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HEN I drowe over the lase hill on a dire oack
o get o the shearing shed at Glemwood, jost
a mite east of Wellington, I was amazed o see
be 100 vehicles al
F?}wasm]ﬂm HMMWME annsal sale and
wain't expecring such a huge murnowt, and for every-
one else to be there two hours belfore kick-off,

But that seams (o be the intersst penerated by the
St ing Skin (SRS Merinas been breed-
ing r.::DmMm omies, p{am-'h-ndndmm thar propo-
feens 13y have an incredible number of advantages
over their traditional wrinkly rivals.

“I'mvery rwith the rambers of that are
here moday ir's abways exeitng o be oo sheowr
off your genencs and see the improvernent thar we're
getting year in, year out, its great,” Morm said in be-
tween talking to potential buayers about the mernits of
his variows kois.

“our draweard i the wool whiteness and woal qual-
icy, but it's also abowt the eaty care type of SRS sheep
that we're producing and it an animal that’s comfort-
abile in its envirorument and it thrives in a wet season
lilkee this, where we've had 27 inches of rain simee chey
were lyer sharn in Mareh and they're sl besse fully
white, to dry years where they™ve gof resilience and
they thrive in a dry environment as well, 5o it about
an all-pond animal that's easy care™

orrm says his operation shifted o the SRS genencs
aimed parely af improving wool qualiey boe tasd that
experience has shown the type is light years ahead of
the maditional mering genetics.

“By taking the wrinkle off the sheep you makes the
anirnal mase efficiene, ie wants mo have more lamba, i
becomes more fertle, it doesn get fhstrike as muoch
as your radidenal sheep does 50 its moTe easytare
5o it's mare comfortable in its environment and then
what we're Anding i char becanse ir's mare ferile ir's
actoally more prafieable for ud becrsie we've $of more
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shesp o sell, we've gor 2 higher genetic - parisans his producers have been hearing.
marnover becase we've gof more theep on “Things like meighboring propercies,
the groond every year so there's all sorts 'm going one of our producers had wvirmmally no
of advantages, there's really not a negative tocreatea strike in 6000 sheep and there weme 2000
about SRS sheep,” Norm said. LoveMerino  struck on the body out of the 5000 sheep
"J:nme:?d far r:l‘l.emlauﬂw VEATE we've headeguarters, next door, ald tglzsﬂmemmunng
maintained over 130 percent larmbing awool CORITAEIOT SVET manth ar 5o
with cur ewe flock we're consistently get- “The tipping point for us will be when
ting over 120 percent, this year we're 127 headguarters, people realise how much extra maney they
pmummweﬁuﬂwgmm:he:ﬂdm not just for can ma},gﬂnnmgmhmﬂgwgpﬂ.
are geiring over 126 percen: lambing, so  LoweMerino and centages and growth rates and our young
iy ammaring whae the merine ean ds when [ want to create Lamribs amd o0 farth and we peodose jost a5
vou zet nd of the burden of wrinkles, is mwch wool and a better quality woal, the
what T like to say” employment ;0 i 243 up o more meney for
He believes so many wmed vp  andhavethe  jess effore” he said.
m pay soch good prices anse of the  cutting, sewing, Cm the back of these emvironmentally
FHTﬂ;lEJ'-‘H stack up, and r:fur: gﬂi 1;,-",_;_].:“ mamﬁﬁ:’: wzunamrlén soil rmnrﬁﬁ:u;f dl:ﬂ per-
peoples are beginning o e Wﬂlﬂlﬂtﬂl oenk ground cover 100 pencent ome,
ing good SRS sheep a far eager sell Issomethingfor narive grasses, and alse vsing the animals
Added to thar, because SRS generics olr town and o actually improve the soil by eating the
larpely eliminate the need for mulesing, olr grass and then distnbuting their manune
its 2 win-win, not having to worry about iilizing holisdic grazing management.
:;nalng;hu groups knocking down the ‘cos weneed to Now a new chapeer is unfolding with
. bring ndustry¥  a company called LoveMering set to pro-
“Ir eakes & lor of that burden away and hack to sonxall diace high qualsey produces from thsie owmn
no=cove likes to do the mulesing, that's one LOWILS superfing wool, with the aim of gelting as

of the things that the pressure came on

bt it was something thac's really easy o

ber go becanse it's nor a nice d'u.:l;!':n d;}ra:l}wa}',“xm
wasd.

Dr Jim Watts, SRS Mering chief scientist and breasd-
ing consuliant, says this rainy season has put these ge-
nedics o the et

They're plain-badied sheep and when you look along
thedr eop line when they're freshly shaen chere's ab-
solutely mo pin-wrinkls there so when they're in wet
times there'’s nething to rap the medsture at skin leveal
and fieece rof and body strike going — our shesp
juse dry owt wery quiskly, even undar exnmemely wed
condiriand ™ Dr Watts wxid, pednsing to anecdoeal com-

mpch behind the scenes supply chain hap-
pening in Wellingion as chey can.

