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accused and given no 
opportunity to explain, for 
“He was led like a lamb to 
the slaughter, and… did 

not open His mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).
We pray for gentleness and quickly 

face a storm of temptation to be harsh 
and irritable. We pray for quietness, and 
suddenly every nerve is stressed to its limit 
with tremendous tension so that we may 
learn that when He sends His peace, no 
one can disturb it. We pray for love for 
others, and God sends unique suffering by 
sending people our way who are difficult 
to love and who say things that get on our 
nerves and tear at our heart. He does this 
because “love is patient, love is kind.… It 
is not rude …it is not easily angered.… 
It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” 
(I Corinthians 13:4-5, 7-8). Yes, we pray 
to be like Jesus, and God’s answer is: “I 
have tested you in the furnace of affliction” 
(Isaiah 48:10); “Will your courage endure 
or your hands be strong?” (Ezekiel 22:14); 
“Can you drink the cup?” (Matthew 20:22). 
The way to peace and victory is to accept 
every circumstance and every trial as 
being straight from the hand of our loving 
Father, to live “with Him in the heavenly 
realms” (Ephesians 2:6) above the clouds in 
the very presence of His throne and to look 
down from glory on our circumstances as 
being lovingly and divinely appointed.

From Streams In The Desert.

e do not know what we ought 
to pray for. (Romans 8:26). Often 
it is simply the answers to our 

prayers that cause many of the difficulties 
in the Christian life. We pray for patience 
and our Father sends demanding people 
our way who test us to the limit “because… 
suffering produces perseverance” (Romans 
5:3). We pray for a submissive spirit and 
God sends suffering again, for we learn 
to be obedient in the same way Christ 
“learned obedience from what He suffered” 
(Hebrews 5:8). We pray to be unselfish and 
God gives us opportunities to sacrifice by 
placing other people’s needs first and by 
laying down our lives for other believers. 
We pray for strength and humility and “a 
messenger of Satan” (II Corinthians 12:7) 
comes to torment us until we lie on the 
ground pleading for it to be withdrawn. We 
pray to the Lord as His apostles did, saying, 
“Increase our faith!” (Luke 17:5). Then our 
money seems to take wings and fly away; 
       our children become critically ill; an 
           employee becomes careless, slow and 
             wasteful; or some other new trial 
               comes upon us, requiring more 
                faith than we have ever before  
                 experienced. We pray for a 
                   Christlike life that exhibits the 
                     humility of a lamb. Then we are 
                      asked to perform some lowly 
                        task, or we are unjustly 

How toPray

   “…we don’t know what we should 
  pray for, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us…” Romans 8:26
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people, we acknowledge our utter dependence upon Him. His Word to us today is still 
the same: “Call unto Me and I will answer Thee.”

PRAYER REQUESTS:
“Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 

salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” (II Timothy 2:10).
If Job had known that millions down through history would look back on his trials 

as he sat in the ashes, he might have taken courage in the fact that his experience 
would help others throughout the world.

No one lives to himself, and Job’s story, although severe, is in a way like yours and 
mine, except that his was written for all to see. None of us know the trials that await us 
in the days ahead. But we can believe like Job that God has allowed them for a purpose 
and we can find peace as a result.

Our financial struggles during this year so far, have been more challenging than 
anything we have seen in years; and yet, I am reminded that nothing ever escapes 
God’s attention and He desires that we walk by faith and not in our own strength.

God told Abraham that he would have a son, but he didn’t reveal to him the fact that 
it would be thirty years before he would hold that son in his arms. It is not for us to 
know God’s timing; we are simply asked to wait on Him and to keep on praying.

We are asking you to 
earnestly join with us in 
praying for our needs and also 
praying that we would not 
lose sight of the fact that God 
is in control. Our income this 
year-to-date is under last year’s 
amount by $109,000.00. This 
has forced us to drastically 
reduce the amount of tracts 
that are printed as well as the 
amount being shipped out.

Dear friends, if you can 
help us today, we would love 
to hear from you. So often I 
have heard people say that 
they can’t give very much. But 
dear friends, if everyone who 
refrains from giving would 
give even ten dollars a month, 
it would make a tremendous 
difference. Please ask the Lord 
and guide your heart, and then 
send us whatever you feel you 
can share. God will use it for 
His honor and glory. But above 
all else, determine to remember 
us regularly before God’s throne 
of grace for the needs that we 
face and that we would wait 
patiently for His provision.

