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ate in Jesus’ ministry, He began to speak to His disciples of 
“coming again.” Indeed, other than a somewhat cryptic parable 
concerning a man who went away to receive a kingdom (Luke 

19:11-28, spoken at Passover when Jesus would die), Jesus said virtually 
nothing about a Second Coming.

So it must have been somewhat startling when, on the night before He 
died, He spoke about it to His disciples. In the upper room on the western hill 
of Jerusalem, after Judas had departed to fetch the Sanhedrinists and soldiers who 
would arrest Him, Jesus, for the first time, explicitly and compassionately told the 
faithful 11 apostles that He was going away and would “come again”:

Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s 
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself that where I am, there you may be also (John 14:1-3).
In the context of first-century Jewish culture, His words would have been recognized as 

wedding talk. Marriage ceremonies involved two stages: the betrothal and the wedding. At 
the betrothal, the bridegroom’s family paid a dowry and the couple exchanged vows; thus 
they became legally bound to one another as husband and wife. The wedding itself did not 
occur until months later at a time generally determined by the bridegroom’s father.

During the betrothal period, the couple remained separated (Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
spent the time with Elizabeth in the Judean hill country, Luke 1:39-45); and both bride 
and bridegroom had well-defined responsibilities. The bridegroom was to prepare a home 
for his bride in the midst of his family or clan. That is, he would make a place where the 
new couple could live in the shadow of his father.

Indeed, one of the expressions for marriage in that culture was “adding a room to your 
father’s tent.” On the other hand, the bride was to keep herself pure and make herself 
beautiful for her husband.

The actual wedding was simple, though much celebrated. The bridegroom would go to 
his betrothed’s home and fetch her to the home he had prepared. Along the way there 

                                  would be a wedding 
                                “parade” that would 
                           include great merrymaking 
                        and rejoicing and, depending 
                      on the families’ wealth, special 
                 features like musicians and poets 
to extemporize on the beauty of the bride.

When the wedding party arrived at the 
home the bridegroom had prepared, there 
would be a wedding feast to celebrate the 
happy occasion. There was no ceremony 
or exchange of vows; that had been done at 
the betrothal.

The essence of the wedding was simply 
that the bridegroom would return and 
receive his bride so that where he was, she 
might be always.

No occasion in all of Jewish culture was 
more a cause for rejoicing and celebration 
than a wedding. Thus it is appropriate that 
Jesus pictured Himself as a Bridegroom 
who betrothed Himself to the disciples, 
assuring them that He was going to 
prepare a place and would certainly return 
to fetch them.

continued on pg. 8
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PRAYER REQUESTS:
Your support sustains this literature ministry and sends the gospel around the world. 

Cultural opposition to God’s Word is becoming more widespread than anything I have 
ever witnessed in my lifetime. Even in many of our churches, the grim reality of hell is 
rarely preached. Is it any wonder that the consequences of sin are no longer feared? This 
makes it all the more crucial that we proclaim the fullness of God’s holiness and goodness 
around the world. This ministry finished strong in 2015 and by your continued prayers 
and financial support we will remain strong in 2016 as well.

“Society continues to abandon God’s Word at an ever-quickening pace and the exalting 
of self seems to be the right thing to do 
with the majority of people, even here 
in our own country. The Church of 
Jesus Christ is a living organism and 
is subject to attack from such enemies 
as prey on living things. The human 
body can fight its enemies even while 
it is asleep but the Church cannot. She 
must be awake and determined – or 
she cannot win. She must recognize 
her enemies for what they are and 
she must resist them: Unbelief, 
Complacency, Self-rightousness, Secret 
Sympathy with the world, Pride and 
Unholy thoughts. These we must resist 
with every power within us by looking 
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher 
of our faith.” From A. W. Tozer, 
Renewed Day by Day.

As more and more of our 
supporters are being called home 
to glory, we need to build up our 
support base to keep up with the 
needs that we face daily. We can’t do 
this alone – the support and prayers 
of friends like you enable this work. 
We are so grateful for all that you’ve 
done for us in the past and trust that 
you will be able to keep on doing that 
in the months ahead.

Friends, we all are looking forward 
to that day when we will be caught up 
to meet the Lord in the air. I believe 
it will be soon; but until that day, we 
ask that you remain committed to the 
task before us and help us bring God’s 
message of hope to a lost world.

