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A couple of weeks ago, when our entire country paused to give thanks for what 
we have, now is the perfect time to share the importance of expressing thanks to 
others. Look around today and see who might be due for a “Thank You”...or two. 
Whether in the workplace, among family or with total strangers, don’t underestimate 
the powerful influence of a little appreciation. Or more accurately...a lot!

Without mentioning names, I did hear a story this past week about a certain 
business that went above and beyond to help someone in need. A single mother 
of six was going to run some errands when she realized that her tires had been 
slashed. She was in shock but also realized that this wasn’t the best time financially 
for purchasing new tires. A local business stepped up and not only replaced the 
tires the same day, but also gifted the tires to the woman and her family free of 
charge. We want to thank that Brookings business for this thoughtful act. Being 
thankful to those around you and helping in a time of need is what makes this 
community unique.

The Brookings Area Chamber is thankful to our members for believing in our 
community and helping with the progress and advancement. During this season of 
hustle and bustle, slow down to appreciate the people and businesses that make 
our community great. 

I would like to thank the Brookings Area Chamber Board of Directors for their 
dedication to meeting the mission and goals of the Chamber and the business 
community. The following are the individuals that make up the board of directors; 
Jim Schade (President), Reva Johnson (Past President), Jeff Lee (Vice President), 
Staci Perry, Andi Fouberg, Renee Helgerson, Kari Westlund, Tracy Greene, Dr. 
Merritt Warren, Jessica Hardt, Jeni Norwood, Chris Chase, Carrie Law, Michael 
Johnson and John Hittle. Thank you for all you do for the betterment of Brookings 
and the leadership you provide for the Chamber.

Chamber President Message 
by David Merhib, President & CEO

A R E A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
&  C O N V E N T I O N  B U R E A U



DID YOU KNOW?
If you find that special vehicle on another dealer’s website, Brookings Auto Mall  

can dealer trade for the vehicle and sell it to you for $500 less than the dealer’s advertised price.  
Save time. Save money. Let us do all the work. Call 605.696.7834.
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Lasting Impact of Philanthropic Giving
by Mary Howard, Chair, SDSU Foundation Council of Trustees

“For the past three days, we have been looking out at this 
Campanile. Our new building provides some of the most 
amazing views of this monument. I thought it would be 
appropriate to gather here to close today’s meeting.

The Campanile was dedicated 87 years ago – June 13, 
1930. Just like today, it was a Friday – Friday the 13th, in 
fact.

One of Charles Coughlin’s classmates and close friends, 
Matt Murphy, provided remarks at the dedication. I wanted 
to share this excerpt with you – it’s included in Chuck Cecil’s 
book -- where Murphy is addressing his friend, Charles 
Coughlin.

‘This splendid memorial that your generosity has made 
possible should ever be to you a source of meritorious 
pride. It must be so because of the memories it will bring 
back to you of the days of your youth.

‘When you hear the pealing of the bells from out this tower 
it will echo back to you the roar from the football stands. 
When you see this beacon light shining over these college 
scenes, there will come an inner version of campfires bright 
with college victory.

‘You always measure your obligations to your school in 
superlatives. You owed her and gave her the best that was  
in you.

‘This is not the first nor perhaps the finest memorial you 
have given to State. To my mind, there is nothing so fine as 
the spirit which carries a boy over the hurdles and across 
the finish line when every sinew revolts at the effort and 
every stride is torture. 

‘Medals and cups cannot make -- they only commemorate 
-- the spirit of the teams which fought their way forward 
for State, taking defeat without bitterness, victory without 
arrogance -- giving all for the Yellow and Blue.

‘In this spirit, my friend, you gave to our school in the days 
of long ago -- of your youth, your strength, your indomitable 
courage -- without measure and without stint. And in the 
same generous spirit, you give once again. Not a smashing 
plunge over the goal line, but a beautiful memorial tower.

‘Your alma mater accepts once again a worthy gift from a 
worthy son.

With genuine humility, Charles Coughlin said his education 
was received “at the feet of pioneers in South Dakota.”

Mary Howard, a 1984 SDSU graduate and Chair of the SDSU Foundation Council of Trustees, closed out the 
Trustees Fall Homecoming activities on October 13, 2017, with remarks at the base of the Campanile. She 

chose the location to reinforce the lasting impact of philanthropic giving to SDSU – drawing a parallel of Charles 
Coughlin’s generosity to provide the Campanile to the nearly 1,000 donors that have contributed to the Alumni 

Green. Here are her remarks from that brief ceremony.
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He said the gift to his college was “out of love for South 
Dakota and State College.”

Can you imagine a more perfect complement to 
Coughlin’s Campanile than our Alumni Green?

It’s the result of a historic partnership between our 
Foundation and our Alumni Association.

More than 900 donors have given gifts to build it. I am 
sure they would echo Charles Coughlin’s thoughts – their 
gift was “out of love for South Dakota and our beloved alma 
mater.”

We probably all feel we owe her – giving all for the Yellow  
and Blue.

Together, we have built a place. Not just buildings -- but a 
place. A place that will hold very special meaning for alumni 
and students alike well beyond our years on this Earth.

The Alumni Green gives us yet another touch point back to 
this university – A sense of place, a sense of home, a sense 
of purpose.

As Trustees, as board members, as donors, as 
fundraisers, as staff – we came together.

We created the perfect complement to our iconic 
Campanile.

Thank you!

976 22nd Ave South, Brookings • (605)697-7285 
M-F 8a - 6p, Sat 9a - 5p, Sun 11a-4p

www.karlsonline.com

$25.00
Instant 
Savings

Bring this coupon in to your local Karl’s location to receive 

$25 off 
a purchase of $100 or more!*

Valid 12/1/17 - 12/23/17 on new purchases. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Coupon has no cash 
value. Can not apply to prior purchases, service or parts. Limit one per household. Can not be combined with 

any other offer. Not valid on purchase of a gift card, payment on a Karl’s credit card or taxes. Reproductions or 
duplicates not accepted. Offer is nontransferable. See store for details. Salesperson: Payment code LINK. 