- Editor & Staff

PRAISE:
“Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends 

of the earth: for I am God and there is none else.” 
(Isaiah 45:22).

What a joy to read the letters each day that 
come to us from all over the world, telling of 
souls being saved through reading the printed 
page. We are thankful for everyone who has 
had a part through your prayers and financial 
support. Many tracts have been sent out. It 
is only through your help that we are able to 
carry on. June has been a very difficult month 
financially but as God leads and directs, we will 
keep on doing all we can to get the message out 
to the lost around the world.

We read in Acts 9 about Paul who turned 
the world upside down in his faithful ministry 
to God. After God touched his heart and 
transformed him into a faithful servant for 
God, he was always thanking the Lord for both 
the blessings and the hardships he endured. 
In the letter to the Philippians, he wrote, “Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; and the peace 
of God which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through Jesus 
Christ” (4:6-7).

The world around us seems to be spiraling 
downwards, but in spite of that, we need to 
keep praying with an attitude of gratitude. For 
believers in Jesus Christ, being thankful should 
be a daily ritual in the midst of life’s trials.

The economy we live in can cause anyone to 
tremble and be afraid, but God is greater than 
any problem, and we must be faithful in sharing 
the Good News to mankind. Jesus Christ is the 
only answer to a fearful heart and our attitude 
should show that as we go about our business 
and meet people along the way. We know that 
we’re on the winning side, that God still reigns 
and righteousness will prevail in the end. All 
He asks is that we would be faithful. Pray daily 
that the Lord will raise up new partners in this 
Ministry, men and women who are excited 
about Missions. I believe that God will yet bring 
in a large harvest of souls if we will but remain 
strong and committed to the task at hand.

As the Father welcomes us into His circle 
of love, may we be willing to share His peace 
to someone along the way this week. As God’s 

by John Harder

2

fromyourEditor

Only those who are bound to Christ are truly free.

Jesus summed up 
commonsense 
carefulness in the 

life of a disciple as 
unbelief. If we have 
received the Spirit of 
God, He will squeeze 
right through our lives 
as if to ask, “Now where do I come into this 
relationship, this vacation you have planned, or 
these new books you want to read?” And He 
always presses the point until we learn to make 
Him our first consideration. Whenever we put 
other things first, there is confusion.

“…do not worry about your life….” Don’t 
take the pressure of your provision upon 
yourself. It is not only wrong to worry, it is 
unbelief; worrying means we do not believe that 
God can look after the practical details of our 
lives and it is never anything but those details 
that worry us. Have you ever noticed what 
Jesus said would choke the Word He puts in us? 
Is it the devil? No – “the cares of this world” 
(Matthew 13:22). It is always our little worries. 
We say, “I will not trust when I cannot see” – 
and that is where unbelief begins. The only cure 
for unbelief is obedience to the Spirit.

The greatest word 
of Jesus to His disciples 
is abandon.

Our Careful 
Unbelief by Oswald Chambers

“…do not worry 
about your life, what 
you will eat or what 
you will drink; nor 
about your body, 
what you will put 
on.” Matthew 6:25

From: My Utmost for 
His Highest. Used by 
permission.



 

Rohitha Fernando, Sri Lanka:
“In my family, I have two sisters and three brothers. In 
December of 2011, my father died and went to be with 

Jesus. My oldest sister suffers from depression and has a very bad 
marriage. My mother is 76 years old. I am 46 years old but I never 
married. I help them with the money I earn from fishing.

“We all believe that God is alive and loves us and will never 
leave us alone. Whenever I have the time, I distribute the gospel 
tracts that you send me and I also do some preaching. This is my 
service to the Lord and we are seeing many souls come to Jesus 
Christ and they are joining our fellowship. I always receive help 
from a Christian brother because I find it very difficult to write to 
you in English. I appreciate your support so very much. I pray that 
God will continue to bless your labors for Him.”

Wonderful Gospel Church, Lagos, Nigeria:
“Greetings in the precious Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Words are not enough to express our appreciation for 

the gospel literature that you have sent to Nigeria. The tracts are 
invaluable material for use in soul winning at schools and other 
communities. We would again appreciate it very much if you 
could send us another large supply that we might continue to 
bring the Good News of the gospel to the unsaved.”

