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Give the names of Search the Internet 
three dams that you under country 
have been studying. headings.

Have you ever seen Download a picture 
a dam yourself? Write from the Internet, 
some sentences about it. or make a drawing.

What are the benefits Conserving water
of building a dam? Hydro-electricity

What are the potential You sometimes Download pictures 
disadvantages of need to move of the Nasser dam.
building a dam? people. 

Sometimes you 
need to move 
famous buildings.
There is too much 
silt in the Nile.

Do you think dams are Do you know about 
good or bad? Useful any dams that are being
or harmful? built now? Look on the 

Internet or askother 
pupils for information.

When you ask EAL pupils to use English in a new way you need to give
them effective support. EAL pupils become discouraged and switch off 
if they are given tasks that they don’t know how to complete.

You can provide support in various ways. When asking pupils to read 
for information, for example, you can give them a series of simple written
questions to focus their search. You can show them how to use contents
pages, chapter and paragraph headings and captions under illustrations 
to guide them towards the information they need. You can get them 
to underline the key words and key sentences in a paragraph. Finally, if their
written English is at a very early stage, you can ask them to present the
information in a number of ways. You can use a table like this as an aid:

Supporting EAL in the classroom

RESOURCES

© Copyright Fieldwork Online Training. 2002.

Resource 8: Step-by-step support for language teaching 

This type of support is called scaffolding*. Scaffolding takes many forms, 
all designed to achieve the same outcomes. It gives EAL pupils the support
they need to take part in the learning of the class. It teaches them the
English they need to take part in subject classes. You can use scaffolding 
to help students at all ability levels and of all ages.

*Scaffolding: step-by-step support for each stage of learning.


