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The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce strives in creating educational opportunities for 
its members. While there are times that Chamber staff take advantage of these educational 
opportunities, it not always accessible because of other job related demands. It is important 
for our membership to continue to explore the Chamber’s opportunities for professional 
development.

 Institute for Organization Management, a program through the US Chamber of Commerce, was designed to enhance 
individual performance, elevate professional standards, and recognize association, chamber of commerce, and other nonprofit 
professionals who demonstrate the knowledge essential to the practice of nonprofit management. It is the professional 
development program of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation.

 Its curriculum, comprised of four week-long sessions, is taught by university professors, industry experts, and leading 
practitioners in the chamber and association industries. Each session is five days long and is offered at five locations across 
the country annually; allowing participants to choose which site or time of year best fits their schedule.

While on-site, attendees participate in 24 hours of course instruction and engage in lively discussions on a multitude 
of matters affecting the association and chamber industries. With courses on topics such as advocacy, media training, 
membership, finance, legal issues, human resources, and much more, Institute ultimately educates participants on all facets of 
running a nonprofit organization.

 Graduates of the four-year Institute for Organization Management program receive the IOM Graduate Recognition, 
signifying 96 hours of course instruction in nonprofit management. Additionally, the curriculum is tied to the CAE and CCE 
bodies of knowledge, allowing participants to earn credit for an industry certification in one simple step. The Brookings Area 
Chamber of Commerce supports this program.
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The SDSU Students’ Association (SA) acts as the 
“representative voice of the students,” and strives to 
better the community for our students, both on campus 
and within the city of Brookings. SA is composed of 
student representatives, otherwise referred to as 
senators, from each college in which their major falls. 
Senator duties include speaking with constituents, 
composing legislation, serving on university committees, 
and representing the voices of all SDSU students. 

Just this summer, newly elected Senators started 
work to create a better campus. Already, two standing 
committees have started accomplishing significant 
work. The first committee is Student Tailgating. Student 
government leadership is focused on creating a safe 
environment for all to enjoy Jackrabbit athletics. Through 
brainstorming sessions and committee meetings, SA 
members are working to create the perfect game day 
experience. They have begun reaching out to student 
clubs and organizations to gain insight on what students 
want from a tailgating experience. New, creative 
ideas are being shared on how to promote enjoyable 
socialization and promote student attendance at athletic 
events. 

SA is also working on the General Activity Fee (GAF) 
Strategic Plan. The General Activity Fee is a fee that 
SA manages. This fee is charged per credit hour to 
each student and pays for a variety of amenities SDSU 
students enjoy – such as the Wellness Center, the 
Student Union, and clubs and organizations budgets. 
This fee also allows for students to attend all athletic and 

performing art events free of charge. The task of the GAF 
Strategic Planning Committee is to decide what other 
amenities SDSU students are interested in investing their 
fees in. They will provide a recommendation on how the 
GAF dollars should be spent over the next five years. 
Once they have completed their recommendation, the 
plan will be presented for approval by the SD Board of 
Regents. 

Beyond summer committees, SA is also preparing 
for the academic year. Soon, senators will meet with 
the academic deans from their respective colleges. 
With the deans, students will work to identify areas 
of collaboration with student leadership. Additionally, 
senators will begin more committee assignments. 
During the academic year, senators work on 27 different 
committees. A few of these include: Student Promotion 
Fund, Student Union Advisory, Office of Information and 
Technology, SDState Health, Parking and Traffic, and 
Government Affairs. One of the most active committees 
is the Finance Committee. They fulfill the Speaker Fund, 
New Venture, and Special Allocation requests to student 
organizations. Additionally, they are the leaders on 
Senate who mange our $2.7 million budget. 

