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After the other two swimmers in his 
heat were disqualified because of 

false starts, Moussambani was forced to 
swim alone. He never put his head under 
the water’s surface and flailed wildly to 
stay afloat. With 10 meters left to the 
wall, he virtually came to a stop. Some 
spectators thought he might drown. The 
capacity crowd stood to their feet and 
cheered the swimmer on. After what 
seemed like an eternity, the African 
reached the wall and hung on for dear 
life. When he had caught his breath and 
regained his composure, the French-
speaking Moussambani said through 
an interpreter, “I want to send hugs and 
kisses to the crowd. It was their cheering 
that kept me going.”

Each of our lives is faced with a 
fair share of trials, difficulties and 
challenges. However, the manner in 
which we deal with them is often 
drastically different. Some will dig a 
trench and hunker down for a fight.     

Eric Moussambani of Equatorial Guinea 
was an unlikely hero of the 2000 Sydney 
Olympic Games. The 22-year-old African 

had only learned to swim 9 months earlier 
and had only practiced in a 20 meter pool

without lane markers. By special invitation under a special program that 
permits poorer countries to participate even though their athletes do not meet 
customary standards, he had been entered 

in the 100 meter men’s freestyle. 
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May God’s blessings rest on you until that day when He calls us Home to be 
with Him forever more. Even so come, Lord Jesus!

– Editor & Staff

CLOSING THOUGHT:
John Vincent, a Methodist Episcopal bishop of the early twentieth century 

and a leader of the Sunday School movement in America, once told of being in a 
large greenhouse where clusters of luscious grapes were hanging on each side. 
The owner of the greenhouse told him, “When the new gardener came here, 
he said he would not work with the vines unless he could cut them completely 
down to the stalk. I allowed him to do so and we had no grapes for two years, 
but this is the result.”

There is rich symbolism in this account of the pruning process when applied 
to the Christian life. Pruning seems to be destroying the vine, and the gardener 
appears to be cutting everything away. Yet he sees the future and knows that 
the final result will be the enrichment of the life of the vine and a greater 
abundance of fruit.

There are many blessings we will never receive until we are ready to pay the 
price of pain, for the path of suffering is the only way to reach them. J. R. Miller

EDITOR’S CORNER:
“Looking unto Jesus, the author and 

finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
(Hebrews 12:2)

Jesus came to this wretched world 
from the throne room of heaven. In 
the garden He faced an even tougher 
challenge. The physical pain on the 
cross was not the issue. The agony He 
dreaded was the penalty He would 
bear for the world’s sin, a penalty so 
harsh we will never comprehend it.

Why did Jesus do this? It was for 
the joy set before Him (Hebrews 12:2), 
the joy of accomplishing eternal 
redemption for humankind and the 
joy of sitting down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.

All of us here at ETD want to 
thank you again for your prayers 
and faithful support. You have been 
willing to share of your resources for 
one main reason: you have a burden 
for lost souls and a desire to see 
others come to know the Savior, Jesus 
Christ, personally. In many parts of 
the world, believers are being severely 
persecuted for their faith, and we 
are seeing the enemy gaining ground 
and doing everything he can to 
frustrate the Church of Jesus Christ. 
We need to be much in prayer that 
as God’s people we would be faithful 
and not allow ourselves to become 
unconcerned or uncaring for the 
unsaved.

God has been so faithful to this 
ministry for over 80 years and has 
brought multitudes to a saving 
knowledge of faith in Jesus Christ 
through the printed page that has 
been sent out over these many years.

Thank you for your sacrificial 
giving and for your prayers for us. 

by John Harder
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fromyourEditor

This “liberty” makes us free to 
heaven’s privileges and purposes 

– the Bible. Read this promise, 
believer, “When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you” (Isaiah 
43:2). Here is another one: “The 
mountains shall depart and the 
hills be removed, but my kindness 
shall not depart from you” (Isaiah 
54:10). You are a welcome guest at 
the table of His promises. Scripture 
is a treasury filled with boundless 
stores of God’s grace. It is the bank of 
heaven; you may withdraw from it as 
much as you please. Come in faith for 
you are welcome to all its blessings.

In the midst of trials let this 
freedom comfort you; though waves 
of sorrows and distress surround 
you, let this give you peace. Your 
Heavenly Father will always love you.

