
Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!
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there’s warfare in the home – 
there’s conflict all around us. 
James says that these quarrels, 
fights, disputes and contentions come from 
within, from the fallenness of our hearts. 
The motivation for these conflicts is envy, 
or covetousness, which is a transgression 
we rarely hear about in our own day.

Conflict is the fruit of covetous hearts 
that want what others have. Now, it’s not 
inherently wrong to want something we 
don’t have. James’ statement that we do not 

        have because we do not ask 

“What causes quarrels and what causes 
fights among you? Is it not this, that 
your passions are at war within you? 
You desire and do not have, so you 
murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so 
you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 
spend on your passions.” (James 4:1-3)

The world is marked by warfare. There’s 
global war and national conflict; there’s 
warfare in the church; 
there’s warfare in 
the community; 

implicitly calls us to ask God to give us our 
desires. We should feel no shame when we 
desire good things as long as our desire 
does not make those good things into 
idols. The warning against covetousness 
comes into play when James acknowledges 
that sometimes we ask wrongly for what 
we don’t have. Sometimes we ask for good 
things in the wrong spirit.

What does this mean? Consider that 
we ask for things because we believe 
they will make us happy. This turns into 
covetousness when we believe that we have 
an inalienable right to pursue pleasure 
as the source of happiness. Maximizing 
pleasure is our culture’s chief goal, but 
happiness and pleasure are profoundly 
different.

James is sometimes called the “New Testament 
book of Proverbs.” That’s because of passages 

such as James 4 that give us a series of loosely linked 
aphorisms of practical, godly wisdom. This chapter 
begins with our universal concern about conflict:
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true knowledge of God. Apart from the in-dwelling Holy Spirit we have no ability to live 
lives morally pleasing to God. A lot of people search for identity and self-fulfillment. Most 
look for it in repeated highs of promotions, exotic vacations or an endless parade of worldly 
possessions. But real fulfillment comes from serving God by serving others. When we give 
ourselves away in service to others, we find meaning and joy in life that selfishness can 
never equal.

A TEACHER AND A GOSPEL TRACT:
Mary was in trouble. For years she had left gospel tracts on her desk for the students 

in the algebra class she taught. A lawyer on the school board had vowed to have her fired 
because of her overt Christian witness, and when he was elected president of the school 
board, he made good on his threat.

Fighting her dismissal, Mary finally got her job back after six months. In a strange turn 
of events, she discovered that the board members who had lobbied for her dismissal were 
themselves guilty of certain misdeeds, and they were in turn dismissed from the board – 
including the hostile lawyer. Again he vowed that he would one day ruin her and that his 
children would never be allowed in her classes.

Months later Mary attended the funeral of a student at her school. She arrived late and 
was seated next to the irate lawyer! Though uncomfortable, Mary felt compelled to hand the 
lawyer one of the tracts she always had in her purse. The only one she had happened to be 
written by a Christian lawyer.

Time passed and at the 
beginning of a new semester 
the lawyer’s daughter was 
assigned to Mary’s algebra 
class. Mary told the lawyer’s 
daughter that she should be 
assigned to another teacher, 
in keeping with her father’s 
wishes. Smiling broadly, the 
lawyer’s daughter said that 
would not be necessary, for 
her father had accepted Jesus 
Christ as his Savior because 
of Mary’s faithful witness and 
because of the tract that she 
had handed him that day at 
the funeral!

Mary’s story is current, 
plucked fresh from our 
contemporary culture. Her 
testimony, like that of so many 
others, is that God continues 
to honor the distribution of 
gospel literature.

– Editor & Staff

PRAISE & THANKS:
In a world that seems to be sinking 

rapidly, it is good to know there is hope 
and a message that can anchor our lives. 
We here at Evangelical Tract Distributors 
have been given the task of bringing the 
gospel message to as many people as 
we can while the doors of grace are still 
open. A fact of great importance is that 
we remain more challenged than ever 
before to make Jesus Christ known to a 
lost world all around us.

