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A Vote for
          If he were to 
        run again next 
            week I’d vote 
                    for him   
                   again. It 
                  was a vote
                for what the 
              man stood for.

by Alan Stewart
Integrity

the results of the election: “Tell me 
something – why would people vote 
for a dead man?” Chris Rogers, owner 
of the town’s Lunch Box Restaurant, 
would provide insight as to why so 
many people still voted for him. 
After describing Geary’s impeccable 
integrity, he said, “I knew he was 
deceased. I know that sounds stupid, 
but… if he were to run again next 
week I’d vote for him again.” It was a 
vote for what the man stood for.

In a world that is being built around 
money, position and titles, we are 
finding it more and more difficult to 
find models of honor, honesty and 
propriety. That is, those that live by 
the loftiest standards of behavior 

Tracy City, Tennessee is 
a rural East Tennessee 

community with a population of 
just over 1,400. In 2010, the town 
made national news because 
of a strange turn of events 
in their mayoral election. 
Carl Geary Sr. was running against 
incumbent Barbara Brock. However, 
a month before the April election, 
Geary died of a sudden heart attack 
as he campaigned wearing his notable 
overalls. Mr. Geary was already a 
member of the city council and was 
known for his down-to-earth humor 
and common sense and for always 
telling the truth in a straightforward 
way. Despite his sudden death, that 
did not stop voters from electing 
Geary as mayor. Geary would poll 
over three times as many voters as 
his rival and defeated the incumbent 
268 votes to 85. Mrs. Brock, a member 
of the Garden Club, asked a probing 
question of a reporter when she heard 

that are always wise, right and 
best. Far too many have climbed 
the ladder of success by adopting 
an “at any cost” mentality and left 
us unimpressed, disappointed and 
suspicious. The rungs of their ladder 
now reveal the bloody remnants 
of broken promises, broken trust, 
broken hearts and broken lives. In a 
rising tide of deceit and corruption, 
our world is desperate for those 
that exemplify high character. 

Solomon had such a thought 
in mind when he wrote in 

Proverbs 20:7, “The just man 
walketh in his integrity: his children 
are blessed after him.” When honor 
is lost, there is little left to sustain 
succeeding generations. The world 
needs more people whose word is 
their bond and whose handshake is a 
sealed contract, whose lives are not 
negotiable, who refuse to steal from 
their character to take a short cut to 
the top, who will hold to what is right 
regardless of the consequences and 
who will not surrender to popular 
opinion because it makes them look 
cool. It has been said, “The hinge 
of the future is on the door of the 
present. Keep men of honor and 
integrity in places of trust and you 



 

and support us that we are able to get these tracts into areas where hearts are 
receptive to the gospel message and many are being saved. Thank you so very 
much for your love for souls.

– Editor and Staff

CLOSING THOUGHT:
The most comforting of David’s Psalms were squeezed from his life of 

suffering, and if Paul had not been given “a thorn in the flesh” (II Corinthians 
12:7), we would have missed much of the heartbeat of tenderness that resonates 
through so many of his letters.

If you have surrendered yourself to Christ, your present circumstances that 
seem to be pressing so hard against you are the perfect tool in the Father’s 
hand to chisel you into shape for eternity. So trust Him and never push away 
the instrument He is using, or you will miss the result of His work in your life. 
There is no limit to what God can do through you, provided you do not seek 
your own glory. – Selected

PRAYER & PRAISE:
“The battle is not yours.” (II 

Chronicles 20:15)
The important thing is to count 

the battle God’s. The battle is not ours 
but God’s. We shall not need to fight 
in this battle. As long as we count 
our dangers and responsibilities, 
we shall be distracted with fear, but 
when we realize God is bound to take 
care of us as His property and His 
representatives, we shall feel infinite 
relief and security.

If I send my employee on a 
journey, I am responsible for 
his expenses and protection; if 
God sends me anywhere, He is 
responsible. If we belong to God and 
put our life, our family and our all in 
His hands, we may know that He will 
take care of us.

If our body belongs to God, it is 
His interest to keep us well, just as 
much as it is for the interest of the 
shepherd to have his sheep well fed, 
well cared for and a credit to him.

