
Dear Religious Educators, Teachers and Administrators,

As we begin the difficult challenging of reopening our schools, one top priority is religious
education. As Canada’s Catholic publisher, we offer you affordable and quality catechetical 
resources to ensure that the children, youth and families of your school grow 
in faith and participate in the Sunday Eucharist. 

Attached you will find more information about the highly acclaimed Pflaum faith formation
program. Grounded in the Sunday Gospels and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies bring the Sunday readings alive and help kids and families understand 
more fully our faith. Rooted in the Sunday Eucharist, the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies foster 
and promote kids’ participation in the weekly celebration of the Eucharist.

One thing is clear about the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies: students, teachers and parents hear 
and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Pflaum faith formation program is the perfect 
catechetical resource for everyone in your school, inviting them to grow as disciples of Jesus.

Order your copies today! Provide the tools for your school community to learn the Gospel,  
love the Gospel and live the Gospel in their daily lives. Don’t miss out on this great adventure 
of faith, of discipleship, of service and of witness! Choose the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies 
faith formation program!

There are three easy ways to order now:
Phone:  1 800 387-7164
Fax:  1 855 393-1555
Email:  resources@novalis.ca

Know that we are here to serve you. As your partners in ministry, we offer to you everything 
you need to nurture and grow your school’s faith life.

Yours in Christ,

 
 
 
Joseph Sinasac 
Publishing Director

Here is your sneak preview of the New! Pflaum Gospel Weeklies
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C A L L  N OVA L I S  AT  1  8 0 0  3 8 7- 7 1 6 4
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8 : 3 0  A M  -  5 : 0 0  PM  E T  MO N DAY- F R I DAY

Complete Liturgical Catechesis
Preschool through Grade 8



THE METHOD
Each child’s lesson is based on the Gospel
the Church proclaims on Sunday. Lessons 
connect the Gospel to the children’s lives
and to the doctrine that springs from
the Gospel message. Thirty-two doctrinal 
themes repeat each year. The Activity Books 
and the Catechism handbooks—What
the Church Believes and Teaches correlate
to those themes.

This liturgical catechesis keeps students and 
their families closely connected to the liturgical 
cycles of the Church Year, while providing 
thorough instruction in the faith.

SUPPORT FAMILY CATECHESIS
The Method: Centered on 
the Liturgy
Pfl aum Gospel Weeklies works in a traditional 
classroom setting. But the lessons are also 
designed to be used at home to involve 
parents through a variety of family-friendly 
resources, such as the “Family Corner” in each 
lesson and the “Gospel at Home” found online.

Support Mass Attendance
Every lesson is connected to the Sunday 
liturgy. Even if families do not regularly attend 
Sunday Mass, they hear the Gospel through 
the lessons sent home each week.

THE BEST AND ONLY
ALTERNATIVE

TO EXPENSIVE TEXTBOOKS

The Pfl aum Gospel Weeklies Faith Formation Program fl ows from 
Jesus’ teachings in the Sunday Gospels. Children learn their faith—
including what we believe as Catholics, the liturgy and sacraments, 
morality, and prayer—within the rhythms and seasons of the 
Liturgical Year.

CALL NOVALIS AT 1 800 387-7164 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PLACE AN ORDER2



STUDENT LESSONS 

Each Pfl aum Gospel Weeklies
lesson presents the Sunday Gospel 
using developmentally appropriate 
activities and stories. 

Every week, the children proclaim the Gospel 
together, and through prayer, song, and 
activities, learn the related Church teaching 
and doctrine.

1

EXPANDED TEACHING GUIDES
Simple, direct, and customized 
lesson plans link Gospel and 
doctrine—and apply both
to a child’s lived experience.

Teaching Guides contain both flexible 5-day 
lesson pacing guides for Catholic schools and 
60- and 90-minute sessions for parish programs.

2
CATECHISM HANDBOOKS 
What the Church Believes and 
Teaches

The Catechism handbooks, one for each 
level of the program, contain all the most 

important Church teachings to reinforce, review,
and summarize the lessons. One handbook
will be included with each order; extra handbooks 
can be orderd separately.

3

Because lessons are not bound as a book, children 
receive a new lesson each week. There’s no forgetting 
to bring your book to class. Following the three-year 
lectionary cycle of the Sunday Gospels, lessons are 
written new each year. This ensures that they are 
fresh, up-to-date, engaging, and refl ect Church 
events, and current issues and events in the world.
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Venture: Lead fourth-
to sixth-graders in making 
moral choices and exploring 
and expanding faith. 
Dramatizations, current events, 
and original stories link the 
Gospel to kids’ own lives. 
Saints’ lives (illustrated 
as comics) and 
imaginative activities 
demonstrate application
of the Gospel message.