We are so grateful for each and 
every one of you that prayed for us and 
supported us again this past month. Your 
willingness to stand by this ministry has 
greatly encouraged us as we continue to 
move forward in spreading the gospel 
through the printed page. You will be 
encouraged to know that we are ahead of 
budget year-to-date by just over $9,000. 
Our prayer is that God will continue to 
burden hearts and that the year ahead 
will find us meeting all the needs that 
arise each day. If you have not had the 
opportunity as yet to assist us, we would 
invite you to help us as soon as you are 
able. A gift of any amount will be most 
appreciated. We pray God’s richest 
blessings on you for your faithfulness.

We read in Isaiah 43:1, 3: “Fear not, for 
I have redeemed you. I have called you by 
name; you are Mine. For I am the Lord 
your God, your Savior.”

Although the verse above was written 
to Jacob, who also represented the people 
of Israel, it is a promise that all of us can 
claim personally. God’s gift of salvation 
is so wonderful and so free. It is such a 
precious gift; one that is so undeserved, 
yet so freely given to all who claim the 
Name of Jesus Christ and own Him as 
Lord of their lives. So many in this world 
are still living in bondage even though 
they may think they are free. God still 
loves them, but His love is a gift that 
must be accepted and personally applied.

Apart from Jesus Christ we have no 

by John Harder
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Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel message 
of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Every believer in Christ is involved in spiritual warfare 
every day. We cannot afford, therefore, to enter 
the day complacently.

In an article for the 
San Francisco Chronicle, 
Herb Caen wrote, 
“Every morning in Africa, 
a gazelle wakes up. It knows it 
must run faster than the fastest lion or it will be killed. 
Every morning a lion wakes up. It knows it must outrun 
the slowest gazelle or it will starve to death. It doesn’t 
matter whether you’re a lion or a gazelle; when the sun 
comes up, you’d better be running.”

British pastor Charles Spurgeon wrote: “If you are 
not seeking the Lord, the devil is seeking you.” We 
must not wait until we are attacked by Satan to think 
about the strategy we should use to escape the enemy 
of our soul. We must seek the Lord early, keenly aware 
that “the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8).

In Psalm 5 we read that David expressed his need for 
God’s help. He came to the Lord early in the morning, 
seeking His guidance and protection. (vv. 3, 8, 12).

Let’s not move into any new day without being 
aware of our urgent need for the Lord. Preparedness is 

                        the best way to be ready for Satan’s 
                           attack.

From Our Daily Bread, February 2000.
Used by permission.

Early Defense 
System

         Start each day 
   with your armor in 
   place and your marching   
                   orders in hand. 

by David C. Egner



  

Alice Ellis, USA:
“Your 
ministry has 

been a wonderful 
blessing to me. I enjoy 
your Newsletter so much and I share it with 
many people at the Casino’s near my home. I am praying for you 
and your staff daily. I am 80 years old but Jesus keeps me going. 
Please send me the tracts that I have listed in my letter. I thank you 
very much.”

Christian Tract Distributors, Zambia, South Africa:
“I greet you in Jesus’ precious Name. I pray that this 
letter finds you well. I am writing to ask for your support 

I supply us with more gospel literature. Pray also for the many 
physical needs we face daily as we minister to the needy and 
orphans. We are waiting to hear from you.”

John Akam, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria:
“Thousands of refugees from Northern Nigeria are now 
camping in our area with us. These are people who have 

lost everything they had in life because of the persecution of the 
Boko Haram. Many of them are believers but there are also many 
with whom we want to share the way of salvation as well as the 
basic necessities of life. Your gospel tracts will greatly help us to 
give them the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are 
thankful to your supporters who are helping you so that we in turn 
can help those who are on our very doorstep.”

Dr. Paul B. Okon-Inyang, Calabar, Nigeria:
“I write to express my profound gratitude for your 
support to our Christian ministry here in south–eastern 

Nigeria. We are thankful that as yet we have not had to face 
persecution as the Christians in the northern part of Nigeria. The 
doors are still open for us to spread the gospel of Christ to many 
people. We are amazed at the many students who have listened to 
the Word of God proclaimed to them, and many are following the 
Lord faithfully. We pray that you will be able to continue sending 
us more gospel tracts as they are bringing many to salvation 
in Christ. May God bless you richly.”