“Thanks be unto God, which always 
causes us to triumph.” (II Corinthians 
2:14)

Your prayers and generous gifts 
have been so very much appreciated 
this past month. Remember, God 
multiplies your gifts to sustain His 
gospel work and grow His kingdom. 

Wayne Wooden, one of our 
distributors from Canada, is also 
very thankful for everyone who 
supports this work of faith. He and 
his wife take thousands of Spanish 
tracts into Mexico every year and 
share them with God’s people, 
who in turn distribute them to the 
unsaved in their towns and villages. 
Many souls are finding faith in Jesus 
Christ, and God continues to build 
His church. It is because you pray 

by John Harder
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The universe is astonishingly 
grand. Right now the moon 

is spinning around us at nearly 
2,300 miles an hour. Our Earth is 
spinning around the sun at 66,000 
miles an hour. Our sun is one of 
200 billion other stars and trillions 
more planets in our galaxy, and 
that galaxy is just one of 100 billion 
others hurtling through space. 
Astounding!

In comparison to this vast 
cosmos, our little Earth is no bigger 
than a pebble and our individual 
lives no greater than a grain of 
sand. Yet according to Scripture, the 
God of the galaxies attends to each 
microscopic one of us in intimate 
detail. He saw us before we existed 
(Psalm 139:13-16); He watches us as 
we go about our days and listens for 
our every thought (vv. 1-6).

Intimate Details
by Sheridan Voysey

It can be hard 
to believe this 
sometimes. This 
tiny “pebble” has 
big problems like 
war and famine and we can 
question God’s care in times of 
personal suffering. But when King 
David wrote Psalm 139 he was in 
the midst of crisis himself (vv. 
19-20). And when Jesus said God 
counts each hair on our heads 
(Matthew 10:30), He was living in 
an age of crucifixion. Biblical talk of 
God’s caring attention isn’t a naive 
wish. It is real-world truth.

The One who keeps the galaxies 
spinning knows us intimately. That 
can help us get through the worst 
of times.

Father God, Your eye is on me as 
much as it is on the stars in the sky. 
Thank You for Your love, Your care, 
Your attention.

From Our Daily Bread,
July 13, 2017. Used by permission.

“You know when I sit and when I rise; you 
perceive my thoughts from afar.” Psalm 139:2

   
Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel 
message of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE



 

poor tribal regions. 
Amazing and wonderful things 
happened as the Word went forth. The Lord touched hearts 
and changed lives. My last messages were “Whom shall 
I send?” “Who will go for us?” and “Here am I, send me” 
(Isaiah 6:8). The Lord had used this Scripture in my own 
life, so I shared what the Lord had done. The Lord burdened 
my heart with messages on “Is not my Word like as unto a 
fire, a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 
23:29) and on “A Life of Faith,” “A Life of Obedience,” “A Life 
of Prayer,” and “A Life of Sacrifice”. I also shared Pauline 
Middleton’s motto, which I adopted and which the Lord 
gave me: “Anything-Anytime-Anywhere”. All Glory to God.

Frequently having spent many months at a time in 
preparing messages, many of these messages often would 
go unused because of time limits, so I would give my 
Bible notes to a young preacher. Pastor Raja in Bapatla 
photocopied these notes, and the pastors would share 
them. Later still, the Lord led me to compile a discipleship 
course of 20 lessons. These were blessed by the Lord and 
used by the pastors. They had been printed in English, and 
they asked our permission to translate them into Telegu. 
The Holy Spirit also led them to translate them into Tamil, 
Hindi and Assami, to a total of seven languages plus two 
dialects. Again the Lord opened the way for other booklets: 
“Life in the Spirit,” “Endure Hardness as a Good Soldier of 
Jesus Christ,” “Seven Bible Truths,” “Seven Baskets,” “12 
Baskets of Fragments,” “My Testimony” and other booklets 
were distributed all over Southern India to pastors, with 
libraries being set up for use by the tribal pastors. Much    
of this is on my web site for the Indian pastors        
(www.dailybreadmissions.org.uk).

Dear Brother John, I don’t usually write letters like 
this, but I thought you would like to know what has been 
happening to me. I don’t seek publicity, only to share some 
of the great and mighty things the dear Lord has done in 
my life (Jeremiah 33:3). What a privilege! If you can use 
any of the translations or could use the translators’ gifts 
in India, just let me know. We have prayed often for your 
ministry over the years as we have been labouring in India.

