
Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!
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Forever
Joy in Revelation

Joy issues from devouring inscripturated revelation. Psalm 
119 bears repeated witness to this. The psalmist “delights” 

in God’s testimonies “as much as in all riches” (Psalm 119:14; 
see also vv. 35, 47, 70, 77, 103, 162, 174). Think of Jesus’ words, 
“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11). Does He mean He 
will find His joy in us so that our joy may be full or that His joy 
will be in us so that our joy may be full? Both, surely, are true. 
We find full joy in the Lord only when we know He finds His joy 
in us. The pathway to joy, then, is to give ourselves maximum 
exposure to His Word and to let it dwell in us richly (Colossians 
3:16). It is joy-food for the joy-hungry soul.

Joy in Communion
There is joy in the Lord to be tasted in the worship we 
enjoy in church communion. The church is the new 

Jerusalem, the city that cannot be hidden, the joy of the whole 
earth (Psalm 48:2). In the Spirit-led communion of praise and 
petition; soul pastoring; Word preaching; psalm, hymn and 

by Sinclair Ferguson

While shaking hands at the church 
door, ministers are sometimes 

greeted with a spontaneous, “I really enjoyed 
that!” which is immediately followed by, “Oh! I 
shouldn’t really say that, should I?” I usually grip 
tighter, hold the handshake a little longer, and say with a smile, 
“Doesn’t the catechism’s first question encourage us to do that? 
If we are to enjoy Him forever, why not begin now?”

Of course, we cannot enjoy God apart from glorifying 
Him. And the Westminster Shorter Catechism wisely goes 
on to ask, “What rule has God given to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy Him?” But notice that Scripture 
contains the “rule” for enjoying God as well as glorifying 
Him. We know it abounds in instructions for glorifying Him, 
but how does it instruct us to “enjoy Him”?

Enjoying God is a command, not an optional extra: “Rejoice in 
the Lord always; again I say, rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). But how? We 
cannot “rejoice to order,” can we? True. Yet, Scripture shows that 
well-instructed believers develop a determination to rejoice. They 
will rejoice in the Lord. Habakkuk exemplified this in difficult days 
(see Habakuk 3:17-18). He exercised what our forefathers called 
“acting faith” – a vigorous determination to experience whatever the 
Lord commands, including joy, and to use the God–given means to 
do so. Here are four of these means—in which, it should be noted, we 
also glorify God.

Joy in Salvation
Enjoying God means relishing the salvation He gives us 
in Jesus Christ. “I will take joy in the God of my salvation”  

(Habakuk 3:18). God takes joy in our salvation (Luke 15:6-7, 9-10, 
32). So should we. Here, Ephesians 1:3-14 provides a masterly 
delineation of this salvation in Christ. It is a gospel bath in which we 
should often luxuriate, rungs on a ladder we should frequently climb 
in order to experience the joy of the Lord as our strength (Nehemiah 
8:10). While we are commanded to have joy, the resources to do so 
are outside of ourselves, known only through union with Christ.

 To Enjoy Him The Lord 
sings over 

us with joy. 
Our hearts 

sing for joy 
in return.



 

wronged us, the awesome responsibility hits me time-and-again, namely that we simply 
cannot lean back in our easy chair and relax. Souls are dying without salvation.

When God called me here, I was a fairly new Christian, but the one thing I wanted to 
do more than anything else was to somehow witness to the unsaved of God’s amazing 
grace and His love for mankind. He answered my prayer when I heeded His call to be a 
part of this ministry and I am thankful I did. I have seen His hand at work in so many 
ways as He met our needs and allowed His Word to go out around the world.

So many of you dear people have sent in your support through the early part of this 
year and we are so grateful. It’s so nice to fill the orders as they come in, and I can assure 
you that our distributors in India, Sri Lanka, Nigeria and many other places are also 
rejoicing.

Friends, the Gospel of Jesus Christ changes lives. When He 
enters the human heart through His love and grace, He saves 
a soul from eternal hell and the angels in heaven rejoice. CAN 
WE COUNT ON YOU TO CONTINUE SUPPORTING US 
EVERY MONTH? Your gift accompanied by your prayers 
will make the difference between eternal life or eternal 
death to countless people around the world.