You are always invited to His 
Throne of grace. It is the believer’s 
privilege to have access at all times 
to his heavenly Father. Whatever our 
desires, our difficulties, our wants; 

we are at liberty to spread them 
all before Him. Though we have 
sinned time-and-again, we may 
ask and expect pardon. Though we 
may live in poverty, we may plead 
His promise that He will provide 
all things needful. We have 
permission to approach His throne 
at all times – in midnight’s darkest 
hour or in noonday’s burning heat. 
Exercise your right, O believer and 
live up to your privilege. You are 
free to all that is treasured up in 
Christ – wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and redemption. No 
matter what your need may be, 
there is an unlimited supply in 
Christ and it is there for you now. 
O what a freedom is yours! You 
have freedom from condemnation, 
freedom to His promises, freedom 
to the throne of grace, and at last 
freedom to enter heaven.

Adapted from Spurgeon’s Devotionals.

“The liberty wherewith Christ 
has made us free.” Galatians 5:1



I did, but with a little fear. 
‘Sup?’ I said in my Joe–cool voice, 
as I approached.

‘I want to read the Bible without having to read the 
Bible. I want to know this God you say lives in you, but I 
don’t have time to read the Bible. Can you help?’

I reached into my pocket and pulled out two tracts. I 
handed them to him and said, ‘After you’re done reading 
them, flag me down again. I have more to give you.’

The next day he called and waved me over again. ‘I 
read the things you call tracts. I don’t want any more.’ I 
thought the conversation was over there and then, but he 
had one more thing to say. ‘What I want is a Bible because 
I want to read one now after reading the tracts.’

That same day I provided a Bible for Naz. It’s been three 
weeks since that day and Naz has informed me that he 
now has that same God that lives in me, living in him.

Praise God! Thank you for always providing me with 
your tracts. They do work.”

Gary Waddell, Victory Ministries, USA:
“I thank you so much for the tracts you have sent 
out over the many years. I believe in Bible tracts 

and have for almost five decades. It is a very positive and 
proven method for evangelization. The written word stays 
with people much longer than the spoken word. Jesus said 
to go into all the world and preach the gospel. My prayer 
is that Christians, followers of Christ, will do everything 
in their power to get God’s Word out in every way possible 
these days. I pray God’s continued blessing on your 
ministry.”

Assemblies of God Church, Lagos, Nigeria:
“We received some of your tracts from friends 
in our congregation. We would like to request 

that you send us thousands of your tracts for use in open 
air crusades, street evangelism, prison evangelism and 
countless other ways. Please help us as you are able. May 
God the Father prosper and bless your ministry.”

Victor Valentin, USA:
“I want to thank you for helping me in my 
missionary work for the Lord. You would be 

amazed how many people eagerly accept your gospel tracts 
as we hand them out. Only God knows how many souls 
have been saved here in this part of New York. Thank you 
again so much for helping me bring the gospel message 
of Jesus Christ to seeking hearts. Please send me another 
supply in English and Spanish. Again, I want to
say that there are so many in this large city who know 
nothing about Jesus Christ and His love for them. We need 
to bring this all important message to them today.”

Bannidele Gboyega, Nigeria, West Africa:
“I received one of your tracts awhile ago entitled, 
‘Does Baptism Save?’ That message made me think 

about my spiritual need and helped me to turn to Jesus 
Christ for salvation. He transformed my life and helped me 
to see that others need to hear that same message. That is 
why I am asking you to send me some copies of your tracts 
for distribution in my community. I will be so grateful for 
any help you can give me.”

Ebenezer Quashie, Ghana, West Africa:
“I commend you for the wonderful work you are 
doing for God and for your willingness to help 

us as well. I am a believer in Jesus Christ and He called me 
to serve Him by sharing the gospel with the unsaved. Your 
gospel tracts have been very effective in drawing souls to 
Jesus Christ and I humbly ask you to send a supply to me for 
that purpose. I look forward to hearing from you soon.”

Adrian Torres, USA:
“He was well built. He had been in prison for sixteen 
years and for fifteen of those years all he cared 

about was working out and making his body super fit. I had 
known him for six of those years – but only from a distance. 
Imagine my surprise when he came looking for me. ‘Hey, 
Torres,’ he yelled, as he motioned for me to go to him.

around the World
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fromyourMissionaries
Evangelical Mission, Ibadan, Nigeria, West Africa:

“I have been blessed with the gospel tracts 
that you sent me last year and I give God 

all the glory. These tracts were a tremendous 
help to me and my co-workers in reaching out 
to more souls for Jesus. I pray that God will 
continue to meet your needs as you serve Him 
each day.”



