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lmost everyone would rather have 
sunshine than showers. But just 
imagine what our world would 
be like if it never rained again. 

An example of such a place is in Northern 
Chile. Franklin Elmer, Jr. described a region 
between the great Andes mountain range 
and the Pacific Ocean where rain never falls. 
He wrote, “Morning after morning the sun 
rises brilliantly over the tall mountains to 
the east; each noon it shines brightly down 
from overhead; evening brings a picturesque 
sunset. Although storms are often seen 
raging high in the mountains and heavy fog 
banks are observed far out over the sea, the 
sun continues to shine on this favored and 
protected strip of land. One would imagine 
this area to be an earthly paradise; but it 
is not. Instead, it is a sterile and desolate 
desert! There are no streams of water and 
nothing grows there.” Elmer then made this 
application: “Too often we long for total 
sunshine and joy in life. We have wished to 
be rid of burdensome responsibilities. But, 
like this sunny, unfertile part of Chile, life 
without its burdens and trials would not 
be creative, productive, or challenging. We 
need sunshine and showers.”

One of the great misconceptions about 
faith is the the perception many have that 
if they are living faithful, right, and holy, 
they can avoid the trials and storms of life. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

There are some storms that cannot be 
avoided no matter how much we try because 

God has a purpose in every storm.

The Necessity of

STORMS
by Alan Stewart



 

prayer is that many more will come forward and help us get the job done that God has 
placed before us. When we allow Him to fill our hearts with His grace, miracles begin 
to happen. We can never out give Him for God is no man’s debtor. He will pour out His 
blessings as we surrender to His will and let Him lead us as He desires.

Truth and righteous living are inseparable, for when we know the truth Jesus revealed 
about the Father of lights, we are set free from bondage to sin. At the same time, our dead 
heart of stone is exchanged for a living heart of flesh and our greatest desire is no longer 
to gratify ourselves but to glorify our God. O that our prayer would ever be to read our 
Bible daily, fasten God’s 
truth upon our hearts 
and guard our body with 
righteous living.

Excerpts from
Short Daily Devotions

PRAYER REQUESTS:
Friends, we are living 

in challenging days. 
The enemy of our souls 
is hard at work to fill 
our minds with worldly 
issues and concerns. 
We need to lay them 
all at Jesus’ feet and 
move forward in His 
strength and power by 
wearing the full armor 
of faith. The tendency of 
humanity is to suppress 
the truth and rebel 
against God. John 15:4 
reads: “Abide in Me and 
I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself 
unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in Me.”

Thank you so much 
for your faithfulness. 
May God shower rich 
blessings upon your 
heart today and fill you 
with His joy and peace!

- Editor & Staff

PRAYER & PRAISE:
It’s Time to Get Serious
“But we all, with open face beholding 

as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”                   
II Corinthians 3:18

We are changed from glory to glory by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. That doesn’t 
mean it happens overnight but one step at 
a time. Today you ought to be a little bit 
more like Jesus than you were yesterday. 
And tomorrow you ought to be even more 
like Jesus. Are you becoming like Jesus? 
Not if you’re not in the Word. Don’t you 
think it’s time for this generation to get 
serious about the Word of God? Set aside 
a time and a place to get alone with Him 
every day and pray, “Open Thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of 
Thy law” (Psalm 119:18). We must read 
our Bible and determine to live what it 
teaches. We must seek the mind of Christ 
and live in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We must commit our time and treasure 
to promote missions and evangelism and 
follow Christ’s command in Matthew 25 to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked and visit 
the prisoner. Are we willing to love God 
with our whole heart and our neighbor as 
ourself?

We must remember that God can do 
much with very little. Just think of the boy 
with the few loaves and fish; yet Jesus fed 
thousands of people that day. We need to 
repent of our sins, the sins of the Church 
and the sins of the nation. The Church 
will face trials but the gates of hell will not 
prevail against her.

