card and the loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund, reducing the amount that is paid
directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional products or
product features may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations. Not offered in Puerto Rico.
HRB Maine License No.: FRA2. See hrblock.com/refundadvance for details. ©2017 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

hrblock.com/refundadvance

UNIVERSITY MALL
1022 22ND AVE S
BROOKINGS, SD 57006
605-692-5715

UNIVERSITY MALL
BROOKINGS, SD 57006

605-692-5715
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The Rabbit Den is the official student group of SDSU 
Athletics and is looking for the most dedicated, energetic, 
and enthusiastic Jackrabbit fans. It’s the most fundamental 
way to make an impact from the stands. For just $25, 
students receive a football and basketball replica jersey, 
early access to premier events, 25 Rabbit Rewards Points, 
and priority to purchase tickets to select events. Rabbit Den 
members are invited to an exclusive pick-up party, where 
students receive their replica jerseys, a meet and greet with 
coaches and players, and free pizza.

“Joining the Rabbit Den is the best way to make an 
impact during your time at SDSU. The energy that our 

members bring to games gives us a huge home-court 
advantage. We’d love for you to join our team!” – Men’s 
Basketball Coach, TJ Otzelberger

“We’re looking for students that love SDSU and want 
to help our teams win. It doesn’t matter what sport, we 
are there cheering on the Jacks. I love hearing how much 
players and coaches appreciate our enthusiasm and it 
makes me want to be a better fan.” – Rabbit Den President, 
Jacob VonBergen

To join the Rabbit Den*, please visit RabbitDenSDSU.com. 
Registrations for the 2018-2019 season are open today!

*Must be a valid SDSU student to join

BY JONATHAN TREIBER, Director of Athletics Marketing, South Dakota State University

Make Your Mark with the Rabbit Den
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BY CHARIS PRUNTY, Co-Coordinator, Brookings Area MOPS

MOPS Offers Community to Moms with Young Kids
What changes when a new baby or adopted child joins 

your family? It can seem like everything does. Suddenly you 
have a new and utterly important job, mom or dad, and a 
whole new set of skills to learn. Your baby dares you to 
figure it out while stealing your sleep and coopting your 
free time. As mothers, we quickly sense the need for other 
young moms to commiserate with and for older “mentor 
moms” to tell us why it’s going to be OK in the end. 

That’s where MOPS (Mothers of Pre-schoolers) comes in. 
Here’s a little history from MOPS International: 

“The first MOPS meeting took place in February 1973 
in Wheat Ridge, Colo. For two hours, while their children 
received care, these mothers talked, laughed, ate, passed 
a basket for childcare expenses, had a craft demonstration, 
and ended with a short devotional... Through friendship, 
creative outlets, and instruction, the women began to 
understand that ‘mothering matters.’ Today, the same 
needs for significance are met in much the same way in 
MOPS groups across the United States and around  
the world.” 

Brookings Area MOPS began more than 20 years ago. 
The group is sponsored by Bethel Baptist Church and it 
includes women from multiple types of churches or 
none at all, several cultures and various towns in the 
Brookings area. Every mom in the group has a child age 
conception to kindergarten; that is the only requirement 
to attend. Some have one child, others have six. Some 

stay home full-time, some work from home, others work 
outside the home (our Night MOPS group is especially 
geared for moms who work during the days). Some have 
grown up here, others moved from other regions or other 
countries. Some moms are pretty young, others are in their 
second “round” of parenting and have older kids in high 
school or beyond. 

We meet at Bethel every first and third Wednesday of the 
month, September to May, from 9-11 a.m. (Day MOPS) and 
6:30-8 p.m. (Night MOPS). Women can visit two meetings 
for free before they decide whether to join; they can start 
attending at any point during the year. 

Meetings focus on a topic that matters to our members, 
from teaching your baby to sleep, to building a healthy 
marriage, to caring for your own mental health. A mentor 
mom shares some wisdom she has gleaned on that 
topic. We share concerns in small groups and sometimes 
pray with each other. Sometimes we mingle or do a craft. 
We participate in several service projects and host some 
play dates throughout the year.

