
Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!
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Calvary
by Peter 

       Colón A Hill Called

Was Jesus crucified at Calvary or 
Golgotha? Would it be shocking to hear it 
was at both? Both names point to the same 
location outside Jerusalem.

The word Calvary in Luke’s Gospel is 
English for a Latin term translated from a 
Greek word meaning “cranium” or “skull” 
(Luke 23:33). 

The other Gospel writers – Matthew, Mark and John 
– used the word Golgotha. It is a transliteration of an 

Aramaic term taken from a Hebrew word meaning “skull” or 
“a place of a skull” (Matthew 27:33; Mark 15:22; John 19:17). 
So much for the charge that Scripture contradicts itself. Jesus 
was crucified at Calvary, which is also Golgotha.

It is not hard to visualize what happened at Calvary: Jesus 
was thrown backwards violently, His shoulders slamming 
against the heavy crossbeam He carried through the streets 
of Jerusalem. A soldier pounded a heavy iron nail through 
each of His wrists. The beam was lifted and attached to the 
standing stake. On top, an inscription read, “JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS” (John 19:19).

With His knees slightly flexed and one foot pressed on top 
of the other, a nail was hammered through the arch of each 
foot. Excruciating pain spread throughout His body. After six 
hours of brutal agony, Jesus said, “‘It is finished!’ And bowing 
His head, He gave up His spirit” and died (v. 30). A soldier 
pierced His side with a spear and blood and water came out.

Why did all this happen on a hill called Calvary? Because 
“God demonstrate[d] His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

It was at Calvary where three unseen, yet real, services 
were accomplished:
(1) We were redeemed. Like God’s Passover lamb, Jesus’ shed 

blood bought our ransom and forgiveness of our sins 
(Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14).

(2) We were reconciled. Originally, we were God’s enemies. 
Calvary changed that relationship. Now there is an 
unending peace between God and man (Romans 5:10; 
Colossians 1:20-21).

(3) God’s justice and holiness were satisfied. The Bible calls 
this doctrine propitiation, the turning away of wrath by an 
offering. God viewed Jesus’ shed blood as an acceptable 
sacrifice for sin (Isaiah 53:10; Hebrews 2:17; I John 2:2, 
4:10). 

continued on pg. 8



 

our faith so that our trust in Him would grow. I have seen His hand at work time-and-again. 
We serve a God Who never changes. He longs to see the lost redeemed. The price He paid to 
purchase our salvation was paid willingly because of His great love for us.

PRAYER:
Dear Friends. Thank you so much for your support so far during the early part of 2017. 

Through all the 54 years that I have been involved in this ministry, I have seen God’s hand at 
work to keep this ministry moving forward through lean times and through times of plenty.

Last year we were called to go through ‘lean times’, and yet God did not forsake us and we 
are thankful that we were still able to get the gospel message through literature into the hands 
and hearts of many people around the world. Our Income for 2016 fell below budget in the 
amount of $113,000, and yet much was accomplished and many souls were saved through the 
literature that was sent out.

When writing the Editor’s Page, we are always close to one month ahead of schedule simply 
because of the time it takes us to have the Newsletter prepared for printing. So even though 
you are reading this information in late February or perhaps even in early March, it is still only 
January 24th as I sit here writing this to you. A lot may have changed for the better during that 
time and that’s good. We trust that will be the case. Right now we are close to $20,000 below 
budget for this month-to-date, and that leaves us with only seven days left. Please pray with us 
that this shortfall will be replenished quickly and that it will not carry on indefinitely.

Words often fail me when 
a situation arises for which 
I really don’t have an easy 
answer. However, I know 
God does; and somehow 
I believe He is going to 
provide that answer as well if 
we’ll only be willing to listen 
and heed His still quiet voice 
as we intercede to Him and 
pray in His Name.