I don’t believe that we have much time left. Help us make 
a difference by bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
seeking hearts everywhere. 
What a day that will be when 
we meet all those who found 
the Lord after reading one of 
those precious pamphlets that 
tells them how much God loves 
them and longs to redeem 
them. We look forward to 
hearing from you again soon!

PRAYER REQUESTS:
This past month one of our 

Directors went home to be 
with the Lord. Pray for his wife 
and family. Another one of our 
Directors said goodbye to his 
wife who passed away suddenly. 
Pray for her husband as he 
mourns her loss. God’s Word 
assures us that we sorrow not as 
others who have no hope. And 
what a tremendous hope that 
is. Please continue to pray for 
this ministry. Together, as God’s 
stewards, may we be faithful in 
serving Him.

Editor and Staff.

PRAISE FOR GOD’S BLESSINGS:
Genesis 19:30 – “And Lot went up out of 

Zoar and dwelt in the mountain… for he 
feared to dwell in Zoar.”

So that is what Lot’s improvement upon 
God’s choice for him amounted to. He 
said, “Not Thy will, but mine.” God gave 
him what he asked for; and when he got 
it he found he didn’t want it. But he could 
never regain, now, what he had lost in 
rejecting God’s will for him at the time 
that God wanted him to take it.

When God offers us a blessing – which 
His will for us always is – we cannot turn 
from it, try our own plans until we find 
them to be failures and then go back and 
get the blessing we declined. We may get a 
second or third best then and it will still be 
better than anything we could devise; but 
the “first best” of God can be had only by 
instant obedience to His first call.

“Father, help me to give all Your plans 
for me the complete supremacy in my life 
today.” Amen!

Charles G. Trumbel
From, Messages for The Morning Watch.

As we get older, I believe that all of us 
tend to look back frequently at our past, 
wondering where we might have made 
wiser choices. I know I have. But for the 
over 54 years that I have served the Lord 
at ETD, I must confess gladly that God has 
blessed this ministry abundantly. I love 
that old hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
as it describes so well how God has been 
at work in the lives of thousands of people 
around the world to support us and pray 
for us; and He continues to do so today.

Pardon for sin and a peace that 
endureth, Thine own dear Presence to 
cheer and to guide;

Strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten 
thousand beside!
When you listen to the news on TV and 

hear of all the violence and hatred and the 
unwillingness to forgive those who have 

by John Harder
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fromyourEditor

   
Your gift of any amount will help us bring the gospel message 
of salvation to the unsaved!

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Truth that is not 
experienced is no 

better than error and
may be fully as 
dangerous. Remember 
that the scribes who 
sat in Moses’ seat were not the victims of error; 
they were the victims of failure to experience the 
truth they taught!

We should remember that one of the greatest 
foes of the Christian is religious complacency. 
The man who believes that he has “arrived” will 
not go any further; and the present neat habit 
of quoting a text to prove we have arrived may 
be a dangerous one if in truth we have no actual 
inward experience of the text. The great saints 
of the past have all had yearning hearts. Their 
longing after God all but consumed them; it 
propelled them onward and upward to heights 
toward which less ardent Christians look with 
languid eye and entertain no hope of reaching.

May we offer this word of exhortation: pray on, 
fight on, sing on! Press on into the deep things of 
God. Keep your feet on the ground, but let your 

                    heart soar as high as it will!

Excerpt From: Tozer, A.W., 
“Mornings With Tozer.” WingSpread 

Publishers, 2011-01-10. iBooks.

Better Farther On
“Then opened He 
their understanding, 
that they might 
understand the 
scriptures.” Luke 24:45

by A. W. Tozer

If we have 
faith as small 
as a grain 
of mustard 
seed, great 
things for 
God will be 
accomplished.



  

appreciate it so very 
much. May God in 
Heaven bless you. We 
must say though that 
we still need more of 
your help here in 
Nigeria. Your literature
is invaluable when evangelizing students in the 
educational systems of our country. There are millions of students 
when you add them all together. I say again, your gospel literature 
is so helpful in reaching out to them. We pray that God will help 
you in your needs so that you can continue to help us in our need. 
Many souls have been saved and God is causing His Word to bear 
much fruit. We look forward to another supply soon.”

