
Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!
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of the Scriptures
by Peter Colón

Jewish People Penned the Bible 
“For prophecy never came by the will of 
man, but holy men of God spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit” (II Peter 
1:21). These consecrated men did not 

decide to sit down and write an attractive religious 
document. Rather, God’s Spirit “moved” them to 
speak and record His Word. Consequently, the 
Bible says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness”        
(II Timothy 3:16).

n the introduction to his book Who Wrote the Bible? Bible critic Richard Elliott 
Friedman declared, People have been reading the Bible for nearly two thousand years. 
They have taken it literally, figuratively or symbolically. They have regarded it as divinely 

dictated, revealed or inspired or as a human creation. They have acquired more copies of it 
than of any other book…. It is at the heart of Christianity and Judaism. Ministers, priests 
and rabbis preach it. Scholars spend their lives studying and teaching it in universities and 
seminaries. People read it, study it, admire it, disdain it, write about it, argue about it and 
love it. People have lived by it and died for it. And we do not know who wrote it.

We don’t? The apostle Paul seems to have made the authorship quite clear when he 
said, “What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? Much in 
every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God” (Romans 3:1-2). 
God entrusted His entire revelation to the Jewish people. Consequently, through Israel, 

     the world received a great gift.

The Bible has been called the Book 
of books. It stands alone, wrote Dyson 
Hague, “unapproachable in grandeur; 
solitary in splendor; mysterious in 
ascendancy; as high above all other books 
as heaven above earth, as the Son of God 
above the sons of men.”

Forty divinely inspired men from all 
walks of life wrote over a span of 1,600 
years. Moses wrote the first five books, 
called the Law or Torah: “And Moses 
wrote all the words of the LORD” (Exodus 
24:4; cf. 17:14; 34:27; Numbers 33:1-2; 
Deuteronomy 31:9, 24). The final book, 
Revelation, was written by John, a Jewish 
disciple of Jesus: “Write the things which 
you have seen, and the things which are, 
and the things which will take place after 
this” (Revelation 1:19).

Some like to argue that the New 
Testament is a creation of pagan Roman 
authors. However, all the writers, with 
the possible exception of Luke, were 
Jewish. God chose these individuals from 
different regions of the ancient world. 
Scottish novelist and poet Robert Louis 
Stevenson (1850-1894) once said of them, 
“Written in the East, these characters live 
for ever [sic] in the West; written in one 
province, they pervade the world; penned 
in rude times, they are prized more and 
more as civilization advances.”

The Bible tells a single story from 
Genesis to Revelation. It is God’s 
disclosure of truth. If it were not for the 
Jewish people, there would be no Bible. 
Thank God for the Jewish pen!



 

We are so grateful for everyone who contributed to our Ministry in the past 
month. A nice portion of the gifts received was from an outstanding Estate which 
helped us so much in reaching our goal. Our current month has seen a considerable 
drop in donations, so we are praying that many will respond and assist us to once 
again reach our budget goals in order to keep the orders for tracts moving out to 
places all around the world.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:
Audited Financial Statements for the year ending 2016 are now available upon 

request. Please drop us a line if you would like to receive a copy. We thank you for 
your support in 2016.

CANADA HELPS:
Evangelical Tract Distributors is a registered Charity and many of our friends 

donate to our Ministry through CanadaHelps.org. You can safely enter their website, 
search for Evangelical 
Tract Distributors, and 
make your gift payable 
to us. They will issue a 
receipt to 
you and 
forward all 
gifts received directly 
to our account. All gifts 
received will be used to 
print and distribute gospel 
literature around the 
world.

I marvel at God’s 
faithfulness to this 
ministry, now in its 83rd 
year. He has burdened the 
hearts of every one of you 
and you have shown your 
love for souls in praying 
and giving so sacrificially. 
We are grateful and pray 
God’s rich blessings on 
you, as we faithfully labor 
together to bring in the 
harvest, and as we wait 
for Jesus to call us Home. 
Thank you so very much!

