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was a two-story tower that had been 
built in a pasture outside Bethlehem. The 
remains of the tower had recently been 
discovered.

Dr. DeYoung explained that the 
shepherds in the field had not all been 
the lowly shepherds that we had always 
assumed. They were actually priests from 
the temple who were doing shepherding 
work to assist in the birthing of the 
sacrificial lambs so that they would be 
unblemished for sacrifice. While the 
shepherds were keeping watch over the 
flock from the top floor of the tower, 
the shepherd-priests would bring the 
pregnant sheep in from the field to 
the tower’s bottom floor, where the 
sheep would give birth. As soon as 
a lamb was 
born, the 
priests would 
wrap it with strips 
of cloths made from 
old priestly undergarments. This was 
done to keep the lamb from getting 

A number of years ago I 
heard Jimmy DeYoung, an 
outstanding news commentator 

and Bible teacher, make a presentation 
at a Bible prophecy conference. Since 
it was during the Christmas season, he 
was teaching about the birth of Jesus 
in the first chapter of Luke. He read to 
us Luke 2:8-12: “In the same region 
there were some shepherds staying out 
in the fields and keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the 
Lord suddenly stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them; 
and they were terribly frightened. And the 
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I bring you good news of a great 
joy which shall be for all the people; for 
today in the city of David there has been 
born for you a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.’”

Dr. DeYoung then asked the audience a 
surprising question: “Did you ever wonder 
why this was a sign?” This left us all 
speechless. I had to admit to myself that I 
had never even questioned it. Why was it a 
sign? Dr. DeYoung had us turn to the book 
of Micah. We were all familiar with Micah 
5:2, which prophesied that the Messiah 
would be born in Bethlehem, but many of 
us were not familiar with Micah 4:8, which 
prophesied that He would be announced 
at the tower of the flock (Migdal Eder). Dr. 
DeYoung, who had lived in Jerusalem for a 
number of years, told us that Migdal Eder continued on pg. 8

by Michael Norten

The  Lamb,
Yahweh

Wishing you all the Love,  
     Peace and Happiness 
        that the true meaning 
         of Christmas brings.



 

even more to those who depend upon us sending them the literature they need to help 
them evangelize the unsaved in their part of the world. Our prayer is that God would meet 
your needs as you help us reach out to others around the world.

PRAISE & PRAYER:
The Almighty God we pause to honor at this revered season of the year will ever be 

humanity’s only hope. Isaiah told us of Him: “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son 
is given” (Isaiah 9:6). And Isaiah’s prophecy became historical reality in the village of 
Bethlehem of Judea when 
the Son of God and King 
of kings lay swaddled in a 
manger bed. It is to Him 
we’ve come for personal 
redemption and the 
unfathomable peace that 
passes all understanding.

Isaiah assured us that 
our Redeemer will reign 
forever. “Of the increase of 
His government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David and 
upon His kingdom, to 
order it and to establish 
it with justice and with 
righteousness even forever” 
(Isaiah 9:7).

Being a part of this 
glorious Kingdom that 
will have no end justifies 
our celebration and 
imparts the courage and 
confidence to press on. 
Proclaiming His love and 
grace to a world that is 
plunging headlong into 
eternity should embolden 
us daily to pray and give 
toward missions that 
we might win all we can 
while we can.

- Editor & Staff

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS:
Thank you for allowing us to come 

into your home today. We want to take 
this opportunity to wish each of you a 
very Blessed Christmas season. God 
gave us His very best, His only begotten 
Son to come to earth and then to be the 
perfect Sacrifice for our sins. Oh, what a 
wonderful Savior!

It seems like such a short time ago that 
we started the New Year of 2016; now we 
are nearing the end and we look back and 
marvel at God’s goodness and grace.