SA also has a presence in the local government  
year-round. On the city level, our Government Affairs 
Chair, Cole McDougall, regularly attends City Council 
meetings to provide updates from SA to the city and is 
always prepared to advocate on behalf of the students. 
Both President Allyson Monson and Chairman McDougall 
attend Government Affairs Committee meetings with the 

BY ALLYSON MONSON, Students’ Association, President

Creating a Better State

COVER STORY
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same priorities. We continue our involvement to build 
and maintain a strong relationship with the city. President 
Monson and Chairman McDougall also plan to meet 
monthly with Mayor Keith Corbett to stay informed, as 
a strong campus and community relationship is a top 
priority for our body and our Mayor. 

SA is a group of passionate students working to make 
State an even better place! Please visit our website  
www.sdstate.edu/students-association to keep up-to-
date with the Students’ Association and to follow issues 
we are currently addressing and ways that we help to 

improve the student experience at SDSU. You can also 
keep up with our current agendas and events through 
our Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

www.facebook.com/SDSUStudentsAssociation/

www.twitter.com/SDSU_SA

www.instagram.com/sdsu_sa/

If you have any questions, please feel free to direct 
them to our Communications Chair, Alexandra Farber, at  
sdsu.sapublicrelations@sdstate.edu.

Go Big. Go Blue. Go Jacks!

COVER STORY
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BY MILLBORN SEEDS

As Fast As You Need It!

AG COMMUNITY

From its simple beginning back in 1987, Millborn Seeds 
has become a leading provider of grass seed products and 
knowledge to farmers, ranchers, and contractors throughout 
the United States.

Earlier this year, Millborn moved into its new headquarters 
on the Northeast edge of Brookings. The 57,500 square 
foot facility is simply one of many moving parts for the 
growing company.

A walk around Millborn’s new facility helps give a deeper 
appreciation for the level of thought invested. There are 
“collaboration rooms” designed to inspire innovation. 
There’s a large event room upstairs, complete with work 
tables and white boards spanning most of one of the walls, 
which has already served as a place to host training events.

“The new facility helps our team better serve farmers, 
ranchers, conservation districts, contractors and even 
other seed companies. We are continuously researching 
and implementing new technologies to make sure we are 
delivering the highest quality grass seed products to help 
impact acres across the United States,” says Clint Johnson, 
co-owner of Millborn Seeds.

Millborn is centrally located in the US which helps to 
make true on their trademarked “As Fast As You Need It” 
claim. In fact, Millborn delivers pallets and truckloads of 

custom formulated grass seed to many places in the US in 
1-3 days.

“We have 1,200 plus grass seed species on hand here 
and we’ve developed an end-to-end system that allows us 
to process an order with impressive speed and precision. 
Same day turnaround is many times the demand for our 
customers,” said Ben Burris, Millborn’s Operations Manager 
who has been with the company for 10 years.

Millborn has a history of attracting driven, ag-focused 
graduates. Most of the 17 full-time team members are, 
in fact, SDSU graduates and also have roots in farming. 
The full-time team includes five specialists in the areas of 
Forage, Cover Crop, Alfalfa, Conservation, Wildlife and 
Commercial. Millborn also has 20 part-time team members, 
who mainly help with the “pick and blend” process in the 
warehouse.

“We have a great track record of attracting solid talent 
from SDSU and the Brookings Community. When the right 
opportunities arise, we selectively grow our team through 
a very intentional multi-step hiring process that produces 
high performing individuals who collaborate effectively. 
Strong teamwork and innovation help us keep refining our 
operations and logistics systems. Ultimately, that helps 
us impact more acres for our customers,” says Bonnie 
Tonsager, Millborn’s HR Director.

