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Yet John faced this situation in the church of 
his day and he called on all those indulging 

in duplicitous practices to stop. He concluded his 
message in this section with a word of hope: To all who 
confess their sin, there is cleansing, forgiveness and renewed 
fellowship with God.

Character of God
“This is the message which we have heard from Him 

and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness 
at all” (literally, “not one single bit of darkness”; I John 1:5).

What John and the apostles heard was a direct message 
from God the Father through Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son 
of God (cf. John 1:18). It unveiled the nature and character of 
God the Father and His Son. This was a new revelation and 
John and the other apostles were commissioned to “declare” 
to the world what they had received from Jesus.

Fellowship with God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ is the message the 
apostle John proclaims throughout this epistle. For believers to have fellowship 
with God, they must walk in the light revealed by His Word. A professing 
believer cannot claim to know God and say he walks in God’s light while 
indulging in habitual sin.

Fellowship
With God

John’s message is both positive 
and negative when it comes to 
explaining God’s nature. His 
declaration “God is light” (I John 1:5) 
implies more than the absence of 
darkness. It does not say God has 
light or created light but that He is 
uncreated light, which states the 
essence of God’s nature.

Scripture says God was covered 
with light (Psalm 104:2) and dwelt 
in unapproachable light (I Timothy 
6:16) before He created anything. 
Throughout Scripture, light 
symbolizes God’s purity, holiness, 
virtue, morality, truth, character 
and glory. Thus light best defines 
and describes God’s true nature.

John added, “and in Him is 
no [Greek, “no, not in any way”] 
darkness at all” (I John 1:5; cf. James 
1:17). He emphasized there is not a 
bit of darkness in God. Darkness, 
like light, is used symbolically in 
Scripture and always speaks of evil, 
wickedness and deception; and it 
ultimately leads to death.

by David M. Levy



PRAYER and THANKS:
Your financial contributions 

and prayer support are a 
tremendous help as we 
endeavor to assist those who 
are committed to bringing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to 
the unsaved, in the part of the 
world where God has placed 
them, by supplying them with 
gospel literature. God has 
promised that His Word will 
not return unto Him void. Wherever it is faithfully proclaimed, souls 
are being saved. Thank you for helping us do that daily.

In our August letter to you, we requested your help, especially for 
the repairing of the roof of our building. We are so grateful that this 
need was met in its entirety with some extra funds to help us meet 
the ongoing needs of our ministry. God has called you and me to tell 
people of God’s love for them and that He died for them on a cross 
to redeem them from sin and to accept them as part of His family. 
His gift of salvation is free to any who admit that they are a sinner, 
that they need a Savior and who invite Him into their hearts and 
lives. Today is still the day of grace and Jesus is standing at the door 
of their heart, entreating them to open it so that He may enter in. So 
many signs point to the soon return of Jesus Christ for His Church. 
Let us be willing to point as many as we can to Jesus Christ while the 
opportunity is still open to us.

Again, please remember that our expenses for printing and postage 
costs especially are something that we face constantly. Many of you 
are so faithful in sending in your support on a regular basis. That helps 
us to plan our printing orders as well as the orders that come in each 
day which generate huge postage costs. Your faithfulness through 
prayers and gifts encourages us greatly!

One of our distributors lives in Sri Lanka where the majority of 
people do not know Jesus Christ personally. Rohitha Fernando has 
several people who assist him in distributing gospel tracts in towns 
and villages and he often travels by bicycle to get to the places that 
God is calling him to. Pray for him that the Lord will protect him as 
there is considerable persecution from time to time.

– Editor & Staff
CLOSING THOUGHT -

Have you ever asked the Lord to make you like Him? Have you ever 
desired the fruit of the Spirit and prayed for sweetness, gentleness 
and love? I’m sure you have, but just remember to be bold and not fear 
the fierce storms that at one time or another blow through each of our 
lives. The truth is that storms do indeed bring blessings, and rich fruit 
will be harvested later. Henry Ward Beecher.

