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by A. W. Tozer

ome near to the holy men and women 
of the past and you will soon feel the 
heat of their desire after God. They 

mourned for Him, they prayed and wrestled and sought for Him day 
and night, in season and out, and when they had found Him, the finding 
was all the sweeter for the long seeking. Moses used the fact that he 
knew God as an argument for knowing Him better. “Now, therefore, I 
pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, show me now thy way, that 
I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight”; and from there he 
rose to make the daring request, “I beseech thee, show me thy glory.” 
God was frankly pleased by this display of ardor and the next day called 
Moses into the mount and there in solemn procession made all His glory 
pass before him.

David’s life was a torrent of spiritual desire, and his psalms ring with 
the cry of the seeker and the glad shout of the finder. Paul confessed 
the mainspring of his life to be his burning desire after Christ. “That 
I may know Him” was the goal of his heart, and to this he sacrificed 

everything. “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 

have suffered the loss of all things and do count them but 
refuse, that I may win Christ.” (Philippians 3:8).

We must put 
away all effort 
to impress and 
come with the 

guileless candor 
of childhood. If 

we do this, 
without doubt 

God will quickly 
respond.



 

meet our needs, but He longs to do that through the prayers of His people.
When Peter was in prison for proclaiming God’s Word in public, his friends and fellow 

believers were praying for him and for his release. When a young girl answered a knock 
on the door, it was Peter standing there. She ran back to where the people were gathered 
and told them that Peter was standing outside but they wouldn’t believe her. I’m afraid 
that all too often we are doing the same thing. We pray for the things that are on our 
heart, but we don’t really believe that our prayers will be answered. Our faith is so very, 
very weak. But Scripture also tells us that if we have faith as small as a grain of mustard 
seed, great things for God will be 
accomplished.

WILL YOU HELP US AGAIN 
SOON?

Prayer is the most powerful 
weapon we have and God has 
proven time-and-again that He 
does answer the prayers of His 
people. I truly believe that Jesus 
is coming back soon, but until 
He calls us Home, we want to be 
found faithfully proclaiming His 
Word to the unsaved all around 
the world.

Friends, we need to hear from 
you soon because January was 
a very lean month. We want to 
get back to where we can at least 
partially fill the orders that come 
into our office regularly. Rohitha 
Fernando from Sri Lanka 
has been distributing gospel 
literature in that country for 
quite a few years, and people are 
being saved as a result, but we 
have not been able to send him 
any tracts for a few months now 
because of a shortage of funds. 
We need to continue supplying 
them with gospel tracts.

Please help us today. Your 
gift of $20, $50, $75, or any 
amount you give today will take 
the powerful Word of God into 
places where souls are dying 
without Jesus Christ as their 
Savior. We need to hear from you 
today!

– Editor and Staff

INTERCESSORY PRAYER:
“And do you seek great things for 

yourself? Do not seek them; for behold, I will 
bring adversity on all flesh, says the LORD. 
But I will give your life to you as a prize in 
all places, wherever you go.” (Jeremiah 45:5)

A promise given for hard places and a 
promise of safety and life in the midst of 
tremendous pressure. This prophecy was 
given to Baruch when God told him that 
he would live through very troubled times 
but that God would protect him.

It may well apply to us in our own 
times, which are growing harder as we 
near the end of the age and the coming 
tribulation times. We often pray to be 
delivered from calamities but we should 
also remember that God can keep us while 
going through them for however long they 
may last. We can endure in the presence 
of our enemies because we dwell in the 
presence of God. If we set our hearts on 
doing God’s will, we will find ourselves 
to be instantly free. Nothing can really 
hinder us. As we determine to trust God 
confidently and pray without ceasing, we 
will experience God’s wonderful peace and 
the enemy simply cannot hinder us from 
doing the will of God.

After writing the above words, I was 
immediately reminded how often I struggle 
with worry in my own life. I worry about 
my family and I admit that I worry about 
Evangelical Tract Distributors. It is true 
that last year was difficult, but yet God 
provided and met our needs; perhaps not 
all of our wants, but He did not forsake us 
or forget about us and we are so thankful 
for His provision.