Did we mention that kids are cared for during 
meetings in our free MOPS Kids program? They play, do 
activities, and older kids have a lesson and a snack. (Moms 
share a full brunch at Day MOPS too!)

To learn more, visit Brookings Area Day MOPS or  
Brookings {Night} MOPS on Facebook, email  
BrookingsAreaMOPS@gmail.com or call 605-692-2858.
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When was the last time you 
picked up a paintbrush, wrote 
a poem, or danced across the 
kitchen? For years, society has 
dismissed creativity as childish and 
unimportant—while recent studies 
show it actually has a powerful 
impact on adult health and 
happiness. Join Sarah Rhea Werner 
on March 14th at the Swiftel Center 
for an inspiring talk about boosting and cultivating your 
creativity at home and in the workplace, and learn how you 
can pursue your artistic passions despite your busy schedule.

For more information on the upcoming Women in 
Leadership & Learning Luncheon, please contact the 
Chamber office at 605-692-6125 or check out our website at  
www.brookingschamber.org.

BY SARAH WERNER, March WILL Speaker

Reclaim Your Creativity

WILL

You walk down the aisle  
     beneath elegant towering trees. 

             You hear melodic bubbling 
   fountains nearby.
 You breathe in the  
                  romantic floral gardens.

Where you say “I do”matters. 

WE DONATE
YOU SWITCH & $200

VISIT

FOR
DETAILS.SwitchingForGood comcom

800.843.1552
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Connect 2140 provides a vehicle to help young professionals 

network and develop personally and professionally in an 

effort to retain dynamic and vibrant young individuals in 

the Brookings area. As a committee of the Brookings Area 

Chamber of Commerce, we work to achieve this vision by 

hosting professional development opportunities.

Each month, our committee hosts one professional 

development and one networking event with topics and 

venues targeting the age group of 21 - 40:

•  On the second Tuesday of each month Power Hours 

are held from 12:00-1:00 p.m. at the Research Park at SDSU 

(new location). Power Hours are focused on professional 

development, and have a diverse group of topics and speakers 

ranging from home buying to discussions with city leaders. A 

complimentary lunch is provided!

•  On the first Thursday of the month from 4-7 p.m., we 

host Sub40Socials. These open networking events offer free 

beverages and appetizers, along with a chance to see some of 

the unique venues in Brookings. Attendees also have a chance 

to win prizes! The socials are free to attend, and you can come 

and go as you please. 

In addition to planning and 

hosting events, we engage in a 

volunteer activity each year to 

give back to the community. In 

recent years, we have served hot 

chocolate to attendees at the Festival of Lights Parade.

The Connect 2140 committee is made up of 11 professionals 

representing a variety of employers in the community. More 

information about the committee and our events can be found 

at www.brookingschamber.org or by searching for us on 

Facebook. We are excited for a new year of connections  

in 2018!

A Year of New Connections
BY JUSTIN MEYER, Committee Member, Connect 2140

Donate life saving plasma. 
You have the power to save lives!

Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

Biotest Plasma Center
718 22nd Ave. S. • Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 691-6214

Earn as much as $350 this month & $100 this week!
SupErhEroES WantEdSupErhEroES WantEd

093_SH_3_3833x1_5867_4cFHr2.indd   1 1/12/18   3:28 PM

B R O O K I N G S
M O N U M E N T

Dan Billet & Lisa Friedrich

507 Main Avenue S
Brookings, SD 57006

P: 605.692.4224

OPEN WEEKDAYS
9am to 5pm

EVERY PET DESERVES THE 
VERY BEST.

3127 US Hwy 14 Bypass – Brookings, SD 57006
P: 605.692.0955
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Karl’s TV, Audio, Appliances & Furniture has seen its 
competition surge with the rise of big-box stores and 
Internet retailers like Amazon. But Karl’s, the 61-year-old 
independent retail operation based in Gregory, SD, sets 
itself apart in the market with its focus on service.

