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David Merhib, President/CEO, Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce
CHAMBER PRESIDENT MESSAGE

It’s no surprise that South Dakota, especially the east central side of the state, has an economic 
engine with its agriculture business. According to the South Dakota Department of Agriculture 
(SDDA), “Agriculture is the life-blood of South Dakota. It is our state’s #1 industry, and for the farmers 
who work the land, agriculture is more than a job – it is a career, a passion and a way of life.”

A few facts to think about:
 •  South Dakota’s agriculture industry has a $25.6 billion economic impact each year. With more than 19 million acres of 

cropland and 23 million acres of pastureland, our farmers and ranchers are one of our economy’s key drivers. (SDDA)
 •  In addition to generating 20% of our state’s economic activity, production agriculture and its value added industries 

employ over 122,000 South Dakotans. (SDDA)
 •  This economic impact is a direct result of our production capacity and investment in value-added industries. Businesses 

ranging from ethanol plants and livestock feeding operations to farmers markets and wineries are capitalizing on agriculture’s 
competitive and comparative advantages for economic development in South Dakota. (SDDA)

The 2018 Leadership Brookings class had the opportunity to see firsthand the Brookings area Ag industry at work. During the 
January 31st half day session the class listened to Dr. Daniel Scholl, Interim Dean of the College of Ag & Bio Sciences at SDSU, 
talk about the future of agriculture and its technologies that will continue to add value to South Dakota and the world. Dr. Keith 
Underwood, Assistant Professor of Ag Sciences, provided a tour of the SDSU meat processing lab that included everything from 
slaughtering to meat processing to sale of goods. This micro processing plant at SDSU provided an insight to the larger meat 
processing that takes place in our region. We concluded the day with a tour of Hilltop Dairy (east of Brookings on HWY 14) led by 
owners Wilfried and Olga Reuvenkamp. Hilltop dairy is home to some 4,000 cows that produce tens of thousands of gallons of 
milk per day and most of the milk produced is used in our immediate region, supporting jobs and feeding our economy.

Thank you to all of the Chamber members that contribute to the overall economic impact of our Ag industry! 
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For more than 90 years, DuPont Pioneer has 
been working directly with farmers and their 
farmland. As the first company to research, 
develop, and sell hybrid seed corn in 1926, our 
main objective was to increase productivity of corn 
to support their families, invest in their farms, and 
build stronger rural communities. Many things have 
changed in nine decades, but our focus remains 
the same: aim farmers to be more productive 
while supporting the communities in which our 
employees and customers live and work.

Various aspects of the farming industry, as 
well as Pioneer itself, have evolved immensely. 
We have formulated numerous new tools to 

help make producers 
more sustainable: 
from new genetics, to 
advanced precision 
recommendations 
with Encirca, and also 
farm management with 
Granular to name a few. 
As we count on the 
future of agriculture to continually and dramatically 
progress with new technology, we prepare and 
look forward to helping our growers 
implement these changes to produce more efficient 
and superior products long-term.

BY RYAN RIDDER, Territory Manager, Pioneer

Agriculture, Our Community & Future

COVER STORY

It all starts here.GARDEN TO TABLE.
1100 8th Street S  –  Brookings, SD  |  605.692.5816  |  www.medaryacres.comA R E A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

&  C O N V E N T I O N  B U R E A U

Dig in!
@
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At a local level, one to two agencies per county 
are spread across South Dakota that sell and 
distribute Pioneer Seed and also assist the grower 
with a variety of on farm trials. One addition to the 
extensive trials we have participated in has been 
establishing better practices for growing higher 
yields while utilizing less fertilizer and water.  

Farmers anticipate complete solutions for 

managing their farms, and consumers demand a 
plentiful and healthy food supply. At Pioneer, we 
strive to integrate agricultural innovations to meet 
customer and consumer needs.

If you have any further questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or any of our local sales 
representatives throughout South Dakota. Find us 
online at www.pioneer.com.
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BY RAVEN INDUSTRIES

Precision Ag Technology

AG COMMUNITY

Raven is a technology company that creates innovative 
solutions to great challenges. From protecting lives, to 
preserving natural resources and helping farmers grow 
more food, we are committed to positively impacting our 
world. The Raven Applied Technology Division, specifically, 
has been designing and manufacturing precision 
agricultural products since 1978, and has grown to be 
known as a world leader in application control technology.  
For our team members, agriculture is core to what we do, 
and vital to our company as a whole.    