PRAISE REPORT:
“…It is good for me to draw near to God; I 

have put my trust in the Lord God that I may 
declare all His works.” Psalm 73:28

Time spent with God is an important 
moment when we engage with our 
Heavenly Father. God comes near to us 
as we draw near to Him. He has assured 
us that He will be with us always. (See 
Matthew 28:20). There are often times 
when we put off praying because of our 
struggles with temptations, forgetting 
that we can approach God’s throne of 
grace with confidence and receive mercy 
and grace to help us in our time of need.*

Our faith will grow during the storms 
in our lives. They say that the strongest 
trees in the forest are not found in the 
thick shelter but out in the open, where 
winds from every direction bear down on 
them. These fierce winds bend and twist 
them until they become giant in stature.

It is the same in our spiritual world. 
When we meet a person of great spiritual 
stature, we will find that his path of 
faith has not only been one of sorrow 
and joy, suffering and healing comfort, 
tears and smiles, trials and victories, but 
also hardships, dangers, persecutions, 
misunderstandings and distress. In times 
like these we need to remember that “in 
all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37).*

Mark 11:24 tells us that “…when you 
pray, believe that you receive…” Once 
we tell the Lord that “I am yours,” He 
answers back, “you are Mine.” When 
we are willing to boldly confess Christ 
as our Savior, He has bound Himself to 
make this truth a reality. But we must be 
willing to study His Word often and put 
its precepts into practice. True peace will 
follow when we are willing to surrender 
every part of our lives to Him, daily.*

by John Harder
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every month. I find it very inspirational as well 
as instructional, which is a tremendous blessing. I am 
enclosing some Euros as a donation to your ministry 
and would like to request some tracts. I pray God’s 
richest blessings on all of you.”

Miracle Chukwu, Ekiti State, Nigeria:
“I want to thank you for your help to our 
ministry of missions. There are literally 

hundreds of thousands of students at our universities 
who need to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. We can use 
as many pieces of literature as you are able to send us to
distribute in these educational institutions. We are 
praying that God will meet your needs to help you cover 
all your expenses. We will be so grateful if you can send 
us another large supply soon.”

D. Patterson, USA: (Inmate)
“I am a prisoner in a United States prison and 
was saved six years ago because people like you 

were willing to share the gospel with us. I am growing 
in the Lord every day. The literature that you continue 
to send me has helped me learn more about God and 
His love and grace for me. As a prisoner my finances 
are very limited, but I want to thank you for caring 
about me and sending your Newsletter for me to read. I 
pray that God will bless you and help you to strengthen 
others, just as you are doing for me.”

Pastor Cyril Mersereau, Canada:
“Please know that your ministry is very much 
appreciated. I pray that it will continue until 

our Savior returns, which may be reasonably soon. Our 
nation is in great spiritual need at this hour.”

El-Elyon Ministries, Trinidad:
“We greet you in the precious Name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. We wish to express 

thanks and gratitude to you for your great support in 
supplying us with gospel tracts for many years. Your 
service has been of great importance to us since it is
one of our main interests in evangelizing. These 
tracts are distributed and are reaching many lives and 
drawing them into the Kingdom of God. We are once 
again in need of another supply and would be grateful 
for your help. We thank you in anticipation and pray 
that God will continue to bless you richly.”

Edward Condart, USA: (Inmate)
“I am writing to thank you for the shipment of 
gospel tracts. They went fast, like water being 

dropped on a forest fire. The Lord knows the souls of 
the men here who were thirsty. Right now I am not 
requesting any more tracts, but please keep sending me
your Newsletter. I pray that you will receive all the 
funds you need so that you can continue printing these 
wonderful gospel tracts. Thank you so much for your 
dedication to the Lord. You have helped us so much.”

New Testament Baptist Church, 
Negros Oriental, Philippines:

“Thank you for permitting us to use your gospel 
tracts for our mountain extension work about 

three hours north of us. We have very few left and 
would appreciate your sending us another 10,000 tracts 
in English, Tagalog and Cebuano.”