- Editor & Staff

PRAYER & PRAISE:
“For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved.” 
(John 3:16, 17)

We all know those verses by memory, 
but do they still grip our hearts and 
motivate us to action like they once did? 
We have every right to claim all the riches 
of the Godhead given to us in mercy. 
Think of it – an infinite God who can give 
all of Himself to each of His children. 
He does not distribute Himself that each 
may have a part, but to each one He gives 
all of Himself as fully as if there were no 
others. And He still longs to do this for all 
who will come and avail themselves of His 
matchless grace.

The enemy of Christ and of all those 
who name His Name is fighting strong and 
hard to prevent God’s people from being 
effective soul winners and witnesses for 
Him. I pray that we will not shrink away 
from telling the world the whole truth of 
the Bible.

You are such an important part of this 
ministry and we rely on your help daily. 
First and foremost, continue to pray that 
we would be faithful and learn to avail 
ourselves daily of God’s grace. Nothing 
but our trials would ever have led some 
of us to know Him as we do, to trust Him 
and draw from Him the measures of grace 
which are indispensable. These are God’s 
challenges to faith and we shall surely find 
God waiting to sustain us moment-by-
moment.

Please don’t give up but rather keep 
looking up that we all would be found 
doing that which would bring honor and 
glory to His Name.

We pray God will bless you for your 
faithfulness as you pray for and give to this 
ministry. Please let us hear from you often. 
Thank you so very much!

by John Harder
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fromyourEditor

The experiences of men who walked 
with God in olden times agree to 
teach that the Lord cannot fully 

bless a man until He has first conquered 
him. The degree of blessing enjoyed by 
any man will correspond exactly with the 
completeness of God’s victory over him….

We might well pray for God to invade 
and conquer us, for until He does, we 
remain in peril from a thousand foes. 
We bear within us the seeds of our own 
disintegration…. Deliverance can come to 
us only by the defeat of our old life. Safety 
and peace come only after we have been 
forced to our knees. God rescues us by 
breaking us, by shattering our strength and 
wiping out our resistance. Then He invades 
our natures with that ancient and eternal 
life which is from the beginning. So He 
conquers us and by that benign conquest 
saves us for Himself.

“Lord, indeed invade and conquer our 
hearts today. Bring us to our knees in 
complete surrender; break us; shatter our 
strength and wipe away all resistance. 
Invade our nature today and conquer us for 

         your glory!” Amen.

Except From: Tozer, A.W. 
“Tozer on Christian Leadership.”

Wing Spread Publisher, 2011. iBooks.

Forced To Our 
Knees
Forced To Our 
Knees by A. W. Tozerby A. W. Tozer

Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel message 
of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

“And lest I should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given 
to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, 
lest I should be exalted above 
measure.” II Corinthians 12:7.



 
 

Imowo Umoh, 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria:

“I am so excited 
that you are willing to help us with 

your gospel tracts. Wherever we go to distribute them, everyone 
is so eager to receive them and read them. We are thankful that 
God has committed this ministry into your hands and for your 
willingness to help us even though we have nothing to give you for 
your costs. May God burden hearts to help you financially for your 
generosity to us.”

Pamela Llanten, Chile:
“I thank God for allowing me to get in contact with your 
ministry. I express my gratitude for the wonderful work 

you do. I am asking you to help us by sending us a supply of your 
gospel tracts for evangelism. I belong to a small congregation 
in Chillan, Bio Bio region in Chile. Along with many of our 
brothers we are trying to bring the message of Jesus Christ to our 
community. We pray that God will continue to bless you greatly 
for this beautiful work. We send our warmest greetings and thanks 
from Chile.”

Godwin Tom, Ondo State, Nigeria:
“Thank you so very much for the tracts you have sent 
to me in the past. They have been very rewarding to 

everyone that has received them. It is my prayer that our labours 
will not be in vain and that God will bless His Word. Please send 
us as many as you are able to supply. We have none left. Thank you 
and may God bless you.”