Health Care

Keeping 
Communities Well

De Smet Dental Services | 605.854.3444
De Smet Community Health Center | 605.854.3455
Howard Community Health Center | 605.772.4574

Prairie Winds Dental | 605.772.4703
Lake Preston Community Health Center | 605.847.4484

Untitled (Snow) First Snow of Spring 
Vase  
Kegon Falls Vase Kegon Falls

1036 Medary Avenue | 605-688-5423 | SouthDakotaArtMuseum.com

605-692-0955

NO CREDIT CHECK  •  FREE DELIVERY  •  RENT TO OWN  •  PORTABLE BUILDINGS
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In 1963, crooner Andy Williams proclaimed Christmas 
as, “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year.” Some three 
decades later, the office supply chain Staples used this 
song to anchor a back-to-school television advertisement 
many of us remember well: a dad prancing elatedly 
through the store aisles, filling his cart full of his kids’ 
necessary supplies — pencils, notebooks, and rulers — 
while the youngsters look on in mourning.  

The conventional wisdom is, of course, that parents 
are the only ones who celebrate the return of school, 
but this is simply untrue. Students and staff members 
look forward to each new beginning, too. In Arlington, all 
Cardinals know 2018-2019 holds a great deal of promise, 
and we are ready!

Preparations have been underway all summer, and 
things will really get rolling at our annual Open House on 
August 14 from 6-8 p.m.  

•  PreK-6:  Students can meet their teachers, check 
out their classrooms, and drop off their school supplies.  
Alumna Leslie Dolby, aka Rockin’ Red, will be delivering 
a high-energy, interactive concert outside the elementary 
school doors, and all families are welcome to join her for 
“Fun & Freezies.”

•  7-12:  Students can obtain their updated schedules 
and locker information, check out their computers, and 
meet with their teachers. In addition, coaches Anita 
Boeck and Brooklyn Pratt will host a volleyball parent 
meeting while coach Jeani Vincent will hold a cross-
country parent meeting.   

Just two days later 
on August 16, all will 
shake off their first-day 
jitters, grab their trusty 
backpacks, and take 
the first steps of their 
academic journeys. As 
is customary in Arlington 
schools, we will begin as 
we ended: committed to 
educating all students 
in a safe, challenging, 
and disciplined environment. It is, after all, the mission 
of the district to provide each student the opportunity 
to develop the skills and knowledge necessary to be a 
productive citizen in an ever-changing society.

While this has remained Arlington school’s mission 
for over a decade, that notion of “ever-changing” is 
increasingly important. As a staff, we recognize the 
educational, social, and emotional needs of our students 
are evolving, and we are obliged to remain responsive 
to them. Consequently, we are continually assessing 
and discussing emerging needs and then building our 
capacity to meet them.

Examples of this abound. In PK-6, staff provides 
before and after school support, students enjoy frequent 
access to technology in their classroom and in labs, 
and teachers utilize Mystery Science, an engaging and 
interactive curriculum, to bring this critical content to life. 
Meanwhile in 7-12, the availability of an in-house ACT 

BY LISA PARRY, K-12 Principal, Arlington School District

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
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prep class, guidance for students enrolled in dual credit 
courses, and the recent addition of a STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) hour for seventh 
graders keep Cardinals competitive as they graduate 
and apply for admission to technical school and college 
programs, as well as lucrative scholarships.

Unfortunately, not everyone knows of the opportunities 
available at Arlington Schools, and in 2018-2019, the 
district hopes to change that as it makes a deliberate 
effort to tell its story every day. Using the social media 
platforms of Facebook and Twitter, the school will let all 
of its stakeholders — and anyone else who is looking 
and listening — know what is going on with its learners.  

This building is a hub of activity, after all, and one does 
not have to look far to see phenomenal people doing 
spectacular things. Maybe you will get a sneak peek at a 
physics lab, a literature dramatization, or a jazz  
band rehearsal.  

Whatever you see will provide you insight into the 
life of a Cardinal, and it will make you wish you spent 
your days here, too!  If you want to know more about 
Arlington Schools—its people and programs—visit our 
website at Arlington.k12.sd.us or call us at  
605-983-5597.  We would love to meet you and tell you 
our story!

See for yourself just how 
big in our Dino Dig exhibit.

You don't have to wait for your 
next trip to the Children's Museum 

of South Dakota to start excavating. 
What types of things can you dig up?