Precision technology covers a wide variety of topics, 
including application controls, GPS guidance and steering 
systems, boom leveling and wireless connectivity.  
There are increasing benefits to implementing precision 
technology into a grower or Ag Retailer operation. Our 
technology can help increase yields, avoid misapplication 
of chemical or fertilizer, decrease the amount on inputs 
needed, maximize the effectiveness of sprayer droplet 
sizes, and help make a customer’s operation more 
efficient and profitable. A perfectly implemented precision 
technology system will help grow more food, make a 
business more profitable, and have a positive impact on our 
environment. 

When we talk to our customers, we not only hear about 
technology challenges, but the challenges of finding talent 
in the Ag industry. This covers a wide variety of areas 
including engineering, software development, agronomy, 
Agribusiness and technical skills. Raven has closely 
partnered with SDSU to help bridge some of these gaps.  
Four years ago, we opened an office space in the Brookings 
research park, and most recently announced a contribution 
to help build the Precision Ag building on the SDSU 
campus. Partnerships like this will help develop talent to 
design, develop, sell and utilize the precision technologies 
needed to achieve the growing demand for food around  
the world.   

Current projections show a global population of eight 
billion people by 2030 and nine billion people by 2050. 
In order to meet the demands of this rapidly growing 
population, technology in agriculture must continue to 
evolve and develop in order to get the most out of every 
acre (or hectare) of land we are able to farm. And it all must 
be done in an environmentally sustainable manner. While 
this challenge is great, Raven is committed to providing a 
complete solution and helping our customers and industry 
partners achieve their goals.

AMSDELL’S
1929 Hwy 14 ByPass  .  Brookings, SD 57006

Ph: 605.692.8323

Assisted Living | Memory Care | Brookings | Schedule a tour! 605.692.6311

For Extraordinary People

Extraordinary

Care
Assisted Living | Memory Care | Brookings | Schedule a tour! 605.692.6311

For Extraordinary People

Extraordinary

Care



Whether you want to build a backyard patio, buy a new toy, or finally take that dream 
vacation – our Home Equity Line of Credit can help. 

Quick decisions, flexible payment options and an introductory rate for the first six months. 
What could be easier than that? Stop by and apply for a Home Equity Line of Credit today.

BANK BETTER. BANK SMARTER.

800.843.1552    |    WWW.BANKEASY.COM

5.00% APR*
Current Non-Promotional 
Variable Rate as of 2/16/182.90% APR*

Introductory Rate 
first 6 months

Promotional rate for qualified applicants only. Subject to credit approval. Non-Promotional Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is variable based upon the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (WSJPR) of 4.50% as of February 6, 2018 
plus a margin of 0.50%. Introductory 2.90% APR applied through the first 6 months of approved line of credit; at the end of the promotional period, the rate will be equal to WSJPR + margin. The margin depends on your credit 
qualifications and Loan to Value (LTV). The maximum APR will not exceed 21.75% APR. Fees to open the plan typically range from $929.35–$1,229.35. Up to $300 of fees will be waived.  The promotional rate of 2.90% 
requires a checking account at First Bank & Trust along with monthly payment of an automatic funds transfer set up on the home equity line of credit. Without the checking account and automatic funds transfer, there will be an 
increase of 1.00% on the 2.90% promotional rate. Other terms and conditions may apply. Property insurance required. Limited Time Offer. Consult your tax advisor on the deductibility of interest. See bank for additional details.

THE HARDEST PART OF A

HOME EQUITY
LINE OF CREDIT
IS DECIDING WHAT TO DO WITH IT.
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Speciality Production in South Dakota
Some 20 years ago at the Alumni Center at SDSU, 

we held the organizational meeting of the South Dakota 
Specialty Producers Association. It was a core group of 
people who were passionate about growing specialty 
products in SD. It seemed a fit for me as a ‘76 graduate of 
SDSU in Ag Economics. My wife Nancy and I were fresh 
off a stint in California where we fell in love with the wine 
industry and wanted to duplicate the experiences we had 
here in South Dakota. We planted a small vineyard west 
of Volga and were starting a winery producing wines from 
fruits grown in SD. What started as a hobby wine making 
passion in the basement has grown to opening a tasting 
room in our home. Well, it was a hobby that got completely 
out of hand! Our production has grown to a high of 6,500 
cases annually. 