David O. Imayinkho, Edo State, Nigeria:
“We write to thank you again for mailing us your 
wonderful tracts. We are indeed indebted to all of you for 

encouraging us and helping us in our efforts to reach the unsaved
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. If we may, we would again ask that 
you mail us another large amount of gospel literature to help us 
reach out to the people of Nigeria. We believe that time is running 
out and our Lord will soon call His Church Home. We pray God’s 
richest blessings on your ministry.”

around the World

Evangelist Anthony Anozie, Bayelsa State, Nigeria:
“Please accept our greetings in Jesus’ wonderful Name. We pray that 
Almighty God will continue to bless you and your ministry one-hundred  

fold. We also pray that He will meet every need so that you may help us because 
we have no finances to help you with your expenses. I am 
so grateful that God’s people are helping you and you in 
turn are helping us. Please send us another supply as 
soon as you are able to do so.”

3Repentance: A heart broken over sin and from sin.

fromyourMissionaries

Obase Jacob, Cameroon, Central Africa:
“We greet you in the Name of Jesus Christ. I want to 
thank you for the great work you are doing. I also want to 

ask you to send us some more of your gospel tracts which we want 
to use in our evangelism outreach ministry. We pray that God will 
bless you because your material has been a tremendous blessing to 
everyone who is receiving it. We see many souls coming to faith in 
Jesus Christ as a result.”

Prayer Support and Tract Ministry, Aba, Nigeria:
“We are once more writing to request another shipment 
of your gospel tracts. We are in dire need of material to 

assist us in our evangelism ministry and we pray that by God’s 
grace and provision, you will be able to supply us with a large 
quantity of tracts. We look forward with eager anticipation for 
your quick response. We pray that God will meet every need you 
have.”

Joy Diala, Good Samaritan Bible School, Imo State, Nigeria:
“I was born into a Hindu family and have suffered much 
sickness during the past year. I had many infections 

and felt very helpless. In August someone invited me to a gospel 
literature meeting where they were distributing gospel literature. 
I had never attended a church before. I went home with several 
gospel tracts and read them all that evening. I read them again the 
next day and I felt a deep conviction from God. I was also healed 
of my illness and never had those problems again. I invited Jesus 
into my heart and life and was baptized. I have been helping our
evangelistic team distributing gospel tracts and have seen many 
souls coming to Jesus just as I did. We want to continue doing this 
outreach ministry but we need your help. Please send us a large 
supply of your gospel tracts that we will distribute to the unsaved. 
We are so thankful for your help and pray that God will bless you.”

Doug & Helen Worley, Dumaguete City, Philippines:
“We are overjoyed that we can work together with you in 
service to the Lord. Heaven is rejoicing for the souls that 

are being saved from reading your tracts. Could you possibly send 
us another 5,000 assorted tracts? Please include some of the titles 
that I have listed. We pray that God will richly bless you and the 
work He has called you to do.”



The devil has many tools, and a lie is the handle that fits them all.4

f you’ve ever been on an Up to Jerusalem tour with The Friends of Israel, you’ve 
experienced the excitement of a plane-load of people craning their necks for their 
first glimpse of the Holy Land. Most do not know what to expect when they arrive, 

but they know they are in for a phenomenal experience. Christians often view the 
Millennium in the same way. Although shrouded in mystery, it will be unparalleled.

There will be peace and prosperity, mortals and “immortals,” a Millennial Temple 
and a reigning Messiah. It will be a glorious time on Earth when God restores the 
Davidic Kingdom and Israel takes its rightful place as the spiritual head of the world.

All these things will happen after seven years of tribulation devastate the earth. What 
will have begun as a worldwide dream of unification will end as a global nightmare, 
with the Antichrist seizing totalitarian control of everything. Earth will be in chaos, its 
financial centers destroyed and its cities reduced to rubble. As the Antichrist assembles 
the armies of the world in the Valley of Megiddo in a last attempt to thwart the 
establishment of the prophesied Messianic Kingdom (Psalm 2:2-3; Revelation 16:13-16), 
the heavens will break open, revealing the King of kings and Lord of lords approaching 
on a white horse (Revelation 19:11).

Rescue and Triumph
With a single word, the Messiah will level the forces against Him in the Valley 
of Megiddo. Blood will flood the valley. It will be so deep it will reach the bridle 

of the Messiah’s horse as He leaves the battlefield (Revelation 14:20). The victory won, 
He will make His way south to Edom to a location especially prepared as a refuge for 
Israel’s remnant that will refuse to worship the Antichrist (Isaiah 63:1; Revelation 12:13-
17).