Attach coupon to invoice.

TV • AUDIO • APPLIANCES

TV • AUDIO • APPLIANCES • FURNITURE

M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

www.moriartyapartments.com

FUEL • FEED • AGRONOMY • LP • GRAIN
204 1ST STREET SOUTH • PO BOX 127 • BROOKINGS, SD 57006

AURORA, SD • CLEAR LAKE, SD • TORONTO, SD
VOLGA, SD • WHITE, SD

605-692-6216

THANKS FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!

www.agfirstfarmers.com

Cover Story
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For full report, please visit https://sdsos.gov/general-information/publications/default.aspx 

  Third Quarter 2017  

Note:  Red line 
displays actual 
seasonally adjusted 
employment num-
bers.  Source:  
Seasonally adjusted 
South Dakota total 
nonfarm employees 
from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics and 
the Labor Market 
Information Center, 
SD Department of 
Labor. 

 SD’s unemployment rate is 3.3% at the end of the 2nd quarter.
 Continuing jobless claims decreased by 27.9%.
 Entities in good standing at the end of Q3 was 75,415.

SOUTH DAKOTA
SECRETARY OF STATE

SHANTEL KREBS In partnership with 

Q3 BUSINESS & ECONOMIC  DATA ANALYSIS SUMMARY

Secretary’s Minute:   At the end of the third quarter, we pushed another Business Services system update that included a 
brand new Doing Business As (DBA) Name Registration system and a new online process for business entity Reinstatements. 
These new systems allow for a greater customer experience, including reminder emails for DBA names when expiration is 
pending (every 5 years) and the ability for entities that are reinstating to file their delinquent annual reports and all late fees 
online prior to submitting the final reinstatement paperwork. Please visit our upgraded business registration system at: 
www.sdsos.gov to see the additional changes.

 Total new entity filings-12 mo. trailing increased in Q3.
 Trademark filings increased in Q3.
 Many national economic indicators improved in Q3.

Third Quarter 2017 Economic Highlights 

SOUTH DAKOTA Current Period
3 Months 

Prior
Percent Change 
over Prior Period

Annual Percent 
Change

5 Year 
CAGR*

 Wealth
 Personal Income (millions of dollars) 41,897 41,971 -0.2% 1.1% 2.0%
 Total Sales, 12 mo. trailing (millions of dollars) 66,202 66,850 -1.0% -2.8% -0.1%
       Taxable Sales, 12 mo. trailing (millions of dollars) 20,887 20,818 0.3% -0.8% 2.5%
 Business Outlays
 Average Weekly Wage per Employee 819 828 -1.1% 6.2% 3.1%
 Retail Gasoline Price (dollars per gallon) 2.47 2.27 8.8% 10.3% -8.5%
 Economic Overview
 Employment 436,800 437,100 -0.1% 0.8% 1.1%
 Unemployment Rate 3.3% 3.0% 10.0% 13.8% -5.2%
 Initial Jobless Claims 185 167 10.8% 29.4% -6.9%
 Continuing Jobless Claims 910 1,262 -27.9% -16.6% -11.0%
 Building Permits, Number of Units, 12 mo. trailing 4,902 5,051 -2.9% -5.8% 6.2%

Valuation (thousands of dollars), 12 mo. trailing 795,598 807,008 -1.4% -0.6% 8.1%
 FHFA Purchase-Only Home Price Index 279 277 0.7% 5.3% 4.7%
 Total Business Bankruptcy Filings 13 7 85.7% 30.0% -6.3%

Chapter 7 8 3 166.7% 60.0% -9.3%
Chapter 11 - 1 -100.0% - -
Chapter 13 4 2 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Sources:  Bureau of Economic Analysis, Quarterly Personal Income (SA)(Q2/17); South Dakota Department of Revenue (NSA) (9/17); South Dakota Department 
of Labor and Regulation (SA) (Q1/17); US Energy Information Administration, Weekly Retail Gasoline and Diesel Prices, M idwest (9/25/17); Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, CES (SA) (8/17); US Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration (NSA) (9/30/17); Census Bureau, New Privately Owned Housing Units 
Authorized (NSA) (8/17); FHFA Purchase-Only Home Price Index (SA) (Q2/17); Administrative Office of the US Courts (Q2/17).  *Compound Annual Growth Rate.
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What if funding projects in your community were as easy 

as switching banks? For a limited time, First Bank & Trust 

is helping consumers do just that. They are welcoming 

new consumer checking customers by making a $200 

donation to one of 30 non-profit organizations. The non-profit 

organizations meet a variety of needs in our communities, 

from supporting medical research to helping feed a family. 

First Bank & Trust developed the campaign based on the 

growing movement from customers to be part of something 

bigger; part of something outside of themselves that can 

positively impact the world. The reality is that not everyone 

has the means to donate through their own dollars, so 

First Bank & Trust wanted to help them do that with their 

“Switching for Good” campaign. “With ‘Switching for Good’ 

banking doesn’t have to be a business transaction, it can be 

“Switching For Good” Benefits Area Non-Profits
by Kendra Jensen, Retail Manager, First Bank & Trust - Brookings

something much bigger,” 

says First Bank & Trust 

Brookings’ President/CEO, 

Kevin Tetzlaff. In addition to 

donating dollars, First Bank 

& Trust has highlighted 

each non-profit on social 

media and through 

marketing promotions. 

They are hoping to raise 

awareness for these non-

profits outside of just a 

monetary donation. 