Lois & Wayne, USA:
“All the literature that we received from you a few months 
ago has all been handed out in Mexico. Please pray that 

many souls will be saved by God’s Word. We take them to the 
border towns and the Lord has directed us to Christians who 
take them further into Mexico. We are so thankful for your 
gospel tracts. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by His 
Word.”

Evangelist M. Kuriakose, Kerala, India:
“I would like to get some more tracts in Malayalam, 
Tamil, Hindi and Oriya as well as a good supply in 

English. Our supply is completely exhausted, so we trust that 
you can help us again soon. We are praying for you and your 

needs regularly.” 

Ikot Ididep, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria:
“I and others from our church have used your tracts for 
over thirty years. We are so thankful for your support to 

us and once again we are asking that you send us another supply 
of English gospel literature. God has blessed our efforts and many 
souls have come to know Jesus Christ personally. Your ministry 
is in our prayers constantly and we look forward to hearing and 
receiving from you soon.”

John V. Hoch, USA: (Inmate)
“Thanks so much for the tracts you’ve sent me. They were 
all well received as they were handed out. Every week 

new inmates are being sent here and it seems as if there are never 
enough of these wonderful gospel messages to go around. But I am
thankful that each one has the power of the Word of God contained 
in it and our prayer is that there will always be those who will turn 
their hearts to Christ for salvation.

“Yes, I now need more of them please and I am so thankful 
that you are always willing to send more to me. I praise God! He 
revealed your ministry to me and you have been faithful in sending 
these tracts to me. May God bless you richly. I rejoice in the words 
from Revelation 22:20: ‘…Surely, I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.’ ”

Miracle Chukwu, Assemblies of God Church, 
Ekiti State, Nigeria: 

“I am very pleased to be able to write this letter to you. 
I want to thank you for your help to our mission. We 

around the World

Moses Masuba, Bulambuli Church, Uganda:
“Please accept our greetings in Jesus’ precious Name. We give glory and honor to God 
for your ministry that has accomplished so much in drawing people to Himself. Our 

church is located in Eastern Uganda and we are once again requesting that you send us some 
more gospel literature. Please send more of the tracts that speak about salvation and repentance 
from sin as well as on the second coming of Jesus Christ. Much of your literature is distributed to 
secondary school students as well as university students. We also visit the trade centers where we 
can meet many people and hand out the literature. Please 
pray that many people will come to know Jesus personally. 
May God richly bless your ministry around the world.”

3True freedom is found in surrender to Christ.

fromyourMissionaries

Aloísio Sousa de Oliveira, Brazil
               “Dear brothers with joy we have performed 
               evangelism in hospitals here in the city, we have 
prayed for the sick and other people. We thank you for 
your generosity in sending more Portuguese language 
literature. God bless your Ministry abundantly.”



  

Christ bridges the gap between the infinite God and the finite man.4

                                                    They shared their perfect glory with one another in 
                                 unimaginable joy. That eternal relationship, especially of the 

Father and Son, displays God’s character. Wrote theologian Michael Reeves, “The 
most foundational thing in God is not some abstract quality but the fact that He 
is Father …Since God is, before all things, a Father …all His ways are beautifully 
fatherly. It is not that this God ‘does’ being Father as a day job, only to kick back in the 
evenings as plain old ‘God.’ It is not that He has a nice blob of fatherly icing on top. He 
is Father, all the way down…He creates as a Father and He rules as a Father.”

This view is far different from that of other religions, like Islam, that deny the 
Trinity. Such a solitary God could not be eternally loving, for there was no one to love. 
“Everything changes when it comes to Father, Son and Spirit. Here is a God who is 
not essentially lonely but who has been loving for all eternity as the Father has loved 
the Son in the Spirit. Loving others is not a strange or novel thing for this God at all; it 
is at the root of who He is.”

I love being a dad, though I am flawed like every human father. When my two 
children were little and afraid, I enjoyed taking them in my arms and comforting 
them. It is a glorious thing to know that the eternal God in His essence is Father. And 
this lovingly triune God decided to create mankind in order to share that love.

His Glory as Son
Jesus said, “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work 
which You have given Me to do” (John 17:4).

In the Hebrew Scriptures, God visibly displayed the excellence of His glory at times 
– in a burning bush, in thunder and lightning on Mount Sinai, in a pillar of fire or 
cloud and when His glory entered the Tabernacle and later the Temple. His glory also 
departed from the Temple due to the Israelites’ disobedience (Ezekiel 10:18-19; 11:22-
23).