Dharmashree Gajadheera, Sri Lanka:
“I am 81 years old. A friend named Rohitha Fernando 
from Negombo shared with us about his faith in Jesus 

Christ. He explained it to me very gently as I found it difficult to 
read. I knew about the Hindu and Buddhist religions from my 
birth, but I knew nothing about Jesus. I prayed to God and I know 
He heard me. He granted my request and assured me by His Holy 
Spirit that I could be born again. I am so thankful to know that I 
will one day go to live with Him in glory.”

Lachish Madhumaadhavi, Sri Lanka:
“I received a copy of your tract entitled, ‘Protection, God 
cares for you.’ I also started reading the Bible because I  

was not satisfied with my life. Today I have accepted Jesus as my 
personal Savior. Together with my parents, we were all baptized. 
We know God loves us and will always be with us. Please pray 
for us.”

Bill Kieffer, Catalão, Brazil:
“I am writing to thank you for 
the beautiful tracts you sent 

to us on March 15, 2016. They arrived here 
on April 20th. Thank you so very much for your ministry.

“Yesterday was a special day in other ways also in that we made 
arrangements to start another church in Catalão, Goiás. We have 
been in Brazil for almost 38 years and this will be the fourth 
church we have planted through Gospel Fellowship Association. 
The gospel tracts you sent will be a great help in winning souls 
and in the starting of the new church. We remain your friends in 
Christ.”

Rhema Outreach Church, Ghana, West Africa:
“We greet you in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I was 
given one of your tracts and I was blessed by reading the 

message in it. I would like to make a request to you to send me a 
supply of your English tracts. I am part of an outreach team that 
regularly goes out to preach Jesus Christ and share the message 
one-on-one. Your help in this way would be very beneficial to us. 
We look forward to hearing from you.”

Assemblies of God Church, Ikotun, Lagos, Nigeria:
“It is my pleasure to write this letter to you. It is to 
inform you that the tracts you posted last year were a 

great help and we are truly thankful. On behalf of the Evangelical 
department, we are appealing that you send us another 35,000 
copies of gospel tracts which are so desperately needed for soul 
winning. Your tracts are attractive and the best we have seen in 
a long time. We pray that God will bless your ministry in Jesus’ 
Name.”

K. S. Asith, Sri Lanka:
“When I was fifteen years old I went swimming in the 
ocean and found myself drowning. When I was rescued 

I was in a coma and suffered brain damage. The doctors advised 
my parents that I would not live for long. My parents took me 
to a Bible study where the people prayed for me. In a few days I 
regained consciousness and I invited Jesus Christ to be my Savior 
and Lord after reading one of your tracts entitled, ‘True Freedom’. ”

around the World

The Redeemed Church of God, Anambra State, Nigeria:
“We very much appreciate your labor in spreading 
the gospel across the world. The tract, Matchless 

Pearl, blessed us greatly. I would also like it if you could 
send us another supply of your literature that we can 
share with others in our area where we live. Thank you 
very much.”

3Giving is often the best thermometer of our love for Christ.

fromyourMissionaries



Geneva Bible Society and made a storehouse for Bibles. God’s 
Word has been minimized, criticized and scrutinized. Yet, it has 
passed through the critical fires and has stood the test of time 
to remain the plumb line of truth. God’s truth is unchanging 
and is never negotiable under any circumstance. Critics cry out 
that Biblical truth is an outdated antique which is out of touch 
with the times and simply old-fashioned. For the record, so 
are air and water, but try surviving without them! Winston Churchill  said, “The truth is 
incontrovertible. Malice may attack it, ignorance may deride it, but in the end, there it is.” 
The men who stand in conflict with truth will always be those whose lives are contradicted 
by truth. God’s truth is neither afraid of the darkness nor the storm. It is merely a beacon 
that shines brighter against such backdrops. Even if the world should burn or bury God’s 
Word, truth will always prevail if we ensure it is engraved on the tablets of our heart.