My wife Sheila will soon be 80 years young, and I am two 
years younger. We both long for the Lord to call us Home 
or for His soon return. I pray He will richly bless you and 
those you love.

ear John, some years ago you kindly 
printed some of my articles from my 

journal, “Go Near,” which has been printed 
in India. “Peace and Pardon” was one of 
those articles.

Sheila and I will soon be completing 40 years serving 
the Lord. The first 12 years were in hospital ministry with 
the old, frail and dying. Then, “God put a new song in 
my mouth” (Psalm 40:3) and called me to preach in the 
open air. This letter is a thank you for those years when 
you supported my ministry in the UK with thousands of 
tracts. It’s a strong memory I have of folding, stamping and 
praying over each portion of God’s Word before setting off 
in my motorhome to distribute those tracts as I preached 
in hundreds of towns, cities and market places all over 
Southern England. All Glory to God.

How the years roll by. I spent another 12 years in the 
Philippines preaching in hundreds of jails, and I saw 
the Lord move deeply in men’s hearts as the Gospel was 
proclaimed. Then in 1998 Brother Joshua Daniels invited 
me to visit and share in his ministry – the Laymen’s 
Evangelical Fellowship in India, in Chennai and many 
other cities. After two years of large meetings, the Lord led 
me to the tribal regions to preach in the villages to poor 
and lost souls deeply embedded in paganism, the occult 
and Hinduism. All heaven rejoiced as sinners responded 
to the Gospel and were converted. Churches soon sprang 
up and continue with blessing to this day. The Lord opened 
this door to a ministry of teaching as pastors from the 
tribal regions, poor but dedicated and hard working men, 
gathered together for fellowship around the Word of God.

As part of the Laymen’s Evangelical Fellowship at Beulah 
Gardens near Chennai, I had the opportunity to teach the 
Word of God and share my testimony of evangelism and 
living by faith. Young men gathered in a small Bible College 
and all these years later, the blessings continue as around 
six or seven thousand now come from all over India to hear 
the Word of the Lord. Praise God the Lord then opened 
the door in Bapatla for Peduyim Pastors Fellowships to be 
established. Over the years, many pastors have prayed 
together in Peduyim Orphans Homes, where a church has 
also been established. For me, it was such a challenge from 
the Lord, so I would lock myself away with Him and dig 
deep into His Word. After six months of listening to the 
Lord, I again took my messages to India.

On my last mission trip, October-November 2016, the 
Lord led me over 3000 miles in India, going from one city to 
another where I ministered to 1000 pastors, mostly in the 
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Testimonies Of God’s
Faithfulness

by Tony and Sheila Daly



The Lord’s

4

comparing Him to a father who uses a switch to correct his child’s behavior.
Discipline confirms God’s love and proves the person being corrected truly 

belongs to Him. Even Jesus Christ, God’s Son, was made perfect through what 
He suffered (Hebrews 2:10). So the Lord’s chastening is positive, not negative, 
to bring encouragement, not discouragement. 

One should not “despise” (12:5) or look with aversion or contempt on the 
Lord’s chastening. Discipline does not happen by chance but is the perfect 
will of God the Father, out of necessity. Remember, God never punishes His 
children for their iniquities because all their punishment was borne by Jesus 
Christ on the cross (Romans 8:11).

Receiving It
Chastening is to be received as correction from God: “If you endure chastening 
[discipline], God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does 
not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, 
then you are illegitimate and not sons” (Hebrews 12:7-8).

Older English versions begin verse 7 with if; but a better translation of the 
Greek text is “for,” indicating God allows the persecution believers face for 
chastening purposes. Remember, chastening is not punishment but, rather, 
part of God’s training and education to curb and correct misdirection or evil 
in a believer’s life (cf. Deuteronomy 8:5; II Samuel 7:14). We are to endure or 
remain under God’s discipline because, over time, it will bring us to spiritual 
maturity. God’s discipline is a sign to believers that they are God’s children. 
People who receive no discipline are illegitimate, that is not true believers.

An illustration is how human fathers train their sons: “Furthermore, we have 
had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much 
more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed for a 
few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be 
partakers of His holiness” (Hebrews 12:9-10).