Nancy Kulik, Northern Ireland:
“Greetings to you in our dear Lord and Savior’s 
Name, Jesus! I am writing to sincerely thank 

you for sending me your Newsletter, THE EVANGELIST, 

around the World

3The next person you meet may need to meet Christ.

fromyourMissionaries
Eileen Browne, Canada:

“What a wonderful ministry you have. Your 
literature is wonderful to read and to share. 

It is such a privilege to share in your ministry of 
giving out God’s Word in various ways, especially 
through these great little messengers of print – 
short and to the point. I pray God will bless you 
richly for your faithfulness.” 



by Douglas Miller

Sanctification:
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people to Christ, but we fail to show them 
the way into the full will of God for their lives 
– the Spirit-filled life.

The passages in First Thessalonians make 
it clear that every believer is to be wholly 
sanctified. Each part of us – spirit, soul and 
body – is to be so totally consecrated to God 
that we shall be blameless at the coming of 
Christ. This is how Jesus Christ was in His 
humanity and He now lives to bring about 
the same level of life in all those who are 
committed to Him.

A Cooperative Work
Note from these two texts that 
sanctification is not only willed by 

God (4:3), it is authored in us by Him. “…the 
God of peace sanctify you… He… will do it.”

David, the shepherd king, said essentially 
the same thing: “God is my strength and 
power, and He makes my way perfect.”         
(II Samuel 22:33)

To be set apart unto God, to be pure in 
spirit, soul and body, to be devoted to God’s 
service for holy use requires more than 
human effort.

At the same time, to be sanctified 
necessarily involves an act of my will by 
which I offer myself to God.

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers,” Paul 
wrote, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God” (Romans 12:1).

We are to give ourselves unreservedly to 
God so that He may sanctify us in every part 
of our lives. Notice how the Scriptures verify 
this: “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself 
from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified and useful to the Master, prepared 
for every good work” (II Timothy 2:21).

s noted in our first study, Jesus Christ our 
Lord lived the sanctified life – the Spirit-filled, 

Spirit-led life. He is the One to whom we should 
look for the example of what this life is and how it should be lived.

When we look at Jesus Christ, we know there is no possible way 
to be entirely sanctified, set apart to God for holy purposes, without 
being first born of the Spirit of God. If the Holy Spirit does not 
conceive the life of Christ in a sinner, there is no life in that sinner 
capable of turning him from sin to God.

The absolutely first step to being filled with the Holy Spirit is to be 
born again-born of the Spirit. Without that first step, we are simply 
training the sinful nature to act and behave like a Christian.

There will be countless people in hell who behaved like 
Christians out of head knowledge but who were never born again 
of the Spirit of God. They never experienced the implanting of the 
incorruptible seed of Christ’s life.

Only the life of Jesus in the born-again person enables him or her 
to lead the self-life to crucifixion. This, in turn, allows the Spirit to 
fill that person with the life of Jesus already in him or her.

This is not human perfectionism. It is the perfect life of Jesus 
emerging more fully from within. It is Jesus Himself in us who have 
emptied ourselves of ourselves.

The Bible says it this way: “But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not 
from us” (II Corinthians 4:7).

Not Optional
In the divine example of Christ’s human, Spirit-filled life, 
we have the foundation for the divine will in our lives. 

Because of what Christ provides in His humanity, and because He 
lives to make that humanity available to us today, God wills for 
every Christian the sanctified, or Spirit-filled, life.

The Bible declares, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification” 
(I Thessalonians 4:3). “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 
you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul and body be 
preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who 
calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (5:23-24).

Sanctification is not optional. It is the will of God. This means that 
as part of His eternal purpose God intended to do more than simply 
make converts out of us. He determined that those who would be 
saved should be Spirit-filled disciples totally devoted to Him.

This is one of the crown jewels that the church has lost. We lead 

God Does It I do not pledge to God strength, 
faithfulness and goodness. 
I only offer an empty vessel 
that He fills with His fullness.



Do you see the beauty of this 
experience in its two parts? I, a 
born-again believer, offer myself to 
God for His holy purposes. He then 
sanctifies what has been cleansed 
from ignoble uses.