I have been overwhelmed at the 
blessings of the Lord toward this ministry 
over the many years that I have been 
here. Time and again, when everything 
seemed hopeless and our patience was 
wearing thin, God met our need and I am 
convinced He will do so again. Many of 
you have responded to our Special Letter 
of request and we are so thankful. Our 

by John Harder
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fromyourEditor

Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel message 
of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

he men in the ship 
which carried the 
disobedient prophet 

Jonah were in mortal 
danger. Because of Jonah 
on board the Lord had sent 
judgment upon the sailors 
and the ship was nigh to 
be broken. There was only 
one way to still the storm. 
Jonah must die and so he had told them to cast him 
overboard; but instead of throwing Jonah overboard, 
they only rowed the harder. “Nevertheless the men 
rowed hard to bring it to land but they could not.” Their 
own efforts were futile – they could be saved only by 
the one who bore the guilt. This is a picture of salvation. 
Because of Jonah’s sin, the sailors were under sentence 
of death. By one man’s sin came death! Father Adam 
had brought judgment upon all. “By one man’s offence, 
death reigned by one” (Romans 5:17).

There is only one remedy – the sinner must die. The 
Lord Jesus (though without sin) took the sinner’s place 
and like Jonah offered to die that the others might be 
saved. Jesus gave His life, but proud man refuses to 
accept this remedy and like the sailors in Jonah 1 they 
still imagine they can save themselves by their own 
efforts and labor. “Nevertheless the men rowed hard.” 
This is the tragedy today. Men reject God’s remedy and 
seek to save themselves by their works, religion, tact, 
morality and self-righteousness. Peace came only when 
they cast Jonah “forth into the sea and the sea ceased 
her raging.” Only by the death and resurrection of Christ 
can peace be restored.

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him 
                                that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
                                   is counted for righteousness” 
                                   (Romans 4:5).

 The Futility of 
Rowing Hard!

“Nevertheless the 
men rowed hard 
to bring it to land; 
but they could 
not: for the sea 
wrought, and 
was tempestuous 
against them.” 
Jonah 1:13

by M. R. DeHaan

From: Our Daily 
Bread. Used by 

permission.



 

Berhane Hiwot Eritrean Church, Seattle, WA:
“We greet you in Jesus’ wonderful Name. We have 
received all the tracts you printed for us and we are so 

thankful to you. These tracts are a wonderful tool for evangelism 
in Seattle for our people. We have enclosed a donation for your 
ministry. Once again we thank you very much and pray that God 
will richly bless your ministry.” Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations. Matthew 28:19.

Pastor Rajashekaran, Andra Pradesh, India:
“I would like to send a few lines about my ministry in 
God’s village in the rural areas of India. Here there are 

only very poor families. I have been doing God’s work for 17 
years. We love to distribute gospel literature and Bibles to as many 
people as we can. The languages that we use here are Tamil, Telugu 
and English. Please send us as much as is possible because they are 
very helpful in drawing people to Jesus Christ. We will continue to 
pray for you.”

Mike Jackoboice, USA:
“Dear friends, thank you for the parcel of tracts as well 
as your Newsletter every month. I trust you will keep on 

with your work; it’s getting worse and worse all around us. I love 
you and your ministry and pray that God will bless each one of 
you there at ETD.”

Robert Mejia, USA:
“I have written to you before and you sent gospel tracts 
to me while I was in prison. I have been released and am 

now in a drug and alcohol treatment program. I attend my home 
church every Sunday and found out that my Pastor also uses your 
tracts. I know of several men that came to the Lord after reading 
your gospel tracts. Thank you so much for helping me. Pray for me 
that God would give me complete deliverance.”

New Testament Church of God, Trinidad, West Indies:
“We send warm greetings from the Church in Montrose, 
Trinidad. Could you please send us 2000 assorted gospel 

tracts in the English language? We are enclosing a gift to assist 
you with your expenses. Every week our Church workers visit in 

hospitals, schools and shopping malls, 
prayerfully passing out the printed 
message of Jesus and His love. Many people are finding inspiration 
and hope in Jesus as Savior. Our prayers and blessings are with you 
as you continue to proclaim the Good News.”

Ebenezer Olayiwola, Minnesota, USA:
“We praise God for the variety of tracts you sent us. They 
are great tools for our evangelistic programs. As we forge 

ahead and expand our coverage in witnessing and distributing 
these tracts, we are asking you to please send us other titles that 
will be prayerfully used in the mission field as we trust God to give 
us the harvest for His kingdom and glory. We appreciate what you 
are doing and we thank God for your dedicated team.”