Editor and Staff

GOD’S AMAZING GRACE:
“And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come 

near to me, I pray you. And they came near. 
And he said, I am Joseph your brother whom 
you sold into Egypt … and God sent me before 
you to preserve you … and he kissed all his 
brethren.” Genesis 45:4-5, 15

The very crucifixion of Christ by mankind 
was turned by God into the deliverance of 
mankind. Could man conceive of such a love, 
which turns man’s own sin into the blessing 
of redemption? It is not that sin ever, under 
any circumstances, is or can be a blessing; 
the blessing lies in God’s attitude toward the 
sinner. It was not the crucifixion, but Christ’s 
use of the crucifixion, that saved mankind. 
It was not the hatred of Joseph’s brothers, 
but Joseph’s use of the results of that hatred, 
that saved their lives. Yet what a surpassing 
forgiveness and love it was in Joseph that 
could tell them with tear–filled eyes not to 
be troubled over what they had done to him! 
Yet God’s love in Christ is greater. Oh that we 
would lose ourselves in an abandonment of 
trust and gratitude that shall let Him show us 
His love which passes knowledge and, through 
us, show it ceaselessly to others!

“There is much unrest in our world today, 
but as believers we know what we hope in. 
Our hope is in Him, the living Christ, who 
will someday split the heavens and return 
for His Church. Our hope is in the One who 
created the world, who holds it all together, 
and who one day will receive the worship 
of all mankind. In that day ‘every knee will 
bow… and every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.’ (Read Philippians 2:10, 11). As 
believers, we know how it will all end. We 
know the One in charge. He is our friend. 
He holds our hands. He is preparing a place 
for us where we will be with Him forever. It 
is the story of Jesus and His sacrifice for sin 
that our neighbors, friends and the whole 
world need to hear. What a tragedy if we 
keep the story to ourselves.” 

Peter N. Nanfelt
Alliance Life, January 2002

by John Harder
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Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel message 
of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

As I was riding a bus 
through London, I 

was struck by the sight 
of people from so many 
races and cultures who 
live in that great city. I 
began to focus on all the nationalities 
represented and wondered how the whole 
world would ever hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.

While I was deep in thought, a woman 
stopped in the aisle next to my seat. With a 
beautiful smile, she extended a sheet of paper 
and asked, “Would you like to read about being 
born again?” I thanked her and told her that I 
knew the Lord Jesus Christ. “Praise God,” she 
said quietly and moved on to the next person.

I thought, That’s how they’ll hear! One at 
a time they’ll hear the gospel from faithful 
believers who reach out to others wherever 
they are. The woman on the bus made me think 
of Paul’s commendation to the Christians in 
Thessalonica: “From you the Word of the Lord 
has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also in every place” (I Thessalonians 
1:8). Instead of being paralyzed by the thought 
that millions haven’t heard, she was sharing 
Christ with a few, right where she lived. What if 
we all did that – starting today?

How will they hear? Only as we reach out to 
                   one person at a time and share the 
                     saving gospel of Jesus Christ.

From Our Daily Bread. 
Used by permission.

How Will They Hear?
“From you the 
Word of the Lord 
has sounded forth… 
in every place.” 
I Thessalonians 1:8

by David C. McCasland



  

and villages that 
God’s Word will bear much 
fruit. We are in need of more gospel tracts to distribute among 
the people who need the Lord. We thank you and are prayerfully 
awaiting your kind response. May God bless you all.”

Jake Froese, Canada:
“I just want you to know how much I appreciate the work 
you are doing. From time to time, through the years, I 

have seen copies of THE EVANGELIST, as well as having used 
some of your gospel tracts.

“Recently, an 88 year-old widow was downsizing her place, 
getting ready to move to an apartment. I accepted a number 
of boxes of goodies off her hands – books, CD’s, cassette tapes 
and about 20 copies of THE EVANGELIST. What a blessing the 
articles in it were to me.

“This morning I read through the April 2015 issue. So good 
to read about all the tract users around the world. Every article 
was absolutely great to read. They are such an encouragement to 
me at age 78. And by the way, the dear widow I alluded to was 
called Home to heaven just before her move to an apartment. 
Much better! I also serve on the Board of Bible for Children in 
Winnipeg. You have printed lots of tracts for us. Thanks!”