On one of many trips back to SDSU, Jerry Lohr stopped 
and was checking up on our progress. We both agreed as 
we were walking our vineyard, as native South Dakotans, 
“We didn’t know grapes would grow here!”

Ron Peterson of SDSU had developed the Valiant Grape 
and we had planted hundreds of these vines. His work in 
developing a variety of cold-climate grapes that thrived in 
the upper mid-west has contributed to the growth of the SD 
wine industry.

The wine industry has grown to more than 20 licensed 
South Dakota wineries. The market share of SD produced 
wines is seven percent of wines sold in the state. This 
percentage is higher than our surrounding states. 

Two factors have allowed Schade’ Vineyard and Winery 
to grow: 

1.  Local grape growers who were willing to establish 
vineyards.

2.  The more than 100+ students from SDSU and local 
high schools that have worked with us as we have grown. 

The South Dakota wine industry has contributed to the 
growth of agriculture and tourism industries in this state. We 
are proud to be a part of that growth!

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS – VOLGA

BY JIM SCHADE, Owner, Schadé Vineyard and Winery
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As consumers become further removed from agriculture, 
yet more demanding of transparency in how their food is 
produced, it has become increasingly important to prepare 
future leaders in the dairy community. Just as sustainable 
practices on the farm are critical to long-term success for 
the industry, so is the shaping of young dairy advocates 
to ensure consumer trust in dairy is carried into the next 
generation.

Through the South Dakota Dairy Ambassador program, 
a coordinated partnership between Midwest Dairy and 
South Dakota State University (SDSU), five students with 
an interest or background in dairy have been selected for 
the 2018 program. Throughout the year, the ambassadors 
have the opportunity to voluntarily engage in functions 
within the dairy community in South Dakota, learning the ins 
and outs of dairy production from farm to table, while also 
taking the first steps to build relationships within the dairy 
community. The selected ambassadors have participated 
in leadership opportunities to develop skills in speaking, 
writing and social media which will help them engage in 
dairy conversations with consumers at events, including the 
South Dakota State Fair and Sioux Empire Fair. By attending 

events including the Central Plains Dairy Expo and a 
Midwest Dairy board meeting, they will network with dairy 
leaders and see firsthand interesting points of collaboration 
within the dairy community. 

The goal of the program is to help students develop 
leadership skills and start forming relationships with South 
Dakota consumers as well as others within the dairy 
community. “The South Dakota Dairy Ambassador program 
is designed to build future dairy champions to promote the 
dairy community and give consumers an excellent dairy 
experience,” said Tracey Erickson, program coordinator and 
SDSU Extension dairy field specialist. 

The South Dakota program is an expansion of the 
successful Dairy Ambassador program which Midwest Dairy, 
in partnership with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
piloted two years ago. In the months ahead, Midwest 
Dairy plans to kick off similar programs in Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri and Illinois. Each Dairy Ambassador program is 
tailored to meet each state’s diverse consumer needs. 

For more information on Midwest Dairy’s Ambassador 
program and other leadership opportunities, visit the “For 
Farmers” section on MidwestDairy.com.

Midwest Dairy Ambassador Program
BY WHITNEY BLINDERT, Registered Dietitian, Midwest Dairy Association

Aims to Build Future Dairy Leaders in SD

Providing high-quality care in your community!
De Smet Dental Services | 605.854.3444

De Smet Community Health Center | 605.854.3455
Howard Community Health Center | 605.772.4574

Prairie Winds Dental | 605.772.4703
Lake Preston Community Health Center | 605.847.4484

EVERY PET DESERVES THE 
VERY BEST.

3127 US Hwy 14 Bypass – Brookings, SD 57006
P: 605.692.0955
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The Brookings area and eastern SD have been an 
important part of the seed industry for nearly 100 years 
dating back to Clifford Franzke, a South Dakota Agricultural 
Experiment Station (AES) agronomist breeding local 
varieties of corn. In 1942, a new hybrid seed corn was 
released to farmers by SD AES.  Soon afterwards, Sokota 
Hybrid Producers (Brookings) was incorporated in 1944 
and 24 farmers purchased share certificates and started 
producing hybrid seed corn in eastern SD.  In 1985, Sokota 
Hybrids was sold to North American Plant Breeders (NAPB) 
and the brand name was changed to “AgriPro”. In the 
following years, the business was sold three more times and 
two brand name changes (Garst and Syngenta) occurred. 
The Brookings location produced seed corn from 1944-1994 
and soybeans from 1994 until it was closed in 2016.  