The first day I went to work, I 
noticed three important signs at a 

major intersection just west of the office. 
I also noted how people respond to 
those signs.

Approaching from one direction there is 
a large stop sign. Some drivers ignore it 
and continue on their way, paying no 
attention to the potential consequences.

Just a little beyond the stop sign is 
a no-exit sign. Continuing down that 
road leads to the cemetery where I work. 
Drivers get to the end and realize their mistake. 
Fortunately, the city has built a U – turn space.

Approaching the same intersection from the opposite 
direction, some drivers rush on through the stop sign, 
trying to gain the time they lost or speeding up to get into 
the flow of highway traffic.

Perhaps the sign I like most is a large, diamond-shaped 
sign at the north approach to the intersection. Its yellow-
and-black checkered design, with opposing arrows, is 
hard to ignore. It announces that the traveler must make 
a choice of either going right or left. It isn’t necessary to 
stop, but you must slow down and make the right choice.

How true that is in life. It seems that everywhere we 
look there are signs of the times that reflect the coming of 
the Lord. We see them but respond differently to them.

Some people come to a sign and completely ignore 
it. They have no time to stop as they rush through life. 
They drive down the road of “no exit” at full speed, not 
realizing the consequences. With an attitude of “eat, 
drink and be merry, for tomorrow you might be at the 
cemetery,” they pay no heed to the signs. But Hebrews 
9:27 says, “and just as it is appointed for men to die once, 
and after that comes judgment”. At the end of life on 
earth, there will be no U – turn.

There are also many signs in life that give us a choice 
to go right or left. We must make the correct decision. The 
story is told in Luke 16 of two men and the choices they 
made. One, a beggar, heeded the signs and took the right 
path. The other, a rich man, went merrily through life but 
later lived in eternal torment. He begged the poor man to 
return to his family and warn them of the day to come.

Yes, there is still time to slow down and make the right 
choices. Let’s heed the signs of the times. “And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

 Signs of 
 the Times
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But, others will deem the battle not worth it and simply 
quit. Even among ministers, only 2 out of every 10 that 
start out in ministry will finish in ministry. In Matthew 
10, before Jesus sent His disciples out, He gave them 
power and instructions. He forewarned of hardship and 
persecution and then spoke these words in verse 22 “…
but he who endures to the end will be saved.” Jesus was 
not speaking of being saved from sin, but rather of being 
delivered and protected in the trial. It was a promise to 
give hope and inspiration when the pressure to give up 
became intense. When we take inventory of our lives, 
we are able to easily recognize the potential based on 
our gifts and abilities. But, I wonder how many of us 
know what it would take to make us quit? You see, it 
does not matter how far ahead you are in the race; if 
you quit running, you lose. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, 
“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, 
if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do you 
have to keep moving forward.” Jesus has also given us 
insight into the darkness and dangers that we will find 
ourselves amidst in the last days. With those clouds 
seemingly approaching over the horizon, it is urgent 
that we know why it is important to keep standing 
when the wind blows the hardest. Consider with me the 
blessing of enduring to the end.

We honor the Lord’s pattern. 
In John 4:34, Jesus said to His disciples, “…

My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and 
to accomplish His work.” Jesus would teach lessons, 
perform miracles and pray with extreme passion. He 
also faced contentious leaders, demanding crowds 
and the crush of betrayal. But, none of these things 
caused Him to abandon the task of suffering the cross 
to purchase our salvation. It was on the cross that He 
would proclaim, “It is finished.” Many things could be 
said of Jesus, but being a quitter was never one of them. 
If Jesus has truly made a dwelling place in our heart, 
then it should stand to reason that being a finisher is 
woven into our spiritual DNA. That is why the world still 
mocks the man that “began to build and was not able to 
finish.” Over and again in Scripture, those we remember 
most fondly are those that finish. The Tabernacle was 
to be precise in its detail, but “Moses finished the work.” 
Nehemiah labored until “the wall was finished.” Paul 
ran with singular purpose and “finished my course.” 
They, too, faced obstacles, opposition and oppression, 
but a higher calling gave them courage to not lay down 
and give up. Jimmy Draper wrote, “We are to be found 
faithful, no matter what… and our call is to stay the 
course for Christ.” A man will never know what the Lord 
could have done unless he lingers long enough to behold 
it. To pull-up before the finish is to live with the deepest 
of regrets in life.

by Dave Wintemute

ENDURING TO THE END
continued from pg. 1

From Alliance Life, 
May 2002. Used by 

permission.