Bernice Browne, St. Kitts, West Indies:
“Please accept our greetings to you and your Staff. 
Prayers are always made on your behalf and for the work 

you are doing in spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. There is an 
urgency to get the gospel out for time is being shortened daily for 
the Church Age to close. It is nearer than we think. Please accept 
the enclosed sacrifice to aid you in sending forth the Word of God 
through literature. May He continue blessing each of you with 
health and strength, both spiritually and physically. May every 
need be met by His grace and may He keep you safe in Jesus’ 
Name!”

Evangelist James Adeyemi, Nigeria:
“We give all glory to God on behalf of your Ministry for 
the way He has used your literature to reach sinners all 

over the world. My prayer for you is that God would enlarge your 
work more and more as you reach out in Jesus’ Name. My reason 
for writing this letter is to request a large quantity of salvation 
tracts. I am a traveling Evangelist and I have distributed many of 
your tracts. May the Lord continue to bless your work for Him.”

E. J. Joseph, Palluruthy, India:
“Even though the days of uncertainty are ahead of us, 
Christians are blessed by hope. This hope is what we 

want to share everywhere. We have been doing the Lord’s work 
for years and have received tracts from you many times. We 
appreciate your kindness. May God shower His blessings upon 
you and your ministry. We have distributed all of the tracts we 
received from you last year and we are very much in need of 
another supply. Please send us more Malayalam tracts for which 
we would be so grateful. Thank you for helping us.”

Mrs. E. Richards, England:
“Thank you so much for sending me more copies of the 
‘Thank You’ tract. They are so useful as I give them to 

all the people who serve me in one way or another. Last week I 
went to my dentist for my annual checkup. To my surprise and 
great joy, there on his bulletin board for all to see was a copy of 

the ‘Thank You’ tract I had left a year ago. 
I spoke to him about it and he replied, ‘It 
is so good to give thanks’. He certainly 
appreciated the tract. I’m praying that he 
will find the Lord. I always pass on your 
Newsletter to a Christian friend who is so 
grateful for it. May the Lord continue to 
bless your ministry.”

Mission of Good Hope, Karnataka State, South India:
“We are continually praying for you and your wonderful 
ministry that it will be abundantly blessed by the Lord. 

Kindly pray also for our ministry among the neighboring towns 

around the World

Mr. & Mrs. Rees, Wales, United Kingdom:
“Please find enclosed our gift to help 
you in the distribution of tracts. We 

thank you for all your generous support in 
supplying us with tracts to distribute to the 
towns and cities in the lovely valleys of Wales. 
We wish you God’s abundant blessings as we 
eagerly await His return.”

3The oil of courtesy takes the friction out of life.

fromyourMissionaries



Man’s highest good may come from His deepest suffering.4

For the task, God gave Joshua supernatural 
skills, empowering him by filling him with the 
“spirit of wisdom” (34:9). Joshua implemented 
the spiritual strategy God gave him, waiting 
patiently until God parted the Jordan River 
so that Israel could cross into the land. Once 
there, he circumcised the men, kept the 
Passover and received divine instructions 
from the Commander of the Lord’s army 
before invading Jericho (Joshua 5).

A Conquering Faith
Concerning Jericho’s 
destruction, Hebrews briefly 
states, “By faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down after they 

were encircled for seven days” (11:30).
Jericho is 853 feet below sea level. It is 

located four miles west of the Jordan River 
and is known as the City of Palm Trees. The 
many springs around Jericho make it ideal 
for habitation. In Joshua’s day, Jericho was 
considered a frontier town and the key city to 
the land of Canaan after crossing the Jordan 
River.

It was absolutely mandatory that Israel 
conquer Jericho if it were to take possession of 
the Promised Land. Humanly speaking, the 
city’s massive walls and heavily equipped army 
would have seemed invincible and immune to 
attack by an untrained horde of men who had 
spent 40 years wandering the Sinai Desert. But 
the real impediment to victory was spiritual: 
Would Israel put complete trust in God to 
provide it with the right plan, wisdom and 
strength to conquer Jericho?

The story of the city’s fall under Joshua is 
described in Joshua 6. When the Israelites 
arrived they found Jericho securely shut up 
because it greatly feared Israel.

The Lord gave Israel a plan for conquering 
the city once the huge walls collapsed. He 
promised Joshua that He had given Jericho, its 
king and its mighty men to Israel. All Israel 
had to do was exercise faith in God’s plan and 
be obedient to what He required of them.

