
An (un)natural selection

The delicacies of waste: discarded objects take precious form in the sophisticated works of ceramic artist 
Lesa Farrant in her upcoming solo exhibition.

South Australian artist Lesa Farrant’s work for An (un)natural selection explores her interest with detritus 
in our environment. Living at Port Willunga for over ten years Lesa has developed a passion for beach-
combing and foraging. When starting out she was drawn to collect the natural gems: driftwood, rare 
shells, and corals, however over time, she became more attuned to the many other jewels washed up. 
Finding and collecting the “beautiful, yet scary” particles of sandblasted plastic treasures dotted along the 
sand and entwined throughout the clumps of brown and black sea weed, these new treasures have found 
a home within her work.

“The harder I look and the more I research the rubbish in our surroundings, the more I begin to realise that 
our so called ‘natural environment’ is not as natural as we think” Farrant says.

Using this combination of natural and human-made debris including sticks, shells, plastic bottles and 
drinking straws to create her artwork, Farrant replicates the objects using slip-cast porcelain. The delicate 
porcelain gives these once discarded object a curious and precious quality, inviting us to look upon these 
items with a new appreciation.

This new body of artworks depict an assortment of both local and introduced plant species that grow on 
the fragile sand dunes, cliff tops and urban coastal strips near her home. “Like the amalgamation of plastic 
on our beaches and in our oceans, the introduced plants and weeds have quietly and steadily invaded 
these littoral zones over time and now cohabit with the indigenous plant species” she says.

For this exhibition, Farrant notes the pleasure she finds in the architecture of Gallery Two – a glass vitrine 
gallery space. To her, this space will provide her artwork another layer of interpretation with her made-up 
species. Works that at first appear as a direct porcelain replica of a precious botanical object, will in this 
space resemble the botanical displays in museums such as those of the Museum of Economic Botany in 
the Adelaide Botanic Gardens.

Upon closer inspection, the socio-environmental commentary of Farrant’s work becomes apparent.
The seemingly precious plant species collected for treasure, are actually created from the discarded.
A selection of fragile weedy and local plant specimens of natural and unnatural constituents curiously 
coexist, to become a meditation on our human existence, our relationship with our environment, given, 
chosen, and deliberately unchosen.
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JamFactory respectfully acknowledges the traditional lands of Kaurna people and we pay respect to 
their spiritual relationship with their Country. We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the traditional 
custodians of the Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important to the 
living Kaurna people today. 

JamFactory acknowledges the support and assistance of Arts South Australia and is assisted by the 
Visual Arts and Crafts Strategy, an initiative of the Australian, State and Territory Governments.  
JamFactory is also assisted by the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding 
and advisory body.

Image: Lesa Farrant, Bursaria, 2018. Slip cast porcelain, 40cmx20cmx3cm. Image: Heidi Wolff.


