
UUssee  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  LLiittttllee  RReedd  RRiiddiinngg  HHoooodd
(If you’re not familiar with the story, ask a colleague or look it up on the internet.)

QQuueessttiioonnss  rreeqquuiirriinngg  yyeess//nnoo  aannsswweerrss
Teachers can help EAL beginners by modelling a pattern answer.

Does Little Red Riding Hood have a blue coat? No, she has a red coat.

Does her grandmother live in a big house? No, she lives in a little cottage.

Does the wolf like eating fish? No, he likes eating people.

QQuueessttiioonnss  ooff  ffaacctt
These are good for early learners of English. They also establish a context for later questioning.

What did her mother ask her to take She wanted her to take some cakes.
to her grandmother?

What did her mother tell her not to do  She told her not to talk to anyone 
while she was walking through the forest? in the forest.

What happened next? She met a wolf.

GGuuiiddeedd  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhaatt  ppooiinntt  EEAALL  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  tthhee  aannsswweerr
These questions lead EAL pupils to think at a higher level. They show them that it’s good 
to speculate and to have independent opinions. Teachers may have to offer suggestions 
in order to draw out an answer.

Was the wolf being clever when he put Yes, because he wanted to eat Little 
on grandmother’s clothes? Red Riding Hood and he didn’t want 

her to know it was him.

What words would you use to describe the wolf? Bad, wicked, ugly, greedy, hungry.
But he’s rather clever isn’t he? Can you be clever Yes, he’s clever. He thought of the
and bad? trick. You can be clever and bad.

OOppeenn--eennddeedd  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhaatt  aasskk  EEAALL  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  tthhiinnkk  aatt  aa  hhiigghheerr  lleevveell
These questions ask EAL pupils to give personal responses. Such questions ask them to think
conceptually. You can ask pupils to put themselves in the place of a character in the story or to
use this story to draw conclusions about similar stories

If you were Little Red Riding Hood, do you think Of course, I would. Little Red Riding 
you would have realised that it was a wolf in bed Hood was stupid. This isn’t real life. 
instead of your grandmother? This is a story.

Could there be other endings to this story? Yes, there might not be a woodcutter. And 
the wolf would eat Little Red Riding Hood. 
And grandmother would die. She couldn’t 
live inside the wolf’s stomach.

Can you think of other stories where something Yes, I saw the video of Sleeping Beauty.
bad happens, but it all comes right in the end? There’s a wicked fairy who puts 
(This question leads to a discussion about plot, Sleeping Beauty to sleep and the Prince 
turning point and resolution as the pattern for rescues her in the end.
this type of writing.)
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Resource 21: Questions at different levels – primary 