At our morning church service several 
weeks ago, a guest speaker spoke on 
the subject of prayer and the fact that 
intercessory prayer is absent from the lives 
of many Christians. If there is one thing 
that I would ask of everyone who has 
partnered with this ministry, it is that you 
remember to pray for us constantly and 
fervently. God longs to bless our lives and 

by John Harder
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Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel message 
of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

We realize that we 
are energized by 

the Holy Spirit for 
prayer; we know what 
it is to pray in the Spirit; 
but we do not so often 
realize that the Holy 
Spirit Himself prays in 
us prayers which we 
cannot utter. When we 
are born again of God and are indwelt by the 
Spirit of God, He expresses for us the 
unutterable.

“He”, the Spirit in you, “maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of God” and 
God searches your heart not to know what your 
conscious prayers are but to find out what is the 
prayer of the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit of God needs the nature of the 
believer as a shrine in which to offer His 
intercession. “Your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost.” When Jesus Christ cleansed the 
temple, He “would not suffer that any man 
should carry any vessel through the temple.” The 
Spirit of God will not allow you to use your body 
for your own convenience. Jesus ruthlessly cast 
out all them that sold and bought in the temple 
and said – “My house shall be called the house of 
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.”

Have we recognized that our body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost? If so, we must be 
careful to keep it undefiled for Him. We have 
to remember that our conscious life, though 
it is only a tiny bit of our personality, is to be 
regarded by us as a shrine of the Holy Ghost. He 
will look after the unconscious part that we 

                  know nothing of; but we must see 
                   that we guard the conscious part for 
                   which we are responsible.

- My Utmost For His Highest

The Unrivalled Power 
of Prayer

“We know not 
what we should 
pray for as we 
ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for 
us with groanings 
which cannot be 
uttered.” Romans 8:26

by Oswald Chambers



 

Bill Keichline, USA: (Inmate)
“Remember those that are in 
bonds, as bound with them; and 

those suffering adversity.” (Hebrews 13:3)
Leaving the prison dining room, I 

usually place gospel tracts on a few 
tables. One of the men who cleans up came to me with a 
tract in his hand. He had been in prison for only three months. He 
was 20 years old. He said that after reading the tract he wanted to 
know more. He saw me leaving the pamphlet on the table the day 
before.

“Then he asked me, ‘Do you know Bill Keichline?’ He was told 
that if he wanted to know more about Jesus, he should find Bill 
Keichline. I told him that I was Bill Keichline.

“I easily spoke to him about the Savior, the forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life that we can all have in Christ Jesus. I gave him 
several Bible studies, some tracts and a Gideon Bible that were 
given to me by my old pastor, Ron Adrian.

“In these twenty-five years behind prison walls the Lord has 
guided me to lead many men to Christ and enroll hundreds in 
weekly Bible studies. Pray for this ministry and remember these 
men in your prayers.”

Gospel Tract Outreach Center, Abuja, Nigeria:
“We want you to know that we received the last order 
of tracts in June of 2016. We are grateful and pray that 

God will bless you. We want to order more tracts at this time 
because we don’t have any left. The month of June is always our 
busiest time for evangelism, so we hope that you will send another 
shipment soon. May our great God meet all your needs and bless 
your ministry abundantly.”

Ruben Marquez, USA: (Inmate)
“Thank you for your labor of love to Christ. May God be 
magnified through you and the great work that you do to 

declare God’s truth of mercy and wrath, that man can know their
end. Your pamphlets are a great help here at C.M.C. West. People 
are hearing the gospel either by being spoken to or through 
reading your literature. We need more pamphlets in English. Can 
you please send us some more? We thank you and pray that 
God will continue to prosper your ministry for His glory.”