CATECHISM HANDBOOKS FOR EVERY AGE LEVEL

A copy of the What the Church Believes and Teaches
Catechism Handbook is provided with each class set

in the beginning of the year and covers 
all the Church teachings that are 
necessary and appropriate for that
age group—organized according
to the four pillars of the Catechism
of the Catholic Church. The handbooks 
are integrated into every lesson plan 
and can be used for reference and 
review. Extra copies can be ordered
separately.

PRE-
SCHOOL

GRADES 
4-6

GRADES 
7-8

Seeds: Welcome preschoolers to Jesus’ love for 
them! Colorful hands-on activities provide a lively way 
for young children to experience the Gospel. Each 
week, Seeds will help you teach preschoolers the way 
they learn best: through talking, cutting and folding, 
listening—and through singing out with love and joy!

Promise: Help K-1 children begin to participate
in worship with an active understanding. 
Storytelling, prayer, and fun activities relate children’s 
own experiences to the Gospel. Bright colors and 
interactive activities engage young learners. 

Good News: Guide second- and third-grade children 
to more involvement in Sunday worship as they 
see how the Sunday readings tie to their own lives. 
Realistic stories and Gospel narrations—plus fun-to-
do, hands-on activities—support formative learning. 

GRADES
2-3

GRADES 
K-1

Visions: Emphasize social 
justice, moral reasoning, 
and service for junior-high 
students through current event 
articles, life-dilemma stories, 
and real Christian-life examples. 
Discussion starters help young 

teens explore links between 
today’s issues, the Sunday 
readings, and their 
own lives.

STUDENT MATERIALS

STUDENT 
FOLDERS

— NOW AVAILABLE —

Beautiful, high-quality folders 
to encourage organization and 

stimulate creativity!
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TEACHING GUIDES

PRESCHOOL TO GRADE 8

Teaching Guides contain flexible weekly pacing guides for all 
programs—whether your class meets once a week for 60 or 
90 minutes, or 20 minutes every weekday in a Catholic school 
setting. Options for take-home activities are also included.

CATECHISM 
HANDBOOKS*
provide instruction on 
doctrine integrated 
into the overall lesson, 
presented consistently 
between the Gospel 
and a related activity. 

In the older levels, 
CATHOLIC FAITH 
WORD in each lesson 
helps young people 
build their knowledge 
of the language of the 
faith.

GATHERING AND 
CLOSING PRAYERS
welcome the children 
and send them off 
with a blessing or an 
expression of gratitude 
for your time together.

The LESSON WRAP-UP 
section allows you 
to send home related 
activities and weekly 
assessment templates 
that can be done one-
on-one with a parent.

The Teaching Guides include a catechetical overview and scope 

and sequence chart for each of the four units. The guides 

are available in a ready-to-print format at gospelweeklies.com.

*The Subcommittee on the Catechism, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, has found this catechetical series, Pflaum Gospel Weeklies: 
What the Church Believes and Teaches, copyright 2019, to be in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

FREE
WITH THE 
PROGRAM

Teaching Guide

Guides available in
Spanish and English at
gospelweeklies.com

Unit 2: We Prepare Our Hearts for Jesus

Contents
For Catechists and Teachers     page 2

Unit 2: Scope and Sequence     pages 2–3

Lesson Plan, November 18 • 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time   pages 4–7

Lesson Plan, November 25 • Solemnity of Christ the King   pages 8–11

Lesson Plan, December 2 • 1st Sunday of Advent      pages 12–15

Lesson Plan, December 9 • 2nd Sunday of Advent      pages 16–19

Lesson Plan, December 16 • 3rd Sunday of Advent      pages 20–23

Lesson Plan, December 23 • 4th Sunday of Advent     pages 24–27

Lesson Plan, December 25 & January 6 • Christmas & Epiphany   pages 28–31

Lesson Plan, January 13 • Baptism of the Lord      pages 32–35

2018–2019 Scope and Sequence     page 36

Grades 4, 5, 6

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time—Baptism of the Lord
November 18, 2018—January 13, 2019
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Family 
Guide

Register at gospelweeklies.com/sign-up 
to receive an email alert when each new 
Family Guide is available.

Copyright © 2017 Pflaum 
Publishing Group, a division of 
Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH

This Week’s Gospel: John 10:1–10
Sunday’s Gospel describes Jesus as a good 
shepherd, who has come so that his followers 
might have life to the fullest. Shepherds lead, 
protect, and provide for their sheep. Shepherds 
know their sheep and the sheep know the 
shepherd’s voice. In Jesus’ time, shepherds 
slept at the entrance to the sheepfold like a gate 
that keeps the sheep in. Jesus is the gateway to 
the Christian community. Baptism makes us 
members of that community.