Show us at #PlayAlongSD

prairieplay.org

Play Along however 
you want at the 
Children's Museum 
of South Dakota.

©2018, Great Western Bank
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At the Elkton School District, we are excited to begin 
what we estimate to be our 139th year of providing an 
outstanding educational experience for our students. The 
methods and means in which our students are receiving 
instruction has changed dramatically over the years. The 
teachers and staff at Elkton have worked to develop a 
large number of quality programs which help our students 
find success no matter the direction they take after leaving 
our school.

The quantity of programs to meet the needs of students 
at Elkton is a great beginning in our elementary school. 
The individualized reading program, “Walk to Read” has 
offered means for teachers to best meet the needs of 
our students.  Teachers are working with each other on 
collaborative student lead projects across grade levels. 
Our students in junior high are able to experience classes 
in the areas of family and consumer sciences, industrial 
technology, and art. They also work on social skills 
and the development of their high school learning plan 
through SD MyLife. Students in high school are able to 
choose from career and technical education classes in 
a variety of disciplines, including agricultural education. 
Students have taken classes in Spanish and Chinese via 
DDN with Northern University and have the opportunity 
to take American Science Language within our building. 
Advanced sciences and math classes challenge our 
students. The quantity of dual credit classes taken by 
Elkton junior and seniors have allowed some students 
to graduate high school with more than one semester of 
college completed.

These programs are quality programs instructed by 
quality teachers. The teaching staff at Elkton is constantly 
challenging themselves through professional development 
and goal setting with their peers. Teachers are sharing 
with each other methods of success for instruction, 
assessment, and curriculum. They are willing to give 
and receive feedback from administrators and peers. 
These teachers are constantly pushing themselves to 
do more for our students. We are honored to have the 
South Dakota Teacher of the Year Rachel Schaefer in our 
building. By observing her methods and professionalism, 
teachers are willing to take risks within their own 
classrooms.  

As a school, we have not forgotten about the 
importance of relationship building. Staff members 
began brainstorming on how to unite all students grades 
K-12. Our goal is to foster a sense of family at Elkton, 
while having students in all grades engage with each 
other in activities, including service learning projects. 
The implementation of the our “Running with the Herd” 
program has done just that. We developed “herds” of 
students which consist of at least one student from each 
grade and two teachers. These “herds” will remain in 
place each year, with a new kindergarten students being 
placed in each “herd.”  

Creative thinking, collaboration, and risk taking has 
allowed our small South Dakota school to deliver a variety 
of quality programs and opportunities for our students.  
We look forward to seeing where the next year will take 
our staff and students.

BY KELLY L. NEILL, K-12 Principal, Elkton School District

Fostering Success at Elkton Schools

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  ELKTON
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BY LAURA SCHUSTER, Superintendent, Sioux Valley School District

Sioux Valley Plans for Student Growth

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  VOLGA

School leaders at Sioux Valley Public Schools in Volga 
are busy preparing for the 2018-2019 school year. With 
an elementary building addition nearing completion and 
scheduled to be open for the start of the 2018-2019 school 
year, the school district is in a position to handle an increase 
in enrollment, whether that happens this fall or in the years 
to come.  

The city of Volga and the surrounding communities are 
flourishing; therefore, an increase in enrollment is inevitable 
in Sioux Valley Schools’ future. “We are currently a two 
section school per grade level, and with this addition, we 
have the capability of expanding to three sections in all 
grade levels JK through 12th grade,” stated Superintendent 
Laura Schuster.  

The school district is comprised of students from Volga, 
Sinai, and Bruce, as well as students who choose to open 
enroll. All facilities are located on the campus on Hansina 
Avenue between 1st and 4th Streets in Volga. In addition to 
classrooms for instruction, the current complex includes a 
library media center, computer labs, two gymnasiums, a fine 
arts center, and an agriculture shop.