Pip Smith sad the concept has been on the back-
burner for at leawe 5 decads.

wed go dowm to the MNewcastle waaol sales and all
gur weal would get sold and its beautiful, everyone
lowved it and you eould never see where it ended up,”

“The Japanese and Iralian and Chinese woubd buy
howewver much of our wool and then they'd mix it up
with low quality wool that shoukd probably go indo &-
derdowns and formiture — they'd mox it becavse they
had & pirses range that they had oo sriek o oo chep'd mix
this bemriful wool and we always chaught we'd love i
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b able 0o iTace our wood

“When my kids were little 1 wsed (o buy NZ Men-
no Kids preduces and I loved ic and said o Norm, we
should do chis, and becasse [ love mering [ thought we
should eall i Loveddering,” the said,

Pip says regional Avstralia has a story o tell, and
believes that enlightened consumers will pay for the
pm'ﬂe-;edweannglugh qualiry garments when chey

w where it came from, and how and whiy i was
pu'bd‘u'l:'td

“We want to sell our story about holistic manage-
menk, the ethical oeatment of animal, the native
grasses, che fzer we don't mubes and we want m grow
ie dleraly, we dan't wans o becomme a millisan dallsr in-
dustry owernight, wamnt bo grow showdy and keep it as a
Family business,” Fip said.

“Hawing five kids, I want all cur children to come
back o rural Ansrralia @ don’t care what chey do as
lang a4 they're happy and safe but 1 think we need
to encourage kids to come back o rural Ausiralia be-
cause thar's what runs Aosmalia and there's been this
drive I think that everyone's gof (o £0 00 URIVErsity
and get these biz jobs and T chink we've lost sight, we
don't need b0 earm that kind of money, you can live in
the and bay a beautiful home ot a little farm
or a lictke k of land and do so muoch for roral and
regianal

"y icbea 10 phar we've goc a farm, fve kids, we can't

split the fatm ingo Hwve, we can't give every kid a farm,
52 maybe this is a famdly bosiness that T can add on e
the farm that maybe one or two of the children might
be able mo take on one day if chat's whar chey want o
do,* the said.

Pip's consultants wanted her to arrange all the pack.
aging and distmibwdon and cutting and sewing o be
done in Sydney, but in the longer term she says that's
nod gOing o happen.

1 want to, once I get this right, and 1 know I will get
# right, 1 want to bring distribusicn back to Welling-
tom, do it ar home, and as ic gets bi I'm going to
open & space in Wellingoan EEMEEH =

't gOing to Lﬂm:!.m-emmm headquarters, 3
uvihaﬂqmﬂramﬂpﬁtfwmjuﬂnmdem
o create employment and have the cutting, sewing,
distmtocion, ereare a space in Wellington thai is some-
thing for cur cown and cur communicy becmnse we
fised o bring industry back bo srall towms,

“wellington should be the Vauchuse of Dubbo, watch
chis - Bl and Ry have shown us
mmha{:lpen,“ said. it

The Fact the SRS theep are so realisnt i1 A big factar
in making the family take this gamble, another 15 that
the word &5 demanding wool from sheep that dom't
have o be mulesed, 50 using breeds where fysmike
Ean'r A bease pives che venmore 3 runming srarr soeord-
N bo JiFn Wares,

“Theres a live and active trade in un-miabeted meri-
ne wool in Australia now and we're connected in with
spinmers and weavers who are looking, as other peo-
ple are, o producing un-rmualesed merns sheep and
they're very interested in whae we've achieved gened-
cally,” Dr Watts said,

“As a group of 40 mering studs in Australia, we
stopped mulesing at ocur first stud in 2004, miast of
them by 2004 and the last of them by 2008 and we
gimply did i becawse we didn’t need o, i joir meant
less for us to do and the lambs grew better for mazket,

“These plain-bodied sheep that we're breeding are
T rembient, ft, healthy animals, they the
meuljs:}:?;lﬂnnm q;ua.l:r;' wool which we mmmm
spinmers and weavers processes just so muoch berrer,
and 3 better quality praduoer and more efficiently, 20in
permis of our customars that we're reaching for the sale
of our wood, it's un-muolesed, it's soft and silky and it
processes inm fabulous produets,” he said.

“It's the way the world's gaing, we're not producing
wool far people po by thar consumers are acmoally the
anes who are demanding non-mulesed products o
that's the way we need b0 go and the indusiry needs (o
wake up and do the same,” Korm said.

LoveMering a Laumich lase w and
will lzomeh h?aaj?}?dm Fﬂrﬁmﬂm & Hm'e:lﬂrf [
chick aut www lovemering com s for mone detatls.



