
Page: 64 pages
Size: 5"x7"
Trim: Perfect-bound
Publisher: Hello America 
Press
Distributed by: Distributed by: Pioneers 
Press, AK Press
Price: $12.99
Release Date: March 
2017

Rachel Bell's new book is a story of sex and recovery, drugs 
and hospitalization. In this slim but densely-packed volume 
we meet Marina and follow her as the story jumps back and 
forth through time--a broken marriage to adolescence and 
beyond. 

TheThe story begins with a crosscountry trip fleeing a cheating, 
violent husband. Bell gives us brief but evocative views of 
America as Marina navigates it: "When she stepped out of her 
car in Albuquerque she took a deep breath, her hands shaking 
from 120 milligrams of amphetamine salts, and thought, 
'Fuck Albuquerque,' as she stared into the sky which was now 
showing her stars that she had never seen. She promised the 
new stars that she would give a name to each of them." new stars that she would give a name to each of them." 

At its core Loving the Ocean Won't Keep it from Killing You 
is a survivor's story--it's about surviving rape, an abusive 
marriage, a Serbian sexual predator, and a sea of awful 
hook-ups. It's a book set in classrooms and in-patient 
recovery rooms, methy trailerparks and lonely highways. It's 
an American story--modern, unflinching, filled with a 
universe of human details (told beautifully) that make up a 
life.life. Graphically sexual and hilariously frank, this book is 
somber, wild, true, and terrifying.

Hello America is an imprint of Pioneers Press curated by San Diego-born 
author Adam Gnade (The DIY Guide to Fighting the Big Motherfuckin’ Sad, Locust 
House, Caveworld). Its mission is to give space to young writers in America 
focusing on modern realism. Publishing both poetry and prose, Hello America 
continues the work in Gnade’s own books to “show America as it is in the time 
that we lived.” The press is located on the Hard Fifty Farm in rural Kansas. 

www.PioneersPress.com and Press@PioneersPress.com

Rachel Bell is a Chicago-based writer who tours regularly both in the US and 
overseas. Her most recent title before this was Welcome to Your New Life with 
You Being Happy, a chapbook of poetry and prose poems. This is her first 
release for the imprint Hello America Press.