God will provide food and water for the Jewish people there until the end of the 
Tribulation, which will be the greatest holocaust since the beginning of time (Isaiah 
33:13-16; Micah 2:12; Matthew 24:16; Revelation 12:6, 13). After two days of corporate 
repentance, God will forgive their sin and provide national cleansing (Hosea 6:1-3; 
Zechariah 12:10-13:1, 7-9; Romans 11:26).

              Seeing the visible return of Christ 
              in the heavens to rescue them, 

they will realize their cry for deliverance 
has been answered and will embrace their 
Messiah, whose garment will be stained with 
blood from the battlefield of Armageddon 
(Isaiah 63:1-6). Shouting “Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord” (Psalm 
118:26), the Jewish remnant will proceed 
triumphantly toward Jerusalem, bursting 
through the cleft in the Mount of Olives, 
surging across the Kidron Valley and 
ascending through the Eastern Gate into 
the city (Zechariah 14:4; Luke 13:35). As the 
“redeemed of the Lord,” these people will 
enter the Messianic Kingdom alive in their 
material, physical bodies to function as the 
Messiah’s emissaries in the world (Isaiah 
51:11).

Shortly thereafter, the judgment of the 
nations, predicted centuries earlier by 
the Hebrew prophet Joel, will commence 
(Joel 3:1-17). Like the Jewish remnant, 
the righteous Gentiles will also enter the 
Messianic Kingdom in their physical bodies 
(Matthew 25:37-41).

At the onset of the Millennium, the 
Messiah will rebuild Jerusalem on a 
reconfigured, post-tribulational landscape. 
A forceful tectonic upthrust will have 
elevated the area to form a plateau some 50 
miles square (Isaiah 2:2-4; Micah 4:1-2). On 
the northern end of the plateau will be the 
earthly city of Jerusalem, 10 miles square 

 Entering the
MillenniumMillennium
by Charles E. McCracken

The Bible is 
our window 
into the future 
Millennial Kingdom.

The Bible is 
our window 
into the future 
Millennial Kingdom.



What If It Were Today?
Lelia (Mrs. C. H.) Morris 
1862 -1929

elia (Mrs. C. H.) Morris 
(1862-1929) was born in 
Pennsville, Morgan County, 

Ohio. When her family moved to 
Malta on the Muskingum River, 
she and her sister and mother had a 
millinery shop in McConnelsville. 
She and her husband, Charles 
H. Morris, were active in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and 
at the camp meetings in Sebring 
and Mt. Vernon. She wrote hymns as she did her housework. 
Although she became blind at age 52 she continued to write 
hymns on a 28-foot long blackboard that her family had built 
for her.

She is said to have written 1,000 texts and many tunes, 
including “Sweeter as the years go by.” – Mary Louise 
VanDyke

Jesus is coming to earth again – what if it were today?
Coming in power and love to reign, what if it were today?
Coming to claim His chosen Bride, all the redeemed and purified,
Over this whole earth scattered wide – what if it were today?

Chorus:
Glory, Glory! Joy to my heart ‘twill bring;
Glory, Glory! When we shall crown Him King.
Glory, Glory! Haste to prepare the way;
Glory, Glory! Jesus will come someday.

Satan’s dominion will then be o’er, O that it were today!
Sorrow and sighing shall be no more, O that it were today!
Then shall the dead in Christ arise, caught up to meet Him in the skies;
When shall these glories meet our eyes? What if it were today?

Faithful and true would He find us here if He should come today?
Watching in gladness and not in fear, if He should come today?
Signs of His coming multiply, morning light breaks in eastern sky;
Watch, for the time is drawing nigh – what if it were today?

Sin focuses on short-term desires at the expense of long-term delights. 5

bodies were transformed into glorified 
bodies fitted for the demands of eternal life 
in God’s presence (I Corinthians 15:52).

These glorified saints will return with 
the Messiah to witness His triumph over 
the evil world system, and they will go 
on to rule with Him in the Messianic 
Kingdom.