So God instructed the Israelites to march 
around Jericho in silence once a day for six 
days. On the seventh day they were to march 
around the city seven times. On the seventh 
day, seven priests marched around Jericho 

After 400 years in Egyptian captivity, the Israelites prepared to enter the 
Promised Land. The Lord commanded Moses to send one representative 
from each of the 12 tribes to search out the land of Canaan. Ten of the spies 

returned with a bad report and plunged the nation into sin: “We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than we… and we were like grasshoppers in 
our own sight” (Numbers 13:31-33). Only Joshua and Caleb had faith in both God’s 
promise and power to deliver the land to Israel (14:6-8).

The Lord pardoned Israel’s sin of unbelief, but He made the nation wander 40 
years in the wilderness until the generation coming out of Egypt died (vv. 20-38). 
Only Caleb and Joshua survived.

Hebrews 11 says nothing of Israel’s wilderness wandering and jumps directly 
from the Red Sea crossing (v. 29) to the nation’s exercise of faith at Jericho (v. 30) – 
probably because Israel exhibited little faith during its 40 years in the desert.

A Commander’s Faith
Though Hebrews does not mention Joshua, he was a tower of faith 
in Israel’s odyssey. His character was impeccable, never marred by 
scandal or sin during the years he served the Lord under Moses. His 

life, in fact, is filled with lessons on how to live vigorously and victoriously by faith.
Joshua was selected to serve Moses as a leader during Israel’s wilderness 

wandering. He was with Moses on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:13), and he faithfully 
submitted to Moses’ leadership until Moses died. Joshua was also a soldier, chosen 
by Moses to lead Israel in vanquishing the Amalekites (17:8-16). God chose Joshua 
to succeed Moses and Moses charged Joshua to be a strong and courageous 
leader because God promised to use him to bring Israel into the Promised Land 
(Deuteronomy 31:14, 23).

by David M. Levy
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before the Ark of the Covenant, with a 
shofar in hand. Then, at a given signal, the 
priests blew the shofar with one long blast. 
The people, who previously had been 
silent, shouted loudly; and the mighty 
walls of Jericho collapsed. Then the 
Israelites attacked the city and destroyed 
all the people, oxen, sheep and donkeys 
(Joshua 6:1-5, 20-21).

The new generation was different from 
the one that came out of Egypt. It was full 
of faith, believing it could take Jericho. 
These Israelites put their future into God’s 
hands and He honored their faith by 
giving them Jericho.

A Courageous Faith
With the stroke of 
his pen the author 
of Hebrews almost 
shocks us by including 

  

He Hideth My Soul
by Fanny Crosby (1820-1915)

This hymn by Fanny Crosby explains the author’s life, 
for Fanny faced three incredible hardships during her 

ninety-five years. The first was her blindness, caused by a 
careless doctor when she was only six weeks of age.

The second was a less-than-ideal marriage. Fanny was 
teaching at the New York Institution for the Blind when a 
young musician named Alexander Van Alstyne joined 
the faculty. Fanny later recalled, “After hearing several 
of my poems he became deeply interested in my work; and I after listening to 
his sweet strains of music became interested in him. Thus we soon grew to be 
very much concerned for each other… Love met love, and all the world was 
changed. We were no longer blind, for the light of love showed us where the 
lilies bloomed.” The two were married on March 5, 1858. No one knows what 
happened, but years later the two drifted apart and in the end occupied separate 
addresses.

Fanny’s deepest blow was the loss of her child. To this day, no one knows if it 
was a boy or a girl. Fanny seldom spoke of the infant. The child’s death seems to 
have devastated her, and she privately bore the sadness all her life.

Yet all who knew Fanny Crosby spoke of her energy, her zest for life, her joy. 
One biographer said, “Even in extreme old age, she would tire out people twenty 
or thirty years her junior.”

She said, “How long am I going to travel and lecture? Always! There is 
nothing that could induce me to abandon my work. It means nothing to be 
eighty-four years of age, because I am still young! What is the use of growing 
old? People grow old because they are not cheerful and cheerfulness is one of 
the greatest accomplishments in the world!”

Fanny Crosby lived out her song every day of her life: “He hideth my life in 
the depths of His love, and covers me there with His hand.”

A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord,
A wonderful Savior to me;
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock,
Where rivers of pleasure I see.