In the New Testament, God declares, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth” (John 1:1,14). Within Jesus Christ, who is the living Word, the 
glory of God dwelt, or tabernacled, among us.

When the angels announced His birth to the shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem, 
“the glory of the Lord shone around them” (Luke 2:9). When Jesus performed 
miracles, He “manifested His glory” (John 2:11). On the Mount of Transfiguration, 
“His face shone like the sun” as His inner deity glowed through the veil of His human 
flesh (Matthew 17:2). Consequently, Christ told His followers, “He who has seen Me 
has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

obby was exactly my age – 
only 28. The cause of death 
was a horrific car crash. His 

extended family was unchurched, 
and I was asked to pray with them 
and later conduct the funeral. As 
a young pastor back then, I was 
jolted by the difficulty of 
comforting people who 
did not know God.

Everyone was in 
deep shock. I 
longed for 
Bobby’s relatives 
to know our 
all-wise, sovereign 
and loving Savior. “At times 
like these,” I acknowledged, as I began the 
funeral message, “you can be tempted to doubt 
the love of God when, actually, an assurance of 
how much God does love you is what you need 
to carry you through this time.”

I then preached on why a loving God 
would become a Man – a sermon suited for 
Christmas but delivered to grieving people in 
hopes of teaching them about a God they did 
not know.

Christmas wonderfully displays God’s 
character and plan. In the incarnation of 
Jesus, God became Man. If we could truly 
understand that magnificent feat, we could 
understand God.

John 17 displays that story of glory. To 
thoughtfully read this longest recorded prayer 
of Jesus is to enter the Holy of Holies and hear 
God talking to God – Son to Father. We stand 
in awe and see the reasons He so deserves our 
praise and obedience because of who He is.

His Glory as Father
The night before He went to the 
cross for us, Jesus prayed, “And now, 

O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, 
with the glory which I had with You before 
the world was” (John 17:5). Homesick for 
His Father’s presence, the Son remembered 
the glory He had shared with the rest of the 
Godhead before creation.

The term glory means “weight, significance 
or excellence.” The glory of God is the display 
of His excellence. What was God doing before 
He created the world? Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit were enjoying a loving relationship. 

by Mark Johnson

How the Glory of the 
Trinity provides hope to 
mankind. 

GLORY
Story ofThe



The greatest display of the Son’s love was when He “finished the work” His Father gave 
Him (17:4). This statement anticipated the next day on the cross when He cried, “It is 
finished,” signaling that our sins were paid in full (19:30). Forevermore, we can look at the 
cross and be amazed at His love.

His Glory Through Us
Jesus not only prayed for Himself, but also for His apostles and then for those 
of us who would believe in Him because of their message (17:20). What He told 

His Father is almost inconceivable: “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them” 
(v. 22).

God’s display of glory through Christ’s followers would result in their unity and witness 
– “that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent 
Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me” (v. 23). The God who lived eternally in 
triune community comes to indwell believers and use them to display the glory of His love 
to others.

When God’s love shines through obedient Christian relationships –a Christian 
marriage, a loving church family, sacrificial acts of service for others – a watching world 
can see the glory of our God and be drawn to hear more about Him.

The story of glory will go on forever. Jesus expressed this longing: “Father, I desire that 
they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory 
which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” (v. 24).

One day we will personally behold the glory of our Savior, see the display of His 
excellence and join firsthand the heavenly community of the family of God.

  

O God, Our 
Help in Ages Past
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

saac Watts was the son of a 
schoolmaster and was born in 
Southampton, July 17, 1674. He 

is said to have shown remarkable 
precocity in childhood, beginning 
the study of Latin, in his fourth 
year, and writing respectable verses 
at the age of seven. At the age of 
sixteen, he went to London to study 
in the Academy of the Rev. Thomas 
Rowe, an Independent minister. In 
1698, he became assistant minister 
of the Independent Church, Berry St., London. In 1702, he became pastor. In 1712, he accepted 
an invitation to visit Sir Thomas Abney at his residence of Abney Park and, at Sir Thomas’ 
pressing request, made it his home for the remainder of his life. 