The new addition will consist of a secure entry to the 
elementary school, elementary offices, 11 classrooms 
which will house kindergarten through grade three, and 
a multi-purpose room that will be used as a lunch serving 
site for students in JK through second grade, some lower 
elementary physical education classes, and an area for the 
BASE program (Before and After School Enrichment).  
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This is one of several building and facilities projects 
that have been done in the past six years. The school 
district also opened a Performing Arts Center in 2014 
which features a beautiful 400 seat auditorium for theater 
and musical productions, as well as areas for choral and 
instrumental music. The facility is a combination of new 
space and renovated space from the 1925 school. From 
2012 to 2015, the school district did a major upgrade to its 
football and track athletic facility. This upgrade included 
redoing the football field, putting in an all-weather track, and 
replacing the stadium bleachers. Superintendent Schuster 
commented, “Sioux Valley is a progressive school district 
that will continue to expand and thrive. We take pride in our 
education programs and facilities.”

Sioux Valley Public Schools expect excellence from the 
administration, staff, and students, and strive to provide 
all of them with the tools necessary to excel in their 
life’s pursuits. Students are encouraged to achieve their 
goals through hard work, dedication, perseverance, and 
teamwork.  

In addition to offering challenging traditional academic 
areas of studies to students in junior kindergarten through 
12th grade, the district offers fine arts, family and consumer 
science courses, and agriculture courses. Students build a 
house each year in the building trades class which is part of 
the vocational agriculture program. Dual credit courses are 
offered to upperclassmen and many take advantage of this 
opportunity to acquire college credits at a low cost.

The district provides a wide array of co-curricular 
opportunities for the students. These include FCCLA, FFA, 
instrumental and vocal music, National Honor Society, oral 
interp, theater, visual arts, and yearbook. Athletic teams 
include boys’ and girls’ basketball, boys’ and girls’ cross 
country, competitive cheer, sideline cheer, football, boys’ 
and girls’ golf, boys’ and girls’ track, volleyball,  
and wrestling.  

Sioux Valley’s school mascot is the Cossack. The 
Cossacks originated as an elite fighting force in southern 
Russia. The mascot is very fitting because Sioux Valley 
students and teams have a reputation of being  
well-prepared and very competitive in the classroom and on 
the playing field.

The district offers a junior kindergarten program for 
students who are age-eligible to attend kindergarten, but 
may not be quite ready and could benefit from an additional 
year of classroom instruction before entering kindergarten.  
This program has been very successful and very  
well-received. In the past, we have had only one section of 
junior kindergarten. We will have two sections for the  
2018-2019 school year.

The district’s BASE program is available to students in 
junior kindergarten up to age 11. This program is operational 
each day school is in session from 7:15-8:15 am and after 
school dismissal until 5:45 pm. BASE is also available on 
some teacher in-service days, school breaks, and during 
the summer months. BASE gives students opportunities 
to grow physically, socially, emotionally, and intellectually 
through educational and developmental activities. A fee 
structure is in place for families who choose to utilize the 
BASE program.  

For more information about Sioux Valley Schools, visit our 
website at svs.k12.sd.us. The 2018-2019 School Calendar is 
on the district’s website. If you would like to visit our school 
or to schedule a tour, please contact us at 605-627-5657.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS -  VOLGA



16  |   THE LINK – August 2018 EDUCATION

There is a saying at South Dakota State University that “it 
is a great day to be a Jackrabbit.” 

My adventure as a Jackrabbit began during my freshman 
year of college in the fall of 1971. I remember feeling the 
nerves and excitement as I left home for the first time and 
began to chart a new path for my life and career. It was hard 
to imagine what my future might hold on that day, but as I 
reflect back on my first couple of years as president of this 
great university, I cannot imagine being at any other place 
or doing anything different. 