I consecrate; He sanctifies. The 
two are inseparably united. When 
I surrender my entire being, God 
fills my life with the Christ already 
resident in me.

Substance and Supply
That is the Spirit-filled life! 
Christ Himself becomes 

  

The Stranger 
Of Galilee
by Lelia N. Morris (1862-1929)

He bids me to go and the story tell –
What He ever to you will be,
If only you let Him with you abide,
This Stranger of Galilee.

Refrain 4
Oh, my friend, won’t you love Him forever?
So gracious and tender is He!
Accept Him today as your Savior,
This Stranger of Galilee.

In fancy I stood by the shore, one day,
Of the beautiful murm’ring sea;
I saw the great crowds as they thronged the way
Of the Stranger of Galilee;
I saw how the man who was blind from birth,
In a moment was made to see;
The lame was made whole by the matchless skill
Of the Stranger of Galilee.

Refrain 1-3
And I felt I could love Him forever,
So gracious and tender was He!
I claimed Him that day as my Savior,
This Stranger of Galilee. 

His look of compassion, His words of love,
They shall never forgotten be;
When sin-sick and helpless He saw me there,
This Stranger of Galilee;
He showed me His hand and His riven side,
And He whispered, “It was for thee!”
My burden fell off at the pierced feet
Of the Stranger from Galilee.

I heard Him speak peace to the angry waves,
Of that turbulent, raging sea;
And lo! at His word are the waters stilled,
This Stranger of Galilee;
A peaceful, a quiet, and holy calm,
Now and ever abides with me;
He holdeth my life in His mighty hands,
This Stranger of Galilee.

Come, ye who are driven and tempest-tossed,
And His gracious salvation see;
He’ll quiet life’s storms with His “Peace, be still!”
This Stranger of Galilee;

Praising God can silence the world’s noise. 5

both the substance and the supply of my spiritual life. He fills me with His 
Spirit and His holiness.

This is the glorious aspect of sanctification that brings to me the 
abundant life of which Jesus spoke. I experience it only as I separate myself 
unto God with an empty, open, clean life that He then fills. I am the capacity 
and He is the supply.

Here is where I begin to rest in what God is and cease my fretting about 
what I am. I do not pledge to God strength, faithfulness and goodness. I only 
offer an empty vessel that He fills with His fullness.

He assumes the responsibility to make me what He created me to be 
in Christ Jesus. Only by surrendering to Him can I experience His divine 
will for me – being sanctified “completely” and 
“preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (I Thessalonians 5:23).

Hymn

rs. Morris was an American Methodist 
hymnwriter. Before marriage to 

Charles Morris in 1881, she, her sister and 
her mother ran a millinery shop in Ohio.

Lelia and her husband were active in 
camp meetings throughout Ohio. She was 
also the organist at their home church. In the 1890’s she began 
writing hymns and gospel songs, many of which she thought of 
while doing her housework.

In 1913, her eyesight began to fail, but she was able to 
continue composing by means of an oversized blackboard her 
son built for her.

Mrs. Morris died in 1929 and is buried in the McConnelsville, 
Ohio cemetery. 

Other well-known hymns of Mrs. Morris are “Sweeter as the 
Years Go By,” “Nearer, Still Nearer,” and “Let Jesus Come into 
Your Heart”.

Rev. Douglas Miller was a 
former pastor of the C&MA 
Church, Morgantown, W. Va. 
Used by permission.



Living A
Life Of Faith

From the time of Abraham, 
people have been learning that 

when they obey God’s voice and 
surrender to Him whatever they 
hold most precious, He multiplies 
it thousands of times. Abraham 

gave up his one and only son at the Lord’s command and in doing so, 
all his desires and dreams for Isaac’s life, as well as his own hope for a 
notable heritage, disappeared. Yet God restored Isaac to his father and 
Abraham’s family became “as numerous as the stars in the sky and as 
the sand on the seashore” (v. 17). And through his descendants, “when 
the time had fully come, God sent His Son” (Galatians 4:4).