Each location features a service department where 
customers can bring their appliances or electronics for 
repair. “We take care of all of our customers if they have a 
problem,” owner Elmer Karl says. “A lot of other companies 
don’t do that.” Karl founded the company in 1956, after 
working for Marshall Field’s in Chicago as a TV technician.

He started the company as a TV repair shop with a 
$2,000 loan. “I decided I’d try it for a year or two,” he 
recalls. “If I was broke by then, I’d go west.”

But by the next year, he was married and he and his wife 
grew the business, which added its second location in 1963. 
Today, Karl’s TV has more than 20 stores in North and 
South Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin.

The company also has several warehouses in South 
Dakota that replenish its locations on a weekly or biweekly 
basis. This ensures “the stores have products, models and 
brands that the customers are interested in,” CEO Chuck 
Wolkow says.

Karl’s TV also has a contract division that works with 
contractors and builders. “That’s very, very active,” Wolkow 
says. “Our capabilities allow us to deliver the product, 
install it and make sure it is working,” Wolkow adds. “That’s 
important to any contractor or property manager.”

TAKING CARE

After six decades, Karl credits his company’s success to 
his personal passion for the business. “If you’re going to 
be a manager or start a business, you’ve got to love it, be 
excited about it and take care of your employees,” he says.

“They’ll take care of the customers and have a product 
that people want to buy,” he says. “If you treat a customer 
right, they’re going to buy from you because you’ve taken 
care of them.”

That philosophy has earned Karl’s TV repeat business, 
which comprises half of its sales. “That’s what a dealer 
like us has to have to stay in business,” Wolkow asserts. 
“We have to continue to have customers who do repeat 
business with us, and refer Karl’s to their friends and co-
workers.”

PROUDLY INDEPENDENT

Karl is satisfied with how Karl’s TV has grown over the 
years. “I’m proud that the employees that work for us can 
make a good living for themselves and their families,” he 
says.

Karl’s TV, Audio, Appliances & Furniture

976 22nd Ave South, Brookings • (605)697-7285 
M-F 8a - 6p, Sat 9a - 5p, Sun 11a-4pwww.karlsonline.com

Kitchen Appliances Laundry Pairs HDTV & Audio Outdoor Cooking

More than 60 Years of providing service before and after the sale!

DELIVERY &
    INSTALLATION

Professional Delivery 
& Installation

Trained Service
 Professionals

Knowledgeable
Sales Personnel

HERE WE GROW AGAIN!
Stop in and see us 

in our new location!
910 North Main Street in Mitchell, SD!
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“In this day and age, being an independent store and being financially sound is 
good,” Karl says. “It must mean we’re doing something right.”

He praises his team of approximately 270 workers at Karl’s TV, who all share 
a stake in its success through an ESOP. “I’ve given away half the company to the 
employees,” Karl says. “I was fortunate to hire some good people that had the same 
ideas I had.” Many of those people, he adds, have stayed loyal to the firm. “We’ve got 
employees that have been with us 20 to 30 years,” Karl says. 

Karl predicts his company will grow, but at a modest rate. Karl’s TV does not like 
to enter markets where independent retailers are thriving, but it does look for ones 
where they are close to closing their doors.

Many times, Karl’s TV has acquired independent dealers who have financial 
difficulties or owners who are ready to retire. “We’ve been able to buy the store, the 
store that becomes part of our company,” he says, noting that Karl’s TV will retain 
members of the store team.

A GREAT PLACE

CEO Chuck Wolkow is a longtime veteran of Karl’s TV, Audio, Appliances & 
Furniture. “I joined in August of 1975,” he recalls, noting that he wanted to enter the 
retail business and joined the company as a salesperson.

“It’s a great place to work,” he says. “Elmer [Karl] is running his company like a 
family. We’re all very close and he allows the managers to run  
their stores like it’s their own store.”

He also praises Karl’s focus on in-store services. “Every day  
when he goes into a store, the first place he goes is the  
service department,” Wolkow says. “People appreciate the  
fact that if they buy something from somebody and they have  
an issue, they can have that someone take care of the problem.”

