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THE PLOT
When Sheriff Martin Brody (Roy Scheider) discovers the remains of a shark attack
victim on Amity Island, his first thought is to close the beaches. Mayor Vaughn and
several of the local business-people disagree and they keep the beach open, since
summer is where the money is made for this tourist driven locale. 
 
Matt Hooper (Richard Dreyfuss), a scientist with the oceanographic institute, is
called in to help determine what type of shark we're talking about. Sadly the next
weekend a young boy becomes the next victim of this finned menace. After the
boy's mother puts out a bounty on the shark, Amity is soon flooded with amateur
hunters and fisherman hoping to cash in on the reward. 
 
Local fisherman, and shark hunter, Quint (Robert Shaw), offers to hunt down the
creature for a pretty sum. He gets Brody and Hooper on board to help with his
efforts and the 3 of them soon discover that they're going to need a bigger boat.

From left to right: Quint (Robert Shaw), Sheriff Brody (Roy Scheider) and Hooper (Richard Dreyfuss).

A MONTHLY YARN CLUB BY UNDERCOVER OTTER



BIRTH OF THE SUMMER BLOCKBUSTER
Jaws is widely regarded as the first modern summer blockbuster. In the USA the
movie was the number 1 box office hit for 14 consecutive weeks. 
Universal Studios took huge risks in the marketing of the movie. Jaws cost 7 million
dollars to get to theaters, while the press budget was 2.5 million dollars, that's a
third of the total budget, which was unprecedented at that time. 
 
The lead up and hype around the movie started well before release and included a
ton of advertisement, both in print and on TV, and a press tour that took actor
Robert Shaw all over the place. Nowadays this is fairly standard, but before Jaws?
Not that much.

What stands out most to me about Jaws as a film isn't the shark. Neither is it the
terror that holds Amity Island. Or the godawful mayor who can't think past a profit.
It's not even the amazing special effects that the film contains.
 
It's the depiction of a reluctant friendship of circumstance that the 3 main
characters end up in. The dynamics between Quint, Brody and Hooper are pure
cinematic magic. A triad of men that need each other in order to get things done. 
Their friendship is nonexistent at the beginning of the film, and grows out of
necessity. Brody, as an outsider in the Amity community, needs Hooper since
Hooper, as a native, knows not only the towns workings but also how the predator
they are hunting works. Hooper needs Quint, because Quint is willing to do the
things that Hooper can't in his conservationist outlook on the shark. Quint in his
turn needs both these men to step on his brakes and make him realize that, at
times, you have to trust others to have your back. Even if you didn't want
volunteers or mates. 
 
Part of the brilliance of this intrepid threesome is the writing by Peter Benchley,
who wrote the original novel and adapted it into a screenplay with Carl Gottlieb.
And a lot of it is thanks to the amazing acting work and chemistry between
Scheider, Shaw and Dreyfuss. It's rumored that Dreyfuss and Shaw really didn't like
each other all that much during the shoot, and that in itself makes some of the
scenes (especially the scar scene) so brilliant. Both the actors and the characters
show us that you don't have to like someone to respect them. 
 
And that's the biggest reason I love this movie. I am absolutely a huge fan of the
more meaty parts, like the visceral images of the victims, the scary as all get out
shark and the iconic score John Williams composed for the flick, but in the end,
what makes the movie for me, is the friendship between 3 hard-asses. 

A FISHERMAN, A SHERIFF AND A SCIENTIST WALK INTO A BAR...



Directed by: Steven Spielberg.
Screenplay: Peter Benchley & Carl Gottlieb.
Based on the novel by Peter Benchley.
Cast: Roy Scheider, Robert Shaw, Richard
Dreyfuss, Lorraine Gary, Murray Hamilton,
Bruce the Shark.

The mechanical shark was named Bruce, after Steven Spielberg's lawyer. 
Despite reports to the contrary, Bruce was actually tested in water before it
arrived on set and worked perfectly. However, the tests were done in the non-
salt water tank at Universal Studios. Once it was placed in actual ocean water,
the salt played havoc with the shark's controls.
The shooting star that appears during the night scene where Brody loads his
revolver was real, not a special effect;
The iconic quote 'You're gonna need a bigger boat' was not in the script, or the
novel, but ad-libbed by Roy Scheider;
Despite the film's mammoth box-office returns, Robert Shaw (Quint) did not earn
a penny out of it. He was facing heat from the IRS for tax evasion, and he had to
forgo his salary to make amends;
When composer John Williams originally played the (two note) score for
director Steven Spielberg, Spielberg laughed and said, "That's funny, John, really;
but what did you really have in mind for the theme of Jaws?".

There are so many little facts in the world of Jaws, that I couldn't pick which to
share with you. So I'm just going to hit you with a wall of pubquiz-format info. 
 

PUBQUIZ FODDER

Yes, you really need to (re)watch Jaws.
Next to the stellar special effects,
amazing acting and cinematic importance,
it's a really enjoyable monster movie.
And it may just make you feel less bad
about having to stay sheltered inside
instead of going to the beach.
 
The original novel by Peter Benchley is
also worth the read. A lot of the
background story lines have been cut for
the film (like Hooper having an affair with
sheriff Brody's wife) and add to the story.

SHOULD YOU WATCH IT?



YOU'RE CERTIFIABLE, QUINT - THE COLORWAY
There are a few scenes in this movie that have always stuck with me. Like the scar-story-
swapping, Brody and Hooper eating dinner with Brody's family, and the scene in which
Brody discovers that Quint has destroyed a vital piece of equipment. 
 
The unadulterated rage in Brody's voice, accompanied with his red faced baseball bat
smash, while Quint just 'yeah, yeah, whatever's' him is such a brilliant contrast of both of
their personalities. It's also something I tend to say to myself whenever I do something that
I shouldn't have and almost instantly regret. 
 
Like tossing in certain colors of a speckle and thinking to myself 'what the hell did I just do
that for!?'. In some cases though, it ends up being just the little spice a colorway needed.
I'm not telling you which one it was though.
 
What I am telling you, is that you're getting a shark pin-up this month (har har, see what I
did there?) .
 

IN JUNE 2020 WE'LL JUMP INTO A
TELEPORTER WITH JEFF GOLDBLUM