We are a university who welcomes everyone. Students 
come from every state in our nation and over 90 countries 
to study one of our 200 academic programs that include: 
Precision Agriculture, Nursing, Pharmacy and Engineering. 
They come from high school graduating classes of less 
than 10 and more than 400. They come from many different 
backgrounds and are more racially, ethnically, and culturally 
diverse than at any other time in our history. It’s this 
diversity that enriches our campus community and helps 
create a dynamic and exciting university.

Every day we challenge our students, faculty and staff 
to use their imagination. Imagination is the most powerful 
tool we have to achieve our dreams. South Dakota State 
University has produced many graduates who have 
impacted society and changed the world as we know it 
today. It was their ability to imagine a different future and a 
desire to pursue their dreams that has set them apart in an 
exciting world.

Our students excel both in the classroom and in 
competitions around the world. This past spring SDSU’s 
Human Powered Vehicle team, from the Mechanical 
Engineering Department, was named the overall winner 

of the ASME Human Powered Vehicle Challenge, winning 
both national competitions at Pomona, California and Penn 
State University. The Jackrabbit Forensics team also won 
the 2018 Dakotas Intercollegiate Forensics Association title. 
The athletic department wrapped up their most successful 
year yet: men’s and women’s basketball teams played in 
their respective NCAA tournaments; football team reached 
the NCAA Football Championship Subdivision semifinals; 
wrestling had its first individual national champion; and the 
women’s soccer team and the men’s cross-country team 
were both Summit League Champions.

Here at South Dakota State University, we pride ourselves 
on the academic quality of our programs. We currently 
have 44 accredited programs, with several other programs 
currently in process. Quite simply, accreditation means that 
our programs are equal to or better than programs at other 
major universities.

We are also excited about the new building projects 
that are underway here on our campus. The Performing 
Arts Center expansion will be completed by January 2019 
and the Wellness Center expansion fall 2018. The Board 
of Regents approved the name of the Raven Precision 
Agriculture Center in June and a groundbreaking ceremony 
will be held on Oct. 6. The Animal Disease and Diagnostics 
Laboratory addition and renovation is projected to be 
completed by 2020.

As we embark on another academic year and get ready 
to welcome more than 2,200 new faces to campus, we also 
recognize the importance of community. Brookings and 
the surrounding communities have provided our university 
a place where people make a difference. For decades, 
business and community leaders, citizens and others 

BY BARRY DUNN, PH.D., President, South Dakota State University

It’s a Great Day To Be a Jackrabbit!
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have provided our university a cordial welcome and have 
recognized the opportunities it affords. I am personally 
grateful for that warm embrace.

The next several months will be an exciting time on 
campus and we hope you can join us, whether it’s for a 

lecture, an athletic event, a performance in the expanded 
Performing Arts Center, or even just a trip to the Dairy Bar. 
We look forward to seeing you and having the opportunity 
to say hello.

Every day in Brookings is a great day to be a Jackrabbit.
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Education is one of the strongest foundations in life. It 
gives us a knowledge of the world and transforms it into 
realization. It allows a perspective of the life around us. 

Many programs in our community support and 
encourage education. Through three focus areas – school 
readiness, academic and character development, and adult 
empowerment – Brookings Area United Way collaborates 
with agencies that support programs to enhance and 
prepare community members for every stage of life. 
From birth to adult success, programs such as the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library; pre-school readiness; Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematic (STEM) courses; 
various adult and parenting education including financial 
literacy; English as a second language (ESL) classes; and the 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) prepare individuals 
and families. 

A collaboration with the Brookings School District has 
allowed a broader view of Brookings youth and encouraged 
many community stakeholders to come together and 
discuss new ideas on how to meet the students and family’s 
needs. The SEARCH survey of local students, in 6th through 
12th grade, gave insight on the struggles and triumphs our 
adolescences face on a daily basis. 