After the Messiah defeats the world’s 
armies, but before He establishes the 
Messianic Kingdom, the simultaneous 
resurrection of Tribulation and Old 
Testament saints will occur (Daniel 12:2; 
Revelation 20:4). Like Church Age saints, 
they will be resurrected and given glorified 
bodies. Unlike those who survive the 
Tribulation and the Millennial Age in their 
mortal bodies, Tribulation, Old Testament 
and Church Age believers will all have 
gloried, immortal bodies that will not be 
limited to the earthly realm.

Joining with “just men made 
perfect” (Old Testament saints) and 
“an innumerable company of angels” (a 
description of holy angels), the church will 
enjoy a permanent dwelling place in the 

continued on pg. 7

and housing the center of government for the Messianic Kingdom, with the Millennial 
Temple at the heart of the city (Ezekiel 48:1-28). (The rebuilt city of Jerusalem should not 
be confused with the New Jerusalem that descends from heaven after the creation of the 
new heaven and Earth, cf. Revelation 21:2, 10).

Those living on Earth will enjoy the fulfilled promises of the Messianic Kingdom 
embodied in all of the unilateral covenants God made with Israel; it will be the 
final dispensation of history. The Messiah’s rule will provide peace, prosperity and 
righteousness. Not only will there be no war, but all species of animals will coexist 
harmoniously; and humans will no longer be threatened by predatory or venomous 
creatures (Isaiah 11:6-9). The world will be restored to its pre-fall condition and mankind 
will enjoy longevity far beyond what it experiences today (65:20).

Messiah and the Saints
In addition to those entering the Messianic Kingdom in their physical bodies, 
there will be others who will not be confined to the limitations of mortal beings. 

The Bible says that, when Messiah approaches Earth, He will be followed by “the armies 
in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean… on white horses’’ (Revelation 19:14). At 
first glance, it may appear that this multitude is the angelic host. Although Scripture does 
not discount the presence of angels in the event, angels are not identified with this host 
wearing bright white linen – the garments of the redeemed.

Earlier, the apostle John described the Bride of Christ: “To her it was granted to be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints” 
(v. 8).

Some seven years earlier, the church was raptured to meet the Lord in the air. Upon 
hearing the Lord’s shout accompanied by the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of 
God, the dead in Christ immediately rose from their graves, joined a split second later by 
Christians who were still alive (I Thessalonians 4:16-17). In a fraction of a second, their 



6 If you know the truth, you can discern what’s false.
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by Burk Parsons

od has put eternity in our hearts. He has inscribed heaven on our souls. He 
created us to long for a perfect world and to desire what is supremely ideal. 
We want to be fully and finally free from the suffering and misery of this 

world and ultimately from our sin – not only the conviction and sadness our sin 
brings us, but also the hurt and pain it brings to those closest to us. As redeemed 
but fallen creatures in this fallen world, we desperately want to be done with sin and 
its consequences. We want to be less proud, less impatient, less sad, less worried, 
less burdened and we want to be more holy, more repentant, more prayerful, more 
at peace and more content. We are, as Martin Luther taught, simul justus et peccator, 
“at the same time just and sinful.” In Christ, God has declared us righteous, though 
we still strive each day to mortify our sin in the flesh. But there is a day coming 
when we will no longer struggle, when our faith shall be sight, when we shall see 
Christ Jesus face-to-face, when we will no longer desire, no longer need, no longer 
lack contentment.

But now we look through a glass darkly as we eagerly await the glorious 
dwelling places Christ is preparing for us in the new heavens and new earth where 
righteousness dwells (II Peter 3:13). Although we will always long for heaven, God 
calls us to be content in whatever situation we find ourselves by His sovereign 
providence (Philippians 4:11). He calls us to keep our lives free from the love of 
money and to be content with what we have. God not only tells us to be content but 
also graciously gives us the reason to be content by reminding us of His promise: 
“I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). This is the foundation for 
true and lasting contentment. It is precisely because the Lord is our Shepherd that 
we shall not want. But if He is not your Shepherd, expect no contentment. True 
contentment is not circumstantial, it is relational. It is not based on what happens 
to us; rather, it is based on who has taken hold of us – the One who dwells within 
us. If our contentment is based merely on what we have, we will always desire more, 
but when it is based on who we are in Christ, we will first and foremost desire 
to know Him more. For if we are to find contentment in all things, we must seek 
contentment in the only One who can fulfill all our desires – Jesus Christ.