Even though many of our expectations 
fell short of what we hoped for, yet God in 
His goodness enabled us to send out many 
gospel tracts around the world! For this we 
thank you for being such willing partners 
in this ministry. Your prayers and gifts 
encourage us daily. Last month we had 
the opportunity to partner with Intercede 
Now Ministry by sending close to 300,000 
Hindi tracts into India in a container 
which contained clothing and medical 
supplies, etc. to needy families in India. 
We appreciate your financial support so 
much.

We always prepare our monthly reports 
up to six weeks in advance in order to get 
our Newsletter printed and mailed out on 
time. At this time we are behind just over 
$90,000 from the same period last year. 
The requests for gospel literature this year 
have not gone down; nevertheless, we have 
been forced to send much less than what 
was asked for simply because the funds 
have not come in to cover the requests.

We are asking that you bring these 
needs to God in prayer that He would 
intervene in His way. Our world is not 
a friend to grace; yet our goal must 
ever be to do all we can and present the 
gospel to as many as we can today while 
opportunities are still open to us.

Would you be willing to send us a 
Special Offering today to help us catch up 
with our commitments? It would be a 
tremendous encouragement to us but 

by John Harder
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fromyourEditor

Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel message 
of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The sign was Jehovah’s 
unbreakable promise 

to the Jewish people 
that He would bring the 
Messiah through David’s 
line and that He would do 
it through a miraculous 
birth, just as He miraculously had birthed the nation of 
Israel itself through a woman too old to bear children 
and a 100-year-old man. (Genesis 18:10-11; 21:1-70). God 
said, in essence, “Look for that birth, and you’ll know 
that I am with you.”

Long before Jesus was born, 72 Jewish scholars 
translated the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek. The 
celebrated work, called the Septuagint, left no 
room for doubt concerning Isaiah 7:14. The men had 
translated almah into the Greek word parthenos, 
which irrefutably means “virgin”. The Septuagint was 
the Bible Matthew used when he wrote, “Now all this 
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin 
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call His name Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, 
is God with us” (Matthew 1:22-23).

Was Mary a virgin? The Bible says she was indeed. 
But in the end, we don’t believe based on fact; we 
believe based on faith. It also says, “Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1) and that “without faith it is 
impossible to please Him” (Hebrews 11:6).

God once asked Abraham, “Is anything too hard for 
the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14). Perhaps on that answer 
rests the difference between eternal life and eternal 
death.

The Virgin Mary
“Therefore the Lord
Himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
concieve, and bear a son, 
and shall call His name 
Immanuel” Isaiah 7:14

by Lorna Simcox

The complete article first appeared 
in the  November / December 2001 

Issue of Israel My Glory Gospel Ministry. 
Copyright 2001 by The Friends of Israel. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



 

something to take home 
and read about God’s 
love for them. Anything 
that you can do to help us will be most helpful and 
highly appreciated. We hope to hear from you again soon.”

Word of His Grace Christian Ministry, Nigeria, West Africa:
“I write on behalf of our ministry to acknowledge receipt 
of the gospel tracts that you sent to us. They arrived in 

good condition and we are so thankful. We want you to know that 
the supply of these materials has greatly enhanced the effectiveness 
of our outreach work. We distribute them prayerfully by the 
leading of God’s Holy Spirit, trusting Him to bless the words to 
those who read them. We continue to pray for God’s abundant 
blessings on you and your staff.”

Evangelist Imowo Umoh, Port Harcourt, Nigeria:
“We thank God and you for sending us two more parcels 
of gospel tracts. Please permit me to ask for more and 

send larger amounts. Our prayers are that God will provide for 
your postage costs which must be very high. We trust that we can 
receive more soon as the Lord provides the means. I thank you in 
Jesus’ Name.”

Evangelist B. Chukwu, Abia State, Nigeria:
“It is with joy in my heart that I express my gratitude to 
you for your support towards our soul-winning project. 