Exploring the Gospel Message
 Seeds (Preschool): Children love the image of 
the Good Shepherd and his care for the animals. 
The image can help your child notice God’s care 
in the family that surrounds them with love 
and provides food, shelter, and a safe and happy 
place to be.

 Promise (Grades K-1): Your child played 
a game to discover how to care for others and 
who cares for him or her. Ask your child to tell 
the family why Jesus called himself the Good 
Shepherd. Make a list of ways your family can 
show love and care for others.

 Good News (Grades 2-3): Your child learned 
about some events in the life of St. Peter after 
the Resurrection. Ask your child to tell the 
family about the mission Jesus gave the Apostles 
before he returned to heaven. Talk, too, about 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd and decide on 
ways your family can share the Good News 
with others.

 Venture (Grades 4-6): Jesus called himself 
the Good Shepherd. Talk together about the 
lessons of the Good Shepherd Gospel and how 
Jesus calls us each by name. Ask your child to 

retell the story “Get on the Bus.” The Sisters 
asked members of their community what their 
needs were, and then formed a plan to address 
them. Spend some time talking about some 
needs in your community that could use your 
family’s time and caring.”

 Visions (Grades 7-8): In class, your child 
explored the metaphor of Jesus as the sheep gate 
for entry into God’s family. They read about 
Father Stanley Rother, a missionary and martyr, 
who gave his life for the people he loved. The 
young people also discussed the popularity of 
Psalm 23, in which David sees the Lord as his 
shepherd. Does your family experience God 
as your loving shepherd and do you see Jesus 
as your Good Shepherd? Talk about ways 
your family can bring the message of the Good 
Shepherd to others. Plan a summer project that 
provides help to those in need.

Pray Together
Pray together Psalm 23, the Good Shepherd 
Psalm. Ask God to care for your family and 
keep you safe. Promise one another that you 
will always try to “dwell in the house of the 
Lord” all your days.

The Gospel at Home

May 7th
4th Sunday
of Easter

FOR CATECHISTS AND TEACHERS
Our new and improved website off ers
a simple way for teachers and catechists
to access all the resources for their class. 
Many resources are available in both 
English and Spanish.

Each level of the Weeklies offers a large variety 
of tools, activities, and additional teaching 
materials for use at school and home such as:

• Online copies of teaching guides

• Special activities throughout the year with 
seasonal interest

• Videos to coordinate with the week’s lesson

• Additional lessons to use early in the school 
year and after the last lesson of the program

• Videos presented by our editors offer 
background information and tips on teaching 
each week’s lesson

·NEW THIS YEAR! Online, interactive 
assessments available for Grades 2-8 
for each lesson and for each full unit

Plus so much more!

FOR DIRECTORS
Directors have additional tools, such 
as a handbook with Catechist Training 
materials and plans for using the program 
with families in RCIA as a Home-Schooling 
program or in a Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word.

Family Catechesis
The Gospel for All Ages is 
the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies
Family Catechesis Program 
which is a simple and 
effective way to use the 
materials of our liturgically 
based periodicals as the 
cornerstone of parish-wide 
catechesis for your families. 

PLUS MANY MORE RESOURCES TO SHARE 
WITH YOUR FAMILIES
Many resources are 
available online for families 
to download and use at 
home. Print and send home 
activities, send links home 
in a weekly newsletter, 
or encourage families to 
visit often to grow in faith 
together.

gospelweeklies.com

Available for PGW customers, our revised Pfl aum Gospel Weeklies website 
has easy navigation, interactive lesson and unit assessments, and much more!

GROWblog
Subscribe to our GROW Blog and receive weekly links to Sunday 
Gospel reflections as well as timely teaching resources and links
to additional classroom and at-home activities, upcoming feast day 
printables, and relevant videos.

ONLINE RESOURCESONLINE RESOURCES

CALL NOVALIS AT 1 800 387-7164 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PLACE AN ORDER6



FROM THE PUBLISHER

Liturgical catechesis prepares for the sacraments by promoting a deeper understanding 
and experience of the liturgy. � is explains the contents of the prayers, the meaning
of the signs and gestures, educates to active participation, contemplation and silence.
It must be regarded as an “eminent kind of catechesis.” (GDC, 216)

Distributed exclusively in Canada by Novalis Publishing.

CALL NOVALIS AT 1 800 387-7164 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO PLACE AN ORDER.

Pflaum Gospel Weeklies is a systematic liturgical catechetical program 
centered in Jesus Christ. This formation approach naturally links to the 
Sunday Mass and the Eucharist. 