Tim Lowder, USA: (Inmate)
“Greetings to you in the precious Name of Jesus Christ. 
I am a fellow servant of Christ and also a prisoner in the 

state of California. I am interested in receiving some of your Bible
tracts to distribute among the men in our prison yard. I would 
especially appreciate the single page tracts as I believe that they are 
more readily received. If you could send me a supply of this type 
of salvation tract, that would be much appreciated. I pray that God 
will continue to bless your ministry and I thank you for any help 
that you can give me.”

E. Ukaegbu, Aba, Abia State, Nigeria:
“I am writing to you on behalf of the Christ the Ark of 
Salvation Church in Aba. We very much appreciated 

your kind gesture in sending us a supply of gospel tracts to help us 
spread the gospel to the unsaved in our area. The tracts you sent 
us awhile back are completely gone and we are asking you again to 
help us. Please send us a larger amount of tracts because they are a 
great help to us. Thank you for assisting us. We pray God will bless 
you.”

Jubilee Campus Team, Yaoundé, Cameroon:
“May the grace and peace of God be multiplied to you. 
We sincerely thank God for you and the work of the 

ministry entrusted to your care. We received your shipment of 
tracts last March and the tracts were of utmost importance to our 
outreach endeavors. Considering that there are several hundred 
thousand students throughout the various campuses of Cameroon,
we are requesting that you send us another generous shipment of 
gospel literature. We can use both English and French literature to 
enhance our outreach programs in a bilingual country. Thank you 
for your kind consideration.”

Greater Faith Ministries International, River State, Nigeria:
“I write to you again requesting another supply of 
gospel tracts to be used in our evangelism ministry. 

Most everybody speaks English so please send us as much as 
you possibly can. We pray God will bless your sacrifice and your 
willingness to share with the lost in our country. Thank you very 
much.”

around the World

Christian A. Conquer, Ghana, West Africa:
“I am the pastor of Heaven’s Life Global Church and am eager to win people 
to Jesus Christ. I have heard from another Pastor friend who also uses your 

tracts and has found them very effective in evangelizing the lost. 
I am earnestly asking you to send us a large amount so that we 
can also have an effective outreach among the people who live 
among us. I pray that God will richly bless you and that you will 
favorably consider our request. We thank you very much.”
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alice, gossip, lies, broken possessions, broken promises, broken hearts, 
unkindness, partiality, neglect, selfishness – even in the church, we frequently sin 
against one another as we live and worship together. Further, we have not always 

been loved well by others. Each of us has been hurt, sometimes grievously.
And so, amid the commands to welcome, serve, encourage and love one another, we 

receive a command for when our Christian brothers and sisters fail us in those very 
things. Our one-another responsibilities in the church do not cease if 
others break the rules. In Ephesians 4:32, the Apostle Paul directs 
sinned-against Christians to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”

Think about yourself
Usually, my gut reaction when I am sinned against is to 
think about myself. My grievance, my rights, my loss and 
my hurt consume my mind. Like Charles Dickens’ 
Miss Havisham, I collect and cherish each 
moldy token of how I have been wronged.

It might be surprising, then, that the Lord 
tells us to respond to wrongs by first thinking about 
ourselves. But Paul’s “as God in Christ forgave you” 
is no encouragement to self-pity. An unblinking 
look into God’s mirror reveals not the extent of 
my injuries but the extent to which I have injured 
(Isaiah 53:5), not the ways I have been offended 
but the long list of my own offenses (Romans 4:25), 
not my feelings of rejection but how I once rejected God 
(Isaiah 53:3).

Many commentators helpfully connect Ephesians 4:32 to 
Jesus’ parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:21-35). 
The servant is a familiar biblical character. Having had his 
enormous debt forgiven, he immediately demands repayment 
of a much smaller debt from a fellow servant. What was the 
unforgiving servant’s problem? He forgot himself and the 
size of his own debt.

Forgive
One AnotherThe work of ETD is a faith ministry 

that is dependent on those loyal 
supporters who are called of God to 
regularly support this ministry. An 
important, sometimes forgotten aspect 
of this support can be a provision 
in your will for Evangelical Tract 
Distributors. Bequests received by ETD 
are greatly appreciated and are used 
directly in the ongoing work of ETD.

