
TThhee  lliiffee  aanndd  ppaaiinnttiinnggss  ooff  VViinncceenntt  vvaann  GGoogghh  

QQuueessttiioonnss  rreeqquuiirriinngg  yyeess//nnoo  aannsswweerrss
These questions allow EAL beginners to show their understanding using very simple answers.

Did van Gogh really cut off his ear? Yes, he did.

Did van Gogh copy real-life colours in his paintings? No, he didn’t.

Did people buy his paintings when he was alive? No, they didn’t.

QQuueessttiioonnss  ooff  ffaacctt
These are good for early learners of English. They also establish a context for later questioning.

Who was the person who made it possible for His brother Theo sent him money.
van Gogh to go on painting?

Did van Gogh paint a painting In one sitting. He sat down and painted 
in one sitting or many sittings? until he had finished.

Which great painters did van Gogh meet He met Gaugin, Seurat and Cezanne - 
in his life? and a number of others.

GGuuiiddeedd  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhaatt  ppooiinntt  EEAALL  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  tthhee  aannsswweerr
These questions lead EAL pupils to think at a higher level. They show them that it’s good 
to speculate and to have independent opinions.

Why do you think his brother went Because he loved him. Maybe he thought 
on sending money to van Gogh? he was a great painter. He thought he would 

go mad if he didn’t look after him.

Van Gogh does not use life-like colours. His paintings remind you of the places. 
Do you think his paintings look like real places? They’re not like the real places. He didn’t use

real colours. It’s how van Gogh saw the places.

Why was van Gogh’s approach to colour His colours are about feelings. He made
so important in the history of art? people feel things when they looked at his 

paintings. Other artists copied him.

OOppeenn--eennddeedd  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhaatt  aasskk  EEAALL  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  ggiivvee  ppeerrssoonnaall  ooppiinniioonnss
These questions ask them to think conceptually. You can ask them to put themselves in the place
of other people. You can ask them to apply their knowledge of one example to provide evidence
for making general comments.
The teacher can help the EAL pupil to think more deeply by asking secondary questions.

If you were van Gogh’s brother, do you think I don’t know. I would have got angry,
you would have gone on sending him money? because van Gogh never stuck at anything. 

Maybe he didn’t want van Gogh to come 
and live with him. Maybe he just wanted 
him to be happy.

Do artists’ paintings show us how they are Some artist’s paintings show how they feel
feeling at the time they make the paintings? and some don’t. Van Gogh’s do, but I don’t 
What about other artists? think Andy Warhol’s do.

Do you have to be unhappy to be a great painter? Lots of the painters I know about were 
unhappy. They had very sad lives. But I don’t 
see why you have to be unhappy to be a 
great artist. Maybe it depends on the sort 
of painting you do.
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Resource 22: Questions at different levels – secondary 