We help the Lord’s people. 
In Deuteronomy 20:8, Moses 

gave this direction to the priests as 
they would call men into battle: “…
What man is there that is fearful 
and fainthearted? Let him go back 
to his house, lest the heart of his 
fellows melt as his heart.” He was 
well aware that quitting is contagious 
and has the potential of becoming 
an epidemic. It is imperative that 
we keep going, not so much for our 
own integrity, but for the many 
lives we have influenced. To resign, 
even for a season, is selfish and has 
more far-reaching effects than we 
could ever imagine. Once we stop, 
it is impossible to know who else 
will stop and go no further either. 
Noah lay down for just a moment 
and “exposed” his family to disgrace. 

  

Softly and Tenderly
Jesus Is Calling
by Will L. Thompson (1847-1909)

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
Calling for you and for me; 
See, on the portals He’s waiting and watching, 
Watching for you and for me. 

Refrain:
Come home, come home, 
You who are weary, come home; 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home! 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
Pleading for you and for me? 
Why should we linger and heed not His mercies, 
Mercies for you and for me?

Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, 
Passing from you and from me; 
Shadows are gathering, death’s night is coming, 
Coming for you and for me.

O for the wonderful love He has promised, 
Promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, 
Pardon for you and for me.

God gives special grace for each trial we face. 5

David paused for a year and discovered “the sword shall never depart from thy 
house.” Peter failed the Lord and went back to the old life of fishing and all the 
other disciples followed him. Nelson Mandela, the father of democracy in South 
Africa, said, “As we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people 
permission to do the same.” Just as our tears will often water someone else’s 
garden, our light gives others the confidence and assurance to keep pressing 
forward. In time, all of our lives will just be a memory to those coming behind 
us. We would do well to make the memory a good one.

We hear the Lord’s pleasure. 
In Matthew 25:21, Jesus said in a parable the words we all should long 

to hear “…Well done, good and faithful servant…” The parable was a reminder 
that we should remain faithful until the Lord comes because He always rewards 
those that are faithful. The one quality you will discover in the lives of those 
with enduring faith is their keen sense of awareness of an accountability to the 
Lord. Such knowledge will inspire a man to do what needs to be done whether 
he feels like it or not. God neither forgets nor overlooks those that continue to 
trust in His wisdom, timing and power in trying times rather than shutting 
down and challenging His reasons. That is why God’s reward is not based on 
the size of our task, but rather by how faithful we are with our task. Brother 

Hymn

Mr. Thompson was born in East Liverpool, 
Ohio, the youngest of 7 children. 

In 1873, he attended the New England 
Conservatory of Music in Boston before 
continuing his musical studies in Germany.

Mr. Thompson was a composer of both 
patriotic and gospel songs, but they were 
rejected by publishers of his day. Will then 
formed his own company, the Thompson 
Music Company.

In 1880, Mr. Thompson wrote “Softly and Tenderly”. It quickly 
became popular as a hymn of invitation in evangelistic meetings. 

Dwight L. Moody loved this hymn and used it 
extensively at his rallies, both in America and 
Britain.

Mr. Thompson also wrote “Jesus Is All the 
World to Me” and “Lead Me Gently Home 
Father”.

During a vacation in Europe with his 
family, Mr. Thompson took ill and, shortly 
after returning home, he died. The year was 
1909.

continued on pg. 8



Taken Asideby Jesus

6 Jesus gave His all for me – how can I give Him less?
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“And He took him aside 
from the multitude…” (Mark 7:33)

aul withstood not only the tests 
that came while he was active in 

his service to Christ but also the tests 
of solitude during captivity. We may 
be able to withstand the strain of the 
most intense labor, even if coupled 
with severe suffering and yet 
completely break down if set aside 
from all Christian activity and work. 
This would be especially true if we 
were forced to endure solitary 
confinement in a prison cell.

Even the most majestic bird, which 
soars higher than all others and 
endures the longest flights, will 
sink into despair when placed in a 
cage, where it is forced to helplessly beat its 
wings against its prison bars. Have you ever seen a magnificent eagle 
forced to languish in a small cage? With bowed head and drooping wings, 
it is a sad picture of the sorrow of inactivity.