Recent changes in Canadian tax laws 
introduced substantial tax incentives to 
encourage Canadians to make gifts by 
will for charitable purposes. Because 
capital gains in Canada are subjected 
to tax in the year of death, these new 
changes can reduce capital gains 
significantly. Changes to the tax laws 
also encourage gifts of publicly listed 
securities.

We understand that U.S. tax laws 
contain provisions, which, although 
different, also foster charitable giving 
by will. Supporters are encouraged to 
seek advice from a lawyer or attorney 
in preparing their wills. It is important 
that ETD be identified by its proper 
name and address, i.e.:

evangelical tract distributors
P.o. Box 146, edmonton,

alberta, canada, t5J 2G9.
ETD has prepared a brief 

guide for your use in organizing 
information to assist a lawyer 
or attorney in the preparation 
of your will. This guide is 
available without charge, 
upon request.

             We are reminded  
            several times by our Lord 
of the importance of being 
good stewards of the material 
things we acquire during 
our lifetime. Many Christians 
respond to this admonition by 
giving generously and even 
sacrificially to the Lord’s work.

Storing Up 
Treasures  
In Heaven

by Megan Hill

Be kind to 
one another, 

tenderhearted, 
forgiving 

one another, 
as God in Christ 

forgave you.

Forgiving 
one another has 

special significance 
for the church. Our 

brothers and sisters 
are branches on 

the same tree.



  

O for a Thousand
Tongues to Sing
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

harles Wesley was born in England, the youngest son and 
18th child of Samuel and Susanna Wesley. He experienced 
conversion in 1738 and felt renewed strength to spread the 

Gospel to ordinary people. It was around this time that he began to 
write the poetic hymns for which he would become known.

In 1739, a year from his conversion, Wesley was taken with the 
urge to write another hymn, this one in commemoration of his 
faith experience. This hymn took the form of an 18 stanza poem, 
beginning with the opening lines “Glory to God, and praise and 
love / Be ever, ever given” and was published in 1740 and entitled “For the Anniversary Day of 
One’s Conversion”. Today this hymn is often condensed into 4 or 5 stanzas.

In 1749, Charles married Sarah Gwynne and of their eight children only 3 survived infancy. 
Charles Junior (1757-1834) grew up to become the personal organist of the English Royal 
family. Samuel (1766-1837) became an accomplished musician and is often called “the English 
Mozart”.

In the course of his career, Charles Wesley published the words of over six thousand hymns. 
Included in these are “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” “And Can It Be that I Should Gain,” 
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing,” “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” and “Soldiers of Christ 
Arise”.

Mr. Wesley was 80 when he died on March 29th, 1788. He is recognized as a leader in the 
Methodist movement.

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears;
‘Tis life and health and peace.

He breaks the power of cancelled sin;
He sets the prisoner free.
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood availed for me.

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread thro’ all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name.

To God all glory, praise, and love
Be now and ever given
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heaven.

A lot of kneeling keeps you in good standing with God. 5

brothers and sisters are branches on the same tree 
(John 15:1-17), stones in the same building (Ephesians 
2:18-22) and parts of the same body (4:15-16).We can 
live at peace with one another because “He Himself is 
our peace” (2:14).

The work of Christ changes everything. When 
my brother’s sin is nailed next to mine on the cross, 
forgiveness becomes not merely a matter of canceling 
his debt on the ledger – bringing the columns back to 
zero – but of positively contributing to his well-being. 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,” Paul writes 
(4:32). In Christ, I embrace my sinful but repentant 
brother as one for whom Christ also died. In Christ, 
I tenderly meet my brother’s needs (Romans 12:13), 
kindly consider his interests (Philippians 2:4), humbly 
count him more significant than myself (Philippians 
2:3) and actively seek his good (Galatians 6:10).