We have the invincible Son of God. 
In John 10:18, speaking of His life, Jesus said, “No man taketh it from Me, but 
I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again…” At His birth, Herod sought to kill Him. During His years of ministry, 

the Pharisees and Chief Priests plotted how to take His life. Once Pilate became the pawn 
to put the plan into motion, the world would forever be disturbed at the outcome. Satan 
could not kill Him. Death could not keep Him. And the grave could not hold Him! The 
resurrection of Jesus is the citadel of the Christian faith, and those that are His have this 
same power at work within their lives. The world cannot comprehend His resurrection 
power but are mad with rage that Jesus is free and on the loose. That is why 
any persecution we receive is simply the world attempting to get to the Jesus 
within us. Time and again, the rationalists have declared that the church 
was dead or dying. But, as long as His resurrection power is at work, 
there will always remain the hope of renewed life. Nineteenth-century 
American Bishop Edward Thomson wrote, “The world cannot bury 
Christ. The earth is not deep enough for His tomb, the clouds are not 
wide enough for His winding sheet.” The world may dream of a day 
when the church is in smoking ruins, but the Lord would still raise 
a flaming army from the smoldering ashes.

uring the first century, Nero made 
sport of the blood of Christian 
martyrs in the Roman Empire. 

By the late third century, Diocletian 
commanded that the churches all be 
leveled to the ground. As the church 
entered the Dark Ages, it was estimated 
that over fifty million lives were killed 
trying to suppress the advancement of 
the protestant church. Yet, the church has 
demonstrated amazing resilience. Some 
of the secret has to do with the courage 
and commitment of countless believers, 
but most of the secret lies in the purpose 
of God for the church. While the world 
may fight the church and even kill its 
members, the Lord has stated clearly in 
Matthew 16:18 that “…upon this rock I 
will build My church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” Now, Jesus did 
not say that there might not come some 
days when it would look like the gates of 
hell might prevail against it. But, when 
the dust settles and the final analysis is 
calculated, the church will remain standing 
simply because the Lord wants it to last. 
Empires have come and gone. Rulers 
risen and fallen. And there still stands the 
church having outlived them all. Matthew 
Henry wrote, “When men are projecting 
the church’s ruin, God is preparing for its 
salvation.” In these times of growing hostile 
and militant aggression toward the people 
of God, we are still armed with possessions 
that will assure our ultimate victory.

We have the indestructible 
Word of God. 
In Matthew 24:35, Jesus said, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass 

away, but My words shall not pass away.” 
For thousands of years, the enemies of 
truth have sought to destroy the precious 
Word of God. But every attempt has 
failed miserably. The French humanist 
Voltaire once said, “Another century and 
there will not be a Bible on the earth.” It 
is interesting to note that after he died, 
his old printing press and the very house 
where he lived was purchased by the 

Prayer is the vital breath of the soul; without it Christians soon turn “blue”.4

by Alan StewartSay Die
Never It seems that 

in every epoch 
of Christian 

church history, 
there has been 

a determined 
effort to 

annihilate the 
presence of 

the church and 
to extinguish 
its influence. 

continued on pg. 8



 

Trust 
and Obey
John H. Sammis
1846 -1919

n 1887, just following an evangelistic meeting 
held by Dwight L. Moody, a young man stood 
to share his story in an after-service testimony 

meeting. As he was speaking, it became clear 
to many that he knew little about the Bible or 
acceptable Christian doctrine. His closing lines, 
however, spoke volumes to seasoned and new 
believers alike: I’m not quite sure. But I’m going 
to trust and I’m going to obey.

Daniel Towner was so struck by the power 
of those simple words that he quickly jotted 
them down, then delivered them to John Sammis, who developed the lyrics to 
Trust and Obey. Towner composed the music and the song quickly became a 
favorite.

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Refrain:
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blessed if we trust and obey.

But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favor He shows and the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.

When we put our cares in God’s hands, He puts His peace in our hearts. 5

t seems incredible that it could happen. Only a 
generation after Joshua, Israel no longer knew the 
Lord. How is such a development possible?
This is a very important question, not just for the 

ancient Israelites, but for us. Churches, too, have seen 
sudden decline from one generation to another. How 
can we understand and prevent this kind of calamity?

The book of Judges provides a very clear answer to 
our questions. Its answer does not say everything that might be said in general, 
but it does say specific, crucial things that we must ponder to understand both 
Israel’s situation and our vulnerability.