If we respect and revere our fallible human fathers who chasten us, how 
much more should we respect our divine Father, who is infallible? He is the 
Father of our spiritual and physical lives. He not only has our eternal well-
being in mind but all that is involved in our present existence. He knows 
exactly how much and what type of discipline we need and can handle           
(cf. I Corinthians 10:13).

An earthly father only chastens “for a few days” (Hebrews 12:10), until the 
child is grown. He metes out the discipline in a manner he deems correct 
and wise; but he may use the wrong method out of frustration or anger, 
discouraging the child who then turns away from him with bitterness and 
resentment.

However, our divine Father has perfect knowledge and always disciplines 
His children wisely, correctly and profitably. His goal is to make them 
“partakers of His holiness” (v. 10). 

Discipline, whether from God or man, never “seems to be joyful for the 
present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (v. 11). No matter how 
severe, discipline will produce peace and righteousness. Thus believers 
should regard the experience with joy, knowing it will strengthen their 

n Hebrews God 
reminds us all that 

our relationship to 
                Him is as sons to a father and 
whatever chastening our heavenly 
Father allows us to face is for our good 
and ultimate righteousness. God is 
never responsible for the evil that 
wicked people do, but He allows it as an 
instrument to discipline His children. 
Chastening and suffering bring 
believers to maturity in Christ. 

Hebrews 12:5-17 explains the Lord’s 
chastening and what it is to accomplish.

Remembering It
The book of Hebrews was written to 
Jewish believers in Christ. What better 
way to begin this section than by 
reminding them of God’s chastening 
in the Old Testament: And you have 
forgotten the exhortation which speaks to 
you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the 
chastening [discipline] of the LORD, nor be 
discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 
for whom the LORD loves He chastens, 
and scourges every son whom He receives” 
(Hebrews 12:5-6; cf. Proverbs 3:11-12).

The Lord calls those He addresses 
“sons” (Greek, huios), indicating He 
considers them true believers. They 
were adopted into His family through 
faith in Christ. The word chastening 
(Greek, paideia) is used in the context 
of parents lovingly disciplining 
their children through training and 
education. Paideia was never used 
to speak of punishment. It connotes 
instruction in what is good and right, 
such as instilling virtue and instituting 
proper correction to guard a child from 
doing evil. Scourge actually means to 
flog with a whip and is used figuratively 
for the Lord’s corrective discipline, 

Tribulation and suffering befall all true Christians sometime in 
their lives. The believers addressed in the book of Hebrews were 
                    no exception. Persecution had left them weary in soul 
                    and emotionally drained. They had suffered severely 
                    and had experienced extreme privation and loss.

by David M. Levy



spiritual lives and deepen their 
relationships with God (cf. James 
1:2-4). Jesus clearly taught that all 
believers must be pruned and purified 
to have fruitful lives (John 15:2). 

Responding to It
Since chastening is inevitable, the 
author used the word therefore to call 
on believers to respond positively to 
the experience. Quoting from Isaiah 
35:3, he said, “Therefore strengthen 

  

Love Found
A Way
by Avis B. Christiansen 
     (1895-1985)

orn into a Christian home, Avis 
accepted Christ as her Saviour 

at an early age. Encouraged by her 
grandmother, she began writing 
poetry at age 10.

The family attended Moody Church 
in Chicago, then pastored by Dr. Harry 
Ironside, and some of her poetry was 
set to music and sung by the church 
choir.

In 1917, Avis married Ernest 
Christiansen, who later became a vice-

president of Moody Bible 
Institute. 

Mrs. Christiansen lived all her life in Chicago. She 
died on January 14, 1985. This hymn, written in 1915, 
is a great reminder of what God’s wonderful love 
means to us and what it cost Him.

Wonderful love that rescued me,
Sunk deep in sin.
Guilty and vile as I could be –
No hope within;
When ev’ry ray of light had fled,
O glorious day!
Raising my soul from out the dead,
Love found a way.

Chorus:
Love found a way to redeem my soul,
Love found a way that could make me whole;
Love sent my Lord to the cross of shame,
Love found a way, O praise His holy name!

Love bro’t my Savior here to die
On Calvary
For such a sinful wretch as I –
How can it be?
Love bridged the gulf ‘twixt me and heav’n,
Taught me to pray;
I am redeemed, set free, forgiv’n –
Love found a way.