Brothers and sisters, forgive one another.

Megan hill is a pastor’s wife and author of the forthcoming 
book Praying Together: The Priority and Privilege of Prayer in 

Our Homes, Communities and Churches. From Tabletalk. 
Used by permission.

Think about your Savior
My second response when I’ve been sinned against is to limit carefully the 
terms of forgiveness. I want loopholes and exceptions. I might forgive that 
person a little if I have to, if he does the right things first. Like Peter, I want to 
keep it grudgingly small – seven times, Lord (Matthew 18:21)

This command again reorients our thinking when it directs us to meditate 
on our Savior: “as God in Christ forgave.” The forgiveness of our God in 
Christ is astoundingly large. The Bible tells us it is for many people (Matthew 
26:28), covers all kinds of trespasses (Psalm 103:3; Colossians 2:13-14), and 
casts the sin infinitely far from the sinner (Psalm 103:12). God’s forgiveness is 
complete and irrevocable (Hebrews 10:17-18). It is seventy times seven. You 
who have been forgiven should go and do likewise, Paul says.

Think about your brother
But Jesus is not merely an example of forgiveness – He is the source of our 
forgiveness. This is good news because, having been called to forgive, I want 
to sit down and protest, “I can’t!”

Earlier in Ephesians, Paul reminds us of how Christ reconciles estranged 
people: “He… has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility” 
(2:14). By His obedience, death and resurrection, He reconciled us to Himself, 
and He also reconciled us to everyone else who is reconciled to Him. Though 
Christians are called to be ready to forgive even non-Christians, “forgiving 
one another” (Ephesians 4:32) has special significance for the church. Our 



The ordinary Christian life is not the opposite of the radical Christian life. The 
ordinary Christian life is a radical life. The ordinary Christian life is a life of 
daily trusting Christ; daily repenting of our sins; daily abiding in Christ; daily 

loving Christ; daily dying to self; daily taking up our crosses and following Christ; 
daily loving God and neighbor and daily proclaiming the gospel to ourselves, our 
families, our friends and our communities. Every Christian is an ordinary Christian 
and every ordinary Christian is a radical Christian. The ordinary Christian is 
not a complacent, passionless, nominal or casual Christian. On the contrary, 
every ordinary Christian person – child, teenager, college student, father, mother, 
husband, wife, single man, single woman, retired man and retired woman – every 
Christian is radical because every Christian is united to Christ by faith and will bear 
radical, life-giving fruit.

And what about the “radical” call to foreign missions? It’s true that not every 
Christian is a foreign missionary, but every Christian is on mission. We’re on 
mission not just when we drive out of our church parking lots every week but when 
we roll out of bed every morning. As followers of Christ, we are on mission when 
we go across the globe, when we go across the street, when we sit at the kitchen 
table with our family, when we enter our workplace or classroom, when we kneel to 
pray at the bedsides of our children and when we discipline them and point them to 
our sinless Savior. Although not every Christian is called to serve God in a foreign 
country, every Christian is a foreigner in his own country – a citizen of Heaven – 
and an ambassador of Jesus Christ. Every Christian is called out of darkness and 
into the light and then called to go back into the darkness to shine – wherever God 
places him. And wherever He has placed us, we are called to be radically faithful, 
radically diligent and radically shining as a light in our dark world. We are called 
to radically go wherever He calls us to go or radically stay right where we are as we 
radically send and support those whom He has called to go. All of this we are to do 
with the same commitment and passion with which we radically serve alongside 
one another in the ordinary way Christ has ordained.

Throughout history, God has done extraordinary things through ordinary people. 
The ordinary Christian will always fight the status quo of lukewarm Christianity. 
The ordinary Christian will always fight nominal, passionless Christianity. Whatever 
we do, wherever we live, whatever our income, whatever our vocation, whatever 
our education, whatever we do in retirement, whatever we drive, whatever we eat or 
drink – we are called to do all for the glory of God as ordinary, radical followers and 
proclaimers of Jesus Christ on mission to make disciples of all nations in whatever 
place God has called us to live and serve.

