
Strategy: using home language materials in teaching about writing biography 
(adaptable for different age-groups of pupils)

MMooddeell  aannsswweerr  11::

• Search the library and talk to your EAL specialist. Does either source have simplified 
biographies in varying levels of English? (These texts are available from many English
Language Teaching publishers.)

• Does the school carry a stock of materials in the main home languages of your school? 
Does this stock include biographies? (If not, make sure that biographies are included 
in future orders.)

• Talk to the parents. Do they have biographies in their home languages? Remind them 
of sources such as encyclopaedias, guide books and sports magazines.

• Can you find age-appropriate biographies about people from the countries and cultures 
of the pupils in your school?

• Read the biographies using a variety of reading strategies.

• Discuss the key features of writing a biography. Write these features down in a simplified
form for EAL pupils.

MMooddeell  aannsswweerr  22::

• Get pupils to interview an important person in their lives in order to write 
a short biography. They can use their home language or English.

• Place pupils in pairs to write useful questions for the interview. Group the EAL pupils 
as you think appropriate, with competent users of English or with pupils who speak 
the same language.

• Suggest that EAL pupils tape the interviews so that they have time to work out the 
meaning of the answers if the interview is in English.

• Give them a grid to fill in the answers. The answers can be in the home language 
or English.

• Construct a frame with headings and questions that will help EAL pupils to write 
down their information in a biographical sequence.

• Use the frame to help them group their answers into paragraphs. The writing 
in this frame is all in English. Allow EAL pupils who speak the same home 
language to work out the answers in English.

Supporting EAL in the classroom
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Resource 20: Model approach that includes EAL pupils in higher-level
learning  