Besides the “Sokota” brand, other seed brands originated 
in South Dakota including Curry Seed (Elk Point), Rea 
Hybrids (Aberdeen), Hiene Seed (Vermillion), Legend 
Seeds (DeSmet), Mustang Seeds (Madison) Millborn Seeds 
(Brookings), and Hefty Seeds (Baltic).

Seed testing also has a strong history in Brookings. SDSU 
has had a formal seed testing laboratory as an AES project 
since at least 1963.  SDSU has been actively involved 
in seed testing and training student analysts spanning 
a time frame of more than 50 years.  In 1993, Mid-West 
Seed Services, Inc. (MWSS) was started as a seed testing 
laboratory near Bruce, SD and moved to Brookings in 1994, 
growing to the largest independently owned seed testing 
laboratory in North America until it’s sale in 2007 to SGS.  

In 2014, SoDak Labs, Inc. was launched as a seed testing 
service to the corn, soybean and sorghum seed industries 
in the United States based in Brookings.  SoDak provides 
quality assurance for mainly seed production companies 
and retail “brands” of hybrid seed corn and soybean seeds.  
SoDak works closely behind the scenes with the seed 

production and inventory companies to assure seed is the 
highest quality.  Our product is information on seed quality 
which is used to label and market seed.  

SoDak is an employee owned business which is 
ISO17025 and Internationally accredited.  We use a 
paperless system of internal software databases, utilizing 
QR-coded labels and tablet data entry to track and report 
customer information. Clients use a website database 
dashboard system for sample entry, monitor testing 
progress, and data retrieval.  Many of our employees are 
SDSU graduates from agriculture and biological sciences, 
SDSU and BHS students, and seasonal workers from the 
Brookings community. 

SoDak is unique as a business in that we also offer a 
Seed Academy (seedacademyonline.com) online training 
courses in Seed Biology, Testing, Sampling and Seed 
Production.  

Brookings and South Dakota continue to contribute 
greatly to the North American and international  
seed industry.

For more information contact info@SoDakLabs.com, call 
605-692-2758, visit our website www.SoDakLabs.com 
or visit Seed Academy  www.seedacademyonline.com to 
register for classes. 

Seed Corn & Seed Testing in Brookings
BY TIM GUTORMSON, CEO and Agronomist, SoDak Labs, inc.

MEMBER’S VOICE

FUEL • FEED • AGRONOMY • LP • GRAIN

204 1ST STREET SOUTH • PO BOX 127 • BROOKINGS, SD 57006
AURORA • CLEAR LAKE • TORONTO • VOLGA • WHITE

605-692-6216

THANKS FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!

www.agfirstfarmers.com
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Legacy Financial Partners

A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

309 4th St
Brookings, SD 57006
605.692.5501
planwithLFP.com

Take the guesswork out of
your retirement plan.

Call us today at 605.692.5501

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIIPC.
©2018 Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

TREAT MOM TO SOMETHING SPECIAL THIS
Mother’s Day!

310 Main Avenue
Downtown Brookings

605.592.9277
www.carrotseedkitchen.com

 Ben Hauck, Agent 
 Ben Hauck Agency, Inc. 

 510 Main Ave S, Brookings 
 Bus: (605) 692-2500 
 bhauck@amfam.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 

American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7589040

Call (605) 692-2500 today to see how I 
Can help proteCt what matters most.

proteCt the home that brIngs
your dreams to lIfe. 
PROTECT THE HOME THAT BRINGS
YOUR DREAMS TO LIFE.
CALL (605)692-2500 TODAY TO SEE HOW I
CAN HELP PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST.

 Ben Hauck, Agent 
 Ben Hauck Agency, Inc. 

 510 Main Ave S, Brookings 
 Bus: (605) 692-2500 
 bhauck@amfam.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 

American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7589040

Call (605) 692-2500 today to see how I 
Can help proteCt what matters most.

proteCt the home that brIngs
your dreams to lIfe. 

Ben Hauck, Agent
Ben Hauck Agency, Inc.

510 Main Ave S, Brookings
Bus: (605) 692-500

bhauck@amfam.com

 Ben Hauck, Agent 
 Ben Hauck Agency, Inc. 