This hymn was written by Isaac Watts while he was sitting at the desk in his room on the 
Abney estate, pouring over Psalm 90. It is perhaps Watts’ most bracing hymn. It was played on 
the radio by the BBC as soon as World War II was declared and was later sung at the funeral 
service of former British prime minister Winston Churchill in St. Paul’s Cathedral, London in 
1965.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while life shall last,
And our eternal home.

Salvation depends on what Christ did for us; rewards depend on what we do for Him. 5

What we have to offer grieving people 
like Bobby’s family and everyone else, for 
that matter, is God Himself. The reality 
of God in the flesh that we celebrate at 
Christmas calls us to total commitment in 
obedience and praise (Romans 12:1).

Whenever you are tempted to doubt 
God’s love, read John 17 slowly, listen to 
God talking to God, and thank Him for 
including you in the story of glory.

This article first appeared in the November/
December 2016 issue of Israel My Glory magazine, 

published by The Friends of Israel Gospel 
Ministry. Copyright 2017 by The Friends of Israel. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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deas have consequences. It is absolutely true that as a 
man thinks in his heart, so he is (Proverbs 23:7). It is also true, 
however, that God is true and every man a liar (Romans 3:4). That 

is why the ideas we deny having are so often the ones that carry such difficult 
consequences. We say, for instance, that we believe Jesus died for our sins, that in 
Him we have complete forgiveness, that He remembers our sins no more, that our 
sins are as far from us as the east is from the west. But, when things are going well, 
while we would never speak such blasphemy, we seem to think that He must be 
quite pleased with us. And when things are going poorly, when we have to repent 
of our sins before Him, we seem to think that He stays angry with us. We say we are 
totally depraved, but, should anyone ever accuse us of an actual sin, we tend to react 
angrily, to defend our own honor. Perhaps that is why the proverb doesn’t say, “As a 
man confesses with his lips, so he is,” but rather, “as a man thinks in his heart.”

We would do well to recognize the frequent disconnect and the great gap 
between what we confess with our lips and what we actually believe. The mind 
ought to inform the heart, but it seems too often that our hearts overrule our minds. 
And that is the time to remember.

Consider Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. His exposition of the law of God is not 
something radically new. The notion that the law extends beyond our actions and 
covers the heart as well is already contained in the Ten Commandments as they 
were given. What, after all, is the commandment forbidding covetousness but the 
heart application of the command forbidding theft? It is no stretch to grasp that the 
command against murder would include forbidding murder in our hearts. Jesus 
was less revealing a new law and more reminding God’s people of the law as it had 
always been. He was encouraging His hearers to remember.

When our hearts and minds are out of sync, our calling is to bring them into 
sync, to actually believe what we say we believe. We are to remind ourselves of what 
we know to be true. When pride rears its ugly head and I begin to think that 
I somehow earn God’s favor, I need to remember the man who beat 
his breast, crying, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” When despair 
overwhelms me and I begin to think that my heavenly Father is distant 
from me because of my sin, I need to remember that He loves me with 
an everlasting love, that nothing can take me from His hands.

In like manner, when Jesus told His hearers to cease their worrying about what 
they would eat or what they would wear and instead to seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, this was not only not a new message, but it was also 
not one that would have shocked anyone. Of course, we shouldn’t worry about such 
comparatively petty things. Of course, our hearts and minds should be focused on 
the eternal, on those things that will outlast the final fire. We know that. If you were 
to ask a thousand evangelicals, “Which is more important, what you eat or wear, 
or the kingdom of God?” you would be hard pressed to find even one who would 
affirm the former. Yet, if you were to tap into the worries and fears that keep those 
same thousand people up at night, chances are it has more to do with their station 
in life, their circumstances, than the kingdom of God. We are a forgetful people, 
failing to remember not only all that God has already done for us but to remember 
all that He has promised us.

Because we are called to remember, we of all people should be students of our 
own history. We would better remember all that His Word teaches us if we were to 
remember that it is our Word, our story – that because we who believe are the sons 
and daughters of Father Abraham, the Word tells us about God’s grace to our family. 

by R. C. Sproul Jr.

continued on pg. 8

called to
remember



God All-in-All
More specifically, our submission 

demands that we make God the purpose 
of our existence, seek all our praise from 
Him, and look for our pleasure at His right 
hand. If God becomes our purpose, praise 
and pleasure, He will possess everything in 
us and all will, indeed, be laid at His feet.