Can I challenge you 
to also seek the Lord’s 
guidance as you decide how 
much to give each month? 
I know that much will be 
accomplished if we all join 
together and give as God 
leads us. Thank you so very 
much for allowing me to 
share our needs with you. 
God is faithful and we know 
that nothing is impossible 
when left in His hands. May 
His blessings follow you 
daily throughout the year 
ahead.

- Editor & Staff

PRAISE:
Easter is a most joyous time in 

Christendom. It is the celebration of 
the Resurrection of Jesus, the Messiah. 
It is a time when we reflect upon the 
truth of the Gospel – that Christ died 
for our sins and rose from the dead. 
Although we see Easter mentioned 
only one time in the King James Bible 
(Acts 12:4), truly it is synonymous 
with the Resurrection. The 
Resurrection is proof that Jesus had 
victory over death and that everyone 
who believes in what He did on that 
cross will also live life eternal.

God desires so much more from us 
after we have accepted His love and 
salvation. He said to Simon Peter that 
Satan wanted to test him, but what did 
Jesus say: “I have prayed for you that 
your faith will not fail.” Friends, He 
does the same for us. He has gone to 
Heaven’s court to enter a plea on our 
behalf even before Satan has made an 
accusation. Daniel “purposed in his 
heart”, and God honored his purpose. 
Jesus set His face like a flint and 
walked straight toward the cross. Our 
prayer should ever be that we would 
serve the Lord unreservedly, remain 
focused and faithful, determined to 
move in the right direction no matter 
what the cost.

I had a telephone call from a friend 
in Texas awhile back, just calling 
to encourage me and promising to 
remember this ministry in prayer. It’s 
always nice to receive a large gift for 
Evangelical Tract Distributors and 
we certainly encourage all of you to 
give generously. But I can honestly say 
that I am equally, if not even more, 
encouraged when people call me and 
tell me that they are praying for God 
to intervene again as He has so often 
during the fifty-four plus years that 
I have been involved here. God is 
so faithful, but He often challenges 

by John Harder
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fromyourEditor

Your gift of any amount will help us bring 
the gospel message of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

od’s mercy is infinite, 
but that does not 

mean a man cannot walk 
out from under and away from the mercy of God. We 
can make the mercy of God inoperative toward us by 
our conduct, since we are free moral agents. That does 
not change the power of the Word of God or the mercy 
of God. Man’s truancy does not diminish, in the least, 
nor alter the quality of God’s mercy.

The intercession of Jesus Christ at the right hand of 
God does not increase the mercy of God toward His 
people. For if God were not already merciful, there 
would be no intercession of Christ at the right hand of 
God. And if God is merciful at all, then He is infinitely 
merciful and it’s impossible for the relationship of Jesus 
at the right hand of the Father to make the mercy of 
God any more than it is right now.

Keep in mind that no attribute of God is greater than 
any other attribute of God. It is something we cannot 
grasp fully, but it does bring me to my knees in adoring 
worship of this God who changes not.

At Thy right hand, O God, are untold mercies. Today, 
may I nourish my soul upon the infinite mercies of Thy 
grace. May Jesus be real in me today. Amen.

The mercy of God is an ocean divine,
A boundless and fathomless flood;
Launch out in the deep, cut away the shore line,
And be lost in the fullness of God.

God’s Infinite Mercy
“I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.” Luke 5:32

by A. W. Tozer



these new families with the 
message of Jesus Christ. Our 
prayers are with you and 
your staff as you faithfully 
continue to publish the 
Good News of the Gospel. Our gift is 
enclosed to help you in your work.”

Mr. Elmer Radke, USA:
“Enclosed is our gift to help spread the Good News 
through gospel literature. We are glad to hear that many 

people are still hungry for the truth of God’s Word. We are praying 
for all of you that God will supply all your needs in 2017.”

Flavio Ferreira, Cruzeiro, Brazil:
“Thank you for sharing your Portuguese literature with 
me. I love to distribute your tracts to the people of Brazil. 

