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Don’t go to the Supermarket when you are hungry.   
Likewise, better not walk into the world of Emma 
Young’s tasty glass creations. 
You’ll crave it all. 

Frog Cakes, Pie Floaters, Liquorice allsorts and 
Fruchoc bowls adorn the work space of 2nd year 
glass associate Emma Young. Adelaide born and 
raised, Emma uses South Australian icons as a 
constant inspiration for her work. These fun pieces 
exploding with colour are a true reflection of their 
vibrant maker. 

Thoroughly technique focussed, Emma also 
emphasises the fun in everything she does as well 
as a strong focus on user-centred design.  Whilst 
she has been at JamFactory she has continued 
to push her techniques in hot sculpting for 
her figurative and representational pieces. She 
attributes her concentration on technique to an 
analytical mind rather than creative, and says she 
enjoys the set of ‘rules’ linked with glass practice.
 
After a year of a Psychology degree, where she 
learnt she enjoyed the study of human behaviour 
and connections, but not so much the endless 
essay writing, Emma decided a Bachelor of Visual 
Arts might be more suited to her.  She managed 
to carry those attributes she enjoyed about 
psychology into her conceptual practice, and 
transferred into a Bachelor of Visual Arts at the 
University of South Australia where she specialised 
in glass under the supervision of Gabriella Bisetto. 
Throughout her studies, she assisted at any chance 
with invited mentors, and would learn that she 
loved assisting and in turn, also teaching glass. In 
2015 she received a scholarship to Pilchuck Glass 
School before coming to us at JamFactory to 
further establish her practice as a glass designer 
and maker. 

The creative environment of JamFactory has 
thoroughly enhanced her outlook on her practice. 
She notes masterclasses undertaken with Jen Elek 
and Nadege Desgenetez as particular highlights. 
In fact, Emma has a long list of people who have 
inspired her; but emphasises in particular the 
motivation she has felt of the empowering women 

artists and makers surrounding her here.  Recent 
2016 graduate associate Laure Fradin taught her 
to work from the heart, the support of Emma Klau 
was nurturing and encouraging in her early days 
here, and she has been inspired by the work ethic 
and drive of Clare Belfrage and attitude of Jeweller 
and Production Manager in Metal, Alice Potter.  
She is reminded of these strong characters and 
inspirations daily even, by her favourite piece of 
wearable art, a gift to her of a commissioned Alice 
Potter gold and sapphire ring. 

In 2017 Emma projects a more personal focus in 
her figurative pieces. Looking at iconography and 
representations of precious family possessions, 
nostalgia and the family home. There will be an 
emphasis on experimentation with technique, 
for example colour wraps and powder layering 
are involved in a couple of her current product 
prototypes for a vase and bowl as well 
experimenting with kiln-forming and flame-working 
techniques. Away from glass skills, she notes “a 



very important part of this year and beyond is 
building relationships with other craftspeople. 
Friendships with other associates blossom and 
professional connections flourish within the 
JamFactory program.”

Beyond the associateship, Emma anticipates 
evolving her exhibition work further through travel 
opportunities with residencies and workshops 
interstate and overseas, and exhibiting in more 
galleries. Of her product-based practice, she 
doesn’t want glass to feel “foreign and scary; 
rather, comforting and suitable for any home”. 
She would also like to see her South Australian 
based work combined with the iconic products 
they represent; “it would be a cool achievement 
to have my FruChoc bowls displayed and sold at 
Robern Menz stores”. And of further training, her 
dream would be to work closely with Nick Mount, 
“a wealth of knowledge and always willing to share, 
a tour through his glass studio blew my mind with 
the dynamic business he and Pauline run”. 

And for Generate 2017? It’s early days, but Emma 
has a few ideas in the pipeline already “you can be 
sure it will be colourful and playful enough to make 
you smile”.
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