This is exactly how God deals with every child of His when we truly 
sacrifice. We surrender everything we own and accept poverty – then 
He sends wealth. We leave a growing area of ministry at His command – 
then He provides one better than we had ever dreamed. We surrender all 
our cherished hopes and die to self – then He sends overflowing joy and 
His “life …that [we] might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

The greatest gift of all was Jesus Christ Himself and we can never 
fully comprehend the enormity of His sacrifice. Abraham, as the earthly 
father of the family of Christ, had to begin by surrendering himself and 
his only son, just as our heavenly Father sacrificed His only Son, Jesus. 
We could never have come to enjoy the privileges and joys as members 
of God’s family through any other way. Charles Gallaudet Trumbull

We sometimes seem to forget that what God takes from us, He takes 
with fire and that the only road to a life of resurrection and ascension 
power leads us first to Gethsemane, the cross and the tomb. Dear soul, 
do you believe that Abraham’s experience was unique and isolated? 
It is only an example and a pattern of how God deals with those who 
are prepared to obey Him whatever the cost. “After waiting patiently, 
Abraham received what was promised” (Hebrews 6:15) and so will you. 
The moment of your greatest sacrifice will also be the precise moment 
of your greatest and most miraculous blessing. God’s river, which never 
runs dry, will overflow its banks, bringing you a flood of wealth and 
grace.

Indeed, there is nothing God will not do for those who will dare to step 
out in faith onto what appears to be only a 
mist. As they take their first step, they will 
find a rock beneath their feet. F. B. Meyer
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From, Streams In The Desert 
by L.B.E. Cowman & Jim 

Reimann. Used by permission.

“…because you have done this and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I 

will multiply your descendants 
as the stars of the heaven… 

because you have obeyed My 
voice” (Genesis 22:16-18)



removes sin and its guilt at the 
time of salvation and continues 
to cleanse from sins of omission 
and commission – no matter what 
form they take or how they are 
manifested while the believer walks 
in God’s light on Earth.

Confession to God
John also addressed a 

hypothetical objection from those 
claiming to walk in fellowship 
with God: “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us” (v. 8). The 
word sin is singular and lacks the 
definite article, which means John 
was speaking of an individual’s sin 
nature, not specific acts of sin.

Claiming to have no sin 
would indicate a belief in either 
antinomianism or sinless 
perfectionism. Antinomianism is 
the belief that Christians are under 
grace and therefore free from the 
need to observe any moral law – a 
position strongly held by Gnostics 
in the first century. Such people 
claimed to be uncontaminated by 
sin because they believed sin was 
committed in the flesh and thus did 
not defile their spirits.

On the other hand, John might 
have been referring to a type of 
sinless perfectionism that teaches 
Christians can reach ultimate 
sanctification in this life. This view 
holds that holiness is reached by 
God’s sanctifying grace through 
faith, setting one completely free 
from sin in this life. These beliefs, 
held in John’s day and through 
church history, are also prevalent 
in some church groups and cults 
today.

John strongly condemned such 
beliefs: “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us” (v. 8).                 
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FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
continued from pg. 1

God’s nature became visible in the person of Jesus Christ at His 
Incarnation. Jesus Himself said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12). Just as 
light is necessary for physical life on Earth, so spiritual light is necessary for 
one to have spiritual life. Christ is the true Light of the world (1:9).

Conduct before God
John listed a number of conditions that inhibit believers from having 

fellowship with God and other believers. Beginning with I John 1:6 through 
the end of the chapter, he used five clauses that all hinge on the word if. 
(He also used another in 2:1.) He did not point out a specific case but was 
hypothesizing that some professing believers were leading double lives 
before God. They claimed to walk intimately with Him but were walking in 
the darkness of sin.

John did not exclude himself from this possibility, using the word we. It is 
possible for Christians to believe they walk in true fellowship with God and 
be unaware of their actual spiritual state concerning sin in their lives.

“If [So] we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth” (1:6). The phrase walk in darkness 
refers to the wickedness of a person’s thoughts and deeds. In this context, 
someone who professes faith in Christ but practices sin as a way of life 
shows he is not saved. Such a person speaks falsely and neither lives nor 
practices the truth found in the gospel.