Abayomi Alli, Lagos, Nigeria:
“We wish to express our thanks for your generous support 
in expanding the kingdom of God in our region through 

the literature that we have received. The gospel tracts have helped 
immensely in promoting the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
hospitals, schools, prisons and through street evangelism. We 
pray that God will bless your ministry as you have so wonderfully 
blessed us. We look forward for more help in the near future.”

Living Waters Rural Evangelism, Vadali, India:
“We are always praying for ETD in Canada. We recently 
received another supply of your English tracts and they 

have proven to be very useful in our State. With your permission 
I will be translating some of them into Tamil and Hindi because 
I know they will be greatly blessed and people will come to know 
the Lord as they read them. Please pray also for our ministry to 
orphans that many will serve the Lord as they grow up.”

Damiano Deloso, Philippines:
“Thank you so much for the 
gospel tracts that I received 

from your hands last year. They are very 
useful in our ministry. If you have more 
copies of the tract, ‘Blood Redemption’, 
we would be pleased to have as many as 
you can spare. We appreciate so much 
your part in our ministry here. May 
God bless you very much.”

Evangelist Simon Ekwuelem, 
Lagos, Nigeria:

“I have been receiving and 
distributing gospel literature 

from your ministry since 2001. With God’s help we are in the 
process of establishing a local church and seeking to win more 
souls for Christ Jesus, our soon coming King of kings. Your tracts 
have been a great help in the past and I trust that you will be able 
to help us once again. They have been used with tremendous 
success and I know God will bless His Word as it is read by many. 
Please do help us again as soon as you can.”

around the World
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fromyourMissionaries
Pastor K. Nathanael, Nawalapitiya, Sri Lanka:

“I am doing God’s work in the hill 
country of Sri Lanka, but I have very 

little support. Please send me different kinds 
of Tamil and Sinhala tracts to distribute to the 
people in these areas. I am so grateful for the 
work you do in providing these wonderful 
messages of God’s love. Please help me.”



A world in despair needs churches that care.4

that after Jesus says, “I and the Father are one,” 
they take up stones to kill Him.

When you draw a line in the sand, you’re 
going to get a reaction, and not always a 
positive one. Some people are going to reject it, 
sometimes with hostility. But others will lean 
in. The thing people can’t do with an exclusive 
Christianity is truly be ambivalent about it. The 
gospel forces the issue.

I think this may be what is contributing to 
the quiet revival in New England, which is 
now the least churched region of the nation 
and is chock-full of people who claim to love 

inclusion and tolerance. Since 
1970, the population of Boston 
has declined, but the number of 
churches in the city has almost 
doubled, and the number of people 

attending church has more than tripled in that 
same period.

Across New England, conservative churches 
are on a slow increase, while all others are in 
a continuing decline. You would think this 
should not be the case, given that the “safe 
Jesus” is found in the more liberal mainline 
and heterodox congregationalist churches. But 
the compelling Jesus, it turns out, is found in 
the evangelical communities.

How are evangelical churches with 
conservative theology preaching this old story 
bringing people to the faith in the hard soil of 
the Northeast? Well, it seems counter-intuitive, 
but when you draw a line in the sand, you tend 
to move people.

But the gospel of Jesus is singularly 
compelling for another reason: it provides 
security. Unlike other religions or 
philosophies, Christianity doesn’t offer 
certainty of human will or human intellect. 
It offers instead certainty of divine will and 
atonement. The security that Christianity’s 
exclusive gospel offers is different from the 
security offered by other religions, which 
say, “If you can jump through these hoops, 
you can be saved.”

That sort of religion sounds secure on the 
surface, but there are too many variables 
involved. Every other religion is a treadmill 
of hoop-jumping. You can never be sure 

you’ll go far enough or get good enough to 
“make it.” Christianity, however, because of 
what Christ has done, offers the security that 
says, “There’s nothing you could do to make 
God love you less.”