To begin with, Judges shows us that Israel descended into calamity when 
it moved away from living by faith in the Word of God to living by sight in 
the wisdom and values of the world. As we see in Judges 2-3, Israel rapidly 
descended into gross sin and disobedience, serving the statues and altars of the 
Baals and intermarrying with those who did not worship the Lord. Idolatry 
and intermarriage are the great sins against which Joshua warned Israel again 
and again (Joshua 23:6-13). And with good reason, for these two great sins are 
interconnected. The one leads to and reinforces the other.

“And there arose 
another generation 
after them who did 
not know the Lord 
or the work that He 
had done for Israel.” 
Judges 2:10.

What Judges 
Teaches the Church

by W. Robert Godfrey

continued on pg. 6
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6 Prayer will drive sin out of your life, or sin will drive prayer out.

V o l u m e  7 7 ,  N u m b e r  9

Founder - Mr. Orban C. Stout 

editor & director - John Harder 

Graphic desiGn - Dave Harder 

The evangelist is issued monthly and is the Official Organ of evangelical 
tract distributors. Founded October 1st, 1935 and incorporated June 
22nd, 1954, it is mailed to all who contribute towards the financial support 
of this Ministry. Receipts are issued for all donations received. All of 
our tracts are free and this Ministry is supported entirely by the freewill 
offerings of God’s people. 

u.s. donors, please note 
If you need U.S. Income Tax Deductible receipts, kindly send your 
donation to and payable to: 
The d.M. stearns Missionary Fund 
p.o. Box 1578, north Wales, pa. 19454 
Your donation should be accompanied by a separate covering note or 
letter recommending that the proceeds of your gift be granted by the 
Fund to Evangelical Tract Distributors. Thank you, most graciously, for 
remembering us in our need. 

to our FaithFuL donors 
More and more of our supporters are finding it a lot easier now to send in 
their gifts by an automatic debit system or by credit card. Our bank is 
also equipped to accept stocks and bonds for those who wish to assist our 
ministry in these ways. If you would like to adopt these ways of giving, just 
let us know and we will send you a simple form to fill out. This form will 
allow you to set up your Automatic Debit – Credit Card donation as to how 
you want it done – for example a weekly or monthly gift and the amount 
you wish to give. Once we receive the application back from you, our Bank 
will take care of the rest. This arrangement can be cancelled by you at any 
time. Thank you for your prayers and support for this work of faith. 

You MaY aLso donate throuGh 

When orderinG Your tracts 
Evangelical Tract Distributors has been contracting out all of its printing 
which has proven to be extremely cost effective and has enabled us to 
forego the huge expenses that would otherwise have been involved if we 
had sought to purchase a new printing press. However, some tract titles 
requested may be out of stock from time to time due to heavy demand. 
We will always fill your orders as best we can, based on availability, but 
sometimes a particular title will be requested more than anticipated, and 
our supply will be temporarily depleted. It may take up to three to four 
months for these tracts to be reprinted, so we ask for your patience. 
Thank you for understanding. 

Please address your letters to – 
evangelical tract distributors 
p.o. Box 146, edmonton, alberta, canada, t5J 2G9 
phone: 1-780-477-1538
fax: 1-780-477-3795

Printed in Canada 
Canadian Publication 
Agreement No. 40050406 

We welcome your manuscripts, stories and testimonies for possible 
publication in The Evangelist, but we cannot promise that they will be used 
or when they will be published. Unused material cannot be returned. 

Support for the ministry of ETD comes from the gifts 
of our members and friends. 

See us at: www.evangelicaltract.com 
Or e-mail us at: etdsupport@evangelicaltract.com

This descent into idolatry and intermarriage did not just 
happen, however. These gross sins were the end results 
of various compromises that Israel had made earlier. 
Israel had served the Lord faithfully in the opening of 
the book of Judges, but that begins to change at Judges 
1:19, where we read, “And the Lord was with Judah, and 
he took possession of the hill county, but he could not 
drive out the inhabitants of the plain because they had chariots of iron.” It does 
not appear that the Israelites actually fought against the chariots of iron and were 
defeated; rather, it seems that they saw the chariots of iron and decided not to 
fight. That decision seems very reasonable and proper – to a people living by sight. 
Chariots of iron were the most powerful military weapon of that time.