They are willingly accepted and many people have been saved. 
Please send me another package of Portuguese tracts soon. I 
always look forward to going out and sharing them with the people 
I meet. God is with me and has blessed my efforts with souls.”

Desmond Lynch, Guyana, South America:
“I greet you in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. I am a member of the Mount Sanai Assembly of 

God Church where I help in doing the work of evangelism. We 
are asking you to please send us a supply of tracts that we can 
distribute at our upcoming Open-Air meetings. Thank you for 
your kindness to us in the past. We look forward to your assistance 
once again.”

Edward Muwonge, Kampala, Uganda:
“Thank you for your recent tracts. Through them many 
people are responding to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Many 

people in Uganda worship idols and demons. These people are far
from God, but I praise Him for His power in the gospel and many 
people are repenting and believing the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through the reading of your gospel tracts.”

Una Grant, Trinidad, West Indies:
“We congratulate all of you at EVANGELICAL TRACT 
DISTRIBUTORS for your 80 plus years of providing 

Gospel literature worldwide. The words of the Apostle to the 
Corinthians can be encouraging to you as well: “Be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord forasmuch as 
ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (I Corinthians 
15:58).

“Thanks for the songs. I’m particularly grateful for the words. I 
have a youth class in my home. I covet your earnest prayer for me 
as I seek to win them to the Lord. Enclosed is my gift. I trust it will 
go a long way in providing more gospel literature to those who 
request it but are unable to pay for it. Love in Christ.”

Stephen Banda, Malawi, Africa:
“Thank you so much for your gospel tracts that we 
received from you. They have touched many lives on the 

mission field of Malawi. We are deeply grateful for all the work you 
are doing and have been doing for many years. We pray for God’s 
continued blessings on your Ministry. I would ask that you send us 
another supply of Chichewa tracts, as well as a few in English.”

Mr. John Turner, South Yorkshire, England:
“Just a few brief lines letting you know that you will 
always be on my priority list. I always pray that your work 

will be blessed and will succeed. Enclosed is a small gift. My prayer 
is always that you will be blessed and that the Lord will receive all 
the honor and glory and that His kingdom will grow through His 
Word which you share so valiantly through your tracts and your 
monthly Newsletter, THE EVANGELIST. Your missionary column 
says it all to me. Your tracts are sharing hope so His Word can 
shine light into the darkest places. Be encouraged in your good 
work. You will prevail. May His peace and blessings be multiplied 
in and through you daily.”

New Testament Church of God, Trinidad, West Indies:
“Please accept our warm greetings from our church in 
Montrose, Trinidad. Also we ask that you send 3,000 

assorted tracts in the English language. Our town is the fastest 
growing place on the island. It is our prayer and desire to reach 

around the World

Gustano Verdugo, Sinaloa, Mexico:
“Thank you so very much for the Spanish tracts that 
you sent me. They have a strong evangelistic 

message to help draw people to Jesus Christ. If you 
could please send us a complete sample of all your 
Spanish tracts, it would be so helpful in choosing 
those that would help us the most in our outreach 
efforts. May the Lord bless you.’’

3Faith is saying amen to God and resting confidently in His promises.

fromyourMissionaries



  

Joy during times of testing is the most powerful witness that the Christian can render.4

Jesus’ suffering began in the Garden of Gethsemane. It continued through His arrest, 
the religious and civil trials He was forced to endure and the inhumane scourging He 
received at the hands of the Roman soldiers as the Roman prefect, Pontius Pilate, sought 
to elicit sympathy from the crowds. Then Pilate “delivered Him to them to be crucified” 
(John 19:16); and “when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified 
Him” (Luke 23:33).

The Bible records four main scenes, each of which displays a precious quality about 
the Lamb of God and His remarkable love for us.