STRONG SUPPORT

Karl’s TV provides delivery and installation services locally, but its focus on its 
regions does not end there. “We’re involved in all the communities,” owner Elmer Karl 
says, noting that the company takes part in fundraisers and other local activities.

This can be an advantage for any independent retailer, he notes. “You support the 
local community and a lot of those people will support you,” he says.

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Business Spotlight articles are offered as part an advertising contract with  
The LINK. Contact Eric at Creative Printing for details on how to  
showcase your business.
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Although individuals affected by Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of dementia have trouble retaining 
memories, they do remember and recognize the attention, feelings and mood of others. Socialization and 

meaningful daily encounters with their peers and staff is just on of the many benefi ts of memory care.
For more information and resources, please contact the memory care experts at Edgewood.

Assisted Living  & Memory Care 
605.692.6311  |  2015 8th St S, Brookings, SD  |  edgewoodseniorliving.com

Memory Care is for people 
who don’t remember. 

Memory Care is for people
who don’t remember.

Although individuals affected by Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of dementia have trouble 
retaining memories, they do remember and recognize the emotion, feelings and mood of others. 

Socialzation and meaningful daily encounters with their peers and staff is just one of the many 
benefits of memory care.

For more information and resources, please contact the memory care experts at Edgewood.

Assisted Living & Memory Care
605.692.6311 | 2015 8th St S, Brookings, SD | edgewoodseniorliving.com
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The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce 
staff and board of directors are excited to 
welcome all new Chamber investors. 

welcome!
Handyman Property Maintenance

518 MAIN AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006
P: 605.695.5261

www.brookingspm.com/handyman-serves.html

Express Employment Professionals
1206 MAIN AVENUE S | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.692.5627 | www.expresspros.com

Faces and Places
showcases today’s professionals “on the move”

No Illusions Martial Arts
308 6TH STREET | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.651.1058 | www.noillusionamartialarts.com

No Illusions is a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu/submission grappling 
school.  Jiu Jitsu is a grappling martial art that is both a form 
of self defense and a rapidly growing and evolving sport. We 
provide a safe and fun environment to get in shape, learn self 
defense and we also have a competition team doing it’s first 

team event in the cities in April. We have classes for beginners 
and advanced adults and kids classes.

CHAMBER NEWS

Membership Mixer

BCYMP/Metabank
600 MAIN AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

February’s Membership Mixer was held at Metbank and hosted by 
the Brookings County Youth Mentoring Program. Attendees enjoyed 
delicious food from Midwest Fresh Catering  and mingling with fellow 
chamber members. The 211 Helpline Center gave out a Volunteer of 
the Month award to board member Kathy Miller (pictured with Darla 
Biel from BCYMP and Mayor Corbett). The Brookings Empowerment 

Project also awarded Metabank with a Donor of the Year Award. 
Mayor Corbett proclaimed January as Mentoring Month for the City of 
Brookings as well! Thanks to all who attended this wonderful event.
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Learn more:  
prairieplay.org

Museum Hours Tue-Sat:  10am-5pm Sun:  12-5pm 
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CONSTRUCTION 
loan rates as low as  apr*1.90%

“At Dakotaland Federal Credit Union, we do not require a general contractor for 
your building project, so it is our job to help guide you. With 20 years experience 

in the construction business, I take pride in consulting on your project.”

Mark Peterson 
Real Estate Construction 

Loan Specialist
APR*

Dakotaland FCU
509 N. Main Street
Redfield, SD 57469

*****ECRWSS*****
Local 
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

57350 Bring this ticket in for a 

FREE GIFT
We will be set up on the east side of the court 

February 1, 2014 : Double Header begins at 3:00 pm
Greeno Building: 502 E. 2nd Street - Redfield, SD

Dakotaland Night with the Pheasants

       Redfi eld – Doland Pheasants vs. Wessington Springs Spartans

www.dakotalandfcu.com

The LINK
414 Main Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

www.DakotalandFCU.com  
Brookings 697.5922 | Volga 627.5880
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HURON SD 57350

The LINK
415 8th Street South
Brookings, SD 57006


