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i Ancient and Endangered Forests are defined as intact forest landscape mosaics, naturally rare forest types, forest types that 
have been made rare due to human activity, and/or other forests that are ecologically critical for the protection of biological 
diversity. Ecological components of endangered forests are: Intact forest landscapes; Remnant forests and restoration cores; 
Landscape connectivity; Rare forest types; Forests of high species richness; Forests containing high concentrations of rare 
and endangered species; Forests of high endemism; Core habitat for focal species; Forests exhibiting rare ecological and 
evolutionary phenomena. As a starting point to geographically locate Ancient and Endangered Forests, maps of High 
Conservation Value Forests (HCVF), as defined by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), and of intact forest landscapes (IFL), 
can be used and paired with maps of other key ecological values like the habitat range of key endangered species and forests 
containing high concentrations of terrestrial carbon and High Carbon Stocks (HCS). (The Wye River Coalition’s Endangered 
Forests: High Conservation Value Forests Protection – Guidance for Corporate Commitments. This has been reviewed by 
conservation groups, corporations, and scientists such as Dr. Jim Strittholt, President and Executive Director of the 
Conservation Biology Institute, and has been adopted by corporations for their forest sourcing policies). Key endangered forests 
globally are the Canadian and Russian Boreal Forests; Coastal Temperate Rainforests of British Columbia, Alaska and Chile; 
Tropical forests and peat lands of Indonesia, the Amazon and West Africa. Ancient and Endangered Forests are mapped in 
ForestMapper and further defined in A Quick Guide to Ancient and Endangered Forests. 
 
ii A good source to identify endangered, threatened and imperiled species is NatureServe’s Conservation Status rankings for 
imperiled species that are at high risk of extinction due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 20 or fewer), steep 
declines in populations, or other factors.      
 
iii Coastal temperate rainforests are rare and only ever covered 0.2% of the planet.  On Vancouver Island only 10% of Vancouver 
Island’s productive old growth rare coastal temperate rainforest remain.  These stands of 1,000-year old trees continue to be 
harvested despite their immense value to local communities for tourism.  Their accessibility and beauty is a remarkable global 
asset and Canopy is working to see these last stands protected. 
 
iv A legal conservation plan is now finalized for the Great Bear Rainforest.  On February 1st, 2016 the Government of British 
Columbia, First Nations, environmental organizations and the forest industry announced an Ecosystem-based Management 
framework that sets 85% of this region off limits to logging and stringent logging rules in the other 15%. Provided these 
agreements are fully implemented – sourcing from this Ancient and Endangered Forest region can be considered to be within 
sustainable levels. We encourage ongoing verification of this through renewal of Forest Stewardship Council certification.  
 
v Protection of Boreal Forests where the largest remaining tracts of forests are located worldwide is critical. Canada’s Boreal 
Forest contain the largest source of unfrozen freshwater world wide and are part of the world’s largest terrestrial carbon sink – 
equivalent to 26 years worth of global fossil fuel use. Canopy is committed to working collaboratively on the establishment of 
new protected areas, the protection of endangered species and the implementation of sustainable harvesting in Canada’s 
Boreal Forest. 
 
vi Indonesia experiences the second highest rate of deforestation among tropical countries, with the island of Sumatra standing 
out due to the intensive forest clearing that has resulted in the conversion of 70% of the island's forested area (FAO Forest 
Assessment 2010; Margono, B.A. et al. 2012). Canopy and our NGO partners are focused on forwarding lasting protection of 
the Leuser Ecosystem – the last place on earth where orangutans, tigers, elephants, rhinocerus and sun bears still co-exist.   
  
vii Legal forest management is management that complies with all applicable international, national, and local laws, including 

environmental, forestry, and civil rights laws and treaties.   

 
viii Plantations are areas planted predominately with non-native trees or other commercial plants.  Forests comprised of native 

species can also be managed as plantations, including via single species plantings on sites that would normally support multiple 

species, exclusion of other species via herbicide applications, short logging rotations that preclude the development of forest 

composition and structure, and/or other practices.   

 
ix Environmentally friendly fibre sources include: 

• Post-consumer recycled waste fibre 

• Pre-consumer recycled fibre 

https://canopyplanet.org/tools/forestmapper/
https://canopyplanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/CanopyQuickGuideAncientEndangeredForests.pdf


 

 

 

 
• Agricultural residue defined below 

• Fibre from FSC certified tenures (no controlled wood from controlled wood tenures) 
 
x Agricultural Residues are residues left over from food production or other processes and using them maximizes the lifecycle 
of the fibre. Fibres used for paper products include cereal straws like wheat straw, rice straw, seed flax straw, sugarcane 
bagasse, and rye seed grass straw. Where the LCA (life cycle analysis) shows environmental benefits and conversion of forest 
land to on purpose crops is not an issue, kenaf can also be included here. (Agricultural residues are not from on purpose crops 
that replace forest stands or food crops.) 
 
xi Paper Task Force Report and the Environmental Paper Network Paper Calculator. “The scientific basis for these conclusions 

is the analysis of the Paper Task Force, a three-year research project convened by Environmental Defense and involving Duke 

University, Johnson & Johnson, McDonald's, Prudential Insurance, and Time Inc.  The Paper Task Force examined 

environmental impacts through the full lifecycle of paper, along with economic and functional issues across major paper grades. 

Its findings were extensively peer-reviewed by scientists, academics, environmental experts, and government and industry 

representatives.” 

xii http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
 
xiii Unbleached, Process Chlorine Free (PCF) and Totally Chlorine Free (TCF) is preferred with ECF as a minimum. 
 

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/