Israel, however, was called to live by faith in the Word of God. The Word of God 
had come to her through Joshua who said, “For you shall  drive out the Canaanites, 
though they have chariots of iron, and though they are strong.” (Joshua 17:18). Later 
in the book of Judges, we are shown how God kept His promise because Deborah 
and Barak were able to defeat Jabin, a king of the Canaanites, even though he had 
nine hundred chariots of iron (Judges 4:3). The Word of God reminds God’s people 
that God’s “delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor His pleasure in the legs of 
a man, but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His 
steadfast love.” (Psalm 147:10-11).

We can see what went wrong – living by sight and not by faith – but that does 
not show us why things went wrong. For that, we must turn again to the words of 
Joshua: But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord for He is a 
holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 
If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm 
and consume you, after having done you good.” (Joshua 24:19-20)

Now wait a moment, you may be saying. If Israel was not able, how were they 
accountable? In what sense were they not able? What did Joshua mean when he 
said those words? He did not mean that the people were individually unregenerate 
and so were unable. He did not mean that they would not be perfect in keeping the 
law and so would be unable. He seems to have said that they would be leaderless – 
having neither Moses, nor Joshua, nor the elders who knew them – and so would 
not be led and guarded in faithfulness to the Word of God.

Joshua was recognizing that God would not give them another Moses or Joshua. 
He would give them judges who would be for them saviors (Judges 2:16). But 
these judges would be only regional and temporary leaders. The lesson that God 
was teaching Israel – and us – in a variety of ways in the book of Judges is that the 
people needed a good and faithful king. Israel’s problem was clear: “In those days 
there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (17:6).

Israel had to learn its need for a king and in turn to yearn for a king – not a 
king like the nations as they would have in Saul, but a man after God’s own heart, 
namely, David. Yet even David could not protect and lead God’s people ultimately. 
He sinned, his house was divided and he died. Who, then, is the leader – perfect, 
faithful and undying – for God’s people? Obviously only Jesus is such a king.

What is the antidote, then, for the church and its problems? What will preserve a 
saving knowledge of God from generation to generation? It is following King Jesus 
according to His Word. Where the church fails to do so, it will find itself, like Israel, 
unable to live by faith rather than sight. But where the church turns to Jesus and 
follows ministers who faithfully preach His Word, 
it will live before Him. The book of Judges is a 
mirror held up to the church that forces us to ask 
ourselves, “Is Jesus our King and do we live by faith 
in His Word?” If the answer is yes, the church from 
generation to generation will know the Lord.

WHAT JUDGES TEACHES THE CHURCH
continued from pg. 5
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Yea, Though 
I Walk Thru The 
Valley

If we could merit our salvation, Christ would not have died to provide it. 7

ere is a wonderful truth for all believers. You may be poor or 
in suffering, or unknown, but for your encouragement, take 
a review of your “calling” and the consequences that flow 

from it and especially that blessed result spoken of here. As surely 
as you are God’s child today, so surely shall all your trials soon end 
and you shall be rich beyond all measure. Be willing to wait, for
your weary head will soon wear the crown of glory. That hand of 
labor shall grasp the palm branch of victory. Don’t fret about your 
troubles, but rather rejoice for before long you will be where “there 
shall be neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain.” The chariots of fire are at your door and in a moment it will 
carry you to God’s glorified Home.

The everlasting song will soon be on thy lips. The portals 
of heaven stand open for you. Never think that you can fail of 
entering into that rest. If He has called you, nothing can separate 
you from His love. Distress cannot sever the bond; the fire of 
persecution cannot burn the link; the hammer of hell cannot 

Devotionalby Charles 
Spurgeon

“Whom He justified, them
 He also glorified.”  Romans 8:30

break the chain. You are secure; 
that voice which called you at first 
shall call you again from earth to 
heaven, from death’s dark gloom to 
immortality’s unuttered splendors.

Rest assured that the heart of 
Him who has justified you beats 
with infinite love towards you. You 
shall soon be with the glorified 
saints where your portion is! You 
are only kept waiting that you 
might be made ready for the inheritance. When that is done, the 
wings of angels shall carry you far away to the mount of peace and 
joy and blessedness, where you shall rest forever and ever!

“Far from a world of grief and sin,
 With God eternally shut in.”