United to Christ, we grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ and thus grow 
more and more desirous of what Christ wants and less and less desirous of what 
Christ hates. When we grow in grace, the Holy Spirit doesn’t put an end to our 
desires. On the contrary, He renews our minds and transforms our desires to 
conform to God’s desires for us. In essence, contentment is wanting what God 
wants for us and what He wants for us is Him. This is why the chief end of man is 
to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
We most glorify God when we most 
enjoy what He has created us to desire 
– Himself.

Burk Parsons is editor of Tabletalk magazine 
and serves as copastor of Saint Andrew’s Chapel 

in Sanford, Fla. He is author of Why Do We 
Have Creeds? You can follow him on Twitter 

@BurkParsons. Used by permission.

  Desiring
Contentment

Contentment is 
wanting what God wants 
for us and what He wants 
for us is Him.



New Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22-23). With 
bodies not bound by time or space, saints 
in the Millennium will have instantaneous 
access to Earth and the ability to 
interact with the mortal inhabitants of 
the Messianic Kingdom (John 20:19; I 
Corinthians 15:20; I John 3:2). For the 
first time in history, mortals living on 
Earth will mingle with people who have 
resurrected, glorified bodies.

Today every level of creation groans for 
the climax of Earth’s history and the peace, 
tranquility and righteousness associated 
with the Messiah’s 1,000-year reign. Our 
anticipation of a world where every system 
on the planet is under the Messiah’s direct 
control is truly mind boggling.

The Bible is our window into the future 
Millennial Kingdom. And though we may 
not have been given every detail about this 
incomparable period of history, one thing 
is certain: it will be great!

This article first appeared in the 
September/October 2011 issue of Israel My 

Glory magazine, published by the Friends of 
Israel Gospel Ministry. Copyright 2011 by The 

Friends of Israel. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.

A Christian life is the window through which others can see Jesus. 7

ur days are few and are far better spent in doing good 
than in disputing over matters which are, at best, of little 
importance. The theologians of the middle ages did a world 

of mischief by their incessant discussion of subjects of no practical 
importance, and our Churches suffer much from petty wars over 
hard to understand points and unimportant questions. After 
everything has been said that can be said, neither party is any the 
wiser, and therefore such discussions no more promote knowledge 
than love, and it is foolish to continue down these paths.

Questions over issues where Scripture is silent – on mysteries 
which belong to God alone, on prophecies of doubtful 
interpretation and upon mere modes of observing human 
ceremonials – all are foolish, and wise men avoid them. Our 
business is to neither ask nor answer foolish questions, but to avoid 
them altogether; and if we observe the apostle’s precept (Titus 3:8) 
to be careful to maintain good works, we shall find ourselves far 
too busy with important issues to take much interest in unworthy 
and needless contentions.
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he work of ETD is a faith 
ministry that is dependent on 
those loyal supporters who are 

called of God to regularly support this 
ministry. An important, sometimes 
forgotten aspect of this support can be 
a provision in your will for Evangelical 
Tract Distributors. Bequests received 
by ETD are greatly appreciated and are 
used directly in the ongoing work of 
ETD.

Recent changes in Canadian tax 
laws introduced substantial tax 
incentives to encourage Canadians 
to make gifts by will for charitable 
purposes. Because capital gains in 
Canada are subjected to tax in the year 
of death, these new changes can reduce 
capital gains significantly. Changes 

to the tax laws also encourage gifts of   
publicly listed securities.

We understand that U.S. tax laws 
contain provisions, which, although 
different, also foster charitable giving 
by will. Supporters are encouraged to 
seek advice from a lawyer or attorney in 
preparing their wills. It is important that 
ETD be identified by its proper name 
and address, i.e.:

Evangelical Tract Distributors
P.O. Box 146, Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada, T5J 2G9.

ETD has prepared a brief guide for 
your use in organizing information 
to assist a lawyer or attorney in the 
preparation of your will. This guide is 
available without charge, upon request.

                 We are reminded several times by our Lord 
                  of the importance of being good stewards of 
                the material things we acquire during our 
lifetime. Many Christians respond to this admonition by 
giving generously and even sacrificially to the Lord’s work.

