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Introduction

Kindergarteners are some of the best theolo-
gians! Their wonder, awe, and willingness to 
journey as they seek to make sense of God’s 

universe are energizing. The goal of this resource 
for Early Years educators and learners is to invite 
these young theologians – using provocations – to 
approach faith with the same wonder and joy they 
display as they explore the world of bugs or build 
block structures. The goal of a provocation is to 
nurture and expand thinking, prompt discussion, 
or explore a concept. The provocative nature of this 
resource is to invite educators to imagine how they 
might explore religious concepts with students, 
to support learners to make connections between  
everyday realities and faith, and to encourage an 
Early Years community to participate in natural and 
regular conversations about God – Jesus – the Spirit! 
In summary, to have a faith stance for all that happens 
in an Early Years context.

Each concept in this resource has two central provo-

cations: an image and a scripture passage. Also in-

cluded are some ideas for further explorations and 

a read-aloud possibility.

You choose which provocations you think will 

nurture the best wonderings in your students; you 

choose how many provocations the students need; 

you choose the order in which they may need them; 

you choose if the provocation is even the right one for 

your learners. At times, the scripture passage helps to 

make sense of the image; sometimes, the image helps 

makes sense of the scripture passage. Imagine this 

resource as a collection of starting points that, with 

your nurturing, listening, and adapting, will lead to a 

cycle of inquiry learning that will be revealed in faith-

ful dialogue with the students themselves. Be patient. 

Be a bridge builder between the hands-on activities 

and the faith focus. The potential explorations are not 

religion lessons as much as good learning activities 

within which connections to conversations about 

God and faith may happen.

The images are also available online at en.novalis.ca/

Sowing-Seeds-images. You can project them if that is 

best for your students.

Be bold when you proclaim scripture. That is, when 

possible, try to tell the story instead of simply reading 

it. Find a children’s bible that features good images, 

or find images online that depict the passage as you 

tell it. Experience God’s word with the children and 

let the Spirit prod you toward new insights.

To effectively use this resource, these concepts are 

important:

1. God is not brought to a context or activity or 
conversation; God already is. We simply need to 
step back and converse with our learning com-
munity about how and when we experience 
God through our questions, wonderings, dia-
logue, and the respect we have for one another.

2. Both teachers and students – the whole learn-
ing community – need to know how to be in-
quirers, how to be explorers. Just like we do 
not hand a student an unfamiliar tool and tell 
them to figure it out, we do not simply expect 
students to be inquirers without giving them 
some tools to do that. If your students need 
those tools, take some time to learn them to-
gether. Show pictures and talk together about 
what you see, and then model and invite a cu-
rious and inquiry mindset as you practise the 
skills together.

3. Consider this advice from Angela Eckhoff, an 
assistant professor of teaching and learning in 
the early childhood program at Old Dominion 
University in Virginia:

As teachers work to pose questions to 
prompt interest, the children work to 
delve further into their understandings 
through cycles of questioning, explora-
tion, and documentation. In inquiry-
driven classrooms, teacher question-
ing patterns associated with traditional 
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models of teaching—“Who can tell me 
the answer?”—are set aside in favor of 
open-ended exploratory questioning—
“What is happening here?”; “How do you 
know that?”; and “What else do we need 
to know?” As teachers move away from 
the “Guess what’s in my head?” question-
ing pattern, they model for their students 
a higher level of questioning that encour-
ages students to think about what they 
know and don’t know, when they need 
to find more information, and whether 
new information supports or extends 
their understandings. Questioning in 
this way helps to build skills that young 
children can take with them into future 
classrooms as they continue to learn and 
explore in new ways.

4. Inquiry is difficult to “contain” in a print re-
source. It cannot be boxed in, because at the 
heart of inquiry are trust and faith. Students 
will engage with meaning when and if they are 
ready. Learning cannot be forced or predeter-
mined. If we truly believe that we are compan-
ions on the journey, we need to nudge, sup-
port, and ask the right questions. We need to 
provide the artifacts, images, and experiences 
to engage students’ desire to explore concepts. 
Ultimately, it is student response that drives 
the next steps in any learning cycle. The ideas 
in this resource cannot guarantee that if you 
do this, you will get that. We do know that if 
you trust the learner, trust the Holy Spirit, and 
listen more than you tell, the learning will hap-
pen; the deeper questions will get asked. Ques-
tions of life and faith naturally arise in a place 
that welcomes it.

Inquiry ... requires more than simply an-
swering questions or getting a right an-
swer. It espouses investigation, explora-
tion, search, quest, research, pursuit, and 
study. It is enhanced by involvement with 
a community of learners, each learning 
from the other in social interaction.

5. God is God; we are not! God is so much bigger 
than our questions, provocations, and ideas. 
The more we try to box in God and students, 
the less learning depth we will probably experi-
ence with the learners. Trust that the students 

will help you to see where they most need to 
go to deepen their faith journey. Jesus did say, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life”!

6. Learning in the 21st century is an economy of 
ideas. One of our prime goals is to help students 
name, claim, and interact with ideas. Imagine 
Early Years students proposing theories about 
how and why God created the universe or ex-
amining together the intricate dynamics of a 
growing seed and making connections as to 
why Jesus talked about seeds so much. That is 
an economy of ideas!