The gospel tracts have helped our evangelism team tremendously 
in winning souls to Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, the supply you 
                       sent us has all been distributed and we humbly ask 

that you send us another larger amount that we can 
use to further the great commission. We pray that 
God will bless you and meet your needs so that you 
can further this work for Jesus Christ. There are 
terrorists who have killed many Christians and also 
destroyed churches. The devil knows his time is 
short. We trust that you will pray for our safety and 
that we will be bold in proclaiming the Good News 
wherever we can.’’

Lucia Gomes de Amorim, Brazil, South America:
“But my God shall supply all your need according to His 
riches in Glory, by Christ Jesus” Philippians 4:19.

“I am writing to you again to thank you for these marvelous 
messages that you have sent to me. I deliver them to people in 
banks, the squares, in schools, hospitals, buses and so on. Souls are 
dying without God. I want to be useful to Him. May He reward 
all of you with blessings of health and peace. I am also praying for 
you and your family.”

International Pentecostal Church, Lagos, Nigeria:
“We send Calvary greetings in the Name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. I write this letter to request that 

you send us another box of tracts to help us evangelize the lost 
in Nigeria. Your literature has been the means of bringing many 
souls to Jesus Christ over the years. I pray that God will bless you 
abundantly and meet every need.”

Kumar Annasagaramvenugopal, Canada:
“I thank you very much for the tracts you have sent us. 
They are very valuable and they have reached those who 

are lost. I remember you in my prayers to God daily. Keep up the 
good work. The Newsletter which you sent to me gave me a lot of
encouragement when I was down. Please pray for me.”

Evangelist James Ayobami, Osun State, Nigeria:
“I am an evangelist in charge of bringing the gospel to the 
lost all around us. Your gospel literature is so important 

as it helps us when we witness to people, to be able to give them 

around the World

Eulise Griffiths, Barbados:
“I pray very often for your ministry that God would continue to supply 
the much needed finances for printing and sending out the gospel tracts. 

It is as you say, just a piece of paper, but it may mean the difference between 
eternity in Heaven or Hell. May God enable you to 
continue this work and make you a blessing to many. 
Please send me another supply of tracts as you are 
able. Our last shipment is almost exhausted.”

3If we don’t expose sin, we encourage it.

fromyourMissionaries

Aloísio Sousa de Oliveira, Brazil:
                “Our InTeam Evangelism group    
                was in a city today evangelizing 
at homes where many 
people received the 
tracts and thanked us 
for God’s message. God 
gave us strength and courage 
to walk in search of souls.”

BRAZIL



A stable? What a place to give birth to 
the Messiah! The smells and sounds 

of a barnyard were our Savior’s first 
human experience. Like other babies, 
He may even have cried at the sounds of 
the animals and the strangers parading 
around His temporary crib.

If so, they would have been the 
first of many tears. Jesus would come 
to know human loss and sorrow, the 
doubts His brothers and family had 
about Him and the pain His mother 
experienced as she saw Him tortured 
and killed.

All these hardships – and so much 
more – awaited the baby trying to 
sleep that first night. Yet from His very 
first moments, Jesus was “God with 
us” (Matthew 1:23) and He knew what 
it meant to be human. This would 
continue for over three decades, ending 
at His death on the cross.

Because of His love for you and me, 
Jesus became fully human. And being 
human allows Him to identify with us. 
Never again can we say that no one 
understands us. Jesus does.

May the Light that entered the 
world that night cast its brilliance into 
the deepest corners of our souls this 
Christmas, giving us the peace on Earth 
of which the angels spoke so long ago.

Father, help our hearts to know the 
love of Christ and to honor Him with our 
unyielding devotion in this and every 
season. We love you. 

Jesus understands.

n Gethsemane, just before He was arrested and taken away to be crucified, Jesus 
told His disciples that He was “exceeding sorrowful, even unto death” (Matthew 
26:38). The Greek word that has been translated as sorrowful means afflicted with 
the heaviest feelings of grief, overwhelmed with great anguish and mental suffering. 

Christ was really saying, “My sorrows are so great that the burden is nearly crushing 
me to death.”