Non-profits on the list for the Brookings area include:

•  Feeding South Dakota

•  Harvest Table

•  Habitat for Humanity South Dakota

•  Volunteers of America Dakotas

•  Relay for Life Brookings County

•  Susan G Komen Great Plains

•  March of Dimes South Dakota

•  National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI)

•  Ronald McDonald House Charities of SD

•  EmBe Girls on the Run

•  Boys & Girls Club

•  Brookings County Youth Mentoring Program

•  SD Humanities Council

•  Advance

•  Special Olympics of South Dakota

Visit www.SwitchingForGood.com for full details on the 

campaign and the non-profit organizations involved. You can 

turn your regular banking needs into invaluable community 

impact.
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How often do you hear the phrase, “I’m starving” or, “I’m 
soooo hungry?” Unfortunately – for too many children – that is a 
reality, not just a phrase to let mom or dad know it’s time to get 
a snack, or that they don’t want to wait for a meal to  
be prepared. 

Across the nation food insecurity is an issue, and even though 
we’d like to think Brookings is immune to it, that’s not the case. 
The good news is that there are wonderful organizations and 
tremendous volunteers that help alleviate this crisis. 

Brookings Backpack Project is one of those organizations. 
“No child should ever go to bed hungry,” is our motto. Children 
receive breakfast and a hot lunch at school, but not always 
on the weekend. Our mission is to assist children and youth 
in Brookings County who may not have enough food to eat at 
home by providing them with easy-to-prepare weekend meals 
and snacks throughout the year.

The Brookings Backpack Project recently became an 
independent non-profit organization. The program has grown 

Feeding Children One Meal at a Time
by Cathy Ching, Project Coordinator, Brookings Back Pack Project

from 90 bags a week to 427 currently. Our program is unique 
because there are no income guidelines. Data from Feeding 
America’s annual Map the Meal Gap project, 2017, reveals 
there are 4,380 individuals in Brookings County struggling with 
food insecurity. Of those, 35% are above the nutrition program 
threshold of 185% poverty, 14% are between 130% and 185% 
poverty level, and 51% below the SNAP threshold of 130% 
poverty. This shows the specific need for a program that is 
available to anyone struggling, no matter their income level.

Over 2500 hours a year are spent by volunteers to make the 
program work. Through collaboration with the Brookings and 
Sioux Valley schools and Head Start, the program will continue 
to help area children have enough to eat on the weekends and 
not go to bed hungry.

If you would like more information, contact us on our 
Facebook page or call 605-651-3900. For information on Food 
Insecurity, check out feedingsouthdakota.org.

Holiday Special: How Local Businesses Give Back
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It is an exciting time of year with the holiday season and 
2018 quickly approaching! All of us at Brookings Health System 
are very thankful for our newly expanded and renovated 
facility, made possible in part by the wonderful support of 
the Brookings area community. Our new facility includes over 
86,500 new square feet and 17,550 renovated square feet, 
helping us to provide the next level of health services to  
our community. 

With the holidays being the “season of giving,” we would 
like to share ways you can help support Brookings Health 
System Foundation. Our mission is: Inspiring people to support 
Brookings Health System through philanthropy, recognizing the 
vital role of local health care in sustaining quality of life for our 
community. The impact of Brookings Health System’s hospital, 
skilled nursing home, hospice, home health services and clinics 
are significant. Support of the Foundation helps to continue 
these efforts as we strive to provide the highest quality care. 
Brookings Health System Foundation also provides:

Health Care Financial Assistance

A partnership with Tough Enough to Wear Pink helps local 
breast cancer patients in need. 

Health & Wellness Education

The Foundation provides funding for on-going training for 
nurses, hospice programs and hospice staff. Partnerships with 
Team Isaac and Forget-Me-Not organizations raise awareness 
of SIDS and provide comfort for families experiencing  
infant loss.

The Season of Giving
by Sara Schneider, Foundation Director, Brookings Health System

Facility, Equipment & Technology Upgrades

This includes support of the recent hospital expansion and 
renovation project. Past projects include The Neighborhoods at 
Brookview skilled nursing home and a new ambulance.

There are many ways to support Brookings Health System 
Foundation this time of year. Make a donation, consider giving 
in memory of your loved one or in honor of a special care giver, 
create a legacy through planned giving (bequests, charitable 
gift annuities, gifts of stock, mutual funds or property) or 
participate in our fundraising events throughout the year. For 
more information, or to donate online, please visit  
www.brookingshealth.org/Foundation. 

You may also donate your time or talent to the health system 
through our volunteer program. Volunteer areas include: 
Information/Wayfinding, Inpatient Care, Gift Shop, Birth or 
Postpartum Doula, New Beginnings Baby Café, Hospice and 
The Neighborhoods at Brookview. Visit www.brookingshealth.
org/Volunteer to learn more or complete a volunteer 
application.

If you would like more information about the Brookings Health 
System Foundation please contact our office at (605) 696-8855 
or e-mail us at foundation@brookingshealth.org. Our sincere 
thanks and best wishes to you and your family over the holiday 
season!

Holiday Special: How Local Businesses Give Back
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The brave men and women of the United States Armed 
Forces have endured incredible hardships and sacrifices to 
defend our freedom, and often face uphill battles when it 
comes to employment, homeownership, and poverty. Fairway 
Independent Mortgage Corporation recognizes these unique 
challenges, and through American Warrior Initiative (AWI), has 
made a commitment to give back. Since 2012, the American 
Warrior Initiative has sought to ease the transition between 
military and civilian life by providing educational resources and 
support to veterans, service members, and military families.

The objective of the nonprofit AWI, sponsored by Fairway, 
is to educate, encourage, and inspire Americans to give back 
to our military. A key part of this initiative is the education 
platform for real estate agents and mortgage professionals. 
To date, AWI has trained over 30,000 real estate agents and 
other business professionals around the country at the Certified 
Military Residential Specialist (CMRS) and American Warrior Real 
Estate Professional (AWREP) Boot Camps.