Dependency
Four soldiers formed the standard crucifixion squad. “Then the 
soldiers …took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier 
a part” (John 19:23). The first stop on the way to Calvary was 

the courtyard of the Praetorium, or governor’s residence, where the soldiers “gathered 
the whole garrison around Him” (Matthew 27:27). This probably was the Fortress of 
Antonia, adjoining the Temple. Even today carvings of ancient Roman games can be 
found on the courtyard’s pavement.

The 200 or so soldiers of the “whole garrison’’ decided to have some cruel fun before 
the serious work of crucifixion began. Notorious for their brutality, they vented their 
own depravity and hatred for Israel by mocking the “King of the Jews.” They stripped 
Him, clothed Him as faux royalty with a scarlet robe (likely the discarded cloak of an 
officer), twisted thorns into a crown (reminding us of the curse of sin on the earth), and 
gave Him a reed “scepter.”

Then they bowed in mockery with royal greetings; repeatedly spat on Him in 
contempt; struck His head again and again with the reed, driving the painfully sharp 
thorns of the crown deeper and deeper into His skull; and slapped Him with their 
calloused hands. How ironic that these mere creatures were allowed to torment their 
Creator, the true King of the universe.

Yet, “when He was reviled, [He] did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did 
not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously” (I Peter 2:23). 
Jesus turned Himself over to His Father, trusting that the Judge of all the earth would 
make things right in the end. The loving Lord Jesus utterly depended on His Father so 
He could patiently bear the rejection of His own creatures.

by Mark Johnson

A re you ever tempted 
to doubt God’s love 
for you? Perhaps 

you’ve lost a loved one, heard 
bad news from your doctor or 
face some nagging temptation 
yet again. “God,” you agonize, 
“if You really love me, how can 
You allow this to come my way?”

At those moments, it is actually 
the facts about how much God does 
love us that can keep us from despair. 
“He who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things?” 
(Romans 8:32). Meditating on Christ’s 
sufferings actually helps us “know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge” (Ephesians 
3:19) and is an eminently practical way to 
arm ourselves to trust Him, come what may.

Since the fourth century A.D., some 
Christians have found solace in walking 
the Via Dolorosa, the “way of suffering” or 
“painful way,” to remember Jesus’ journey to 
the cross. This 2000-foot-long route moves 
through Jerusalem’s Old City, from the 
Antonia Fortress near the Temple Mount to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the oldest 
traditional site for the crucifixion and burial. 
The site of the burial deemed authentic and 
revered by the vast majority of contemporary, 
conservative Christians is the Garden Tomb, 
located near the Damascus Gate.

What really happened on the way to 
the cross? And how does meditating 
on Scripture’s truths fortify us with the 
assurance of God’s unconditional love for us?

The Scriptures about the Via Dolorosa 
are clear, simple and yet profound. On the 
road to the cross, God’s glory was on display; 
the plan of salvation was being worked out 
and the love of Jesus for you and me was 
demonstrated: “Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God” (I Peter 3:18).

RoadCross
The

to 
the

VIA 
DOLOROSA

This 2000-foot-long route moves 
through Jerusalem’s Old City, 
from the Antonia Fortress 
near the Temple Mount to 
the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, the oldest 
traditional site for the 
crucifixion and burial.



  

He Lives
Alfred Henry Ackley (1887-1960)

Why should I worship a dead Jew?’’ That question, in 
part,  inspired this hymn.

Alfred Henry Ackley was born in Pennsylvania 
in 1887. He showed great promise as a child, and his musician-
father personally tutored him before sending him to New York 
City to study music. From there, it was on to the Royal Academy 
of Music in London. Alfred then returned to the States to attend 
Westminster Seminary in Maryland, and he was ordained into 
the Presbyterian ministry in 1914. After pastoring a church in his 
home state of Pennsylvania, Alfred was called to a congregation in 
California.

It was there in 1932 that Alfred met a Jewish man to whom he began witnessing. But 
the man resisted the Christian faith, saying, “Why should I worship a dead Jew?” That 
statement played on Alfred’s mind as he prepared his Easter Sunday message. 