I remember sharing the gospel with a 
Muslim cab driver in Washington, D.C., and 
one thing the driver said stuck with me. He 

t is impossible to be ambivalent about Jesus. He 
said so Himself (Matthew 12:30). It should come 
as no surprise, then, to see that as Jesus traveled 

around preaching, teaching and doing ministry, He had 
an immensely polarizing effect on those He encountered. 
Some responded in loving awe and others in seething 
hatred. And this would not have been true if Jesus had simply been what many 
modern thinkers assume He was – a good moral teacher. No, Jesus is not quite so safe 
as all that. Jesus Christ is a spiritual disruption of the space-time continuum.

Just as in the days of His earthly ministry, the truth claims of Christ and His 
church continue to both resonate and repel. Of course, it’s the repulsion that many 
evangelicals today are concerned about. Some of them are concerned enough about 
it that they seek to soften some of the harder edges of the Christian faith to make it 
more appealing. And what we discover in adulterating the message of Jesus is that we 
may soften people’s objections to Him, but we also temper their enthusiasm. The safe 
Jesus of modern evangelicalism is not offensive, but neither is He very compelling.

No, we must embrace the 
real Jesus – Jesus as He 
was and is, with all His 
cross-taking demands and 
soul-baring truths. And 
when we do so, we will 
discover that for all the 
animosity the real Jesus stirs 
up, there are also a good 
many affections for Him 
stirred up as well. This is 
how Jesus Himself described 
this phenomenon:

There is something 
fascinating here, something that plays out on the spiritual plane. Jesus is basically 
saying that the Jews’ lack of devotion to Him is not due to a lack of data. He’s told 
them the truth. But some have “the ears to hear” and others do not. There is no 
middle ground. You either belong to Him or you don’t.

This is the first way in which the message of Christ’s gospel is so compelling: you 
have to respond to it. And you will notice if you read a little further into the passage 

by Jared C. Wilson

It seems 
counter-intuitive, 
but when you 
draw a line in the sand, 
you tend to move 
people.

       So the Jews gathered around Him and said to Him, 

       “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You are 

       the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I 

told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do 

in My Father’s name bear witness about Me, but you 

do not believe because you are not among My sheep. 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they 

follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 

My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than 

all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 

hand. I and the Father are one.” (John 10:24-30)

Uniqueness
The Gospel’s

  

Compelling  



was a nominal Muslim by his own admission; he was 
Islam’s version of “spiritual, but not religious.” I asked 
him what he believed about forgiveness, and he said there 
were things you could do that would be so bad that God 
couldn’t forgive you. He said that was one of the problems 
with Islamic terrorism – Allah won’t forgive that. It’s too 
terrible. I appreciated that he got the gravity of sin. Murder 
is indeed a terrible, wrath-deserving sin – mass murder 
even more so. But I wanted him to also somehow grasp the 
great gravity of grace.

He could not imagine a God who would turn a blind eye 
to murder. But we don’t have a God who turns a blind eye 
to murder. He punishes every murder; He punishes every 
sin. It’s just that, for those who repent and believe in Jesus 
Christ, the punishment is borne by Christ on the cross.

This kind of exclusivity – saving grace is exclusive to 
Christianity and exclusive to those who trust in Christ – 
provides the best kind of security because it posits that 
refuge from God’s wrath is only found in God Himself. 
And there is no place more secure than God Himself.

Rev. Jared C. Wilson is director of content strategy for 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas City, Mo., 

and managing editor of For the Church. 
From Tabletalk, January 2017. Used by permission.

 have several grapevines in my garden and each year I cut out loads 
of long, spindly vines. Unless I remove these, they will take all the 

strength that should go into the fruit. No vine can be fully fruitful 
without pruning.

Jesus said that His Father prunes His children. The richest, the 
fullest, the most fruitful lives are those that have been strengthened 
through the painful process of tribulation. We have no right to believe 
that God will use us until He has cut away whatever hinders our 
growth. What we see as tragedies may be only blessings in disguise 
and the very opportunities through which God chooses to exhibit His 
love and grace.