The First Corinthians passage 
mentioned earlier makes it clear that 
because the Father knows His Son will 
ultimately submit everything to Him, 
He is now in the process of subjecting 
everything to His Son. Can we not 
expect that if God knows we will submit 
everything to Him, He will bring our 
personal world into subjection at our feet 
(Romans 6:11-14)?

When D. L. Moody heard that the world 
has yet to see what God could do through 
a man who is totally yielded to Him, he 
told God he wanted to be that man. The 
principle by which Moody lived is the 
same one given in First Corinthians 15. 
God is looking for men and women who 
will make Him All-in-All so He can make 
evil and powers subject to them.

From Alliance Life, March 2003
Reprinted by permission.

 

Jesus died to save, sanctify and perfect His bride church, “That 
He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing… holy and without blemish” 

(Ephesians 5:27). But nothing gets perfected without correction.
And Jesus’ church – including you and me and every Christian 

assembly on the planet – is no exception. Like it or not, we need 
spiritual correction. But just here let’s note a surprising anomaly: 
Christians embrace correction in everything but their walk with 
God!

Business owners pay big bucks to have experts examine their 
operations and make recommendations. Athletic teams pay 
millions for new coaches to correct losing teams until they begin 
competing for championships. Students expect professors to 
critique their tests, papers and presentations as part of their 
normal course experience. But for some strange reason – 
surely our spiritual pride – we abandon this humble 
openness to examination and recommendation 
when it comes to Christianity. And too often we 
turn on those who would help us.

Consequently, many good pastors and elders stop 
counseling – and many disciples of Christ go without the 
loving but truthful correction they desperately need.

About Spiritual Correction
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Willing or unwilling to correct? Though vitally needed, 
spiritual correction – graciously showing Christians their 
wrongs and how to right them – is rare. Why? It’s despised! Do 

you, do I, like being corrected? Frankly, constructive criticism 

isn’t everyone’s duty; our prime duty is to examine ourselves 
(Matthew 7:1-4)! Ironically, if we steadily do so, God authorizes 

us to examine others – as pastors, teachers, counselors, mentors, 

overseers, parents. Suddenly, we’re called to correct (7:5; cf. 
Hebrews 3:13)! Oh, thankless task! Few praise even their kindest 

critics. Correction is costly. The prophets corrected Israel, Paul 

the churches and Jesus His disciples – and suffered stonings, 
slanders, revilings, betrayals, crosses. Jesus’ betrayal followed 
His correction of Judas; Mark 14:6-11, John 12:4-8. Correction 

tests love! Jesus revealed spiritual correction is love: “As many 

as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” Do we love Jesus enough, and 

believers, to minister His correction, knowing at any moment 

they may reject it and us? Got His love? Receive His correction – 

    then, as He leads, give it. Ask Him to make you a brave, 
                 prayerful, patient, gentle, Spirit–led, Scripture–
                    prescribing corrector to those under your care. 
                    Then be one.

by Greg Hinnant

The apostle Paul says that at the end of time, the Father will 
subject all evil, dominion, authority and power to Jesus. 
Then the Son will subject Himself to the Father along with 

all that has been brought under His power so that God might be 
All-in-All (I Corinthians 15:24–28).

It might seem strange that Christ would want to show 
submission to God, in addition to Christ’s full obedience in 
His Incarnation and Crucifixion. Nonetheless, our Savior 
anticipates this further expression of yielding to the Father.
In our lives, each major change in our circumstances 

demands a fresh demonstration that God rules over all our 
affairs. When Jesus fulfills the prophecy of Revelation 11:15 
(“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign for ever and ever”), as 
the rich young ruler of creation, He will show that the Father 
continues to have all His love and devotion.

We who walk in the steps of Jesus also need to imitate His 
ongoing submission to the Father so that God might be All-in-
All to us. That submission must involve every area of our lives. 
The road to total submission to God begins with the first step of 
dedicating our bodies to Him (Romans 12:1-2), but the journey 
itself is lifelong and may even continue in the eternal realm.

by John A. Harvey



We would do well to remember that church 
history is also our family story. It is the story 
of all God’s people across the centuries, crying 
out, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner” and 
going home justified.