Love opened wide the gates of light
To heav’n’s domain,
Where in eternal pow’r and might
Jesus shall reign;
Love lifted me from depths of woe
To endless day;
There was no help in earth below –
Love found a way.

Because God is in control, we have nothing to fear. 5

the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make straight paths 
for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed” 
(Hebrews 12:12-13).

The verses describe someone about to collapse physically, spiritually and 
emotionally from the chastening; and they exhort the individual not to faint 
from exhaustion under it. He is to make sure his feet stay on the “straight 
paths” because if he veers off onto a rough, bumpy path in his fatigued state, 
he could easily dislocate (turn or twist out of joint) his leg or foot, disqualifying 
him from the race.

In other words, the spiritually weak Jewish believers who were being 
persecuted were ready to return to their Jewish roots and needed an inner 
resolve to stay the course in their new faith. If they stayed the course, remained 
under God’s discipline with a correct attitude and looked to Him for strength 
to endure the persecution, He would heal them and bring them through 
victoriously.

Then the author admonished them, “Pursue peace with all people, and 
holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone 
fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause 
trouble, and by this many become defiled” (vv. 14-15).

Hymn

Tribulation and suffering befall all true Christians sometime in 
their lives. The believers addressed in the book of Hebrews were 
                    no exception. Persecution had left them weary in soul 
                    and emotionally drained. They had suffered severely 
                    and had experienced extreme privation and loss.

continued on pg. 6
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The word pursue means to try eagerly and earnestly to seek “peace” and 
“holiness” with “all people,” whether Christians or those who persecute 
them. The word holiness involves the believer’s sanctification in two ways: 
positional and progressive. Christians possess positional sanctification 
before God immediately upon receiving Christ as Savior. Yet they are being 
progressively sanctified through daily obedience to God’s commands. 
People who earnestly seek peace and holiness demonstrate they are true 
believers and, as such, “will see the Lord.”

The author warns Christians regarding their responsibility for the 
spiritual welfare of their fellow believers. They are to be “looking carefully” 
(see or give oversight, v. 15) with due diligence over their spiritual lives and 
attitudes toward others within the congregation for three reasons:

“Lest anyone fall short of the grace of God” (v. 15). Some interpret 
the phrase to refer to a person who professes faith in Christ but falls 

short of salvation because of persecution. In context, the phrase refers to 
believers who fail to appreciate and appropriate God’s grace, especially 
during persecution. Failing to do so makes Christ inoperative in one’s 
spiritual walk and can result in falling from grace (cf. Galatians 5:4) or being 
severed from the blessings and fellowship of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

“Lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this 
many become defiled” (Hebrews 12:15). Failing to appropriate God’s 

grace during persecution and suffering can lead to bitterness that will 
be manifested through actions and words. Bitterness eventually poisons 
the congregation; and “many become defiled,” often causing major 
divisions and schisms. The phrase is quoted from Deuteronomy 29:18 to 
illustrate how bitterness corrupted Israel in the wilderness and led to 
discouragement and idolatry.

“Lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one 
morsel of food sold his birthright” (Hebrews 12:16; cf. Genesis 25:27-

34). Esau is singled out to drive home the point. Scripture never calls Esau 
a “fornicator” (sexually immoral), although he probably was because of his 
involvement with heathen women. The word can be taken metaphorically, 
describing him as “profane” (unholy, irreligious, godless), having no regard 
for spiritual things and viewing them with contempt.

Esau was in line to inherit the birthright and attendant blessings; but 
being a secular man, he cared nothing about such things or his privileges 
from God. Instead, he trampled them underfoot. He sold his birthright for a 
“morsel of food,” a paltry price for a priceless treasure. Though he forfeited 
his birthright and blessing, his sonship remained. 

After seeing his error, Esau wanted the birthright and blessing back; 
but “he was rejected, for he found no place [opportunity] for repentance [a 
change of mind], though he sought it diligently with tears” (Hebrews 12:17). 
Esau was rejected because his decision was irrevocable.

The illustration of Esau’s willingness to forfeit his birthright and blessing 
sent a pointed and chilling message to Jewish believers. Their birthright 
was provided at Christ’s expense through His sacrifice on the cross. To 
return to their Jewish roots would forever cut them off from blessing and, 
ultimately, from maturity in Christ.