Storing Up 
Treasures In Heaven

ENTERING THE MILLENNIUM
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There are, however, some questions which are the reverse of 
foolish, which we must not avoid but fairly and honestly contend 
with, such as these:

●  Do I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? 
●  Am I renewed in the spirit of my mind? 
●  Am I walking not after the flesh, but after the Spirit? 
●  Am I growing in grace? 
●  Does my conversation adorn the doctrine of God my Savior? 
●  Am I looking for the coming of the Lord and watching as a 
   servant should do who expects his master? 
●  What more can I do for Jesus?
Such enquiries as these urgently demand our attention; and 

if we have at all been given to trivial objections, let us now turn 
our critical abilities to a service which would be so much more 
profitable. Let us be peace-makers and endeavor to lead others 
both by our speech and conduct in order to “avoid foolish 
questions.”

Storing Up 
Treasures In Heaven



into which they had married and of the eternally 
dependable character of the “clan’s” Father. Think 
through those precious words again from John 
14:1-3:

Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in 
God, believe also in Me. (That is, all of the 
history of your people has taught you that 
you can trust Yahweh God. He is My Father! 
Even though I am telling you things you do 
not want to hear, you have learned to trust My 
Father, and you can trust Me as well.) In My 
Father’s house are many mansions; (My Father 
rules over a vast and strong household; He 
has proven Himself to be a wise and careful 
patriarch.) if it were not so, I would have told 
you. (If there were any reason at all to doubt
His strength and wisdom, I would have told 
you of that. But, in fact, He is worthy of your 
trust – even if some of what I have said to you 
causes you concern.) I go to prepare a place 
for you. (I am going away; and as a faithful 
Bridegroom, I will make ready a home where 
we can dwell in the shadow of My loving 
and powerful Father.) And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again (as does 
every husband who has purchased a bride for 
himself) and receive you to Myself that where I 
am, there you may be also.
Those words are for us as well. We, too, wait 

for the fulfillment of that promise. And as we 
wait, there is much to confuse and discourage us. 
Well might we today, in the midst of all the moral 
chaos and seeming meaninglessness of history 
as it unfolds around us, ponder and embrace the 
loving promise of our heavenly Bridegroom who 
has purchased us to be His Bride and whose all-
wise Father will determine the appropriate time 
for the wedding feast.

Douglas Bookman is professor of New Testament 
Exposition at Shepherds Theological Seminary in Cary, 

North Carolina. He may be contacted through his 
website, bookmanministries.com. Used by permission.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shall 
be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever… And whosoever 
was not found written in the 
Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire. If any man shall 
add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this Book: 
And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the Book of 
this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the Book 
of Life.” Revelation 20:10, 15; 
22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

I WILL COME AGAIN
continued from pg. 1

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 Christ departed so that His Spirit could be imparted.

It is difficult to conceive of a more winsome, 
loving or comforting way in which Jesus might 
have communicated the promise of His return. 
Thus He prefaced it with the tender words, Let 
not your heart be troubled.

But there is another dimension to 
Jesus’ words that is little appreciated, yet 
tremendously significant. The culture of Jesus’ 
day was very much a clan culture. Jewish 
people lived in extended families (clans) that 
grew as sons eventually brought home brides.

Further, those extended families carefully 
watched over one another. Each clan was 
functionally led by a patriarch – a “ruling 
father” (pater/archos) who was ultimately 
responsible for the clan’s health and vitality. In 
the New Testament era, Rome ruled over all 
the land; political and military concerns were 
not left to individual clans. But daily life and 
welfare were very much clan functions.

When family members turned a daughter 
over as a bride to be cared for by her new 
husband, they were not so much entrusting 
her to the man as to his family, his clan – and, 
specifically, to the clan’s patriarch/father. 
Families sought out clans that were large, 
strong and well established – all of which 
bespeak a wise and dependable patriarch. A 
family could happily and confidently entrust 
its treasured daughter to a bridegroom with a 
good father. 

Jesus’ disciples were anxious for Him to 
inaugurate His promised Kingdom, but He 
spoke again and again of dying (cf. Luke 13:31-
34). They had haltingly bowed the knee to 
Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God, one with the 
Father in essence but distinct from the Father 
in person and role.

Then, in the upper room, He spoke as 
a loving bridegroom might speak vows of 
fidelity and comfort to his bride. In essence, He 
reminded them of the infinitely glorious “clan” 