Chad Adamson, a counselor from Michelson Middle 
School, goes on to explain the impact of the survey, “The 
nonprofit sector has been very interested in the information 
and engaged in the conversations of how we can increase 
the opportunities for teenagers and their families to gain 
developmental assets. The conversations have also led to 
ideas on how to increase the safety and support in regard to 
the mental health topics of loneliness, depression, anxiety, 
and suicidal ideation. We want to collaborate to provide 
intervention and also push for more prevention.”*

Education is ongoing – it takes partnerships and 
collaboration. Through education, we develop 
understanding; and through understanding, we develop 
perspective. Education develops the capabilities to stand 
up against injustice and corruption, and fight for success for 
every individual. We invite you to join the Brookings Area 
United Way and our diligent non-profit partners in tackling 
these social issues and build a better tomorrow. 

*If you would like to be part of these conversations or 
host a presentation by Chad Adamson, please contact him 
at chad.adamson@k12.sd.us.

BY BRIANNA DORAN, Executive Assistant, Brookings Area United Way

United Way Works
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The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce staff and 
board of directors are excited to welcome all new 
Chamber investors. 

welcome!

Brookings Counseling Solutions
1304 MAIN AVENUE S | BROOKINGS, SD

P: 605.592.9909

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
WEST HALL 102A, BOX 510 | BROOKINGS, SD

P: 605.688.4154

Torque Fitness
200 PATRICK AVE, SUITE 104 | WHITE, SD 57276

P: 605.695.1899

CHAMBER NEWS

Membership Mixer

Habitat for Humanity ReStore
917 US HWY 14 BYPASS | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

The July Membership Mixer was held at the Habitat 
for Humanity Restore. Members and customers alike 
enjoyed SDSU ice cream and the chance to win gift 
cards. The newly renovated space was a hit, and the 
Restore’s staff and volunteers did a wonderful job 
hosting their grand re-opening! Thanks to all who made 
this day so special for our members!
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Ribbon Cuttings Faces and Places
showcases today’s professionals “on the move”

CHAD WEIER
joined BankStar Financial as their Business 
Relationship Manager. He brings over 18 years 
of experience in banking and management 
to BankStar. Prior to joining BankStar, Chad 
was the Business Manager at Einspahr Auto 
Plaza and a Business Banker/Market Manager 
at Great Western Bank. He has extensive 
experience in finance, banking,  
and management.

“We are excited to welcome Chad to the 
BankStar team. His extensive financial background along with his 
commitment to community involvement make him a great addition to 
our staff,” stated Greg Fargen, Brookings President.  

A native of Salem, SD, Mr. Weier graduated from Northern State 
University with a bachelor’s degree in Finance. He has lived in 
Brookings since 2004.  

Chad has participated in Junior Achievement, Habitat for Humanity, 
Downtown Brookings, Bobcat Backers, and taught Freshmen 
Orientation Finance classes at SDSU.

BRIANNA DORAN
is the Executive Assistant at the Brookings 
Area United Way (BAUW). She focuses on 
programs, community impact areas and 
initiatives set forth by their Board of Directors 
and emerging community needs. Brianna also 
provides support for internal programs, media 
and marketing, community and partner agency 
relations, information request, and assistance 
with resource development as articulated 
further: she is responsible for the process 

and maintenance of partner agency support, community research and 
collaboration development. 

Brianna implements all internal BAUW programs such as the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library, Delta Dental Mobile Program, and 
Familywize. She  also identifies and coordinates all volunteer projects 
for the United Way and participates in the development of positive 
community relations amongst BAUW volunteers, human service 
providers, business leaders and the community. Finally, Brianna 
researches, develops, and assists in the production of promotional, 
program and fundraising materials and events. On top of all of that she 
supports their wonderful executive director in any way possible and 
works for one of the greatest nonprofit agencies in Brookings!

Brookings Counseling Solutions
1304 MAIN AVE S | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.592.9909

Senior Living
REDEFINE

Assisted Living | Memory Care

www.edgewoodseniorliving.com
Ph: 605.692.6311

AMSDELL’S
1929 Hwy 14 ByPass  .  Brookings, SD 57006

Ph: 605.692.8323
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