Over the past four years, AWI has given over $1,500,000 
worth of family grants, service dogs, business grants, home 
renovations, power mobility chairs, etc. Since Fairway sponsors 
the overhead costs, AWI is able to give 100% of their donations 
to veterans; all of the dollars raised in specific areas stay in 
those areas. In a recent AWI training in Sioux Falls, AWI and 
Fairway’s South Dakota branches were able to pay a military 
veteran’s mortgage payment and utilities for a year. At the 
same event, they donated a sewing machine and $15,000 
to another veteran to help him get his small business up and 
running. Fairway and AWI have a passion for “Serving Those 
Who Serve.”

All of Fairway’s South Dakota branches are offering incentives 
to all qualified veterans to help make their next home loan more 
affordable. Contact your local Fairway branch today for more 
information!

Focus on Giving Back
by Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation

Land of the Free. Home of the brave!
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Donate life saving plasma. 
You have the power to save lives!

Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

We guarantee the best donor fees in our marketing area! 

093CPM

New donors only. Not valid in conjunction with any other referral fees or bonuses.

Biotest Plasma Center
718 22nd Avenue South • Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 691-6214

Earn as much as $350 this month & $100 this week!

BRING IN THIS COUPON FOR AN EXTRA $10 BONUS!

SUPERHEROES WANTEdSUPERHEROES WANTEd

Copyright © 2017 Biotest Pharmaceuticals Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

093_SH_3_67x2_375_4cMB.indd   1 3/17/17   4:57 PM

Holiday Special: How Local Business Give Back

Get more. Spend less. It’s 
that simple when you get car 
insurance from us. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

More  
coverage.
Less  
spendage.

Discounts up to

0901127.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

*Discounts may vary by state.

35%
Paul L Kruse, Agent

1024 6th St.
Brookings, SD  57006
Bus: 605-692-5200

paul@paulkruseinsurance.com

Get more. Spend less. It’s 
that simple when you get car 
insurance from us. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

More  
coverage.
Less  
spendage.

Discounts up to

0901127.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

*Discounts may vary by state.

35%
Paul L Kruse, Agent

1024 6th St.
Brookings, SD  57006
Bus: 605-692-5200

paul@paulkruseinsurance.com

Joyous holiday 
wishes to 
you and your 
family... 
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A senior resident of the Neighborhoods receives a much-
needed haircut that Medicare doesn’t cover. A Habitat for 
Humanity volunteer takes a dip in the pool after a long day of 
building a home. A young student learns about the difference 
between financial needs and wants.

What do these people have in common? Someone at Larson 
Manufacturing made a difference in their lives.

Larson Manufacturing believes so strongly in giving back to 
the community, that “Share” is one of the company core values. 
At LARSON the words, “We will give of our time, resources, and 
prosperity” are not just a top-down directive or company-speak. 
It is the way the leaders lead and the way employees live their 
lives.

Founder, Dale Larson, set the stage for this way of life. 
He sees philanthropy not as separate from or in competition 
of running a profitable business, but rather the seed of that 
success. He, his family foundation, and the company have 
made possible many things that make our community unique. 
Some of them are visible such as the Children’s Museum of 
South Dakota, Joy Ranch, and Hillcrest Aquatic Center; others 
are visible only to those touched by the gifts. 

Culture of Giving Runs Deep at Larson’s
by Lisa Svobodny, Branch Manager, Larson Manufacturing

It is emulating this spirit of giving without recognition that 
drives LARSON employees to give their time and resources. 
Each year hundreds of organizations benefit from a Larson 
employee’s involvement. LARSON is proud to be one of the top 
United Way supporters each year, and focuses on employee 
participation. 

“The Brookings community would look very different if Larson 
Manufacturing and its employees didn’t do what they do,” said 
Heidi Gullickson, director of Brookings Area United Way. “Our 
community is incredibly impacted by the LARSON culture that 
embodies volunteerism, donations and advocacy.”

The value of sharing is nurtured within the organization. 
Members of the current leadership team are active in the 
community themselves, and they each show a strong support of 
their employees’ efforts. Departments get involved in projects 
about which their members are passionate, and individuals from 
all levels of the company jump in to do what needs to be done.

Why is there consistently a LARSON employee responding 
to our community’s needs? Because at LARSON, the value of 
sharing is not just a tagline hanging on the wall. It’s what we 
believe in.

Holiday Special: How Local Businesses Give Back



December 201716 The

May your holidays be

We’re here to help you stay healthy & happy this holiday season!

Merry &
Healthy

‘Tis the season to be healthy

De Smet Dental Services | De Smet | 605.854.3444
De Smet Community Health Center | De Smet | 605.854.3455
Howard Community Health Center | Howard | 605.772.4574

Prairie Winds Dental | Howard | 605.772.4703
Lake Preston Community Health Center | Lake Preston | 605.847.4484

HORIZ  N
Health Care, Inc.
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“Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.”

– Helen Keller

This quote by Helen Keller perfectly embodies the heart and 
soul of the Helpline Center Volunteer Connections program. The 
possibilities are endless when we connect our community with 
volunteerism. 

It’s no secret that during the holiday season people tend 
to get the “volunteer” itch. Doing good deeds during the day 
makes our eggnog and molasses cookies taste even better at 
night; but what about after the holidays? Do our community’s 
volunteer needs end? Of course not! Yet oftentimes, one of the 
most challenging things is finding a volunteer opportunity that 
fits your timeframe and skill set. But never to fear, Volunteer 
Connections is here. 

Helpline Center Volunteer Connections is available 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year to help connect you with volunteer 
opportunities right in your own backyard. The Helpline 
Center keeps an updated list of volunteer opportunities in 
the Brookings area, and we will connect you with options 
that match your interests and the time you have to give. 
Volunteering is a wonderful way to meet new friends, help 
those in need and make a difference in your community. It 
also happens to have great health benefits.  Research shows 
that “those who volunteer have lower mortality rates, greater 
functional ability, and lower rates of depression later in life than 
those who do not volunteer,” according to The Corporation for 
National & Community Service. 