Burk Parsons is editor of Tabletalk magazine and serves as co-pastor of Saint Andrews 
Chapel in Sanford, Fla. He is editor of the book Assured By God: Living in the Fullness of 

God’s Grace. He is on Twitter @BurkParsons. Used by permission.
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ministry in these ways. If you would like to adopt these ways of giving, just 
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you want it done – for example a weekly or monthly gift and the amount 
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When orderinG Your tracts 
Evangelical Tract Distributors has been contracting out all of its printing 
which has proven to be extremely cost effective and has enabled us to 
forego the huge expenses that would otherwise have been involved if we 
had sought to purchase a new printing press. However, some tract titles 
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or when they will be published. Unused material cannot be returned. 

Support for the ministry of ETD comes from the gifts 
of our members and friends. 

See us at: www.evangelicaltract.com 
Or e-mail us at: etdsupport@evangelicaltract.com

Radically
Ordinary

Every Christian is radical because every Christian is united 
to Christ by faith and will bear radical, life-giving fruit.

by Burk Parsons



           that habit up when I like.” You 
           cannot; you will find that the 
           habit absolutely dominates you 
           because you yielded to it 
            willingly. It is easy to sing “He 

                   will break every fetter” and at 
   the same time be living a life of obvious 
   slavery to yourself. Yielding to Jesus will 
   break every form of slavery in any 
   human life.

From, My Utmost For His Highest.

We’ve all heard sermons about “But 
God” moments in sacred history. 
Worse than the worst befell the 

righteous – but God intervened to rescue 
them and give them the best of the best. But 
there’s another side to this story.

It’s the enduring faith of the faithful. 
When the worst visited, their faith held 
firm. They continued trusting the God they 
knew despite ridiculous odds, unexplained 
contradictions, impending disasters and 
laughing enemies. Their secret code word 
was “yet”!

When inundated with impossibilities, 
these iron saints declared, in a spirit of 
utter abandon, they would “yet” continue 
trusting God’s integrity. Whatever had 
changed, He was the same. Whatever evil 
had triumphed, He was still good. Whoever 
had been unfaithful, He was still faithful. 
Thus they believed, thus they spoke, thus 
they stood. Their defiant “yet” was the stuff 
of spiritual greatness, the shout of saints, the 
overcomer’s mantra, the distinctive sound 
of gold being successfully tried in the fire! It 
still is.

Yet Will I Trust in Him!
Why or yet? Which word describes your usual reaction in 

the crunch – when adversities challenge your peaceful 
trust in Jesus? Immature Christians whine, worry 
and “why” God. “Lord, why did you allow this, do 
that, not do this?” They don’t yet fully trust God’s 
character. Subconsciously they’re unsure He’s 
always loving, faithful and just, whatever happens. 
Maturing believers are learning to “trust in Him 
at all times” (Psalm 62:8) with abandoned, 
courageous faith. In the crunch, they respond 
not “why” but “yet” like: the psalmist, when 
facing oppressive enemies, “I shall YET praise 
Him” (Psalm 42:5, 11; 43:5); Job, when facing 
grievous losses (Job 13:15); Habakkuk, when 
facing national desolation (Habakkuk 3:17-18); 
Martha, when facing a surprising death (John 11:25). 
If we “why” God, we’ll sink and then fall! Doubting 
Christ’s character severs our life-connection, 
decreasing the Spirit’s sustaining strength, wisdom, 
hope. But if we cry “yet,” we’ll stand and then soar! 
Can’t trust like Job and Habakkuk? Why not? They 
were defeated ones whom God made undefeatable 
and were ordinary people in whom He developed 
extraordinary God-confidence. Choose to develop: 
“YET will I trust in Him!”
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by Greg Hinnant

The first thing to do in examining the 
power that dominates me is to take 
hold of the unwelcome fact that I 

am responsible for being thus dominated. 
If I am a slave to myself, I am to blame 
because at a point a way back I yielded 
to myself. Likewise, if I obey God I do so 
because I have yielded myself to Him.