Elyon Ministries, Gasparillo, Trinidad, West Indies:
“Greetings in the precious Name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. We wish to express thanks and gratitude 

to you for your great support in supplying us with gospel tracts 
for many years. Your service has been of great importance in 
our evangelism efforts. These tracts are being distributed and 
are touching many lives and drawing men and women into the 
Kingdom of God. We are again in need of a supply of tracts and
would be very grateful for your assistance. We thank you in 
anticipation and pray God’s richest blessings on your ministry.”

Penny Horsnail, United Kingdom:
“Yesterday at our church service, our Pastor stood up 
and held up a copy of THE EVANGELIST, your monthly 

Newsletter. He said that he thoroughly approved of the articles in 
it and recommended the Newsletter to the congregation. He also 
stated that the articles inside were getting increasingly better every 
time he read them.

“I have for years placed my copy on the desk in the foyer of the 
church so that others could read it as well, but I never realized that 
the Pastor was one of the readers. I praise God for His faithfulness 
and blessings on your ministry.”

around the World

Nancy Kulik, Ireland:
“I want to thank you so very much for sending me 
your Newsletter, THE EVANGELIST every month. 

The quality of reading material is just fantastic. I’m learning 
so much which helps me grow closer to our dear Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and for that I am so very grateful. 
Please find enclosed a gift towards your ministry.”

3There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more keenly felt than up in Heaven. 

fromyourMissionaries



elievers today must walk in the Spirit. It is the essence of the stewardship 
of our dispensation and the criteria by which God will evaluate us. No one 
in the Old Testament had ever commanded, “Walk in the Spirit.” It was new 
with the apostle Paul. Jesus had hinted at it (John 20:22) and laid the groundwork 

for it (Acts 1:8). But Paul made walking in the Spirit the central element of the believer’s 
responsibility. So, what does it mean to walk in the Spirit; and how do we accomplish it?

                      Stewardship for living
                           Paul was the first to use the term dispensation (Greek, oikonomia) to refer 
                                   to the administration of the segments of God’s program for mankind 
                                  (Ephesians 1:10; 3:9). As he revealed the specifics of our current 
administration, which was established by Jesus’ New Covenant work for His people Israel, 
he taught that the primary feature of this dispensation’s stewardship is walking in the Spirit.

While Abraham was required to glorify God by living by faith in God’s promises, and 
Old Covenant saints were expected to glorify God by living in conformity to the Mosaic 
Law, God’s children today are required to glorify Him by walking in the Spirit. None of 
these stewardships is a means of salvation. Rather, they are the means by which saved 
individuals glorify God in their respective dispensations.

Paul taught that the Holy Spirit lives within every born-again believer in this 
dispensation of grace. But not every believer lives in submission to the Spirit. In the days 
of the early church, Ananias and Sapphira illustrated that believers sometimes allow 
their hearts to be “filled” by Satan (Acts 5:3). Possessing the Holy Spirit is not sufficient. 
Believers must allow the Spirit to possess them.

The word walk is a New Testament metaphor (it is used 95 times) for “live,” as illustrated 
in Ephesians 2:10: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” To walk in the Spirit means 
to live in complete submission to the control of the indwelling Spirit of God: “Therefore do 
not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present 
your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being 
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God” (Romans 
6:12-13).

The opposite of walking in the Spirit is walking in the flesh. Paul contrasted the results 
of these two “walks” in Galatians 5:19-23. The Holy Spirit gains control when we are “filled 
with the Spirit,” which Scripture contrasts with being “drunk with wine” (Ephesians 5:18). 
Believers should live under the control of the Spirit: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in that 
it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law 
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 Walking 
in the

Spirit
by Richard D. Emmons

This event 
is a picture 

of the mistake 
we make in 
thinking that 
the ultimate 
God wants 
of us is the 
sacrifice of 
death. What 
God wants is 
the sacrifice 
through death which enables us to 
do what Jesus did, that is, sacrifice 
our lives. Not – “Lord, I am ready 
to go with You… to death” (Luke 
22:33). But – “I am willing to be 
identified with Your death so that I 
may sacrifice my life to God.”