The More You Give, The More You Get
by Sarah Lippert, Volunteer Connections Coordinator, Helpline Center

Don’t worry non-profit agencies; we have your back, too. You 
can become a partner with the Helpline Center and list your 
volunteer needs free of charge. In addition, the Helpline Center 
offers an array of support services to non-profit organizations 
that utilize volunteers, including educational classes and 
information on volunteer management. 

The Helpline Center has served the Brookings community 
for more than one year, providing critical volunteer services 
to its citizens and agencies through its Volunteer Connections 
program. Volunteer Connections makes that link between 
community members who want to give back and the agencies 
that need volunteers.

Whether its donating toys for kids or volunteering to serve 
a holiday meal, the Helpline Center can help you find a way to 
give back during this holiday season. To learn more about the 
Helpline Center Volunteer Connections program, visit  
www.helplinecenter.org, or dial 2-1-1.

Holiday Special: How Local Businesses Give Back

Stop in for coffee, 
cider and Christmas 
cookies every Friday 

in December.

Brookings | 1441 6th Street 
(605) 692-8600
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Many companies give back; at Thrivent we help people 
live generously. Our members offer hope, reach out to those 
in despair, and show God’s love in amazing ways. Thrivent 
Financial is a membership organization of over 2 million 
Christians. Where others see money as a goal, Thrivent 
members see it as a tool – for serving God, their family and 
their community. Thrivent members live generously through 
outreach programs. Funding for Thrivent’s outreach comes 
from our tax exemption as a non-profit fraternal benefit society. 
Money we would otherwise pay in taxes instead goes to 
strengthen the communities, congregations, and causes our 
members care about. Members are actively involved in deciding 
where the money goes. 

Nationally in 2016, Thrivent members contributed over 
$217.2 million dollars in community outreach and logged  11.3 
million volunteer hours. Thrivent refers to this outreach as the 
ABCs of generosity. 

A - stands for Thrivent Action Teams. Thrivent members are 
encouraged to find their passion through campaigns focused 
on fundraising, service projects, or education events. Thrivent 
members go online and submit their project idea. When 
approved, Thrivent sends an Action Team kit including a $250 
gift card to kick start their project. In Brookings County in 
2016, Thrivent members hosted 208 Action Teams. Already in 
2017, 234 Action Teams have been approved as of the end of 
October!

B – stands for Thrivent Builds. Since 2005 Thrivent Financial 
has partnered with Habitat for Humanity. In 2016, 971 homes 

Live Generously
by Michele Smith, Office Professional, Thrivent Financial

were built or repaired to serve 2,166 individuals. Together, 
the Brookings Area Habitat For Humanity affiliate and Thrivent 
Builds have built eleven homes in Brookings County. 

C - stands for Thrivent Choice. The Thrivent Choice program 
allows members to give directly to non-profit organizations. 
Nationally there are more than 35,000 Choice recipient 
organizations. Brookings County has 39 organizations currently 
receiving grant money. Any non-profit organization can become 
eligible to receive funding if nominated by a member and then 
approved through the Thrivent Member Network. The Choice 
program started in 2010 and has distributed more than $330 
million to charities.

Thrivent advisors are also able to help members live 
generously through their close work with In Faith Community 
Foundation. Advisors work with donors to spread joy and 
change lives through trusted stewardship to make the most of 
each gift. Donors can choose from a variety of planned giving 
options to turn their charitable goals into reality. 

The Brookings Thrivent office is located at 601 4th Street 
Suite 103 in the 1921 Building. Erich Olson CFP®, also holds 
the CAP® designation, Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy. This 
designation demonstrates he has the knowledge and tools to 
help clients articulate and advance their charitable aspirations 
for self, family, and society. 

To learn more about our fraternal programs please visit  
www.livegenerously.com. If you have questions or wish to visit 
us at the Brookings office, please call Michele at 692-6643.

Holiday Special: How Local Businesses Give Back
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by Keith Dentlinger, Manager, Lowe’s - Brookings

Boys & Girls Club Receives Lowe’s $50,000 Grant

The Brookings Lowe’s store was busy this year, completing 
three Lowe’s Heroes volunteer projects and helping with a 
Boys & Girls Clubs renovation. Lowe’s Heroes is a company-
wide volunteer program that offers Lowe’s employees the 
opportunity to support local community improvement projects.

 The first project was at our local food pantry, where Lowe’s 
Heroes replaced a storm door and added blinds to eight 
windows. The store also partnered with the S.T.A.R.S. Project, 
a therapeutic horseback riding program that helps individuals 
with disabilities. Lowe’s volunteers renovated a ramp and stairs 
riders use to mount horses. They also removed old bleachers 
and built new ones.

 Lowe’s Heroes made custom shelving units for the Humane 
Society in their last project, creating a place to store products 
for animals at the shelter. Lowe’s also donated benches and 
storage bins to the organization.

 The Boys & Girls Club of Brookings was selected for Lowe’s 
Renovation Across the Nation, an annual $2.5 million initiative 
where Lowe’s gives a $50,000 grant and hands-on support 
from company volunteers to refurbish one Boys & Girls Club in 
each of the 50 states. Lowe’s volunteers helped renovate the 
club’s outdoor basketball court, provided new security glass at 
the club’s entrance, added new furniture and coats of paint.

Holiday Special: How Local Businesses Give Back

$500

$20 PER
TICKET

December 2 through 31
excluding Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

5 to 7 p.m. nightly

605-688-6707 • McCroryGardens.com

CANDY CANE CASH
$500  Just in time for Christmas!

TICKETS ON SALE: #GIVINGTUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
THROUGH SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23.  

WINNER DRAWN AT NOON ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24.