The Gospel of Luke also reports that Jesus was in agony (22:44). And Luke added 
the information that Christ’s anguish was so great that as He prayed He actually sweat 
drops of blood.

Other instances of this phenomenon have been recorded. Aristotle, the Greek 
philosopher, wrote of a bloody sweat. Writers of Persian history tell of a similar 
situation in which a bloody sweat accompanied some extraordinary agony of mind. 
When King Charles IX of France died as a young man, blood oozed out of his pores.

Real blood came out of the pores of Christ’s body. His inward agony forced the 
blood through the capillary walls or burst them and the blood ran out the pores along 
with perspiration.

The Cause of His Agony
What was it that Christ anticipated with such agony there in the garden? What inner 
anguish forced blood through the pores of His body? The Scriptures make plain some 
things that Christ did not fear.

He did not fear leaving His disciples. He had prepared them as well as possible for 
this event. He had reminded them on many occasions that He would leave them, and 
He knew that the Holy Spirit would take up their care when He left.

He did not fear leaving earth. Christ valued being in heaven more than remaining 
in this sin-cursed world. In John 17:5 He said, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” That 
verse suggests Christ was homesick for heaven and the fellowship of God the Father.

He did not fear the Roman soldiers who came after Him. In John 18 Christ went to 
meet them, and it was He who controlled the conversation. Jesus asked them, “Whom 
seek ye?” He did not fear being alone the rest of that night for He went on to say, “If 
you seek me, let these (my disciples) go their way” (verse 8). He was more afraid of 
what the Roman soldiers would do to His disciples than of what they would do to 
Him. He did not fear the high priests, Annas or Caiaphas, because He knew they were 
powerless. Christ did not fear Pilate, for He knew that Pilate could not do anything to 
Him except the power be given to him from above.

by Earnest Diehl

Why Did Christ

    “They shall call His name  
  Immanuel, which is translated, 
  ‘God with us.’” Matthew 1:23

The Smells Of The
He feared being made into what He 
hated and what His entire life was 
against. Christ feared being made sinful. 
He feared taking our sin upon Himself.

Sweat Blood



  

Angels From 
The Realms of Glory

James Montgomery (1771-1854)
ames Montgomery was a Scottish-born poet and hymn 
writer and was devoted to Christ and to the Scriptures. He 
championed the cause of foreign missions and of the British 

Bible Society.
James lived in Sheffield, where he owned the local newspaper, 

the “Sheffield Iris.” His writings were eagerly read by the town’s 
citizens.

Early on Christmas Eve, 1816, James 
opened his Bible to Luke 2 and was deeply 
impressed by verse 13. Pondering the story 
of the heralding angels, he started writing. 
By the end of the day, his new Christmas 
poem, Angels from the Realms of Glory, was being read in the pages of 
his newspaper. The poem was later set to music and first sung Christmas 
Day, 1821 in a Moravian church in England.

James Montgomery never married and died quietly in his sleep a day 
after he had written his last hymn at his home in Sheffield where his 
career and works accorded him the honor of a public funeral in that 
city. In his memory, a statue was erected in the Sheffield cemetery, a 
stained glass window was installed in the parish church and a public 
hall was named after him.

In all, James Montgomery wrote 400 hymns, with 100 still in 
common use.

Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

Refrain
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing,
Yonder shines the infant Light:

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star:

Saints, before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear:

All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising,
To th’eternal Three in One:

Christians are like coals of fire – together they glow; apart they grow cold. 5

human race – and had destroyed the relationship between Creator and creature.
Christ hated sin to a degree as great as He loved the sinner. He had never experienced 

sin in Himself; Christ was absolutely pure. Sin was diametrically opposed to everything 
that He was by nature.

Now Jesus had to take that horrible burden upon His own soul and carry it to the cross. 
He would hang between heaven and earth with the iniquity of all mankind upon Him. He 
would pass into eternity knowing that His Father could not tolerate the presence of sin.