Because we are called to remember, we of 
all people should likewise be students of our 
future. We would better remember all that His 
Word promises for those who are in Christ. 
We would remember that just as during those 
dark days when our Lord lay in His tomb, that 
every dark providence is all a part of His sure 
plan for absolute victory. We would remember 
that the kingdom we are called to seek is an 
everlasting kingdom, unshakable, unstoppable, 
that even the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it. We would remember that when 
all things are brought into subjection under 
Christ, He will present the whole redeemed 
and remade world back to His Father. And we 
would remember that because we have been 
given His righteousness, we have 
been made joint heirs with Him. 
Because we have been given His 
righteousness, we have been 
adopted into the very family of 
God, made the children of our heavenly Father.

If we remembered these things, would 
we ever fear over the petty things? Would 
we squabble over our reputations and 
standing? Remembering drives us to joy and 
thanksgiving, which in turn push us to fulfill 
our true purpose – to worship and praise the 
living God, our Father. 

Dr. R. C. Sproul Jr. is rector of theology and 
professor of apologetics at Reformation Bible College 

in Sanford, Fla., and a teaching fellow for Ligonier 
Ministries. He has authored several books and series, 

including Believing God. He is on Twitter 
@RCSproulJr. From Tabletalk, December 2016. 

Used by permission.

The lighthouse pictured in our 
Newsletter was once a famous 

landmark in guiding ships safely to 
shore. The founder of Evangelical Tract 
Distributors, Mr. Orban Stout, wanted 
to use this illustration because it 
symbolized the printed Gospel message 
that can point a lost soul to salvation 
through Jesus 
Christ and provide 
a safe harbor in 
Glory.

“It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this 

the judgment.” Hebrews 9:27.

“God… now commandeth 
all men everywhere to 

repent.” Acts 17:30.

“For God so loved the 
world, that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise 
cast out.” John 3:16 and 6:37. 

“And the devil that 
deceived them was 

cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast 
and the false prophet are, and 
shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever… And 
whosoever was not found 
written in the Book of Life 
was cast into the lake of fire. If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in 
this Book: And if any man shall 
take away from the words of 
the Book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of 
the Book of Life.” Revelation 
20:10, 15; 22:18b-19a. K.J.V.

Therefore repent 
and receive Christ 
as your Saviour or 
spend eternity in 
the Lake of Fire!

JUDGMENT IS

COMING
TO ENJOY HIM FOREVER
continued from pg. 1

REMEMBERING TOMORROW
continued from pg. 6

Please pass 
this Newsletter 
on to a friend.8 God loves everyone as if there were but one to love.

spiritual song singing; and water, bread and 
wine receiving, abundant joy is to be found. 
The Lord sings over us with joy (Zephaniah 
3:17). Our hearts sing for joy in return.

Joy in Tribulation
Here, indeed, is a divine paradox. 
There is joy to be known in the midst 

of and through affliction. Viewed biblically, 
tribulation is the Father’s chastising hand, 
using life’s pain and darkness to mold us into 
the image of the One who endured for the 
sake of the joy set before Him (Hebrews 12:1-2, 
5-11; see Romans 8:29). We exult and rejoice 
in our sufferings, Paul says, because “suffering 
produces… hope” in us (Romans 5:3-4). Peter 
and James echo the same principle (I Peter 
1:3-8; James 1:2-4). The knowledge of the sure 
hand of God in providence not only brings 
stability; it is also a joy-producer.

All of this adds up to exultation in God 
Himself. In Romans 5:1-11, Paul leads us from 
rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God 
(v.2) to joy that comes in tribulation (v.3) to 
exulting in God Himself (v. 11; see Psalm 43:4). 
The unbeliever finds this incredible because 
he has been blinded by the joy-depriving lie 
of Satan that to glorify God is the high road 
to joylessness. Thankfully, Christ reveals that 
the reverse takes place in Him – because 
of our salvation, through His revelation, 
in worship’s blessed communion, and by 
means of tribulation. Enjoy! Yes, indeed, may 
“everlasting joy… be upon [your] heads” 
(Isaiah 51:11).

Dr. Sinclair B. Ferguson is a Ligonier teaching 
fellow and distinguished visiting professor of 

systematic theology at Westminster Theological 
Seminary. He is author of numerous books, including 

The Whole Christ. Taken from Tabletalk, 
February 2017. Used by permission.
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