To see Paul in prison is to see another side of life. Have you noticed how 
he handled it? He seemed to be looking over the top of his prison wall and 
over the heads of his enemies. Notice how he even signed his name to his 
letters – not as the prisoner of Festus, nor of Caesar and not as a victim of 
the Sanhedrin, but as “the prisoner of the Lord” (Ephesians 4:1). Through it all, 
he saw only the hand of God at work. To him, the prison became a palace, 
with its corridors resounding with shouts of triumphant praise and joy.

Forced from the missionary work he loved so well, Paul built a new 
pulpit – a new witness stand. And from his place of bondage arose some 
of the most encouraging and helpful ministries of Christian liberty. What 
precious messages of light came from the dark shadows of his captivity.

Also think of the long list of saints who have followed in the footsteps 
of Paul and were imprisoned for their faith. For twelve long years, John 
Bunyan’s voice was silenced in an English jail in Bedford. Yet it was there 
he wrote the greatest work of his life, Pilgrim’s Progress – read by more 
people than any other book except the Bible. He once said, “I was at home 
in prison, and my great joy led me to sit and write and write.” And the 
darkness of his long captivity became a wonderful dream to light the path 
of millions of weary pilgrims.

Madame Guyon, the sweet-spirited French saint, endured a lengthy time 
behind prison walls. And like the sounds of some caged birds whose songs 
are more beautiful as a result of their confinement, the music of her soul 
has travelled far beyond her dungeon walls to remove the sadness of many 
discouraged hearts.

Oh, the heavenly consolation that God has 
caused to flow out of places of solitude!

From Streams In The Desert 
by L.B. Cowman & James 

Reimann. Used by permission.



We’ve all heard sermons about 
“But God” moments in sacred 

history. Worse than the worst befell 
the righteous – but God intervened to 
rescue them and give them the best 
of the best. But there’s another side to 
this story.

It’s the enduring faith of the 
faithful. When the worst visited, 
their faith held firm. They continued 
trusting the God they knew despite 
ridiculous odds, unexplained 
contradictions, impending disasters 
and laughing enemies. Their secret 
code word was “yet”!

When inundated with 
impossibilities, these iron saints 
declared, in a spirit of utter abandon, 
they would “yet” continue trusting 

the shout of saints, the overcomer’s mantra, the distinctive sound of gold being 
successfully tried in the fire! It still is.

Why or yet? Which word describes your usual reaction in the crunch – when 
adversities challenge your peaceful trust in Jesus? Immature Christians whine, 
worry, and “why” God. “Lord, why did you allow this, do that, not do this?” 
They don’t yet fully trust God’s character. Subconsciously they’re unsure He’s 
always loving, faithful and just whatever happens. Maturing believers are 
learning to “trust in Him at all times” (Psalm 62:8) with abandoned, courageous 
faith. In the crunch, they respond not “why” but “yet” like: the psalmist, when 
facing oppressive enemies, “I shall YET praise Him” (Psalm 42:5, 11); Job, when 
facing grievous losses (Job 13:15); Habakkuk, when facing national desolation 
(Habakkuk 3:17-18); Martha, when facing a surprising death (John 11:25). If we 
“why” God, we’ll sink, then fall! Doubting Christ’s character severs our life-
connection, decreasing the Spirit’s sustaining strength, wisdom, hope. But if 
we cry “yet,” we’ll stand, then soar! Can’t trust like Job and Habakkuk? Why 
not? They were defeated ones whom God made undefeatable, ordinary people 
in whom He developed extraordinary God-confidence. Choose to develop: “YET 
will I trust in Him!” Begun yet?

   Yet Will I 
Trust in Him!

by Greg Hinnant

every sound, I found after a while that when the other voices ceased, or I ceased 
to hear them, there was a still, small voice in the depths of my being that began 
to speak with inexpressible tenderness, power and comfort.

As I listened, it became to me the voice of prayer, the voice of 
wisdom, the voice of duty. I did not need to think so hard, or 
pray so hard, or trust so hard. But that still, small voice of 
the Holy Spirit in my heart was God’s prayer in my soul, 
was God’s answer to all my questions, was God’s life and 
strength for soul and body and became the substance 
of all knowledge, prayer and blessing. It was the living 
God Himself as my life, my all.

It is thus that our spirit drinks in the life of our risen 
Lord, and we go forth to life’s conflicts and duties like 
a flower that has drunk in, through the shade of 
night, the cool and crystal drops of dew. But as 
dew never falls on a stormy night, so the 
dew of His grace never comes to 
the restless soul.