We seem to think that God wants 
us to give up things! God purified 
Abraham from this error, and the 
same process is at work in our lives. 
God never tells us to give up things 
just for the sake of giving them up, 
but He tells us to give them up for 
the sake of the only thing worth 
having, namely, life with Himself. It 
is a matter of loosening the bands 
that hold back our lives. Those 
bands are loosened immediately 
by identification with the death 
of Jesus. Then we enter into a 
relationship with God whereby we 
may sacrifice our lives to Him.

It is of no value to God to give 
Him your life for death. He wants 
you to be a “living sacrifice” – to 
let Him have all your strengths that 
have been saved and sanctified 
through Jesus (Romans 12:1). This is 
what is acceptable to God.

From: My Utmost For His Highest.
Used by permission.

“Abraham built an altar… 
and he bound Isaac his son 
and laid him on the altar…” 
(Genesis 22:9).

Is My Sacrifice
Living?
by Oswald Chambers



 

Wonderful 
Grace of Jesus
Haldor Lillenas (1885 -1959)

aldor Lillenas was born in the fjord district of Norway 
in 1885 and, as a child, immigrated to the United States 

with his family. From his youth, Haldor had a musical bent, 
a talent that served him well when he entered the ministry 
in 1910 in the newly established Church of the Nazarene.

Between his sermons and visits, Haldor took musical 
studies by correspondence and soon began writing gospel 
songs. In 1922, he organized his own publishing house 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. For the next decade, Haldor 
preached, traveled, wrote hymns and published songbooks. He remained involved 
in the publishing house until his death in 1959. Today, Lillenas Publishing 
Company is one of the largest church music publishers in the world, owning more 
than 20,000 song copyrights.

“Wonderful Grace of Jesus” is the best known of the 4000 hymns Haldor wrote. 
He later gave this account of how it came to be composed: 

In 1917, Mrs. Lillenas and I built our first little home in the town of Olivet, 
Illinois. Upon its completion, we had scarcely any money left to furnish the little 
home. Having no piano at the time and needing an instrument of some kind, I 
managed to find, at one of the neighbour’s homes, a little wheezy organ, which 
I purchased for $5.00. With the aid of this instrument, a number of my songs 
were written, including “Wonderful Grace of Jesus”. 
Not yet having started his own publishing house, he sold his soon-to-be-famous 

hymn for $5.00 – just enough to pay for the organ on which it was composed.

Wonderful grace of Jesus,
Greater than all my sin;
How shall my tongue describe it,
Where shall its praise begin?
Taking away my burden,
Setting my spirit free;
For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me.

Refrain
Wonderful the matchless grace of Jesus,
Deeper than the mighty rolling sea;
Wonderful grace, all sufficient for me, for even me.
Broader than the scope of my transgressions,
Greater far than all my sin and shame,
O magnify the precious Name of Jesus.
Praise His Name!

Wonderful grace of Jesus,
Reaching to all the lost;
By it I have been pardoned,
Saved to the uttermost.
Chains have been torn asunder,
Giving me liberty;
For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me.

Wonderful grace of Jesus,
Reaching the most defiled;
By its transforming power,
Making him God’s dear child,
Purchasing peace and heaven,
For all eternity;
And the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me.

Only those who are bound to Christ are truly free. 5

                      How we do it
                           How, then, are believers filled with the Spirit? How do we walk by the Spirit? 
                                   As with being born again – another foundational truth of our Christian 
                                  experience – walking in the Spirit is both simple and profound. Being born 
again is so simple a child can experience it. Yet the new birth is so profound that theologians 
cannot figure it all out. Dr. Bill Bright, the late founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, clarified 
it best when he said three things are necessary for walking in the Spirit: desire, confession and 
yielding.

deSIre. Walking in the Spirit begins with desire because walking in the flesh is easier; it is 
our default mode. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). Although He was speaking about a different type of filling, 
the principle is the same. To live in the new nature rather than in the old (default), believers 
must pursue life in the Spirit. This is the reason for Paul’s imperatives: “walk in the Spirit,” “be 
filled with the Spirit,” “put off the old man,” “put on the new man,” etc.