Are you, my friend, being pruned today? Has the dearest in life 
been torn from you? Have all your dreams faded? Remember that if 
you could see the purpose of these problems from the standpoint 
of God’s wisdom and of eternity, if you could interpret these trials in 
their relationship to life’s blessings, you would be able to 
dry your tears and praise the Lord for them all.

God will not withhold any good thing “from those 
who walk uprightly” (Psalm 84:11). Even in your painful 
situation, you can trust Him to do what is best.

Because our Father’s heart is grieved
Each time we go astray,
He lifts His chastening hand in love
To guide us in His way.

The Need of Pruning
by M. R. DeHaan

  

Near the Cross
by Fanny Crosby (1820-1915)

anny Crosby was born in Putnam County, New 
York in 1820 and was blinded in infancy through 

the malpractice of a doctor. In 1835, she enrolled in a 
school for the blind in New York City, staying there 
twelve years, first as a student, then as a teacher. Her 
remarkable poetry brought widespread acclaim to
the school and she frequently recited her work 
for visiting dignitaries.

In 1850, Fanny, thirty, attended a revival meeting at New York’s 
Thirtieth Street Methodist Church. During these services, she felt 
something was missing in her life. On two occasions during the 
meetings, she prayed with counselors, but without gaining assurance of 
a personal relationship with God. On November 20, 1850, as the altar 
call was given, Fanny went forward and found Christ as her Savior. The 
congregation was singing Isaac Watts’ great hymn about the cross:

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light
And the burden of my heart rolled away –
It was there by faith I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day.
Shortly thereafter, Fanny turned her poetic skills to hymn writing 

and many of her songs focused on the theme of the cross. This hymn 
was composed after Cincinnati businessman William Doane gave her a 
melody he had written. Fanny, listening to it, felt it said, “Jesus, keep me 
near the cross,” and she promptly wrote the words.

Jesus, keep me near the cross – there a precious fountain,
Free to all, a healing stream, flows from Calvary’s mountain.
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever,
Til my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me;
There the Bright and Morning Star sheds its beams around me.
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever,
Til my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day with its shadows o’er me.
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever,
Til my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever,
Til I reach the golden strand just beyond the river.
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever,
Til my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

Wisdom is knowing when to speak your mind and when to mind your speech. 5



Greatest 

6 Whether sins are great or small, Jesus can forgive them all.
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by Marian Dailey Holbrook

The

Sermon
I Ever Heard

Itlasted only 20 minutes. 
That’s all. Twenty minutes. But 

the greatest sermon I ever heard 
was delivered in a small North 
Carolina mountain community 
nestled near the scenic and well-traveled 
Blue Ridge Parkway.

Mr. Poole, a supply pastor, was bent over as he walked 
to the pulpit in the small white-frame church. He looked 
frail. He looked tired. I wondered if this ailing, elderly man 
would even have the strength to deliver a message at all.

When he began to speak, my earlier fears were confirmed. I could barely hear 
him. He read the Scripture in a voice barely above a whisper.

He lifted his head and quietly announced, “Today I want to talk to you about 
heaven.” He began by recounting his childhood impressions of heaven: streets 
of gold, choirs of angels, endless days with no nights and plenty of cool streams 
stocked with an abundance of mountain trout.

He walked to the side of the pulpit and, without benefit of notes, began to speak 
from his heart. He told of the glory that awaits God’s children when they step 
through the gates of heaven.

He lifted his bony arms heavenward and talked about God the Father, who wants 
nothing so much as for His children to love Him in return.

He talked about God the Son, whose obedience to the cross makes it possible for 
the redeemed to enjoy the benefits of heaven for all eternity.

He talked about God the Holy Spirit and His work 
as comforter and guide to the faithful, who are 
promised an eternity in heaven.

The old preacher, his face by now glowing, with 
the sun’s rays filtering through the church windows, 
described heaven as he thought it would be, painting it 
with gentle brush strokes and pastel colors that left us 
speechless. That left us longing. That left us weeping.

No one stirred. Not a sound could be heard in the church except the strained 
voice of this frail man of God who made heaven real, unforgettable and, joy of joys, 
obtainable.