Refrain:
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock
That shadows a dry, thirsty land;
He hideth my life in the depths of His love,
And covers me there with His hand,
And covers me there with His hand.

A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord,
He taketh my burden away;
He holdeth me up and I shall not be moved,
He giveth me strength as my day.

With numberless blessings each moment He crowns,
And filled with His fullness divine,
I sing in my rapture, Oh glory to God
For such a Redeemer as mine!

When clothed with His brightness transported I rise
To meet Him in clouds of the sky,
His perfect salvation, His wonderful love,
I’ll shout with the millions on high.

5

the story of a Jericho harlot named Rahab: “By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with 
those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace” (Hebrews 11:31).

Rahab’s faith manifested itself before Jericho’s destruction (Joshua 2). Before taking 
the city, Joshua sent two men there on a reconnaissance mission. They lodged at Rahab’s 
house, located on the city’s wall. When the king of Jericho heard they were there, he sent 
men to capture them. So Rahab quickly hid them under flax on her roof.

She admitted to the king’s emissary that the spies had come, but she also said they 
had already fled. After the spies promised that the Israelites would spare Rahab and her 
family after they conquered Jericho, Rahab helped the spies escape. She told them to hide 
in the mountains for three days until their pursuers gave up the search.

The men told Rahab to bring all her relatives into her house and to tie a scarlet cord 
in the window; she and all in her house would be spared. During the invasion, the spies 
kept their word: “And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her father’s household, and all that 
she had. So she dwells in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua 
sent to spy out Jericho” (6:25).

Many people wonder how God could use a prostitute to accomplish His will. Some 
have suggested that Rahab was not actually a prostitute but an innkeeper or a hostess. 
However, the text clearly calls her a harlot. Rahab is not praised for what she was but for 
her great faith in God within a pagan culture. There also is no indication she continued 
her wicked life as a harlot after becoming identified with Israel.

continued on pg. 7



6 If you think meekness is weakness, try being meek for a week.
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There is a misconception in the world that believing in God, 
Jesus, heaven and hell, and life after death and following 

Christ’s teachings faithfully is a sign of weakness and the 
result of being timid, fearful, insecure, unhappy and not very 
intelligent or, as many would say, “wimpy”.

Little does the world know that it is completely the opposite. 
The born-again believer no longer relies only on his own 
strength and abilities but, being connected to the source of all 
power, wisdom and love, enjoys the supernatural pleasures and gifts that come 
from God through His Holy Spirit.

“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of 
self-discipline. So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord.” (II Timothy 1:7-8)

Here Apostle Paul is talking about the Holy Spirit, who indwells the true 
believer. The Holy Spirit does not generate fear in us, but rather He brings power, 
love and discipline. Every believer needs all three.

God gives us, through the Holy Spirit, a spirit of power. Unlimited strength is 
at our disposal. Apostle Paul is writing this letter to Timothy while he is in prison 
and is about to be martyred. Now, does Paul sound like a timid man? Not at all! 
When a religious leader sitting safely in his ivory tower sends a letter or writes a 
book telling people not to worry or be afraid because they will be protected by the 
Spirit… that is theory.

But when someone who is in prison and about to unjustly die writes that… that 
is power, that is a real manifestation of power, that is experiencing the power of the 
Holy Spirit… not just talking about it. Through the enabling of the Holy Spirit, the 
believer can serve and live without fear, persevere patiently, suffer triumphantly 
and even die with dignity.

God has also given us a spirit of love. It is our love for God that drives out all fear 
and makes us willing to give ourselves to Christ, whatever the cost may be. “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love….” (Galatians 5:22)

Our love for Christ, for the Word of God, for other believers and for the 
unbelievers comes from the Holy Spirit. “God has poured out His love into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” (Romans 5:5)

In fact, it is our love for our fellow man that makes us willing to endure all kinds 
of persecutions and abuses and to repay them with kindness. If you are filled with 
the Spirit of God, then you know what I am talking about.

The Holy Spirit also gives us discipline and self-control. We must use discretion 
and not act rashly or foolishly. No matter what the circumstances, we should act 
carefully and “keep our cool”. This kind of discipline does not come easily or 
naturally. Our nature says, “Act quickly!” and our responses are usually based on 
our emotions rather than on logic or love.

