
10 Fun Hockey Facts

1 No one can definitively say they
know for certain when hockey was
invented. Some claim it could go
back to the 1700’s.  While that
date has hardly been etched in
stone, we can look at the first
indoor hockey game that was
ever organized.

2 The Stanley Cup has been around longer
then the NHL. The Stanley Cup was
created in 1893, while the NHL was
established in 1917 — quick math says
that’s a 24-year difference.

3 Since the year 1914, the Stanley Cup has
been awarded every single year except
for two times. In 1919, it was not awarded
after members of the Montreal Canadiens
were stricken with sickness during the
Spanish flu pandemic, and in 2005, it was
not handed out after the season was
cancelled due to a lockout/work
stoppage.

4 The first NHL goal ever recorded
was on December 19th, 1917. The
goal came from Dave Ritchie of
the Montreal Wanderers in a game
against the Toronto Arenas.

5 Now, about the ice cleaning
machine — that zamboni that
goes around the ice several times
each game to make sure players
have a clean smooth piece of
ice?  That was invented in 1949 by
Frank Zamboni.

6 Out of all the names on the Stanley
Cup over the years, there are only
12 of them who are women.

The first woman was Marguerite
Norris, the president of the Detroit
Red Wings in 1954-55 when they
won.  All the women are owners or
team executives.

7
Manon Rhéaume

(goaltender) was the
first and only female

hockey player to lace
up her skates in the NHL.

8
The first million dollar

contract was signed by
Bobby Orr in 1971. The

Boston Bruins signed him
to a five-year deal, $200

000 per year.

9 The biggest hockey prank
happened in 1974 when the
Buffalo Sabres GM “drafted” a
player from Japan who never
existed, nor did the team he
supposedly played for exist.

10 The puck has a diameter of
three inches, weighs six
ounces, and they are frozen
before each game to keep
the pucks from bouncing on
the ice and out of play.
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