7. The provocations are just that – provocations. 
Depending on the connections the students 
make with the image or the scripture passage 
or whatever provocation is chosen, the teacher 
may see other, more pertinent inquiries to ex-
amine. Obviously, it is difficult to name pre-
cisely where the learners will arrive. The hope 
is that wherever learners go, God and faith will 
be part of the conversations, with connections 
made to the religious education curriculum 
when possible.

8. Each learning focus offered in this book has 
been connected to one of the six tasks of cat-
echesis:

 * Promoting Knowledge of the Faith

 * Liturgical Education

 * Moral Formation

 * Teaching to Pray

 * Education for Community Life

 * Missionary Initiation

Here is more inquiry research to explore:

• K–12 Capacity Building Series: Inquiry-based 
Learning. www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynu-
meracy/inspire/research/CBS_InquiryBased.
pdf

• Helping Children’s Development of Inquiry 
Skills. http://prisci.net/IPSE/papers/3%20
IPSE%20Volume%201%20No%201%20
Wynne%20Harlen%20p%205%20-%2019.pdf

• To Inquire or Not to Inquire… Is that Really the 
Question? https://documentcloud.adobe.
com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:8c62
bb59-8d54-4e37-a31a-6d0bf17715ac/
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1. Community
We believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

church. (Education for Community Life)

We believe community is being the body of Christ. 

(Knowledge of the Faith)

Provocations

Do you want to start here?

 
Image

Show the students the picture. Ask questions and 
invite wonderings or theories about what is go-
ing on in the picture. Draw their attention to any 
parts of the picture that you feel might enhance 
the inquiry.

 * What do you see in this picture? How do people 

seem in the picture – happy, sad, something 

else? Why? Are people mostly doing things on 

their own or with others?

 * What do you think/what is your idea about what 

the artist wants us to see and understand? Is this 

like anything in our life together at school? Your 

life at home?

Do you want to start here?

 
Scripture

(Read from the class bible, making sure to substi-
tute more child-friendly words as needed based on 
the text given here)

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10: Two are better than one, 
because they have a good reward for their toil 
(work). For if they fall, one will lift up the other; 
but woe (sadness) to one who is alone and falls 
and does not have another to help.

 * What do you think God is telling us about work-

ing together?

 * Why do you say that?

 * How can we test that idea?

 * Do you think this is true?

 * Why or why not?

 * What things are best done alone? What things 

are best done together?

Scripture Context: Ecclesiastes is one of the 
wisdom books of the Old Testament. It wants read-
ers to understand that life lacks purpose without 
God, and it challenges humans to examine where 
they invest their energies.

Potential Exploration

 * Invite the students to explore community by 

participating in an activity that contains chal-

lenges that can only be done with two or more 

people. Consider: shadow art with a flashlight 

– one student creates the shadow with an object 

while another draws it. Or by creating complex 

patterns, with a third student carrying bulky 

items (a pretend delivery service).

As they process their learning, help them to name 

qualities of good teamwork.

 * What was easier: doing the shadows by yourself 

or with someone else? Why?

 * What helps us to do some things?

 * When is it hard to work with others?

 * If we need help sometimes or if we know some 

things are just better done with help, what about 

God?

 * Does God do everything by himself? Or who 

helps God?

Read-aloud Possibility: 
by Devin Scillian
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2. Our School Community
We believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

church. (Knowledge of the Faith)

We believe community is being the body of Christ. 

(Education for Community Life)

Provocations

Do you want to start here?  Image

Show the students the picture. Ask questions and 
invite wonderings or theories about what is going on 
in the picture. Draw their attention to any parts of 
the picture that you feel might enhance the inquiry.

 * What do you see in this picture? What do you 

notice is going on in the different spaces in the 

school?

 * Who seems to fit in this school? Was everyone 

doing the same thing at the same time? Why do 

you think that is?

 * Do you think every school looks like this? Why 

or why not?

 * How can you tell that God is part of this school? 

What makes you say that?

 * What evidence is there to tell us that God is with 

us at school?

Do you want to start here?  Scripture 

(Read from the class bible)

Matthew 18:19-20: Jesus, in speaking with his 
disciples, said: “Again, truly I tell you, if two of 
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.”

 * Why do you think Jesus tells us to talk to God 

together?

 * What do you think Jesus means when he says 

he is here with us when we gather together: for 

example, at school?

 * When do you talk to God with other people? 

What does it look like?

 * When do we talk to God together?

 * I feel connected to other people when we pray to-

gether, like I belong in this class. What about you?

Scripture Context: In this chapter of the Gospel 
of Matthew, Jesus has been teaching his disciples 
the importance of forgiveness and of working to-
gether to help them succeed as they live and pro-
claim God’s word to others.

Potential Explorations

 * Show the students what a blueprint looks like 

and how it shows what each space might be for. 

If possible, show them a blueprint of the school 

and ask them what they think it is, what it is for, 

and anything they notice about it.

 * Invite them to create a blueprint of your room 

or the school or to lay out the floor plan of the 

school with blocks. Challenge them to represent 

the presence of God in the space (cross? candle?) 

and to make sure there is space in the school for 

everyone – people who can walk, people who 

use a cane or wheelchair, people who cannot 

see, and so on.

 * Invite people with different roles in your school 

to come in and chat with the students, perhaps 

in small groups, about their jobs in the school 

and how they feel they are part of a community. 

Ponder with the students why that person seems 

to like working at their school.

Read-aloud Possibility: All Are Welcome by 
Alexandra Penfold and Suzanne Kaufman 
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