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Introduction  
MPOWERD™ (also referred to as “The Company”) was founded on the belief that 
everyone has a right to clean, affordable energy.  
 
When MPOWERD incorporated as a benefit corporation in 2012, it had a vision of 
providing a tangible solution to energy poverty, and MPOWERD’s first product – the 
Luci® inflatable solar light.  
 
The Luci light is portable, durable, lightweight and bright – and it’s powered by the sun’s 
free energy. It’s an affordable alternative to the dirty kerosene lamps that billions still rely 
upon. 
 
Since 2012, MPOWERD’s has expanded its Luci line to include a range of lights – like 
the colorful Luci Color, or the smaller Luci EMRG featuring an S.O.S. signal. 
MPOWERD’s retail success at home with the Luci line drives its ability to deliver 
affordable lights to other parts of the world. 
 
What is Energy Poverty? 
The consequences of energy poverty are far reaching. Lack of access to light severely 
limits economic growth, social mobility, and personal health and safety. And dirty fuels 
like kerosene (which 3 billion people still rely on) are devastating to the environment.   
 

Impacts of Energy Poverty:  

 1.5 billion people have no access to electricity and another 1.5 billion 
have unreliable access at best.  

 

 Nightfall severely limits income-generating hours for businesses; reduces 
study hours for students; and restricts women from traveling safely. 

 

 Fuel-based lighting results in 244 million metric tons of CO2 emissions 
each year (≈ 30 million cars) 

 
With today’s technology, something so basic yet critical should be universally accessible.  
 
The MPOWERD Solution: Luci Lights  
Luci lights positively impact people on and off the grid – anywhere in the world. In the 
developing world, the effects are meaningful and significant.  

 
Luci lights:  

 Improve education by allowing children to study safely at home 

 Increase household savings by replacing costly kerosene and candles  

 Empower women by reducing the risk of violence in dark areas 

 Help the environment and improve health by eliminating dependence on 
toxic kerosene lamps and other non-renewable light sources 
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MPOWERD’s Approach to Impact  
MPOWERD’s impact is a direct result of its business model: the more product that is 
sold at retail to the developed market, the more The Company is able to sell at 
increasingly affordable rates to the people who need them around the world.  

 

 Market Accessibility: Offer lower price points to targeted energy-challenged 
populations by driving down unit costs through high volume retail sales 
 

 Customer Driven Give Program: Encourage customers to purchase discounted 
units for MPOWERD’s global nonprofit partners through calls to action on The 
Company’s website, social media and packaging 
 

 Programmatic Alignment: Sell affordable units to charitable organizations and 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) programs targeting energy poor 
communities 
 

 Emergency Relief Sales: Sell large-scale quantities to emergency relief 
organizations for distribution and to aid volunteers in delivering valuable services 
 

 Fundraising: Allow private buyers and organizations to use units for fundraising 
initiatives 
 

 Cause Marketing: Encourage large corporations to adopt our “for profit and 
purpose” structure by combining their advertising & CSR budgets through 
purchase and distribution of co-branded units. 
 

 
MPOWERD’s Impact in 2015  
In 2015, MPOWERD has expanded global partnerships to include over 200 charitable 
accounts in more than 35 countries. MPOWERD has delivered tens of thousands of Luci 
lights to the developing world. We’ve strengthened The Company’s online “Give Luci” 
platform (where customers purchase units and send them directly to nonprofit partners 
for distribution) and collaborated with major organizations and foundations.   
 

Examples of MPOWERD’s global impact in 2015:  
 

 After the 2015 earthquake in Nepal, MPOWERD worked with Rise Nepal, 
Byond Disaster Relief, Rotary International (Taiwan), Global Peace 
Foundation and Sam Johnson Volunteer Student Army to distribute over 
2,000 Luci lights to help communities rebuild schools, homes and 
businesses. 
 

 In December 2015 and into 2016, MPOWERD worked with an Irish led 
expedition team of 14 cavers to document the completely unexplored Darai 
Plateau, and assisted in bringing as many Luci lights as they could to the 
resource-lacking Kosua River Basin in Papua New Guinea. 

 

 In Kenya, MPOWERD have worked with A New Course to set up Maasai 
women entrepreneurs as Luci light resellers in their communities. With this 
new income, they’re able to kickstart the local economy by investing in other 

https://mpowerd.com/give


 

 
Page 4 

small businesses like beekeeping and beadmaking. Today, there are already 
13 groups with over 350 members and counting. A New Course also provides 
Luci lights to midwives to help mothers deliver babies more safely.  

 

 Luci lights continued to be used to support and empower rural women in 
Tanzania as they are trained to be environmental stewards   

 
B Corp Certification:  
MPOWERD was recertified as a Certified B Corp in February 2016. This certification, 
conducted by the nonprofit B Lab, involved assessing MPOWERD against rigorous 
standards of social and environmental performance, accountability, and transparency.  
 
MPOWERD’s B Corp recertification is a stamp of endorsement for The Company’s 
mission, and acts as a reliable third-party standard to ensure MPOWERD’s commitment 
to its social mission. MPOWERD Inc.’s B Corp profile is available here.  

 
About MPOWERD:  
MPOWERD believes that everyone on Earth has a right to clean, affordable energy. As 
creator of the award-winning Luci line of inflatable solar lights, MPOWERD develop and 
manufactures world-changing clean energy products that people can use anywhere, 
whether they’re on the grid or off, working, playing or simply living. 

 
  

http://www.bcorporation.net/community/mpowerd-inc