And then it was over. Without music, without announcements, without anything 
that would distract us from the verbal feast that had been delivered to us, he quietly 
said, “May the blessings of Almighty God be upon you. Amen.” 

Marian Dailey Holbrook is a retired teacher, newspaper columnist and author. She and her 
husband are graduates of Nyack (N. Y.) College and are members of Traphill Baptist Church in 

Traphill, N. C. Her two sisters, Marjorie Cowles and Norma Gardner are former missionaries 
with the C&MA. September 2001 Issue. Reprinted from Alliance Life. The official 

Magazine of the Christian & Missionary Alliance.

I wondered if 
this ailing, elderly 

man would even 
have the strength 

to deliver a 
message at all.



Alone With God

on to them. It may mean that we do less 
outward, visible work, but the work we do 
will have more depth and power. Another 
wonderful result will be that people will 
see “no one except Jesus” (Matthew 17:8) 
in our lives.

The impact of being alone with God in 
prayer cannot be overemphasized.

If chosen men had never been alone,
In deepest silence open-doored to God,
No greatness would ever have been 
dreamed or done.

From Streams In The Desert
Used by permission.

 

When the chips are down, our 
confidence must be up. 

“Maybe,” “hope so,” or “the chances 
are good” won’t get us through 
fiery trials, floods of trouble, evil 
days and midnight hours. We have 
to know – absolutely, completely, 
beyond the shadow of a doubt – 
God is with us! But this solid gold 
God-confidence can’t be faked.

It must be bought. We buy it 
by paying the price of a steadily 
surrendered life, a life lived God’s 
way, on His side, every day. Jesus 
challenged us to “buy of Me gold tried 
in the fire” or acquire the priceless 
assurance that God is with us, 
whatever the confusing contradictions, 
conundrums, or crucibles we face 
(Revelation 3:18). This brief devotional 
helps point the way.

Sure He’s On Your Side?

To multiply your joy, count your blessings. 7

eft alone! What different emotions these words bring to mind for 
each of us. To some they mean loneliness and grief, but to others they 

mean rest and quiet. To be left alone without God would be too horrible for words, 
while being left alone with Him is a taste of Heaven! And if His followers spent 
more time alone with Him, we would have spiritual giants again.

Our Master set an example for us. Remember how often He went to be alone with 
God? And there was a powerful purpose behind His command “When you pray, go into 
your room, close the door and pray.” (Matthew 6:6). The greatest miracles of Elijah and 
Elisha took place when they were alone with God. Jacob was alone with God when he 
became a prince (see Genesis 32:28). In the same way, we too may become royalty and 
people who are “wondered at” (Zechariah 3:8). Joshua was alone when the Lord came to 
him (see Joshua 1:1). Gideon and Jephthah were by themselves when commissioned to 
save Israel (see Judges 6:11; 11:29). Moses was by himself at the burning bush (see Exodus 
3:1-5). Cornelius was praying by himself when the Angel of God came to him (see Acts 
10:2). No one was with Peter on the housetop when he was instructed to go to the Gentiles 
(see Acts 10:9-28). John the Baptist was alone in the wilderness (see Luke 1:80), and 
John the Beloved was alone on the island of Patmos, when he was the closest to God (see 
Revelation 1:9). Earnestly desire to get alone with God. If we neglect to do so, we not only 
rob ourselves of a blessing but rob others as well, since we will have no blessing to pass 
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“…Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled 
with him till daybreak.” (Genesis 32:24).

Jesus on your side? Unsure? In life’s myriad conflicts and struggles, we 

simply must know Jesus is with us. The mighty Christ plus the minutest 

believer makes a mighty combination! Irresistible! Immovable! Intrepid! 