Our salvation is secure because God is doing the holding. 7

A  friend once gave 
 me a book called 

True Peace. It was an old, medieval 
message and it had but one thought – 
that God was waiting in the depths of 
my being to talk to me, if I would only 
get still enough to hear His voice.

I thought this would be an easy 
matter and so began to get still. But I 
had no sooner started than a perfect 
pandemonium of voices reached my 
ears, a thousand clamoring notes 
from without and within, until I 
could hear nothing but their noise.

Some were my own voices, my own 
questions, my very prayers. Others 
were suggestions of the tempter and 
voices from the world’s turmoil.

I was pulled and pushed in every 
direction and greeted with noisy 
acclamations and unspeakable 
unrest. It seemed necessary for me to 
listen to some of them and to answer 
some of them, but God said, “Be still, 
and know that I am God.”

Be Still and   
by A.B. Simpson

Then came the conflict of thoughts 
for tomorrow and its duties and cares. 
Again, God said, “Be still.”

And as I listened and shut my ears to 

Know

God’s integrity. Whatever had changed, He was the 
same. Whatever evil had triumphed, He was still good. 
Whoever had been unfaithful, He was still faithful. 
Thus they believed, thus they spoke, thus they stood. 
Their defiant “yet” was the stuff of spiritual greatness, 



Boston Marathon was asked the question, 
“What do you think are your chances of 
winning?” He replied, “Winning? Man, I 
just want to finish!” Such is the desire of 
my life. I want to finish! A month before 
college basketball coach Jim Valvano would 
die with cancer, he gave a powerful word 
of encouragement. He said, “Don’t give up. 
Don’t ever give up.” The moment you stop, 
you will discover the end is closer than 
you thought. The God who has seen you 
through thus far is the same God who can 
be trusted to cheer you on to the finish.

Alan Stewart is Pastor of Rechoboth Baptist 
Church, Soddy Daisy, TN. Used by permission.

Lawrence wrote, “Let us think often that 
our only business in this life is to please 
God. Perhaps all besides is but folly 
and vanity.” David discovered when he 
pleased God, his enemies were made “to 
be at peace with him.” Paul noted when 
he pleased God, he “would abound more 
and more.” Enoch found when he pleased 
God, he was drawn into intimate access 
with God’s presence. When our actions 
spring from a desire to bring pleasure 
and joy to our Father’s heart, He then 
ensures that “all these things shall be 
added unto you.”

A man who was preparing to run in the 

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical 
Tract Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, 
wanted to use this illustration 
because it symbolized the printed 
Gospel message that can point a 
lost soul to salvation through Jesus 
Christ and 
provide a safe 
harbor in Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out 
of the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS
COMING

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 To make it in a tough world, keep in touch with God.

ENDURING TO THE END
continued from pg. 5

Jesus is Coming Soon; Are You Ready?
EvangelistTHE

Recently I switched rooms in the  
 home I rent. This took longer than 

expected because I didn’t want to simply 
transfer my (extensive) mess to a new 
room; I wanted a completely fresh and 
uncluttered start. After hours and hours 
of cleaning and sorting, bags of stuff sat 
by the front door to be thrown away, 
donated or recycled. But at the end of 
this exhausting process was a beautiful 
room I was excited to spend time in.

My housecleaning project gave me a 
fresh perspective when reading I Peter 
2:1, as paraphrased in The Message: “So, 
clean house! Make a clean sweep of 
malice and pretense, envy and hurtful 
talk.” Interestingly, it’s after a joyful 
confession of their new life in Christ (1:1-
12) that Peter urges them to throw away 

destructive habits 
(1:13-2:3). When 
our walk with 
the Lord feels 
cluttered and our 
love for others 
feels strained,  
this shouldn’t cause us to question our 
salvation. We don’t need to change our 
lives to be saved, but because we are (1:23).

As real as our new life in Christ is, bad 
habits learned do not disappear overnight. 
So, on a daily basis, we need to “clean 
house,” throwing away all that prevents us 
from fully loving others (1:22) and growing 
(2:2). Then, in that new, clean space, we 
can experience the wonder of being freshly 
built (v.5) by Christ’s power and life.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the new life 
You are building in us through our Lord Jesus. 
Help us to daily turn to 
You for cleansing and 
renewal.

“So put away all 
malice and all guile 

and insincerity 
and envy and all 

slander.” (I Peter 2:1)

Cleaning    
 House

From Our Daily Bread 
July 1, 2017. Used by 

permission.