A Perfect Relationship
In order to understand the anguish of Christ’s suffering, we must first understand the 
relationship between the Son and the Father. Try to imagine a perfect relationship 
between an earthly father and son – one of intense love, utmost devotion, complete trust 
and total obedience. The relationship between God the Father and Jesus the Son was such 
a perfect and complete one.

We know fathers who have bragged about their sons. Those sons are their pride and joy 
and cannot do anything wrong. God’s love for His Son was so great that He wanted all the 
world to be like Him. Jesus was so obedient that God cried out from the heavens, “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Another time He shouted, 
“This is My beloved Son… hear ye Him” (17:5).

Christ did not fear pain. Before they 
nailed Him on the cross they offered Him 
a drink that would have dulled the pain a 
little, and He refused it (Mark 15:23).

Christ did not fear death in itself 
because death was the only means by 
which He would return to His Father’s 
side and enjoy the glories of heaven again. 
He laid down His life; no one took it from 
Him. That was His goal in coming into 
this world.

Being Made Sinful
No, what Christ feared was beyond these 
things. He feared being made into what 
He hated and what His entire life was 
against. Christ feared being made sinful. 
He feared taking our sin upon Himself.

Sin had ruined the crowning 
achievement of His creative power – the continued on pg. 7



 cannot imagine how excited the Jews were 
when they heard that the Redeemer, the Savior 
was finally here on earth. After all, they had 

been waiting their whole lives for this moment, 
waiting for the almighty Son of God to come and free them from their captors.

I also cannot imagine the confusion when 30 years later, this almighty king 
remained “powerless” against the ruling government and, instead of leading a 
rebellion, taught peace and co-existence (Luke 20:25). Instead of praising the 
Pharisees and appointing them to high positions in His kingdom, He condemned 
their actions (Matthew 3:7) and taught what real love was… sacrifice (John 15:13).

And finally, I cannot imagine the disappointment when this almighty King died 
at the hands of the very kingdoms He was to rule over. It seemed that after all the 
promises God had made to the Jewish people, that none of them would be coming 
true. Then all of a sudden, 3 days later, the King that they had killed was back! (Acts 
10:40).

I think that we can learn a very valuable lesson from the Jews of Jesus’ time. The 
first is that we often look at the promises of God and ask ourselves how we would 
fulfill them… then we expect God to act the same way and often in a way that ends 
up praising us and not Him (just as the pharisees). Even more often, when these 
promises are not fulfilled the way we expect, we often start to question God, asking 
if He really cares about us or even if He is capable of keeping His promises. Just like 
the Jews of Jesus’ time, we end up disappointed and discouraged before God has 
finished showing us His plan (Jeremiah 29:11).

I remember a time like this in my life, where after I became depressed I wondered 
why God was letting me feel this way. I remember my own pride interfering as I 
removed myself from Him more and more until I thought I was completely isolated. 
I remember wondering what was going to happen and doubting that I would ever 
get over my depression… I guess like many of the Jews of Jesus’ time, I started to 
give up hope. But that’s when the fireworks started, when God showered blessing 
after blessing on me. And now, the pain and suffering I felt before is nothing 
more than a memory of how faithful God is and that He does keep His promises 
(Hebrews 10:23).

Instead of fulfilling the prophecies and expectations of the Jews of Jesus’ time, 
God instead freed them from a much bigger captor, their sin. Instead of giving 
them a wonderful life on earth for a short time, He gave them the gift of eternal life 
through His Son Jesus (John 3:16). And instead of saving a few, God gave His Son to 
save the world (Colossians 3:11).

We have an amazing God, one who not only keeps His promises, but has greater 
plans than we can even imagine. A God who doesn’t do things our way, but will 
do them the right way (I Corinthians 13:12). A God who, no matter the situation, 
you can rely on to get you through. Just like the Jews of Jesus’ time, we may not 
always understand what is going on or why God seems to be “failing” in keeping His 
promises, but we can know that in the end, He will not only keep His promise, but 
amaze us in how He did it (Romans 8:28).