 510 Main Ave S, Brookings 
 Bus: (605) 692-2500 
 bhauck@amfam.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 

American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7589040

Call (605) 692-2500 today to see how I 
Can help proteCt what matters most.

proteCt the home that brIngs
your dreams to lIfe. 

409 12TH STREET S
BROOKINGS, SD 57006
T: 605.692.7376
WWW.SLUMBERLAND.COM

FIND US ON

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Luxury



631 22nd Avenue  •  Brookings, SD 57007  •  Ph: 605.688.6707  •  www.mccrorygardens.com

ExperienceSpring at South Dakota’s premiereBotanical Garden

Showcasing 8,500 tulips choreographed to bloom en masse and 15,000 additional spring bulbs ready 
to unfurl throughout the 25 acres of garden sanctuary. 2018

*Visit our website or call for current hours, events and pricing.

FORMAL GARDEN HOURS
APRIL

Monday - Saturday: 9am to 5pm
Sunday: 12pm to 5pm

admission is free will donation on Sundays in April 

MAY - SEPTEMBER
Monday - Saturday: 9am to 8pm

Sunday: 12pm to 6pm

ARBORETUM
Open daily, sunrise to sunset

no admission fee  –  pets on a leash welcome
2:00 PM Puppet Fred on Earth Day!

SUNDAY, APRIL 22

11:00 AM to 2:00 PM Mother’s Day Brunch

SUNDAY, MAY 13

2:00 PM Royal High Tea in the Cottage Garden

SUNDAY, APRIL 29

9:00 AM to 8:00 PM National Public Gardens Day

FRIDAY, MAY 11
Admission for the day: free-will donation

4:00 PM to 7:30 PM Garden Discovery Festival

Upcoming Events Hours of Operation
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There are many types of trees in our world. Some bear fruit 
and others don’t, some grow quickly while others take decades 
to show their true beauty, some bloom in the spring and others 
in the fall, but these differences don’t make one tree more 
important than the next. In fact, we need all the different types 
of trees to make our community as beautiful as it is.  

This is true of our many nonprofits in Brookings County too. 
Each one plays their own role in taking care of the needs of 
our residents. While trees give shade, our nonprofits provide 
shelter for those with no place to live. Just one unexpected 
financial emergency can put a family in jeopardy of losing 
their security of a place to live. Nonprofits help stop the spiral 
that happens when a family is faced with homelessness. It’s 
important to remember that there are many factors that are 
affected by substandard housing including lower education 
achievement and health issues. 

While trees provide fruit, our nonprofits provide food for 
those that are food insecure. According to the Feeding South 
Dakota website, there are approximately 4,380 residents of 
Brookings County that are without reliable access to a sufficient 
quantity of affordable, nutritious food. This correlates to 13.3 
percent. Many times, this is not something that can be seen, 
and may impact people you know.

Trees can absorb carbon dioxide and potentially harmful 
gasses from the air and release oxygen back into the air. Just 
as oxygen is essential for all of us, the services nonprofits 
provide are essential when a family is in crisis. Someone to 
walk along side of them as they put the pieces back together  
is crucial.

Trees provide opportunity for recreation and exercise.  
Nonprofits help create opportunities for our youth to explore 
and learn, while having fun. They learn life lessons including 
how to be a good team mate, how to be a leader, and the 
importance of exercise for your body and your mind.

The seeds of a tree will grow over the years just as the 
seeds of caring, advocacy, and volunteering will grow in our 
community for years to come.

United Way Works: Growing Our Community
BY HEIDI GULLICKSON, Executive Director, Brookings United Way

M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

N O  A P P L I C A T I O N S   •   F R E E  S H O W I N G S

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two 
bedroom apartment options throughout Brookings, 
including near campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home 
park space. And our full-time maintenance staff is 
available for quick efficient repairs and timely snow 
removal.

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our 
residents for more than 40 years and our friendly 
staff would like to help you find your next apartment 
home!

M
Moriarty

Apartments

603 Main Ave, Brookings • 605.692.6333 
info@moriartyrentals.com

Office hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

Moriarty Apartments offers many one and two bedroom 
apartment options throughout Brookings, including near 
campus and the mall area.

We have a variety of housing types including studios, 
town homes, deluxe apartments and mobile home park 
space. And our full-time maintenance staff is available for 
quick efficient repairs and timely snow removal. 