That morning, Ackley preached with great vigor on the reality of Christ’s Resurrection, 
and he did the same at the evening service. But later that night, he was still exercised over 
his friend’s question. “Listen here, Alfred Ackley,” his wife said at last. “It’s time you did 
that which you can do best. Why don’t you write a song about it and then maybe you’ll feel 
better?’’

Alfred went to his study, opened the Bible and re-
read the Resurrection account from Mark’s Gospel. 
A thrill went through him, and he began writing the 
words to “He Lives.” A few minutes later, he was at 
the piano putting it to music, not dreaming it would 
become one of the church’s most triumphant Easter 
hymns.

I serve a risen Savior,
He’s in the world today;
I know that He is living,
whatever men may say;
I see His Hand of mercy,
I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him
He’s always near.

Refrain:
He lives, He lives,
Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart.

In all the world around me
I see His loving care,
And though my heart grows weary,
I never will despair;
I know that He is leading
through all the stormy blast,
The day of His appearing
will come at last.

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian,
Lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs
to Jesus Christ the King!
The Hope of all who seek Him,
the Help of all who find,
None other is so loving, so good and kind.

The more of Heaven there is in our lives, the less of earth we shall covet. 5

Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children. For indeed 
the days are coming in which they will say, “Blessed 
are the barren!…” Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” 
(Luke 23:28-30).
This was the sixth warning to Jerusalem that Luke 

recorded from the lips of Israel’s Messiah. Barrenness 
was considered a curse; but Jesus knew that when the 
Romans would burn Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (and when 
it will be devastated again during the Tribulation), 
having no children to face such warfare would be a 
blessing. It would be better to be crushed to death 
under rocks than face such anguish.

Jesus’ closing question was a maxim to say that if 
He experienced such suffering undeservedly, more 
horrible judgment will face those who deserve it: “If 
they do these things in the green wood, what will be 
done in the dry?” (v. 31).

Humanity
We do not know how long the mockery continued; 
but afterward, the march toward execution resumed. 
Despite His beatings, Jesus started out “bearing His 

cross” (John 19:17), the 100-pound crossbeam that condemned 
men carried. However, Scripture says the soldiers conscripted 

Simon, a Cyrenian entering Jerusalem from the countryside, 
to finish the task. Clearly, the soldiers who had abused Jesus 

so cruelly never would have used Simon had there been any 
possibility that Jesus, staggering from exhaustion, torture and loss 

of blood, could have dragged the weight Himself.
Jesus was not a superhuman sufferer. He was exhausted – a true 

member of humanity, “coming in the likeness of men” and being “obedient 
to… the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:7-8). The Man of Sorrows 
experienced the weakness of being human out of love for you and me.

Sympathy
Luke’s Gospel says a great multitude followed Jesus, 
including women whose hearts were breaking watching 
Him move toward crucifixion. Amazingly, He turned to 

them to offer compassionate words of warning: continued on pg. 8

“Why don’t you 
write a song about 
it and then maybe 
you’ll feel better?”



6 Doubt is the father of fear; but peace is the offspring of faith.
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or nearly a year I kept the flask-shaped cocoon of an 
emperor moth. It is very peculiar in its construction. 
A narrow opening is left in the neck of the flask, 

through which the perfect insect forces its way, so that 
a forsaken cocoon is as entire as one still tenanted, no 
rupture of the interlacing fibers having taken place. The 
great disproportion between the means of egress and the 
size of the imprisoned insect makes one wonder how the 