OR
$100 FOR

6 TICKETS

Stroll through a wonderland of lights,  
images & scenes of the holidays.

Assisted Living | Memory Care Brookings  
605.692.6311 

Still got it.

Assisted Living | Memory Care Brookings  
605.692.6311 

Still got it.
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Feeding Brookings is a free weekly grocery distribution to 

those in need that operates out of Ascension Lutheran Church. 

Every Thursday afternoon, a group of volunteers work together 

to set up food items and toiletries for our guests. A variety of 

these items are given generously by Walmart and Hy-Vee here 

in Brookings. 

Approximately 130 families come in to our organization to 

receive food every week, with that number steadily growing. 

These low-income families use this opportunity to spend their 

income on house payments, rent, heat, health needs, etc. 

without having to worry about where their next meal is coming 

from. Twenty six percent of Brookings residents have incomes 

below the poverty level. As an organization, we want to do 

everything that we can to provide even the basic necessities, 

such as food and toiletries. 

Share the Gifts We Are Given
by Liz Thomsen, Interning Coordinator, Feeding Brookings

During the holiday season, we look forward to hosting a 

Christmas distribution. During this time, we give away one ham 

certificate to each family, which allows them to pick up one 

free ham from our local Hy-Vee. We also give away “Christmas 

trimmings” such as scalloped potatoes, whole kernel corn, 

dinner rolls, green beans, cream of mushroom soup, and milk. 

These hams are donated by various churches in the Brookings 

area. Each family will receive these items, if willing, so that they 

may create a Christmas meal to share with friends and family.

 About 30 volunteers around the community come together 

to help us host our Christmas distribution by handing out food, 

pulling wagons, and carrying out groceries to the guests’ 

vehicles. As the years go on, we will continue to do our best 

in helping the families of the Brookings community during the 

holiday season, and every other Thursday of the year. 

Holiday Special: How Local Businesses Give Back

VISIT

FOR
DETAILS.
FOR
DETAILS.SwitchingForGood comcom

WE DONATE
YOU SWITCH & $200.

800.843.1552
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TAXES ARE COMPLICATED.
Getting your taxes done isn't enough - you need your taxes done

right. That's where we come in. We hire and train the most

qualified tax professionals to ensure you claim every credit and

deduction you deserve so you get your maximum 

refund. Guaranteed.¶

¶If you discover an H&R Block error on your return that entitles you to a larger refund (or smaller
tax liability), we'll refund the tax prep fee for that return. Refund claims must be made during
the calendar year in which the return was prepared. OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

YOUR LOCAL OFFICE(S):

UNIVERSITY MALL,  1022 22ND AVE S
BROOKINGS, SD 57006

605-692-5715

UNIVERSITY MALL
BROOKINGS, SD 57006

605-692-5715
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Leadership Brookings
2018 Participant Spotlight

is the Director of Guest Services at the Children’s Museum of South Dakota. She brings an abundance of energy and cheerfulness 
to the museum. She has a passion for children and playful learning. Kati is committed to ensuring that all visitors to the museum 

have a positive experience and is passionate about making sure families are having fun! Kati provides general oversight to the 
museums day-to-day operations at the welcome desk, museum floor, and the gift shop.

 Kati grew up in Brookings, attended the College of Charleston in South Carolina and graduated from the University of  
Missouri-Kansas City. After a 4-year career playing Division I golf and studying Public Communication with an emphasis in PR, 

Kati joined the museum team in the summer of 2011. When she is not having fun at work, she enjoys playing golf, traveling, and 
spending time with her husband, Jesse and children, Kennedy and Jesse IV.

KATI HANSON

is a native of rural Watertown, SD spent his youth on a farm, assisting his family in raising cattle and farming. Following high school, 
Borns studied Engineering at Lake Area Technical Institute and South Dakota State University. Captivated by the Brookings area, 
Borns took a position with Swiftel Communications. Borns has been with Swiftel for the last 15 years. He has assisted in building 

out the high-speed fiber-optic network throughout the city connecting businesses and residential customers. 

Over the years, Borns’ passion for the community has continued to grow and take on new roles. In 2010 Borns joined the Brookings 
Police Department as a Reserve Officer. In his spare time, Borns enjoys camping, boat surfing and supporting SDSU athletics.

JUSTIN BORNS

is Operations Manager & HR Generalist for Mills Property Management in Brookings. Mills Property Management manages 
residential and commercial property throughout South Dakota, with the Corporate office based out of Brookings. Within the 4 years 
Danielle has been with the company, she has held positions as Maintenance Administration & Intake, Maintenance Coordinator, 
and most recently Operations Manager & HR Generalist. Danielle works on items such as Recruitment, Hiring, Safety Policies/
Programs, and also oversees Operations Administration. 

Danielle is a 2008 Graduate of South Dakota State University, graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Sociology. Danielle enjoys 
time with her family – Husband (Matt), 3 Children (Kendra, Connor, Emma) and 1 American Bulldog (Russell). She also enjoys being 
active in volunteer roles and currently services as the Hillcrest Elementary PTA Vice President, Girl Scout Troop 40261 Leader, and 
is a Sunday School room helper at the First United Methodist Church. Her family loves to do anything outdoors – in the summer you 
can find them camping and enjoying time at city parks, and also the nature park in Brookings.

DANIELLE BOHN

is a Legal Affairs Specialist in the Office of General Counsel at South Dakota State University. The Office of General Counsel 
coordinates and provides legal services to the SDSU President, officials, and employees on legal matters involving or affecting 
SDSU. Jessica also serves as SDSU’s policy manual editor.

Jessica is President of the South Dakota Paralegal Association, a non-profit organization committed to the preservation and 
continued growth of the paralegal profession. She obtained her degree in Legal Studies in 2010, graduating with highest honors. 
She went on to earn the Certified Paralegal credential in 2011 and Advanced Certified Paralegal credential in 2013 from the 
National Association of Legal Assistants.