6 To have harmony with other believers, we must be in tune with Christ.
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God’s Unfailing 
Promises

“Therefore the Lord Himself 
shall give you a sign; Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14
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It Is Finished

This is what Christ hated and feared about 
the cross. He hated sin. He hated what sin 
does. He hated to be associated with sin, 
and He dreaded to be separated from the 
Father even for one moment.

Still He went to Calvary. And when 
He knew He had suffered enough, He 
said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). Christ’s 
physical suffering and mental anguish were 
now over, the law was fulfilled and the 
lamb without spot and blemish had been 
sacrificed and accepted as full payment for 
all the sins of mankind.

Christ had taken the unfaithfulness of 
the bride and became the guilty one so that 
He might have a pure and faithful bride. 
He took the filthy garments of the bride so 
that the bride might properly be clothed 
in pure white. Christ had endured the full 
intensity of God’s wrath.

Christ’s time of shame and humiliation 
was over; henceforth, He would be exalted. 
It was a finished and complete work. No 
small detail was left undone. No one can 
add to it and no part of it can be destroyed. 
Christ had passed the supreme test and 
rightly deserved to be Lord, Master and 
King.

Can you understand why Christ is 
now seated in heaven on His throne with 
24 elders gathered around who sing or 
shout their praises to the Lamb with such 
phrases as “Thou art worthy” and “Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain” (Revelation 
4-5)? A great multitude that no one can 
number will join in praising and giving 
Christ all the glory for their salvation.

Truly, He is worthy of life, service and 
praise. He who paid 
the full penalty of our 
sin deserves no less.

Only as we understand the 
relationship that existed between 
them do we understand some of the 
hurt Christ experienced when that 
relationship was broken.

Christ did not cry out because of 
pain. He never mentioned the shame of 
being exposed to the world. He did not 
mention the desertion of His followers 
or His rejection by the world. He did not 
cry out from the cruel punishment. He 
never mentioned the sneers and mocking 
of the mob and He never mentioned the 
glories of heaven He gave up in order 
to be there. But He did cry out from the 
depth of His soul concerning the thing 
most pressing on His heart: “My God, 
My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?” 
(27:46).

As Christ hung upon that cross He 
accepted into Himself all the sins of the 
world – past, present and future.

WHY DID CHRIST SWEAT BLOOD?
continued from pg. 5

n Psalm 34 David testified, “I sought the 
Lord, and he heard me, and delivered 
me from all my fears” (34:4). How did 

God separate the son of Jesse from his 
tormenting fears and reform him into a 
man of supernatural peace amid persisting 
fearful circumstances?

Psalm 91 gives us a key part 
of the answer: live very close to 
the Protector! David learned 
this lesson well and, though he 
didn’t pen Psalm 91, he lived 
in the spirit of it. As we 
run the gauntlet of 
fears, terrors, 
uncertainties 
and hostilities 
we call life, 
we too can 
experience 
the marvel 
of living 

Living Without Fear
without gnawing, tormenting anxieties – and with the growing peace and joy of the Lord.

Living fearfully, fearlessly, or foolishly? Scary specters surround us. Terrorists, mass 
murderers, Zika, joblessness, wars, politicians, pick your 
threat! Instinctively humans respond to insecurity by seeking 
security. But where? In governments? Politicians? Antidotes? 
Guns? Human goodness? Science? That’s non-secure security; 

it can’t shake fear. Psalm 91 offers true security: “He 
who dwelled in the secret place of the Most High” 
will rest under the only impenetrable life covering 
– God’s presence and faithful promises (91:1-4). 
He alone shields from violence and viruses by His 

powerful protecting angels. But God’s covering is 
reserved for committed God-fearers who habitually seek and humbly obey Him. 