As believers, we must persevere through chastening and persecution 
because, in the end, God will bless us and bring us to maturity in Jesus.

David M. Levy is the director of International Ministries for The Friends of Israel. This 
article first appeared in the May/June 2012 issue of Israel My Glory magazine, published 

by The Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry. Copyright 2017 by The Friends of Israel. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

THE LORD’S CHASTENING
continued from pg. 5
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Every time we distinguish right from 
wrong and act accordingly, values 
are built inside of us. So, integrity 
is not so much something we pause 
to pray about, but rather it is the 
matching of our convictions with our 
conduct. However, the self-discipline 
of choosing the high road of proper 
behavior is dependent upon never 
losing the conscious awareness of 
the ever-present eyes of God upon 
our lives. The moment we wink at 
wrong and abandon what is right in 
favor of self-gratification, our values 
become distorted and we lose all God-
consciousness. English writer G.K. 
Chesterton said, “Men do not differ 
much about what things they will call 
evils; they differ enormously about 
what evils they will call excusable.” 
Within the ranks of God’s wisdom, a 
wrong will never be labeled as right 
no matter how many others are doing 
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A VOTE FOR INTEGRITY
continued from pg. 1

will not fear the future.” A person’s 
character is made up of the sum of 
his choices. Therefore, any staying 
power to achieve success tomorrow 
is dependent upon doing what is right 
today. With terms and definitions 
changing daily, what does it mean to 
possess genuine integrity?

Integrity is a life that 
is fixed in principle. 
In I Kings 9:4, God 

promised to establish forever the 
throne of Solomon “if thou wilt walk 
before Me, as David thy father walked, 
in integrity of heart…” It was a call for 
the steadfast pursuit of honesty and 
authenticity at all times. God knew 
that without a right heart it would 
be extremely difficult to do what 
is right. We are not given integrity 
at birth, but rather it is established 
into our heart one decision at a time. continued on pg. 8
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Having lived in Corinth, the 
apostle Paul was familiar with 

its Isthmian Games. He seemed to 
identify with one of its more popular 
events.

He likened his many life and 
ministry struggles to those of ancient 
boxers, noting he fought not for show 
but to win: “So fight I, not as one that 
beateth the air” (I Corinthians 9:26). 
Studying Paul’s bouts in the book of 
Acts, one cannot help noticing how 
many times he was knocked down by 
the enemy’s vicious blows: “cast down, 
but not destroyed” (II Corinthians 4:9).

In Philippi, Lystra, Ephesus and 
again in Jerusalem, Christ’s champion 
was decked by devils intent on 
terminating his spiritual boxing career. 
But by God’s grace and Paul’s grit an 
unmistakable pattern emerged: though 
often down, Paul was never out! Every 
time he regained his footing he went 
on to recover everything he had lost.

Like David at Ziklag, Paul refused to 
concede defeat…until God rang the bell. When 
that heavenly bell finally rang, he exclaimed, “I 
have fought a good fight. I have finished…” and manfully stepped out of life’s 
ring (II Timothy 4:7). Paul went out on top: a resilient champion, one who 
never stayed down, one who recovered all. May we, too, fight and finish well.

Recovering or relinquishing? At Ziklag, David suddenly lost everything: 
his family, men, hopes of kingship! Crushed, he sought God, who responded, 
“Pursue” (I Samuel 30:8) and promised, “You will surely recover everything” 
(NLT). Encouraged, David pursued… and recovered everything. Lost 
something? Something good? Something God gave you? Health, job, 
friends, spouse, child, favor, business, ministry, fruits of your labors, other 
precious things? Are waves of emotional turmoil – grief, regret, despair, a 
dark, sad sense that it’s too late – pounding your mind relentlessly? 
Welcome to Ziklag! Two questions loom: will you recover all or relinquish 
it to the enemy? Follow David’s lead. Refuse to remain defeated. First, repair 
your fellowship with God, abandoning all offense at Him or others. Then start 
pursuing. Pursue spiritually – seeking more of Jesus’ Word, presence, strength; 
and praying for guidance. Pursue practically – attending your responsibilities 
faithfully. Pursue humbly – let others help you; and thank God for all progress, 
even the smallest. Pursue courageously – bravely believing God’s promise to 
restore “everything.” Pursue vocally – when waves of doubt pound, remember 
God’s faithfulness and confess your faith: “I shall recover all!” Pursue 
relentlessly – renewing the battle daily… until you “recover everything.” 