If we respond to life as it comes, without a determination to walk in the Spirit, we usually 
lapse into the carnal responses and ungodly behavior of the old nature.

conFeSSIon. Walking in the Spirit requires confession of sins. This should be 
distinguished from the confession of sin necessary for salvation. Confessing one’s sinful 
nature and condition (agreeing with God about them) paves the way for placing faith in Jesus’ 
finished work on the cross for salvation. Once born again, however, a believer must confess his 
or her sins (plural) to maintain the family relationship.

Sin is an act of disobedience and rebellion. It interrupts fellowship with the heavenly Father 
and fellow believers. This broken relationship requires confession – agreeing with God about 

continued on pg. 6

might be fulfilled in us who do not walk 
according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit” (Romans 8:2-4).

Walking in the Spirit accomplishes 
the following:

❒ It prevents walking in the 
flesh, which is our default mode 
(Romans 6:12-23; Galatians 5:16).

❒ It proclaims God’s glory because 
we submit to His stewardship for 
this dispensation (I Corinthians 
6:19-20).

❒ It produces spiritual maturity, 
whereas carnality produces 
and perpetuates immaturity                         
(I Corinthians 2:14-3:3; Galatians 
3:2-3).

❒ It preserves the grace principle, 
which we forfeit if we default to 
the flesh (Galatians 5:4).

❒ It prevents death, the natural 
result of anything accomplished 
in the flesh (Romans 6:23; 7:5, 
24; 8:2-7).
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the rebellion and disobedience – in order to be forgiven: “If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”   
(I John 1:9).

God requires confession, not asking for forgiveness, which He has already 
promised to provide. He requires that we say the same thing about our sin that He 
says, acknowledging the nature of what we have done and how offensive it is to 
Him, much the same as parents require of their children.

The indwelling Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin. Confession produces hearty 
forgiveness and full cleansing by our Father. Confessing all known sin (we can ask 
the Spirit, if we are unsure) removes “self ” from the controlling position but does 
not yet place the Spirit in control.

YIeLdInG. Walking in the Spirit requires yielding control of one’s life to the 
Holy Spirit. Gentleman that He is, the Spirit does not assume control without being 
asked: “I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as 
you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading 
to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for 
holiness” (Romans 6:19). Ephesians 5:18 adds, “And do not be drunk with wine, in 
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit.”

Presenting or yielding oneself to the Spirit is similar to what the father of a bride 
does at a wedding when he transfers his daughter from his authority to that of her 
new husband. When believers who have confessed all disobedience and rebellion 
present themselves to the indwelling Holy Spirit, the Spirit assumes control.

Then the Spirit directs where those believers go, what they do and what they 
experience. He teaches what is needed for life. He provides the experiences He 
wants us to have. He starts, or continues, us down the road to maturity, service, 
etc. This control remains until the believers reexercise their own control, thereby 
rescinding the authority delegated to the Spirit.

Cruise control on a vehicle illustrates this principle. Once a driver activates it, he 
removes his foot from the gas pedal. The cruise control governs the vehicle’s speed 
until the driver steps on the brake or accelerator to override it. To restore the Spirit’s 
control, a believer must “remove his foot” (confess) and resubmit (yield) to the 
Spirit’s control. In contrast to an inanimate cruise control, the third Person of the 
triune God exercises personal, loving and omniscient direction of our lives.

                       Inhale, Exhale
                              Achieving spiritual maturity requires a consistent walk under the 
                                   control of the Spirit. Carnality maintains or reintroduces 
                                  (Hebrews 5:11-14) spiritual immaturity (I Corinthians 3:1-3). 
Spirituality requires regular maintenance. Dr. Bright called the process “spiritual 
breathing.”

Our bodies require us to exhale impurities from the lungs and inhale oxygen that 
is carried throughout to maintain physical life. Similarly, spiritual life requires us to 
confess (exhale) that which produces death and to yield (inhale) to the Spirit who 
produces life. This spiritual breathing is required as often as we permit an impurity 
to enter our spiritual lives. 