They discover the “secret place” secures both body and mind. Locked in by 
assured divine protection, they live amazingly fear-free lives, unlike 

those who reject the Protector or won’t seek Him. The more we love 
Him the more easily we rely on His faithfulness and reject fearful 
imaginations: “…perfect love casts out fear” (I John 4:18b). We 
abide in strong, restful God-confidence while scary specters 
surround. Foolish souls want the Protector’s security without 

serving Him. Live wisely, securely, fearlessly – safely locked in, 
always close to the Protector.

Only God has the right to say what’s wrong. 7

by Greg Hinnant

The more we 
love Him the 

more easily we 
rely on His 

faithfulness and 
reject fearful 

imaginations.
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I was contemplating this, Schiller pointed out 
to me a particular object found in most of the 
paintings of Christ on the cross. There was a 
small sign at the top of the cross that looked 
like four letters: “INRI”. I discovered that this 
was an abbreviation of the sign that Pontius 
Pilot placed on the cross as seen in John 19:19:

“Pilate also wrote an inscription, and put 
it on the cross. It was written, ‘JESUS THE 
NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.’ ”

 I learned that the letters were the first letters 
of each of the nouns in the inscription in Latin. 
I contacted my daughter Ruth, who is very 
good with Latin, and asked her to show me the 
inscription in the Latin Vulgate. That confirmed 
it: “Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum’’ (INRI).

Then Schiller opened my eyes to an 
incredible observation. Since the inscription 
had been in three languages – Latin, Greek and 
Hebrew – he translated it for me from Hebrew 
to English. I saw before me these words: 
“Y’Shua HaNatzri V’Melech HaYehudim”. 
I was absolutely stunned when I took the 
first letters of each of these words. It spelled 
“YHVH,” the Tetragrammaton form of the 
name of God! YHVH and YHWH can be 
used interchangeably. When this technique of 
abbreviating is used, the title on the cross in 
the actual Hebraic script undeniably reveals 
the name of God. In English, the name is 
pronounced “Yahweh”!

Just like the Jews put their family name on 
their lamb for sacrifice at the Temple, God put 
His name on His Lamb for His family, which 
includes you and me!

God gave us so many pictures in order that 
we could understand the magnitude of His 
loving grace!

Excerpted with permission from Unlocking 
the Secrets of the Feasts by Michael Norten, 

copyright Thomas Nelson, 2015.

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING
THE LAMB, YAHWEH
continued from pg. 1

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.

blemished. The priests would then place the 
lamb onto a manger to make sure it would not 
get trampled. Wow! So when these shepherd-
priests went into Bethlehem and saw the baby 
Jesus wrapped in cloths, lying in a manger, 
they must have exclaimed, “There is the Lamb 
of God, prepared for sacrifice, unblemished!” 
They had to be excited beyond description 
because they were the only ones who could 
have understood the sign. It was just for them 
from God. It was personal!

I presume that Jesus’ swaddling cloths were 
from the same source as the lambs’ cloths. 
Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, was married to 
the priest Zacharias. Elizabeth could have 
given her the cloths made from the priestly 
undergarments. It is highly probable that the 
first clothes that Jesus wore were the clothes 
of a priest. What a sign! I was so intrigued by 
this that I did some further research. These 
historical observations and parallels were 
confirmed by many messianic rabbis and the 
renowned historical writer Alfred Edersheim. 
I also sought out help from Bob Ibach, an 
experienced archaeologist, who had done some 
digs in Israel. He found the written account 
and pictures of the discovery of “the tower 
of the flock” Migdal Eder. This whole insight 
made the account of the announcement of 
Jesus’ birth astounding and even more exciting!

More and more facts began to unfold in 
my research. I was talking further with David 
Schiller, my Jewish teacher and friend, about 
what I had learned about the shepherds and 
the lambs. He amazed me with some more 
historical insights. He explained that each 
Jewish family would put the family name 
around the neck of their lamb that they took 
to the Temple to be sacrificed. They did this to 
make sure they received their own lamb back 
for the Passover dinner. I wondered if there 
was any significance to this piece of trivia. As 

8 The greatest joy on earth is the sure hope of Heaven.