Yield in childhood to selfishness, and 
you will find it the most enchaining 
tyranny on earth. There is no power in the 
human soul of itself to break the bondage 
of a disposition formed by yielding. Yield 
for one second to anything in the nature of 

lust (remember what lust is: “I must have it 
at once,” whether it be the lust of the flesh 
or the lust of the mind) – once yield and 
though you may hate yourself for having 
yielded, you are a bond slave to that thing. 
There is no release in human power at all 
but only in the Redemption. You must 
yield yourself in utter humiliation to the 
only One Who can break the dominating 
power, viz., the Lord Jesus Christ – “He 
has anointed me… to preach deliverance 
to all captives.”

You find this out in the most 
ridiculously small ways – “Oh, I can give 

“His servants ye are to whom ye obey.” (Romans 6:16).

OBEDIENCE
by Oswald Chambers

Yielding to Jesus will break 
every form of slavery in any human life.



If we would find God amidst all the religious 
externals, we must first determine to find Him 
and then proceed in the way of simplicity. 
Now, as always, God discovers Himself to 
“babes” and hides Himself in thick darkness 
from the wise and the prudent. We must 
simplify our approach to Him. We must strip 
down to essentials (and they will be found to 
be blessedly few). We must put away all effort 
to impress and come with the guileless candor 
of childhood. If we do this, without doubt God 
will quickly respond.

When religion has said its last word, there 
is little that we need other than God Himself. 
The evil habit of seeking God – and, effectively 
prevents us from finding God in full revelation. 
In the and lies our great woe. If we omit the 
and, we will soon find God, and in Him we will 
find that for which we have all our lives been 
secretly longing.

We need not fear that in seeking God 
only we may narrow our lives or restrict the 
motions of our expanding hearts. The opposite 
is true. We can well afford to make God our 
All, to concentrate, to sacrifice the many for 
the One.

A. W. Tozer was editor of The Alliance Weekly from 
1951-1957 and The Alliance Witness from 1957-1963. 
Condensed from The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, Pa.: 

Christian Publications Inc.), pp. 15-18. 
Courtesy Alliance Life, November 2008

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING
THE PURSUIT OF GOD
continued from pg. 1

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 Faith has never yet outstripped the power of God.

How tragic that we in this dark day have 
had our seeking done for us by our teachers. 
Everything is made to center upon the initial 
act of “accepting” Christ (a term, incidentally, 
which is not found in the Bible) and we are 
not expected thereafter to crave any further 
revelation of God to our souls. We have been 
snared in the coils of a spurious logic which 
insists that if we have found Him, we need no 
more seek Him. This is set before us as the last 
word in orthodoxy and it is taken for granted 
that no Bible-taught Christian ever believed 
otherwise.

In the midst of this great chill there will be 
some, I rejoice to acknowledge, who will not 
be content with shallow logic. They will admit 
the force of the argument and then turn away 
in tears to hunt some lonely place and pray, “O 
God, show me thy glory.” They want to taste, to 
touch with their hearts, to see with their inner 
eyes the wonder that is God.

I want deliberately to encourage this mighty 
longing after God. The lack of it has brought 
us to our present low estate. The stiff and 
wooden quality about our religious lives is a 
result of our lack of holy desire. Complacency 
is a deadly foe of all spiritual growth. Acute 
desire must be present or there will be no 
manifestation of Christ to His people. He waits 
to be wanted.

Right now we are in the age of religious 
complexity. The simplicity which is in Christ 
is rarely found among us. In its stead are 
programs, methods, organizations and a world 
of nervous activities which occupy time and 
attention but can never satisfy the longing 
of the heart. The shallowness of our inner 
experience, the hollowness of our worship and 
that servile imitation of the world that marks 
our promotional methods all testify that we, in 
this day, know God only imperfectly and the 
peace of God scarcely at all.