“The Lord is on my side,” the psalmist confidently proclaimed (Psalm 118:6). How 

can you enjoy his confidence? Get on God’s side. A.W. Tozer foresaw bold leaders 

coming: “They will have God on their side because they will be careful to stay on 

God’s side.” Moses probed Israel: “Who is on the Lord’s side?” God’s Word reveals 

God’s side of every issue. Are you on His side in: love, merciful to all; holiness, 

loving purity; knowledge, searching His Word-treasures; faith, trusting Him 

beyond reason; obedience, living His Word; testing, patiently enduring difficulties; 

forgiveness, refusing grudges; contentment, steadily choosing it; guidance, 

                                   following the Lamb whithersoever; humility, abandoning       

                                       pride; hope, loving Jesus’ return; prayer, talking to Him 

                                            
   constantly; worship, offering thanks and praise 

                                            
          frequently; faithfulness, serving steadily; ambition, 

                                            
         aiming always to please Him; ministry, gladly 

                                            
      serving His people; self-examination, confessing sin 

                                            
   quickly; conflicts, siding with truth, justice, mercy? 

                                          Th
en He’s on your side – believe it!



Every time we start fighting over what we don’t 
have, our struggle is ultimately with the Lord. 
Is anything more foolish than warring with 
God? Opposition from God is opposition with 
a capital O. He’s the last being I want to have 
opposing me. God opposes the proud, so we 
need to get this maxim from James into our 
souls: “God opposes the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble.”

If there’s anything that we ought to be in a 
passionate quest to achieve, it’s the grace of 
God. By definition, grace is not something 
you can earn. You can receive grace only if 
God in His mercy gives it to you. It’s a gift. 
You can’t buy, earn or merit it. God gives 
grace to the humble because they understand 
the graciousness of grace. Humility willingly 
submits one’s life to God’s sovereign mercy. 
Humble people recognize that the Lord doesn’t 
owe them anything.

Do we want more grace? Let’s try a little 
more humility. Do we seek less opposition 
from God? Let’s do away with our pride. 
We must remember that we are unworthy 
servants throwing ourselves on the mercy of 
the court. When we enter God’s presence and 
demand that He give us something or try to 
persuade Him to give us something as if we 
were His counselors who advise Him of a 
better way of doing things, we’ve entered into 
His presence not boldly as the Bible calls us 
to do, but arrogantly. We must come to Him 
in thanksgiving and praise for the grace we’ve 
already received. The more humble we are, the 
more grace we get. The prouder we are, the 
more God opposes us.

Dr. R. C. Sproul is chairman of Ligonier Ministries, 
co-pastor of Saint Andrew’s Chapel in Sanford, Fla., 

and author of the books Everyone’s a Theologian, 
What is Faith? and Faith Alone. From Tabletalk, 

October 2014. Used by permission.

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING
THE SECRET TO A HAPPY LIFE
continued from pg. 1

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 Every temptation is an opportunity to trust God.

I’m not opposed to pleasure. I enjoy 
pleasure. But remember, sin is tempting 
because it can be pleasurable – in the short 
term. We sin because we think it will feel good. 
Every time we sin, we believe the original lie of 
Satan, who tempts us that we will be happy if 
we get the pleasure we want. Hedonism, which 
defines the good in terms of the pleasurable, is 
the oldest philosophy to oppose God.

However, sin never brings happiness – 
the state of inner delight, blessedness and 
contentment wherein there is no room for 
greed or covetousness. Christians know 
moments of happiness when we are alone 
in the presence of God, in fellowship with 
Him, and it is enough to know our sins have 
been forgiven. But soon we forget and we’re 
worrying about the bills. Suddenly, we say, “If 
I just had a little bit more money, if I just had a 
better car, if I just had a nicer house, I’d finally 
be happy.”

After explaining conflict’s source, James 
reveals what ends it and brings true happiness:

“But He gives more grace. Therefore He says, 
God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
…Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He 
will exalt you.” (James 4:6-7, 10)

Humility is the secret to a happy life. What 
is humility? Scripture does not say the humble 
person is Mr. Milquetoast, the wishy-washy 
person, the spineless man who is a doormat 
for the world; rather, the humble person is 
one who fears God. The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and such fear flows from 
a heart that is in awe of God and bows to His 
authority.

The opposite of humility is arrogance. To 
think God owes us every pleasure we want 
manifests an unspeakable arrogance that 
presumes to critique God’s provision for us. 