A recent Pew Research Center survey found that only one-third of U.S. 
Catholics believe that the Eucharist is the true Body and Blood of Christ. 
At Pflaum, we are determined to help improve this sobering statistic. 
Therefore, beginning in 2020-21, each lesson at every level will include a 
new feature to promote understanding of and devotion to the Eucharist: a quote taken from Scripture, Church 

teaching, papal documents, saints, 
and models of faith. The quote 
will be presented in each student 
lesson, so children and parents 
alike can learn about the Eucharist 
every week.

Each of the program’s 32 lessons focuses on a unique doctrinal theme that connects the Sunday Gospel
to the Catechism of the Catholic Church. In addition to providing a thorough grounding in faith and Scripture,
the program also draws the children in through connections to current events and real-life stories.

Talk to your sales representative today to learn more about the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies today!

God bless,

David Dziena
Publisher, Pflaum Publishing Group
David Dziena

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that 
I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.” (John 6:51)

Lo
rd

 Je
su

s, y

ou are truly present. Am
en!

Follow David on Twitter 
(@catechisthelp)

Fax: 1 855 393-1555 - Email: resources@novalis.ca

Follow us on Instagram 
(#gospelweeklies)

Like us on Facebook at 
Pflaum Publishing Group 
(@pflaumgroup)



Call 1 800 387-7164
Fax: 1 855 393-1555 - Email: resources@novalis.ca

*Order consists of entire purchase, NOT per student package.

Pricing guide for 2020-2021

One Teaching Guide is provided FREE with orders* of 10 copies or more.

Prices below reflect the entire year (4 total shipments).

Select the appropriate edition for each
of your classes. 10+ Copies 2-9 Copies Single Copies

Preschool $17.50 each $27.95 each $40.95

Grades K-1 $17.50 each $27.95 each $40.95

Grades 2-3 $17.50 each $27.95 each $40.95

Grades 4-6 $19.50 each $27.95 each $40.95

Grades 7-8 $19.50 each $27.95 each $40.95

The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.
Each student copy includes 32 weekly lessons. Each class set contains one copy of the handbooks.

Additional catechism handbooks can be purchased individually at $5.95/ea.
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ACTIVITY BOOKS for every level.
Each book contains 32 activities, one for each lesson. Activities
relate to the Gospel and Doctrinal themes. Sample topics include:
The Ten Commandments, The Beatitudes, The Corpal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy and Holy Days of Obligation. 

MUSIC COLLECTIONS for the Pfl aum Gospel Weeklies,
featuring songs by well-known Catholic composer John Burland.

Each set contains 2 CDs correlated to the seasons of the Liturgical 
Year. Each CD set includes acclamations that can be used for prayer 
and when transitioning to the Gospel portion of each lesson.

$33.50 EACH DOUBLE CD

Plus

$33.50
EACH ACTIVITY BOOK

The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.The unit price is based on your total quantity of student copies for all editions combined.

WHAT THE CHURCH BELIEVES AND TEACHES HANDBOOK
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Order Form
Name:  ___________________________________________________
Position:    ❑ DRE     ❑ Principal     ❑  ________________________
__________________________________________________________
Parish/School: ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________
Email address: ____________________________________________

Add Subtotals 1 and 2 $
Shipping $32** $

TOTAL $

 Item # Product Price Qty   Amount
Music CDs

203640 Seeds CD Set $33.50
203641 Promise/Good News CD Set $33.50
203642 Venture/Visions CD Set $33.50

What the Church Believes and Teaches
183466 Seeds Handbook $5.95
183475 Promise Handbook $5.95
183484 Good News Handbook $5.95
183493 Venture Handbook $5.95
183502 Visions Handbook $5.95

Activity Books
203643 Seeds Activity Book $33.50
203644 Promise Activity Book $33.50
203645 Good News Activity Book $33.50
203646 Venture Activity Book $33.50
203647 Visions Activity Book $33.50

Packaged Pricing (Activity Books)
206122 Seeds & Promise & Good News $85.50
206123 Venture & Visions $56.95

Catechist/Teacher Resource Packs Save 20% Pack Special Price
203648 Seeds Activity Book + CD set $53.95
203649 Promise Activity Book + CD set $53.95
203650 Good News Activity Book + CD set $53.95
203651 Venture Activity Book + CD set $53.95
203652 Visions Activity Book + CD set $53.95

(2) Subtotal  $

Edition Total Qty Total Amount
                        

                   
                                    

               

(1) Subtotal  $

Promo Code: 2006PF **Shipping consists of 4 shipments/year. Each shipment costs $8 for a total cost of $32.

If you would like to received the tax rates
for your province, call us at 1 800 387-7164
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