An active member and volunteer at Brookings First United Methodist Church, Jessica enjoys working with children and co-leading a 
women’s study. Spending time with her husband, Josh, and three daughters is Jessica’s favorite thing to do when she’s not at  
the office.

JESSICA HUYCK

is a Phone Banking Specialist at First Bank & Trust. The Call Center, located in Brookings, SD, is the central resource for customers 
of all 177 locations. First Bank & Trust currently operates in 12 cities and recently acquired several banks in Minnesota. Tanner 
has worked for First Bank & Trust since graduating from South Dakota State University in 2015. While attending SDSU, Tanner 
completed his Bachelor’s degree in economics with a specialization in business. 

Tanner enjoys competing on various City League sports teams throughout the year, including basketball and softball. He also enjoys 
any and all watersports in the summer.

TANNER DEKAM
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The Strengths Finder assessment was a very powerful assessment for Julie. It turns out that 2 of her top 5 strengths are: “Learner” 
and “Developer”.  These strengths have led to her role as a Learning & Development Officer with First Bank & Trust.

Prior to her role as a Learning & Development Officer, Julie worked in higher education for several years as a Career Counselor 
both at SDSU and SDSM&T.  Julie really enjoys working with people and her favorite trainings are centered on efficiencies and 

professional development. The ability to help others continuously learn, change and grow is her true passion.

Julie received her M.Ed. in Student Affairs from SDSU and a B.A. in Communications from UMD. Originally from Toronto, Julie 
currently resides in White with her husband and two daughters. If she’s not spending time with family, you might find her fishing, 

golfing, attending a concert or shopping!

JULIE OHLSEN

is the Director of Special Events and Marketing for Boys & Girls Clubs of Brookings, Moody County and Yankton. She assists in Club 
wide marketing, social media and fundraising throughout the year, more specifically three large raffles in each community. Erinn 
started at the Club in the Spring of 2015 as the Career Development & Impact Coordinator at the Teen Center in Brookings, SD. 

A graduate of SDSU, Erinn studied Consumer Affairs and Business. She enjoys being outside, playing volleyball, working at her 
Dad’s coffee shop, Kool Beans and spending time with her fiancé, Zach.

ERINN OSBORNE

is the Executive Assistant at Brookings United Way. She is from Rapid City, SD, where she grew up the youngest in the family with 
four older brothers. She is a recent graduate of Mount Marty College with a bachelor’s degree in Human Services. While she was in 
school she completed an internship with United Way of Greater Yankton and learned that this area of work was a great fit for her. 

As a new resident of Brookings, she is excited to learn as much as she can while also making connections with others. She enjoys 
crafting, painting, golfing, and watching baseball.

AZURE RODRIGUEZ

is the Inpatient Clinical Coordinator at Brookings Health System in Brookings, SD. She began her journey with BHS in February of 
2009. Gabrielle is an RN by trade, receiving her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from South Dakota State University in May of 2008.   
Through the years she’s earned the respect of her peers including nurses and doctors, and was promoted to her current role. 
She has become instrumental in the development of the hospitalist program in the new hospital. Other duties include working on 
performance improvement projects, assisting with doctor’s rounds, and being a resource to her fellow nurses.  

In addition, she is active in a handful of committees including but not limited to Discharge Task Force, Pain Management Committee, 
and Lean Team. Gabrielle is a Minnesota native, but has developed a passion for South Dakota through the years, as she has 
started to raise a family with her husband Trinity. They have a son Taitem (5) who is in kindergarten at Dakota Prairie, and a 
daughter Taisley (3). In their free time, the family enjoys traveling, going on horse rides, and helping on the family cattle ranch.

GABRIELLE MILLARD

was raised in Spirit Lake, Iowa, She came to Brookings in the fall of 1999 to attend South Dakota State University. She graduated in 
December of 2003 with a degree in Early Childhood Education. Her husband, Graig began graduate school and Brookings officially 

became their home. Stephanie started working at BankStar Financial in 2004, where she is currently a personal banker. The couple 
has two sons, Camden and Cayler, and enjoy watching them participate in youth baseball, hockey, and soccer. 

For the past 10 years, Stephanie has enjoyed using her degree to volunteer in the classroom with Junior Achievement. She loves 
being a part of the Brookings community and discovering everything it has to offer. Stephanie is excited to be part of Leadership 

Brookings and looks forward to forming new friendships and learning more about the community!

STEPHANIE REICKS
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Faces & Places showcases today’s professionals “on the move”.
Faces & Places

Julie Erickson 
recently joined Cruise Planners, an American 
Express Travel Representative, the nation’s 
largest home-based travel agent franchise 
network in the industry. As a Cruise 
Planners franchise, I sell complete vacation 
packages from exotic getaways to romantic 
retreats and culturally-immersive European 
experiences to customized African safaris 
and of course cruises. Some people want 
to go on a cruise one year and then a 
land-based vacation the next. I offer them a 
one-stop-shop with a personalized touch.

Adam Holtquist 
recently took over for “Harry” Mansheim 
as the new State Farm Agent on Main St in 
Brookings. Adam’s been affiliated with State 
Farm for over 6 years and is in the business 
of protecting and growing his customer’s 
assets. One of Adam’s main slogans is “Here 
to help life go right”. Adam is a SDSU alum 
along with serving over 12 years with the 
SD Army National Guard and is currently 
assigned to the HHC 139th BSB out of 
Brookings.

Carlie Appletoft
is the owner and founder of CC Bakery 
here in Brookings. CC Bakery serves up 
specialty baked goods, decadent pastries, 
and gourmet cupcakes. Our commitment to 
high-quality treats means that you don’t have 
to go far to have your baking needs met. 
We can be found at Kool Beans Coffee, The 
Carrot Seed, or our treats can be ordered 
online for local pickup and delivery.