We’ve been dedicated to serving the needs of our residents for 
more than 40  years and our friendly staff would like to 
help you find your next apartment home!

moriartyapartments.com

We have commercial space 
in prime locations.

Call for details.

    NO APPLICATIONS  •  FREE SHOWINGSNO APPLICATIONS •  FREE SHOWINGS

Perfect 
Apartment!

COMMITTED TO FINDING YOU THE

603 Main Ave  •  Brookings
605.692.6333

info@moriartyrentals.com
www.moriartyapartments.com

Commerical space in prime locations available. Call for details.

Of  ce Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5:30 and Saturday 8-Noon

B R O O K I N G S
M O N U M E N T

Dan Billet & Lisa Friedrich

507 Main Avenue S
Brookings, SD 57006

P: 605.692.4224

OPEN WEEKDAYS
9am to 5pm

or by appointment
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Local Leader:
Jameson was born and raised on his family’s farm near Eureka, SD. He graduated from SDSU with 
a B.A. degree in Political Science and Global Studies. Shortly afterwards, he attended Syracuse 
University to earn a Masters in Public Administration before returning to SD. Upon graduation, 
he worked in Pierre for the Department of Education before returning with his wife, Sara, to the 
Brookings area as the City Administrator for the City of Volga.

Jameson Berreth

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE THINGS ABOUT VOLGA?

The people in Volga are what make it a great community. We 
have many passionate and hard-working families in town who 
are invested in their community, school system, and neighbors. 
I also enjoy that Volga has all the advantages and opportunities 
available in the Brookings area as well as the benefits of a 
smaller town, such as more affordable housing, less traffic, 
reduced crime, a smaller yet excellent school system, and an 
overall close-knit community.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES EXCITE YOU ABOUT VOLGA?

Volga has a bright future. In addition to rapid residential 
growth, we also have new businesses coming to Volga. Artisan 
Concrete Concepts will bring a great family to town and will 
be constructing a location downtown to produce and sell their 
products. We are also anticipating the arrival of Prairie Aquatech, 
a producer of high quality animal feed ingredients, as they plan 
to construct a facility near Volga. As we grow and expand to 
welcome more individuals and families into our community, our 
capacity for doing great things also grows. Our goal is to take 
advantage of this opportunity to be the best community we  
can be.

WHAT LEADERS DO YOU LOOK UP TO?

I believe there are many great leaders in the Brookings 
area as well as at the state and national level who I look up to. 
However, I feel that I would be remiss if I did not list my parents, 
Jim and Lori. For most people, their parents have by far the 
most profound impact on their lives. I am fortunate to have 
two great parents. My mother is incredibly passionate, caring, 
and kind. She has a teaching background and instilled in me 
the importance of education and respect for those working in 
education. My father is hard-working, humble, and level-headed, 
traits which I also make an effort to embrace. They both possess 
a strong sense of community and work to make it better. I think 
one reason why I enjoy Volga, as well as Brookings, is that many 
people here also possess that dedication to the community.

WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE ABOUT LEADERSHIP?

There is no single type of leader. Not all great leaders are 
vocal or confident or charismatic, although those are all positive 
traits to possess. But if we all tried to lead the same way, to think 
the same way, and act the same way, then where would the 
creativity, versatility, and diversity in thinking be? We each need 
to identify our own strengths and weaknesses to determine what 
kind of leader we can be. Find something you are passionate 
about, and be the best leader and version of yourself that you 
can be.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF BEING A CHAMBER MEMBER?

As a Chamber member, the City and all of its businesses 
benefit with direct support from Chamber staff. Partnering 
with the Chamber, the City of Volga organized the first Small 
Business Saturday last fall which brought people and activity 
to our downtown businesses. We look forward to hosting more 
events such as this in the future and expanding to include more 
Volga businesses. Another great benefit is the networking 
opportunities. We are able to meet people in the Brookings area 
who we may never have met otherwise.

Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce,
ON BEHALF OF THE 

we would like to thank Mr. Berreth for his time and talents in 
making the Volga area a vibrant place to live and work. 
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Green coffee beans are grown in over 50 countries 
around the world. Coffee is the second most highly traded 
commodity in the world next to oil, and it is estimated that 
25 million people make some, or all of their living along the 
coffee commerce continuum. 