One must walk before he runs. The book of Hebrews exhorts Christians to run: 
“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2).

The walk that precedes the run is the walk in the Spirit.

richard d. emmons is a professor in the School of Bible and Ministry at Philadelphia 
Biblical University in Langhorne, Pennsylvania and is senior pastor of GraceWay Bible Church 

in Hamilton, New Jersey. This article first appeared in the May/June 2011 issue of 
Israel My Glory magazine, published by The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

WALKING IN THE SPIRIT
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Sin is a heart disease that can only be remedied by the Great Physician. 7

hat is meant by our being citizens in heaven? It 
means that we are under heaven’s government. 
Christ the king of heaven reigns in our hearts. 
Our daily prayer should be, “Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.” The proclamations issued from the throne 
of glory are freely received by us: we cheerfully obey the decrees 
of our Great King. Then as citizens of the New Jerusalem, we 
share heaven’s honors. The glory which belongs to beatified saints 
belongs to us, for we are already sons of God, already princes of 
the blood imperial; already we wear the spotless robe of Jesus’ 
righteousness; already we have angels for our servitors, saints for 
our companions, Christ for our Brother, God for our Father and 
a crown of immortality for our reward. We share the honors of 
citizenship, for we have come to the general assembly and Church 
of the first-born whose names are written in heaven.

As citizens, we have common rights to all the property of heaven. 
Ours are its gates of pearl and walls of chrysolite, ours the azure 

Devotionalby Charles 
Spurgeon

“Fellow citizens with the 
  saints.”  Ephesians 2:19

light of the city that needs no candle 
nor light of the sun, ours the river 
of the water of life and the twelve 
manner of fruits which grow on the 
trees planted on the banks thereof. 
There is nothing in heaven that does 
not belong to us. “Things present, or 
things to come;” all are ours. Also as 
citizens of heaven, we enjoy its delights. 
Do they there rejoice over sinners that repent – prodigals that 
have returned? So do we. Do they chant the glories of triumphant 
grace? We do the same. Do they cast their crowns at Jesus’ feet? 
Such honors as we have we cast there too. Are they charmed with 
His smile? It is not less sweet to us who dwell below. Do they look 
forward, waiting for His second advent? We also look and long for 
His appearing. If, then, we are thus citizens of heaven, let our walk 
and actions be consistent with our high dignity.

While I have witnessed openly sinful 
people endure devastating storms, I have 
also witnessed some of the most seasoned 
and consistent lives weather storms of 
cruel and epic proportion. That is why 
Jesus stated in Matthew 5:45, “…He 
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust.” Storms are our common 
lot in life and a part of our existence in a 
fallen and broken world. The difference 
is how those of faith should respond to 
them. The great test of our life is whether 
we will remain true while the storm rages. 
Corazon Aquino, former President of the 
Philippines, said, “Faith is not simply a 
patience that passively suffers until the 
storm is past. Rather, it is a spirit that 
bears things – with resignations, yes, but 
above all, with blazing, serene hope.” We 
hold to the hope that storms never last, 
and ultimately the clouds will empty of 
their rain. But, we also know the most 
accomplished captains gain their skills 
not in the calm but in the storm. There 
are some storms that cannot be avoided 
no matter how much we try because God 
has a purpose in every storm. Consider continued on pg. 8

with me why storms are as needful to our 
growth as the sunshine.

Storms make our 
development more 
confident. 
We are all familiar with 
the story of how Job lost 
his family, his riches, and 

his health in one of the most destructive 
storms a man could face. However, in Job 
38:1, we are told, “Then the Lord answered 
Job out of the whirlwind…” One of the 
secrets to enduring a storm is learning 
to hear His voice amidst the thunder, 
wind, and chaos. As we grow, our ears are 
trained to hear the sounds and voices that 
mean the most to us. A covetous man will 
turn in a crowded airport at the sound of a 
quarter falling to the floor. A mother will 
recognize the cry of her baby in a room 
that has many crying babies. A child learns 
the distinct cadence of a father’s whistle 
when they have become separated. Is it 
any wonder Jesus often said, “He that hath 
ears to hear let him hear.” The truth is, 
we hear what we want to hear. The saints 
that are able to maintain peace, joy and 