Our best example of someone demonstrating all three characteristics – power, 
love and discipline – is, of course, Jesus Christ. But many others have followed in 
His footsteps. The question is, “Are we as the Church and as individuals walking in 
His footsteps? Are you experiencing the Holy Spirit’s power, love and discipline in 
you?”

If yes, praise the Lord. If you’re not sure or don’t know how to receive this power, 
remember Jesus’ words: “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you.” (Acts 1:8) And we receive the Holy Spirit 
only by being born-again, through the new birth.

by Joseph Hovsepian

and

From his book, 
“God’s Workshop.”

Used by permission.

Power, Love
Discipline



• She believed in God’s divine redemptive power that 
miraculously delivered Israel at the Red Sea and from two 
Amorite kings (v. 10).

• She believed Jehovah to be the only true God who ruled over 
“heaven above and on earth beneath” (v. 11).

• She believed God would spare and deliver her and her father’s 
household (vv. 12-13).

• She trusted the two spies and obediently followed their 
instructions (v. 21).

• She was steadfast in her faith, exhibiting full assurance that 
Israel would defeat and capture Jericho.

God protected Rahab because of her faith and she “did not 
perish with those who did not believe” (Hebrews 11:31). Her faith 
secured her a great reward and her family a place in Israel with the 
people of God (Joshua 6:25). She is included in the Messianic line 
of Jesus Christ: “Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by 
Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king” (Matthew 
1:5-6; cf. Ruth 4:21-22) – all in the lineage of Jesus Christ.

Both Israel’s victory over Jericho and Rahab’s deliverance 
prove God extends His mercy, grace and salvation to anyone who 
exercises true faith in seeking Him.

 

aintaining one’s focus is 
essential to success in any task 

or calling, especially in our high 
calling in Christ. Only focused 
Christians will finish the race Christ 
has set before them. Distracted ones 
invariably stop short of His  
purposes.

Spectators and 
friends often shout 
encouragements to 
marathon runners as 
they pass by. May 
these thoughts 
encourage you, as 
you run by me today, 
to finish your race 
well, spiritually 
undistracted, “looking 
unto Jesus” 
(Hebrews 12:1-2).

Are You On A Mission?
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It is hard to believe that a person like Rahab, an Amorite living 
in a totally pagan society apart from the covenant promises of 
Israel, could have exercised such great faith. Herein lies a supreme 
example of God’s mercy and grace. He is able to reach down and 
save the most unlikely person, even someone whom most people 
of faith would deem hopelessly lost.

Joshua 2 reveals that Rahab had knowledge of Jehovah 
God. She was well-informed concerning Israel’s recent history 
and miraculous deliverance from Egypt. How she heard the 
news of God’s grace, mercy and mighty miracles is unknown. 
The important point is that she believed it. Rahab’s faith and 
belief in God, like Abraham before her, was imputed to her for 
righteousness.

A few examples of Rahab’s faith are recorded in Hebrews and 
Joshua. She “received the spies with peace” at the peril of her own 
life (Hebrews 11:31). James wrote, “Likewise, was not Rahab the 
harlot also justified by works [meaning her works proved that she 
was a believer] when she received the messengers and sent them 

out another way?” (James 2:25).
Rahab declared her faith when she used the 

word LORD (Joshua 2:9), meaning “Jehovah,” 
speaking of the one true God of Israel.
• She saw Jehovah as the personal God of 
  Israel when she called Him “your God” (v. 11).
• She believed Jehovah who had given the  
   Israelites the land (v. 9).

by Greg Hinnant
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Mission-minded or me-minded? Eliezer was superbly focused. 

Mission-minded, he wouldn’t even eat till he told Bethuel his mission’s 

purpose (Genesis 24:33). A duty-first man, he couldn’t turn aside till his 

mission was accomplished. He was a man on a mission in a foreign land. So 

                         is the Holy Spirit in this world. He’s focused on fulfilling the Father’s 

                                  mandate to find Christ’s bride (24:2-9) and Christ’s petitions to 

                                        sanctify, unify and retrieve her (John 17:17-24). And He’s in us! 

