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Working holiday? Jeweller Antonia Field might have 
found the ideal, right here in Adelaide. 

From country to sea, medical to metal, 2nd year 
associate Antonia Field has found just the fit for a 
mix of interests and skills. Growing up in Country 
Victoria trips to the beach were an at-best once-a-
year affair so a trip to the ocean always felt like a 
holiday. When she started working professionally as 
an Occupational Therapist, an appointment close to 
Ocean Grove led her again to the shores, leading to 
an interest in surfing in her spare-time. 

Seemingly called by the beaches, Antonia Field 
comes to the South Australia and the JamFactory 
after side-stepping her health-profession 
career. She completed an Advanced Diploma in 
Engineering Technology – Jewellery at Northern 
Melbourne Institute of TAFE in 2014 and went on 
to complete a residency at renowned NorthCity4 
contemporary jewellery and artist workshop. 
Working on jewellery commissions and actively 
exhibiting for the past three years she has begun 
to establish herself as a talented contemporary 
jeweller and object maker.

Reflecting on how some of her past interests have 
combined to create the practice she keeps today, 
Antonia says her background in health and OT 
trained her mind in a methodical manner; to think 
first of the bigger picture, and then focus on the 
smaller details needed to complete it.  So although 
her work is still strikingly creative, she says the 
element of experimentation and play sometimes 
evade her. This year she hopes to challenge herself 
by incorporating more colour and trying out 
materials she has not worked with before, such 
as plastics and timber. In her studio, she has hung 
small pictures by artists and jewellers such as John 
Chamberlain, Helen Britton and David Clarke as well 
as images of textural organic patterns and sea-
weeds to inspire her work. 

In her time at JamFactory she has been motivated 
by both her fellow colleagues, and the natural 
environment of South Australia. The vast coast lines 

are where she forages for the seaweeds, corals and 
objects she uses as a reference for her work. This 
year at JamFactory Antonia is particularly looking 
forward to a workshop with metal studio mentor 
Julie Blyfield; Blyfield’s detailed practice based 
on botanical specimens and forms having been a 
stimulus to her own work. 

Whilst wishing to keep a little mystery around her 
final pieces for Generate 2017, Antonia is planning 
to produce two new bodies of work. We might 
expect to see a collection of jewellery and object 
pieces that draw inspiration from her seaweed 
collection, as well as works incorporating precious 
colourful gem stones such as sapphires. 

Looking beyond the Associateship and to 
2018, Antonia looks forward to a workshop at 
JamFactory with Wales based, Japan-born Junko 
Mori, a world-leading metal artist.  She is inspired 
by the sculptural side of the Mori’s work, as this 



is something she could see herself moving into 
more in the future of her own practice. She also 
has some ideas in the pipeline for collaborative 
works that combine her OT and Jewellery skills. 
Developing a real love for Adelaide over the past 
year and a half, Antonia has no real plans to return 
to Melbourne after the Associateship and ideally 
plans for a studio of her own at JamFactory where 
she can continue to learn by working directly with 
established makers in Australia and overseas. 
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