A s Christians, living on earth, there will be valleys 
to walk through during our days here. The 
disappointments, the frustrations, the discouragements, 
the dilemmas, the dark, difficult days, though they be 

shadowed valleys, need not be disasters. They can be the road to 
higher ground in our walk with God.

After all, when we pause to think 
about it a moment, we must realize 
that even our modern mountain 
highways follow the valleys to reach 
the summit of the passes they traverse. 
Similarly the ways of God lead upward 
through the valleys of our lives.

Again and again I must remind myself, “O God, this seems 
terribly tough, but I know that in the end it will prove to be the 
easiest and gentlest way to get me onto higher ground.” Then  
when I thank Him for the difficult days, I discover that He is   
there with me in my distress. At that point, my panic, my fear,

That hand of labor 
shall grasp the palm 

branch of victory. 
Don’t fret about 

your troubles, but 
rather rejoice…

continued on pg. 8

by W. Philip Keller

As Christians we will 
discover sooner or 
later that it is in the 
valleys of our lives that we find 
refreshment from God Himself.



my misgivings give way to calm and quiet 
confidence in His care. Somehow, in a serene, 
quiet way I am assured that all will turn out well 
for my best because He is with me in the valley 
and everything is under His control.

To come to this conviction in the Christian 
life is to have entered into an attitude of quiet 
acceptance of every adversity. Knowing Him in 
this new and intimate manner makes life much 
more bearable than before.

As Christians we will discover sooner or later 
that it is in the valleys of our lives that we find 
refreshment from God Himself. It is not until we 
have walked with Him through some very deep 
troubles that we discover He can lead us to find 
our refreshment in Him right there in the midst 
of our difficulty. It is when we look back over life 
and see how the Shepherd’s hand has guided and 
sustained us in the darkest hour that renewed 
faith is engendered.

I know of nothing that 
so stimulates my faith in 
my Heavenly Father as 
to look back and reflect 
on His faithfulness to me in 
every crisis and every chilling circumstance of 
life. Because He has led me through without fear 
before, He can do it again, and again, and again. 
In this knowledge, fear fades and tranquility of 
heart and mind takes its place.

There are going to be some valleys in life for 
all of us. The Good Shepherd Himself assured us 
that “in this world ye shall have tribulation: but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33).

The question is always: How do we react to 
these valleys? With Christ by my side, I can face 
them calmly. With His gracious Holy Spirit to 
guide me I can face them fearlessly.

From: “A Shepherd looks at Psalm 23.”
Used by permission.

We have the insuppressible 
Spirit of God. 
In John 3:8, Jesus said, “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou 

hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit.’’ Jesus 
likened the Spirit of God to the moving of 
the wind. Try as hard as he may, a man will 
never be able to manipulate the wind to blow. 
Likewise, the moment the wind begins to 
blow, a man is powerless to stop it. The Holy 
Spirit moves at will and releases power that 
even Satan is unable to prevent. When the 
Spirit moved upon Joshua, an entire city fell 
into his hands. When the Spirit moved upon 
Elijah, fire fell from heaven. When the Spirit 
moved upon Ezekiel, the wheels began to 
turn. The Holy Spirit does not flow through 
methods, management or machinery, but 
rather through men. And while Satan’s power 
is at work everywhere in the world, there is 
nothing he fears more than that of a God-
anointed, Christ-centered, Spirit-powered 
church. Os Guinness said, “The story of 
Christian reformation, revival and renaissance 
underscores that the darkest hour is often 
just before the dawn, so we should always be 
people of hope and prayer, not gloom and 
defeatism. God the Holy Spirit can turn the 
situation around in five minutes.” As long as 
the Spirit provides gusts of wind there will 
always be the hope of a fire to spread.

Years ago, Timex watches had this slogan: 
“It takes a lickin’ and keeps on tickin’. ” The 
same words may also suggest the reason why, 
after storms and splits, war and famine, trial 
and persecution, there is still such a thing as 
the church. There are days when the battle is 
fierce and difficult. In such times, it is easy to 
question the outcome.

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING
NEVER SAY DIE
continued from pg. 4

YEA, THOUGH I WALK THRU THE VALLEY
continued from pg. 7

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 Christians should be mirrors reflecting the glory of Christ.