exit is ever accomplished at all – and it never is without great labor and difficulty. 
It is supposed that the pressure to which the moth’s body is subjected in passing 
through such a narrow opening is a provision of nature for forcing the juices into 
the vessels of the wings, these being less developed at the period of emerging from 
the chrysalis than they are in other insects. I happened to witness the first efforts of 
my prisoned moth to escape from its long confinement. During a whole forenoon, 
from time to time, I watched it patiently striving and struggling to get out. It never 
seemed able to get beyond a certain point and at last my patience was exhausted. 
Very probably the confining fibers were drier and less elastic than if the cocoon 
had been left all winter on its native heather, as nature meant it to be. At all events I 
thought I was wiser and more compassionate than its Maker and I resolved to give 
it a helping hand. With the point of my scissors I snipped the confining threads to 
make the exit just a very little easier, and lo! immediately, and with perfect ease, out 
crawled my moth dragging a huge swollen body and little shrivelled wings. In vain 
I watched to see that marvelous process of expansion in which these silently and 
swiftly develop before one’s eyes; and as I traced the exquisite spots and markings of 
divers colors which were all there in miniature, I longed to see these assume their 
due proportions and the creature to appear in all its perfect beauty as it is, in truth, 
one of the loveliest of its kind. But I looked in vain. My false tenderness had proved 
its ruin. It never was anything but a stunted abortion, crawling painfully through 
that brief life which it should have spent flying through the air on rainbow wings.

I have thought of it often, often, when watching with pitiful eyes those who 
were struggling with sorrow, suffering and distress; and I would fain cut short 
the discipline and give deliverance. Short-sighted man! How know I that one of 
these pangs or groans could be spared? The far-sighted, perfect love that seeks the 
perfection of its object does not weakly shrink from present, transient suffering. 
Our Father’s love is too true to be weak. Because He loves His children, He chastises 
them that they may be partakers of His holiness. With this glorious end in view, He 
spares not for their crying. Made perfect through sufferings, as the Elder Brother 
was, the sons of God are trained up to obedience and brought to glory through 
much tribulation.

From Streams In The Desert. L. B. Cowman, Public Domain.

“For I reckon that 
the sufferings of 
this present time 
are not worthy to 
be compared with 
the glory which 
shall be revealed 
in us” Romans 8:18.

Made 
Perfect
Through Suffering

by L. B. Cowman



God Cleanses

“Father, show me this morning the 
meaning of sin in all its blackness and 
horror and death, that I may let You 
cleanse me from it as You cleansed the 
world with the waters of the flood.’’

“Wash me and I shall be whiter than 
snow” (Psalm 51:7).

“There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.”

From Messages for the Morning Watch

 

nderstandably impressed as we are with vast throngs, it’s easy to overlook small 
numbers. But wise leaders pay attention to individuals and invest richly in them. 
Christ is our prime example here.

In Jesus we behold the value of one. From the outset of His ministry 
thousands gravitated to Him not only to hear but also to touch Him. 
Yet despite the immensity of His public ministry He never forgot the 
value of individuals. His personal ministry, to the Syrophoenician 
woman, Peter, the man born blind, Nicodemus, the two on the 

Emmaus Road, the thief on the cross and many others leaves us a 
rich legacy of loving attention to individuals!

Have you received this legacy? Are you walking in the light 
of it?

Valuing or overlooking individuals? A conference 
speaker recently said, “Never lose the significance of one” 
and encouraged pastors to minister to minitudes as if 
they were multitudes. Scripture agrees! Jesus stopped 
to minister to one sinful Samaritan woman and later 
to call one corrupt publican to a gospel lunch. Christ 
sent Philip to evangelize one African official on a desert 

road. God led Naomi to convert and bring home one 
hopeless Moabite woman. Paul ministered wholeheartedly 

Behold the Value of One
to “every man” (Colossians 1:28). Why? 
Human reason can’t estimate spiritual 
potential. Someone who seems marginal 
may grow mighty. Moody’s Sunday 
school teacher considered him hopeless. 
Also, individuals may become more 
fruitful than congregations. A million 
Laodiceans won’t produce the fruit of 
one Paul, Peter, or Timothy! And some 
mini-churches may ultimately reach more 
than megachurches! So individuals count! 
Small numbers have large potential! Who 
has Jesus sent your way? The insignificant? 
The ignorant? The unpromising? The 
extraordinarily ordinary? Where one is, 
He’s ready to minister… wholeheartedly. 
Minister to your few as if to many and 
watch Christ work! Yes, He can transform 
your impossible cases – and use them 
powerfully!