                                            
But are we letting Him make us mission-minded? Are you on 

                                            
   a mission to fulfill your commissions – to bravely witness for 

                                            
     Christ by lip and life, even when suffering (Acts 1:8)? To 

                                            
       share His gospel with everyone everywhere (Mark 16:15)? 

                                            
        To teach others Christ’s sayings, works, ways, will 

                                            
        (Matthew 28:18-20)? To faithfully fulfill your present

                                            
        personal calling? Or are you me-minded? Distracted from

                                            
       the “things above” by clamoring interests below: worldly                                    

                                            
     ambitions, materialistic goals, ensnaring relationships,

                                            
   entangling pastimes, politics, social changes, other good  

                                            
 causes? Don’t wander, wasting time. Me-time comes later; 

                                            
it’s mission time now. You’re a servant on a mission in a 

                                            
   foreign land.

David M. Levy is the director of International Ministries for The Friends 
of Israel. This article first appeared in the November/December 2011 issue 

of Israel My Glory magazine, published by The Friends of Israel Gospel 
Ministry. Copyright 2017 by The Friends of Israel. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.



are linked. Both are eternal. Wrote Russian 
novelist Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), The Jew is the 
emblem of eternity. He whom neither slaughter 
nor torture could destroy; he whom neither fire 
nor sword, nor inquisition was able to wipe 
off the face of the earth; he who was the first to 
produce the oracles of God; he who has been for 
so long a time the guardian of prophecy, and 
who has transmitted it to the rest of the world 
– his nation cannot be destroyed. The Jew is as 
everlasting as eternity itself.

As many have sought to destroy the Jewish 
people, so, too, have many wanted to destroy the 
Bible. The infamous American atheist/agnostic 
Robert Ingersoll (1833-1899) once boasted, “I am 
going to put the Bible out of business.” Ingersoll 
faded away like grass; yet the Bible he attacked 
remains. “The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the Word of our God stands forever” (Isaiah 
40:8; cf. I Peter 1:24-25).

Consider the vain declaration of Voltaire 
(1694-1778): “Another century and there will 
not be a Bible on earth!” How ridiculous he now 
looks in light of Jesus’ words, “Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but My words will by no means 
pass away” (Matthew 24:35; cf. Psalm 119:89).

The existence of the Jewish people and the 
Bible prove the existence of God and the eternal 
influence of His Word.

Under God’s guidance, Jewish people penned, 
preserved and proved the Bible. The result 
is the infallible (I Kings 8:56), inexhaustible 
(Deuteronomy 17:19) and indispensable 
(Matthew 4:4) Word of God that we call the 
Bible. Thank you, Israel!

Peter Colón is the Southeastern States director for 
The Friends of Israel. This article first appeared in the 

November/December 2011 issue of Israel My Glory 
magazine, published by The Friends of Israel Gospel 

Ministry. Copyright 2017 by The Friends of Israel. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 In every difficulty you can find an opportunity.

Jewish People 
Preserved the Bible
An old rabbinical treatise called 
Soferim (“Scribes”) is a detailed how-
to book that lists the many rules the 

Jewish scribes – Bible copyists – had to follow 
painstakingly.

For example, they had to use a special 
mixture of black ink. The transcription had to 
be done on the parchment of a clean animal. 
The exact number of words and letters on each 
line had to match the original.

Every word and letter was counted. Each 
column had to have no fewer than 48 and no 
more than 60 lines. Scribes were not allowed 
to copy from memory. Nor could they copy 
sentence for sentence or even word for word. 
Scripture had to be copied letter for letter.

The work was inspected by at least three 
senior specialist scribes. If there was an 
omission or if two letters touched, the entire 
script was rejected.

Other particulars involved width and 
height; exact spaces between letters, words 
and pages and between numbers of columns 
and lines to the column; and much more. The 
process was scrupulously strict. Such was 
the standard to maintain the integrity of the 
copied work.

The first prime minister of Israel, David 
Ben-Gurion (1886-1973), observed, “We 
have preserved the Book, and the Book has 
preserved us.”

Even the New Testament was meticulously 
copied following rigid rules. Thank God for 
Jewish scribes who preserved the Bible.

Jewish People Prove the Bible
“The Lord gave the Word; great was the 
company of those who proclaimed it” 
(Psalm 68:11).

Israel’s history and that of the Bible 

KEEPERS OF THE SCRIPTURES
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