“But if we walk in the light as He [Himself] is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 
us from all sin” (v. 7). True believers consistently and continuously order 
their lives in the light they have received from God. Their thoughts and 
conduct revolve around God’s light, which others see in them; and they have 
true, unbroken fellowship with God.

Two results are evident in the lives of true believers: fellowship and 
cleansing from sin:

      “We have fellowship with one another” (v. 7). Naturally, when 
Christians walk in the light, they will be in fellowship with God and other 
Christians. Scholars are divided on whether this verse refers to fellowship 
with God or with fellow Christians. Most lean toward fellowship with God 
because of the theme in verses 5-7. 

The words we and one another seem to speak of the believer’s fellowship 
with God and God’s fellowship with him or her through the relationship 
with Jesus. Christians must have fellowship with God before they can have 
fellowship with one another. If a believer has trouble fellowshiping with 
Christians who walk in the light, then that individual had better question 
his or her claim to having fellowship with God.

      “And the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin”             
(v. 7). John emphasized a number of key issues in this short phrase. First, 
believers are cleansed through “the blood of Jesus [His human name]… His 
Son [His divine name].” John’s point puts to rest the Cerinthians’ heretical 
teaching that Jesus was only a man and not divine, as well as the teaching 
of Docetism that Jesus’ humanity was not genuine.

Second, Jesus voluntarily shed His blood on the cross as an atonement 
that has the power to cleanse believers from every sin. The word cleanses 
is present tense and speaks of continual cleansing from sin. This cleansing 

continued on pg. 8
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God responds in two ways to all who 
confess their sins: He will “forgive” and 
“cleanse… from all unrighteousness”     
(v. 9). When God forgives, He remembers 
that sin no more. The same is true 
concerning cleansing. The moment 
someone sincerely confesses sin to God, 
the defilement of that sin is removed; and 
the individual is restored to fellowship 
with Him.

John addressed a final claim that some 
professing believers might make: “If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make 
Him a liar, and His word is not in us” 
(v. 10). People who vehemently refuse 
to admit they have ever committed sin 
contradict God’s revealed Word and 
claim He is a liar. Such heretical beliefs 
directly attack God’s nature, character 
and veracity and indicate that person 
does not possess saving faith in Jesus 
Christ nor believe the gospel message nor 
believe in the inerrant revelation of His 
Word. Unless such people recant their 
ungodly positions and confess their sin 
with repentant hearts, they are without 
hope and cannot walk in God’s light.

We all need to examine our lives 
and see if there is any known sin that 
needs confessing, so we can enjoy true 
fellowship with God.
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The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical 
Tract Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, 
wanted to use this illustration 
because it symbolized the printed 
Gospel message that can point a 
lost soul to salvation through Jesus 
Christ and 
provide a safe 
harbor in Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out 
of the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS
COMING

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 A Christian’s life is the window through which others can see Jesus.

Our sin nature still exists. It has not 
been eradicated. By denying it, we 
delude ourselves. For sure, we do 
not deceive God, relatives, friends or 
acquaintances for they are aware of our 
sins. People who believe they don’t sin 
are outright liars and the truth of the 
gospel is not in their hearts.

John used another “if” clause to 
explain how the self-deceived should 
deal with their sin: “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (v. 9).

To “confess our sins” means to 
say the same thing God says about 
a particular sin and acknowledge it 
openly as sin before Him. It involves 
contrition of heart over the sin, 
hatred of it, admission of guilt and 
determination to forsake it.

The word sins is plural, meaning 
the confession should include naming 
specific sins when asking God’s 
forgiveness. This is the only place in 
the New Testament where the word 
confess is used in reference to sins.

God will be “faithful” or trustworthy 
to perform what is true to His own 
nature and to keep His promises. He 
is also “just” (righteous), meaning He 
acts in agreement and conformity to 
His own nature, which demands it. 
The price for sin was paid by Jesus 
Christ through His shed blood, making 
it possible for God to forgive all who 
repent (cf. Romans 3:23-26).

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
continued from pg. 7

Jesus is Coming Soon; Are You Ready?
EvangelistTHE