Down... But Not Out!
by Greg Hinnant

it. Being fair, kind and honest are not 
only the right things to do, but they are 
also the virtues of a man who already 
committed the deed at heart long 
before the outward action occurred.

Integrity is a 
life that is firm 
under pressure.

When Job had reached the pinnacle 
of trial and suffering, God bragged 
on him to Satan in Job 2:3: “…still he 
holdeth fast his integrity.” Each of us 
would have been very understanding 
and forgiving if Job had acted out of 
character amidst his circumstances. 
But, as the temptation to do so arose, 
he refused to do or say anything that 
would damage his self-respect or bring 
dishonor to God. It was the courage 
combined with integrity that led to his 
triumph of peace.
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Once a man has surrendered his integrity, 
he at once becomes a con man and a phony. 
Any supposed integrity that is left becomes 
a burden as the days are spent striving and 
conniving to maintain an image.

The Trust, respect and hopes are stolen 
away from others, but it is himself from 
whom he steals the most. In such a 
condition, talent may take a man to a place 
where his character cannot sustain him. 
A great indicator of how far a man has 
moved from the plumb line of integrity is 
to measure his response when he is wrong. 
Either he will shift the blame like Adam, 
draw a sword like Herod or come clean like 
David. Charles Colton wrote, “Nothing so 
completely baffles one who is full of trickery 
and duplicity himself, than straightforward 
and simple integrity in another.” The 
inability to live genuinely through and 
through raises the perpetual fear of being 
found out. It is far more important for others 
to know who you are than what you do.

In Job 27:5, Job said, “…till I die I will not 
remove mine integrity from me.” It goes 
without saying that not everyone will finish 
strong or well. But, for those that do, there 
is a common thread that links each of them 
to one another and it is integrity. If we have 
lived with integrity, there is little that needs 
to be said because we have already given 
our own eulogy by how we lived our life. 
Charles Spurgeon said, “A good character 
is the best tombstone… Carve your name 
on hearts, not on marble.” Dead men tell 
no tales, but they can still collect a vote of 
approval.

Alan Stewart is Pastor of Rechoboth Baptist 
Church, Soddy Daisy, TN. Used by permission.

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical 
Tract Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, 
wanted to use this illustration 
because it symbolized the printed 
Gospel message that can point a 
lost soul to salvation through Jesus 
Christ and 
provide a safe 
harbor in Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out 
of the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS
COMING

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 If you want to know how to pray in the hard times, pray in the easy times.

Integrity is a quality that is not 
conditioned to shine only when the 
circumstances are favorable. In fact, like 
a diamond set against black velvet, its 
brilliance is enhanced the darker the 
challenge it faces. When the pressure 
to surrender to self-interest is matched 
by integrity there is a self-restraint that 
awards our conscience with the right of 
refusal. Naboth “refused to give” away his 
father’s honor of inheritance when Ahab 
offered money for his vineyard. Queen 
Vashti “refused to come at the king’s 
commandment” to defile her purity for 
his sick pleasure. Moses “refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” that 
he might receive greater honor in Christ. 
Albert Einstein said, “Not everything 
that counts can be counted and not 
everything that can be counted counts.” 
A man will gain infinitely more with 
integrity than he ever will in its absence. 
But, his simplest reward may be that of 
getting a better night’s rest knowing that 
he did right.

Integrity is a life that 
is free of pretense. 
In Proverbs 11:3, Solomon 

wrote, “The integrity of the upright shall 
guide them: but the perverseness of 
transgressors shall destroy them.” The 
phrase “perverseness of transgressors” is 
speaking of those with a life of duplicity 
and pretense. It is quite rare to find those 
with not a speck of deception, guile, 
conceit or hidden agenda in them. But, 
while none among us have yet to reach 
perfection, there is a distinct difference 
between being flawed and being a fraud. 

A VOTE FOR INTEGRITY
continued from pg. 7

Jesus is Coming Soon; Are You Ready?
EvangelistTHE


