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Style It Up! 
Tutorial for Vinyl Plane Jane Shoes

(for 18" dolls such as American Girl®)

In this little tutorial, Traci and I will show you how to use your Plain Jane Shoes 
pattern to make dolly shoes out of vinyl. You'll get the same great fit as the fabric 
shoes that you've made before, but now you can extend your doll's wardrobe and 
make unique shoes out of vinyl! 

Supplies
Except for the following items, the supplies are the same as listed in the original pattern.

Pattern: Plain Jane Shoes (for 18" dolls such as American Girl®). Available at LoveUBunches.com

Shoe top: 11" x 5" piece of light to medium-weight vinyl 
 (From your stash: 5.5" x 5" square for each shoe)

Low temp hot glue gun and glue sticks (Low temp is much easier to work with!)

Sewing needle and thread

18" of trim to cover the shoe base (9" per shoe)
     2 mm foam cut to 1/4"
     1/4" trim or thick ribbon

Leather or Microtex sewing needles

Note: Love U Bunches does not endorse any product or
manufacturer.

Step 1: Modify the pattern

A. Cut the inner seam allowance off the shoe pattern. 
B. Cut 1/8" off the back seam allowance on both heel edges 
of the shoe pattern.
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Let's get started !



Vinyl Plain Janes (cont.)
Tutorial with Traci Akierman

Step 2: Cut and prepare shoe 
pieces

Shoe top: Place the adjusted pattern piece on 
the WRONG side of the vinyl. Using a fine line 
chalk marker or pencil, trace the pattern and 
cut out the shoe tops.

Insoles: Refer to Step 6a in the pattern for 
directions on preparing the insoles. As much 
as I like using craft fusible interfacing for the 
soles, for vinyl shoes I suggest that you follow 
the directions for using thick cardboard or 
chipboard. The stiffness of the cardboard will 
make it easier to wrap the vinyl around the 
edge of the insole and get a good rounded toe.

Soles:  Refer to Step 8 for cutting the soles.
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Step 3: Sewing

A. Stitch around inside top opening. 
Stitch approximately 1/8" from the inner 
edge. This stitching will stabilize the 
inside opening and prevent the vinyl 
from stretching with use.

B. Overlap the heel section by 1/4" and 
stitch in place. (Remember to overlap in 
the opposite direction for the second 
shoe.) With the INSIDE of the shoe top 
facing up, stitch close to the edge. Then 
flip the shoe top so that the RIGHT side 
is facing up and stitch close to the edge.

Tip: I used 1/4" double-sided Wonder 
Tape® to hold the heel in place while 
stitching. 
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soles

insole fabric
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Vinyl Plain Janes (cont.)
Tutorial with Traci Akierman
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Step 4: Attach insole to shoe top

Before you begin this section, draw a line down the center of the insoles. Draw the line on the 
WRONG side of the insole. This will be your guideline to make sure that the shoe top is centered 
over the insole when you glue the pieces together.

Thread a needle with sewing thread and stitch a row of gathering stitches all the way around the 
bottom edge of the shoe top. Begin stitching in the middle of a long side and stitch about 1/4" from 
the edge. Stitch around the heel first. Gently pull the thread to gather the leather.  

Time for a fitting. Without glueing, place the insole inside the shoe top. If the insoles are too long, 
trim a bit off the heel. Adjust gathering so it is even all the way around the shoe top. Then, when you 
are happy with the insole fit and the gathering, tie a knot and cut the thread. 

Finally, place hot glue under the shoe top edge and glue in place. Adjust gathering at the toe for a 
smooth edge. The stitching should not show on the outside of the shoe.

Draw center guidelines 
on WRONG side of 

insoles

The fitting

Shoe top gathering adjusted 
and glued in place

Step 5: Attach the filler

Cut a small piece of scrap vinyl to fit the open area on the 
bottom of the insole. Glue this "filler" piece in place. The filler 
piece will keep the insole level and prevent it from sagging.

start
here



Vinyl Plain Janes(cont.)
Tutorial with Traci Akierman
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Step 8: Embellish (optional)

Add glue-on metallic embellishments, 
bows, or bling!

Step 7: Attach trim

Place a narrow row of glue along the 
outside edge of the base of the shoe 
and then attach the trim.

Trim options (approximately 9" per 
shoe):

      2 mm foam cut to 1/4"
      1/4" trim or thick ribbon or elastic

Note: Do not pull or stretch the 2 mm 
foam while attaching to the shoe. It 
tears easily.

Step 6: Attach soles

Refer to the original pattern and glue the soles to the shoe tops. 
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Vinyl Plain Janes (cont.)
Tutorial with Traci Akierman
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Special Thank You!
A very special thank you to Traci Akierman from 
KeLibu Designs for sharing her tips and techniques for 
working with vinyl and making dolly shoes.

Meet Traci Akierman. "I live in Calgary, Canada, with 
my husband and two children. I love designing and 
sewing for dolls. I find it very satisfying to create outfits 
in miniature and I especially love steampunk and 
fantasy clothing.  Currently, I create patterns to fit 
American Girl®, Journey Girls®, Maplelea®, Our 
Generation®, and Kidz N Cats® dolls. I will soon be 
expanding my line to include patterns for Maru & 
Friends® and A Girl for All Time® dolls. You can find 
me at: 

My Shop: www.kelibudesign.com 
My Facebook page: www.facebook.com/KelibuClothing



Please and Thank You!
When you purchase a pattern from Love U Bunches, it is meant for your personal use only. You do 
not have permission to share it, resell it, or give it to someone else in any form. Selling this PDF file, its 
contents, or giving it to someone else, is wrong and violates our copyright. You may use this pattern to 
make items to sell in your online store or website, but please give credit to Love U Bunches. 

Please note that Love U Bunches is not affiliated with American Girl® or Mattel. No endorsement is 
implied.

I’d love to see what you make with this pattern! Feel free to email me a picture along with the story 
behind the picture!

Happy Stitching!

Chris Saunders

Contact Us
If you have questions regarding this pattern, please contact me at LUBpatterns@gmail.com or 
visit our Facebook page at facebook.com/LoveUBunches. Please visit our shop at 
LoveUBunches.com.
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