buoyancy in the storm are those whose 
conscience is attentive to God’s voice 
through the clamor and noise around 
them. God’s model has never changed. 
Faith still “comes by hearing”. A.W. Tozer 
once wrote, “The principal of His speaking 
and our hearing is one of the foundational 
principals of the Christian walk of faith… 
He speaks so often. Oh, that we would 
hear Him more.” Our failure to hear God’s 
voice will inspire the voices of the world to 
feed our pride and fuel our doubts. A man 
left to his own thoughts in a storm is the 
making of a horrible disaster.

Storms make our 
discernment more 
clear. 
In Matthew 14, the disciples 
find themselves in a storm 
that threatens their very 

existence, and the visible presence of Jesus 
is nowhere to be found. But, in verse 25, 
we read, “And in the fourth watch of the 
night, Jesus went unto them, walking on 
the sea.” When the night was at its darkest 
and the storm was at its fiercest, Jesus 
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and the water had not so much as a ripple. The 
disciples said, “What manner of Man is this…?” 
They had witnessed Jesus do something that they 
did not have a category in which to place Him. 
After walking with Jesus for over forty years, I am 
still amazed that I can still learn something new 
about Him every day. His methods of deliverance 
are limitless. No wonder Corrie Ten Boom said, 
“If you look at the world, you’ll be distressed. If 
you look within, you’ll be depressed. If you look 
at God, you’ll be at rest.” As an interesting side 
note to this story, the disciples were not the only 
ones that had a boat in this storm. But, theirs 
was the only boat that had Jesus on board. His 
presence made all the difference. A man is never 
as safe in a storm as when he is riding with Jesus. 
Because when the storm is at its worst, Jesus will 
always be at His best!

There are times when we find ourselves 
immersed in a storm. The psalmist wrote in 
Psalm 42:7, “…all Thy waves and Thy billows 
are gone over me.” Yet, he discovered the love of 
God in the day and His song in the night. Our 
roots may grow wide in the sunshine, but they 
grow deep in the storms. Nineteenth-century 
American Abolitionist Frederick Douglass said, 
“It is not light that we need, but fire; it is not the 
gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, 
the whirlwind and the earthquake.” If God never 
sent to us an occasional storm, the best our lives 
could ever hope for is to wander aimlessly in a 
barren desert.

Alan Stewart is Pastor of Rechoboth Baptist Church, 
Soddy Daisy, TN. Used by permission.

calmly walks upon the storm. A 
second secret to enduring a storm 
is the ability to perceive the Lord’s presence 
at work in the darkness and amidst the high 
waves. Here in the south, the springtime brings 
wondrous beauty and colorful landscapes. But, 
it also brings thick pollen that fills the air. 
The temperature change often ushers in 
sudden and unexpected storms. The blessing 
of the storm is that it clears the air for us to 
breathe and to see better. As we pass through 
the routine of our daily life, our busyness, 
schedules and appointments can leave us in a 
fog to where we lose the conscious awareness 
of the Lord’s presence. Out of that fog, a storm 
will gather that shifts our attention and brings 
His presence into focus. George MacDonald, 
a nineteenth-century Scottish minister, wrote, 
“How often do we look upon God as our last 
and feeblest resource! We go to Him because 
we have nowhere else to go and when we 
learn that the storms of life have not driven 
us upon the rocks but into the desired haven.” 
Like a child running to its parents after being 
awakened by a clap of thunder in the night, 
God’s design in the storm is to always draw us 
closer to Him.

Storms make our devotion 
more captivating. 
In Mark 4, the disciples are 
again in a storm that is so strong 
that the boat is now filling with 
water. Jesus was awakened from 

His sleep, and verse 39 tells us, “And he arose, 
and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, 
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm.” In that instant they saw Jesus 
like they had never seen Him before. They had 
seen His miracles, heard His sermons and had 
even seen Him walk upon another storm. But, 
on this day, He spoke and the wind ceased 

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING
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Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 Spiritual success requires consecration without reservation.

The great test of our life is 
whether we will remain true 
while the storm rages. 
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