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African artist is
a man of letters

✰ARTIST LYNNE STEIN and
her husband DR ROBBIE

WOLFSON have helped out the
Dental Volunteers for Israel for
nearly a decade.

The Knutsford-based couple
recently visited the only free
dental clinic in Israel.

Dentist Robbie volunteers his
services there, while Lynne ran a
workshop in the clinic’s rear
building, incorporating old,
unwanted clothes into a piece of
artwork. 

The clinic treats poor Jerusalem
children of all races and religions.

“We were told about DVI by
PETER KURER, who volunteered
there for many years,” Lynne said.

“When we first went, it seemed
like an unwelcoming place,
aesthetically.

“There was also nothing to
occupy the children while they
were waiting to see the dentist.

“The perfect solution seemed to
be running a continuing art work.”

Lynne and the clinic’s young
patients have produced several
wall-hangings that are now a
permanent feature at the clinic.

DVI’s young patients and
children from Beit Shusterman, a
home for abused youngsters,
worked with Lynne on the bunting
project.

And they were joined by 30 high
school students who visited as
part of Yom Ma’asim Tovim (day of
good deeds).

DVI’s MICHELLE LEVINE said:
“The number of high school

students was slightly worrying,
considering the size of our waiting
room and classroom, where the
activities would be going on.

“I was also worried if the
students would know how to
interact with the withdrawn,
traumatised children.

“But they were so sweet, kind
and caring with the Shusterman
kids.

“The students also worked with
our handyman, weeding the entire
backyard and front courtyard.”

Menorah Synagogue member
Lynne, who has undertaken
numerous public art commissions,
has had her work featured on BBC
television and radio and in books
and magazines.

She has also received financial
support from the Arts Council, the
Baring Foundation and others.

“It was great to see all the
smiling faces at the clinic when we
were doing the project,” Lynne
recalled.

“The bunting will be put up
permanently at Beit Shusterman.

“Initially, I did have worries
about introducing art workshops
into the clinic as I thought it might
be too much of an intrusion.

“But now the clinic waiting room
is somewhere fun and pleasurable,
rather than being a place where
patients are anxious about
visiting.”

Next year, she hopes to start an
art project involving Holocaust
survivors in Israel.

✰TOpay tribute to comedy giant Ronnie Corbett, who died last week, this
week’s joke is in visual form. This classic The Two Ronnies sketch from 1981,

sees Ronnie Barker — dressed in chassidic garb — asking Corbett for insurance
against becoming Jewish. Watch it at tinyurl.com/zjhf94b
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✰
GROWING up in Ivory
Coast, FULGENCE
NIAMBA knew little

about Judaism.
But, years later, much of the

west African artist’s work is
heavily Hebrew-influenced.

And his quest for spiritual
knowledge and self-awareness led
him to the discovery of the Jew-
ish kabbalistic tradition and the
power of the Hebrew letters.

Fulgence said: “It was through
an established spiritual study
organisation in London that I
learned the kabbalistic princi-
ples. 

“It was first through research
and studies that I learned about
the symbolism and the spiritual
power of the Hebrew words and
letters. 

“I particularly learned that
each letter was living an energy
of grace and power. In order to
understand the forms of the let-
ters and experience them, I start-
ed writing them. I then progres-
sively integrated them into my
work.”

As he was raised in a Christian
family, Fulgence had little
knowledge of Judaism.

But he knew a few Jewish peo-
ple who lived in the country
thanks to the positive relations
between the Ivory Coast and
Israel.

“We have always been a good
friend of Israel and Jewish peo-
ple,” Fulgence explained. “When
we were growing up, we had a
good Jewish community in the
country.

“We had a chance to know a bit
more about the Jewish history
and particularly about the Holo-
caust.”

Is it not rare, however, for an
African Christian to make work
incorporating the Hebrew lan-
guage? 

“I have  never come across any,
so indeed, it is very unusual,”
Fulgence laughed.

“It would be an advantage if
more non-Jewish artists started
to follow suit. The world needs to
find more ways for people to
come together and build bridges
and have peace between commu-
nities.

“Artists have a unique privi-
leged position to instigate these
through their visual works.”

It is one of the reasons he
founded the biennial Art for
Peace project, sponsored by
UNESCO, in Paris.

A graduate of the School of
Fine Arts of Abidjan and the Uni-
versity of Paris, Fulgence is also
a lecturer in visual arts and has
taught in England, Ivory Coast
and France.

“I am hoping through my work
more people will want to start
learning a bit more about
Hebrew’s powerful letters, the
language and the wonderful peo-
ple of Israel and their culture,”
he added.

Another link between Ivory
Coast and Israel is that
Dominique Ouattara, the wife of
Ivorian president Alassane Ouat-

tara, was born to Jewish parents
in Algeria.

“The First Lady is a strong
advocate of Ivorians and African
children’s rights around the
world,” Fulgence said. 

“She was also the patron of the
second edition of my Art for
Peace project.”

Fulgence sells his work
through private sale exhibitions,
hosted by companies and individ-
uals who love art.

� Visit: tinyurl.com/jautl4c

FRIENDS: Fulgence Niamba with Ivory Coast First Lady Dominique Ouattara

Caring couple get their
teeth into clinic project

HELPING HANDS: Lynne Stein and husband Dr Robbie Wolfson

✰PAINTER and decorator HARVEY
WISEGLASS brushed up on his

running when he took part in the 50-
kilometre Canalathon.

The race started in Ancoats in Man-
chester city centre and finished in the
west Yorkshire town of Sowerby
Bridge.

Harvey, of Prestwich, said: “Having
run in the Greater Manchester

Marathon for the last four years, I
thought I needed a new challenge.

“Apart from the weather, the tow-
paths around Hebden Bridge consisted
of potholes filled with muddy water and
rusty surfaces.

“Due to the recent flooding, four
miles of the towpath were closed so we
had to make a diversion on the roads.

Dogged determination
as Harvey raises £500

CHALLENGE: Harvey Wiseglass

JOINING IN: Participants in Lynne’s art project at the dental clinic

INFLUENCE: One of Fulgence’s paintings

“One mile from the end of the race I
was upended by a Jack Russell running
between my feet and took a nasty
tumble.”

But the 66-year-old completed the
course in just under in six-and-a-half
hours, raising £500 for the Tender
Loving Care ladies committee’s
Christie Hospital funds.

� Donate: justgiving.com/harveywiseglass