Humility is the Christian’s loveliest virtue and his crowning grace. 7

by Greg Hinnant

When God cleanses from sin, 
He does it thoroughly and 
completely. His cleansing of 

sin out of the life of any man who will let 
Him is done in this same thorough way. 
He opens the flood of the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ upon him and on the same 
day He breaks up the fountains of the 
deep within that man’s heart; and so from 
without and within the sin is flooded out 
of his life. Until that is done, Christ can get 
no fair chance at our life. We must let Him 
cleanse us completely from our sin before 
He can keep us from continued sinning. 
Some who are trying to serve Christ have 
never yet let God in Christ purge the sin 
wholly out of our lives.

“…and the same day were all the fountains of the great deep 
broken up and the windows of Heaven were opened. And the rain 
was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.” Genesis 7:11-12

by Charles Trumbull



The suffering’ Prophet, Priest and King was 
moved with compassion to pause and issue a 
prophetic warning, even amid the stress of treading 
the path to the cross. Oh, how He loves you and me.

Tenacity
Six months earlier Jesus had 
told the apostles He would be 
killed. He also said, “No one 

takes [My life] from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again” (John 10:18). Everything about His 
final months, weeks and hours showed His absolute 
commitment to fulfill His Father’s plan as the Lamb 
of God.

When Jesus finally reached Golgotha, where He 
would be crucified, He was offered a drink of wine 
mixed with myrrh or gall, used as a pain-killing 
sedative. The Jewish Talmud says noble women 
in Jerusalem used to donate it and bring it to 
crucifixions.

“When He had tasted it, He would not drink” 
(Matthew 27:34). The Messiah was so determined 
to keep His senses sharp as He paid sin’s price for us 
that He refused anything that would dull His agony. 
His love for us was total and tenacious.

The way to the cross was complete. In horrible 
simplicity, Scripture says, “Then they crucified 
Him” (v. 35). All along the way, our Savior showed 
His dependency, humanity, sympathy and tenacity. 
The Father was fully glorified by His Suffering 
Servant.

The next time circumstances tempt you to doubt 
God’s love for you, get out a Bible and walk beside 
your Lord on His way to the cross as He suffered for 
you. The experience may change your life.
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The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING
A HILL CALLED CALVARY
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Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 Belief in Christ’s imminent return is the secret fountain of holiness.

God received this sacrifice just like the 
blood sprinkled on the mercy seat on the 
Day of Atonement. Jesus’ blood, however, 
didn’t merely cover sins; it brought us 
grace and redemption: “In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace” (Ephesians 1:7).

All that remains is for individuals to 
believe that He died for them personally 
and to come to Him in repentance.

There is a grand sequel to the drama 
on Calvary’s hill. Jesus was taken down 
from the cross. His body was prepared in 
the Jewish custom. A huge, heavy stone 
was rolled in front of the tomb’s entrance. 
Then a special Roman unit was stationed in 
front of the tomb. All was set for an ancient 
prophecy to be fulfilled: “For You will not 
leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow 
Your Holy One to see corruption” (Psalm 
16:10).

What came about three days later is 
probably best expressed by the refrain from 
a great classic hymn, “Christ Arose,” written 
by Robert Lowry in the 19th century:

Up from the grave He arose,
with a mighty triumph o’er His foes;
He arose a Victor from the dark domain,
and He lives forever, with His saints 
to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! 
Christ arose!
Because He lives, we, too, shall live. In 

His victory over the Devil and death rests 
the glorious promise of resurrection for all 
who truly have placed their faith in Him.

This article first appeared in the March/April 
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