Amanda Runia CPA
launched Runia Resources to provide 
guidance to small businesses owners 
and startups who may not be ready for a 
traditional accounting firm. Amanda hopes 
to instill financial confidence in the everyday 
entrepreneur.

Delicious Gifts

December 5, 2017 - April 7, 2018

Steve 

Deep Sea 
Imaginarium

Borm
es

1 0 3 6  M e d a r y  A v e n u e   |  B r o o k i n g s ,  S D  5 7 0 0 7  
6 0 5 . 6 8 8 . 5 4 2 3  |  S o u t h D a k o t a A r t M u s e u m . c o m  
FREE admission & parking just west on Harvey Dunn St.
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Ambassador Visits

BROOKINGS HEALTH SYSTEM
300 22nd Avenue • Brookings, SD 57006

www.brookingshealth.org

Chamber News

The Lodge Restaurant
2515 6th Street • Brookings, SD

www.thelodgegrill.com

Mickelson & Company
101 North Main Avenue, Suite 321 • Sioux Falls, SD

www.mickco.com

Odegaard Financial
419 8th Street S • Brookings, SD

www.odegaardfinancial.com

Cruise Planners
www.crazy4cruising.com

New Chamber Members

November’s Membership Mixer was held in the Woster 
Celebration Hall at the South Dakota State University Alumni 

Center. Steve Erpenbach, SDSU Foundation President & 
CEO and Andi Fouberg, SDSU Alumni President & CEO 
opened their doors for tours of the new Alumni Center. 

Attendees had the opportunity to take a walk down memory 
lane through cabinets of vintage SDSU collections and 

photos from past and present SDSU celebrations.

Membership
Mixer Introducing...Dual Shades!

Manage both the light and privacy of your space with 
two panels that shift in a single shade.

Now at Barrett’s Flooring and Decorating Center.

Retain the view, but ditch the glare!

SOUTH MAIN AVENUE
BROOKINGS, SD 57006

605.692.7377
AND IN DESMET, SD

605.854.9377
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TH INGS  TO DO
December

V I S I T B R O O K I N G S S D . C O M
SUBMIT YOUR EVENT ONLINE

FIND MORE INFORMATION

06
BHS Girls Varsity Gymnastics Invitational
brookings.k12.sd.us

SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. NDSU
gojacks.com19

SDSU Men’s Basketball vs. Drake
gojacks.com
Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

27
1 Million Cups
1millioncups.com/brookings
Wall Street Wednesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

Sub40Social
brookingschamber.org

04

20
1 Million Cups
1millioncups.com/brookings
Wall Street Wednesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing
SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. Wichita State
gojacks.com

Brookings Blizzard vs. Aberdeen Wings
gobrookingsblizzard.com

29

Junior Gold B Hockey Tournament
brookingsrangers.com

15/17

Connect 2140 Power Hour 
(NEW Location: Reseach Park @ SDSU)
brookingschamber.org

09

27/29 Swiftel Center Basketball Classic
swiftelcenter.com

Santa at the Gardens
mccrorygardens.com

17/18

Third Thursday at the Gardens
mccrorygardens.com

21

Trivia Tuesday
facebook.com/woodenlegsbrewing

26

East River Pool Tournament
swiftelcenter.com

5/7

11
28th Annual Fine Art Photography Exhibit Reception
brookingsartscouncil.org

SDSU Men’s Basketball vs. Oral Roberts
gojacks.com

Children’s Museum CLOSED for Annual Maintenance
prairieplay.org

8/12

16/17
A Christmas Carol: A Live Radio Play
brookingscommunitytheatre.org
Buffalo Nationals
trackwrestling.com

SDSU Men’s Basketball vs. Presentation College
gojacks.com

30

03
SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. Omaha
gojacks.com
38th Annual Fine Art Photography Exhibit Opening
brookingsartscouncil.org

Prairie Polar Blast
brookingsfsc.com

6/7

Mite A&B Hockey Tournament
brookingsrangers.com

12/14

13
Brookings Blizzard vs. Austin Bruins
gobrookingsblizzard.com

SDSU Men’s Basketball vs. Denver
gojacks.com

Dakota Territory Gun Show
dtgca.net

13/14

16
Exhibit Opening | Richard Van Buren
sdstate.edu/south-dakota-art-museum

SDSU Women’s Basketball vs. Dakota Wesleyan
gojacks.com

Paw Patrol LIVE!
swiftelcenter.com

16/17

Garden Glow Open Thru Dec. 31
mccrorygardens.com

January

Open Thru Jan. 2
brookingsartscouncil.org

festival of trees

santa visits Thru December
visitbrookingssd.com

10
Brookings Blizzard vs. Austin Bruins
gobrookingsblizzard.cocm

Step Up WILL Summit
brookingschamber.org



Give the 

gift of play

Buy  
museum 

memberships 
online at  

prairieplay.org

Museum Hours Tue-Sat: 10am-5pm Sun: 12-5pm  Closed most Mondays. 
Check our website calendar for more information.
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float a little extra cash this holiday season

CHRISTMAS LOAN 
rates as low as 4.9%

APR*

DUCKSget your

*annual percentage rate

in a row

www.DakotalandFCU.com  
Brookings 697.5922 | Volga 627.5880

Dakotaland FCU
509 N. Main Street
Redfield, SD 57469

*****ECRWSS*****
Local 
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

57350 Bring this ticket in for a 

FREE GIFT
We will be set up on the east side of the court 

February 1, 2014 : Double Header begins at 3:00 pm
Greeno Building: 502 E. 2nd Street - Redfield, SD

Dakotaland Night with the Pheasants

       Redfi eld – Doland Pheasants vs. Wessington Springs Spartans

www.dakotalandfcu.com

The LINK
414 Main Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

Postal Customer
*****ECRWSS*****

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

HURON SD 57350

The LINK
415 8th Street South
Brookings, SD 57006
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