The importance of sustainable agriculture to growing 
coffee cannot be overstated. Often small farmers are 
growing and harvesting coffee in isolated and some of the 
most difficult terrain in the world. Much of the planting and 
harvesting is done by hand and is very hard work. When 
you add the variables of changing climate conditions and 
devastating storms in many of the coffee growing regions, 
it spells the same kind of consequences we see in our 
agriculture close to home. 

 In Costa Rica, tropical storm Otto in 2016 damaged 
the blossoms from the coffee shrubs delaying the 
growing season and reducing harvest to many farmers of up 

to 50%. In Kenya last year, unusually heavy rains followed 
by severe drought caused many difficulties for those 
farmers and cooperatives. These are but a couple examples 
of the challenges coffee producers face. Not unlike the 
challenges farmers and producers face here in the Midwest, 
many variables will impact yield, price, and availability.

More Than Just a Cup of Joe
BY KURT OSBORNE, Owner, Kool Beans Coffee

Call or visit hrblock.com to make an 
appointment today. 

Come in for a FREE 
Second Look® Review.1

1

17
-0
92
3

At participating o�ces. Results vary. All tax situations are di	erent. Fees apply if you have us file an amended return. 
The IRS allows taxpayers to amend returns from the previous three tax years to claim additional refunds to which they 
are entitled. Applies to individual tax returns only. OBTP#B13696 ©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
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Stefanie has been scared of most everything.  It has been 
only recently, at 44, that she learned that most people are 
either not scared (what?) or are scared and don’t do the 
things they are scared of (wait…why?).  

She has started four companies, more out of annoyance 
than fear, however.   If fact, despite the fear, she has 
realized that frustration with bullshit is greater than the 
negative voices in her head.  

And, despite her self-diagnosed Stefbergers, she 
somehow seems to keep getting invited to things that she 
probably shouldn’t.  

Recognized as one of the Phoenix Business Journal’s 
‘Forty Under 40,’ currently profiled on the cover of BEQ 
Magazine (the nation’s leading corporate supplier diversity 

publication), an 
award-winning 
speaker, Stefanie 
is passionate 
about the truth, 
rubber bouncy 
balls, sauce and 
balancing doubt 
with doing.  

Join Stefanie 
Francis on May 9th at the Swiftel Center for a stimulating 
talk on recognizing fear and moving forward. For more 
information on the upcoming Women in Leadership and 
Learning Luncheon, please contact the Chamber office at 
605.692.6125 or visit brookingschamber.org.

Scared S***less and Doing It Anyways
BY STEFANIE FRANCIS, May WILL Speaker

WILL

1210 Main Avenue S – Brookings, SD 57006
Ph: 605.692.2315

www.sunflowersalonandspa.com

make your appointment today!

CELEBRATE EARTH MONTH WITH US!
ALL OF MARCH AND APRIL
Purchase raffle tickets for 
– $500 Sunflower giftcard
– Basket of Aveda products (valued at $400).
– Free haircuts, facials and massages for a year!
All money raised will be donated to Aubadon of the Dakotas to 
help in preserving our wetlands and keeping our water clean

EARTH MONTH CANDLES
Sunflower is selling Earth Month 
Candles for $14 each.
All money raised in candle sales will be 
donated to Global Greengrant Funds. Grants 
are given to communities across the globe 
to help bring in and provide clean water for 
farming and gardening crops. In turn, clean 
water provides jobs in these communities!

APRIL 20, 2018
Stop in and take advantage of our 
20% off all products sale!

Friday, April 20, 2018.
Raffles will be drawn on

• Full menu and bar.
• Lounge area.

• Great outdoor atmosphere!

Open six days a week at 11am and 10am on Saturdays
ALL AGES WELCOME

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN BROOKINGS CONNECTED TO THE 9
605.696.7978

WWW.CUBBYSSPORTSBARANDGRILL.COM

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

FULL MENU & BAR • PRIVATE MEETING/PARTY ROOM

ROOFTOP PATIO (weather permitting)



BRING IN THIS COUPON 
FOR AN EXTRA 
$10 BONUS!

093TL

New donors only. Not valid in conjunction 
with any other referral fees or bonuses.

New Donors EARN $200 for 4 donations!
Donate plasma and save lives.

Schedule an appointment at biotestplasma.com

Biotest Plasma Center
718 22nd Avenue South • Brookings, South Dakota 57006

(605) 691-6214

BiotestPlasmaCenterBrookings @BPCBrookings

Copyright © 2018 Biotest Pharmaceuticals Corporation. All Rights Reserved.
We guarantee the best donor fees  

in our marketing area!

DISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWERDISCOVER YOUR SUPERPOWER

BECOmE A BIOTEST PlASmA SUPERHERO!BECOmE A BIOTEST PlASmA SUPERHERO!
093_SH_7x7_4cFR.indd   1 3/19/18   11:40 AM
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Faces and Places
showcases today’s professionals “on the move”

CHAMBER NEWS

BRI BURGERS
is the owner and operator of b.well brookings, 
a group fitness studio located on 6th Ave, 
next to the Brookings movie theatre.  Bri and 
her team are excited to be in a new studio 
space offering a wide variety of specialty 
classes. b.well delivers a unique fitness 
experience that continues to attract new 
members. Find them on Facebook or visit 
www.bwellbrookings.com to learn more!

ALLISON NIEDERT
joins the SDSU Foundation as the 
development administrative coordinator. 
Niedert graduated from Southwest Minnesota 
State University in 2016. Niedert will 
coordinate and support the development staff, 
including event and hospitality planning. She 
and her fiancé, Woody, reside in Brookings.

HEIDI HOPEWELL
is the assistant director of Loyalty Giving. 
Hopewell joined the Foundation in early 

February. Previously, she served as a human 
resources coordinator at Daktronics. Hopewell 

earned a bachelor’s in psychology from Ohio 
Christian University in 2009 and a master’s in 
marketing and communications from Franklin 

University in 2011. She and her husband, Dave, 
live in Brookings with their three children.

Andrew Jallo, NMLS #1153096
andrew.jallo@dacotahbank.com

CLICK2START 
YOUR HOME 
LOAN ONLINE

Brookings | 1441 6th Street | (605) 692-8600

DON’T BE 
AFRAID
DON’T BE 
AFRAID
TO USE ALL THE COLORS 
IN THE CRAYON BOX.

RUSTY OLSON
Civil Design Inc announces that Rusty Olson 
has joined the company as Director of 
Railroad Operations.  Mr. Olson has a strong 
background in railroad operations, track 
construction, and industrial development. 
Olson comes to CDI after seven years as 
a Regional Manager with the CSX Railroad 
and seven years as a Project Engineer and 
Conductor with the BNSF Railroad. Olson will 
direct and assist with railroad inspection and 
design for CDI clients, maintaining the highest 
level of service and expertise for which CDI is 
known.
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Chamber Ambassadors

The Brookings Area Chamber of Commerce 
staff and board of directors are excited to 
welcome all new Chamber investors. 

welcome!

SoDak Labs, Inc.
236 32ND AVE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006
P: 605.695.5980 | www.sodaklabs.com

Eponymous Brewing Company
126 MAIN AVE S | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.692.2739 | www.eponymousbrewing.com

Kool Beans Coffee & Roasterie
314 MAIN AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006
P: 605.692.2326  |  www.koolbeanscoffee.net

Eponymous Brewing Company
126 MAIN AVENUE S | BROOKINGS, SD 57006
P: 605.692.2739  |  www.eponymousbrewing.com

The Ugly Duckling
312 MAIN AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.695.6945

Farmhouse Fancy
312 MAIN AVENUE | BROOKINGS, SD 57006

P: 605.690.9674
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swiftelcenter.com
National Public Gardens Day
mccrorygardens.com
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Dakotaland FCU
509 N. Main Street
Redfield, SD 57469

*****ECRWSS*****
Local 
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

57350 Bring this ticket in for a 

FREE GIFT
We will be set up on the east side of the court 

February 1, 2014 : Double Header begins at 3:00 pm
Greeno Building: 502 E. 2nd Street - Redfield, SD

Dakotaland Night with the Pheasants

       Redfi eld – Doland Pheasants vs. Wessington Springs Spartans

www.dakotalandfcu.com

The LINK
414 Main Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

www.DakotalandFCU.com  
Brookings 697.5922 | Volga 627.5880

 415 8th St. S.

NO PAYMENTS  
for

60 DAYS
rates as low as

2.9% APR*

KEEP YOUR CAR
TRADE YOUR LOAN

Refinance Your Auto Loan Today

Postal Customer
*****ECRWSS*****

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 180

HURON SD 57350

The LINK
415 8th Street South
Brookings, SD 57006


