
Some EAL pupils haven’t developed the use of their home language very
much. They probably don’t read and write the language very well. They
don’t carry out higher-level activity in this language. They don’t have a good
basis for carrying out higher-level activities in English, because they’re not
used to conceptual language.

Some people seem to be good language learners. We use phrases like this
to describe them - he has a good ear for languages or she just seems 
to pick up languages. EAL pupils are the same, some pupils learn English
more easily than others.

EAL pupils need to have a sense of self-esteem. It helps them to keep trying
in an English-speaking classroom, when they become tired and discouraged.
One of the chief factors in self-esteem is related to EAL pupils’ home
languages and cultures. If they feel that their home language and culture 
is valued, they tend to have a better sense of self-worth and motivation 
in school. 

Another factor that makes EAL pupils feel motivated and interested is how
their parents feel. If their parents are positive and supportive about their
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Resource 13: Reasons why EAL pupils may stop short of learning 
higher-level English 
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schooling in English, they feel better about themselves. They can cope
better with the frustrations and hard work of language learning.

Some EAL pupils come from education systems where only the teacher
delivers instruction and provides information. These EAL pupils may not
understand the type of teaching and learning that is typical in our schools.
They’re not used to engaging in critical thinking and problem solving 
or to asking questions in class.

In her book about teaching and learning in inclusive classrooms, Ochan
Kasuma-Powell says: ‘EAL students have to do a lot of adjusting before they
express critical thinking in the classroom. Students from authoritarian
societies who are unused to the practice of challenging ideas openly may
feel that academic freedom, expressed by student-generated questions,
challenges the teacher rather than the idea. EAL pupils need to understand
the context and factual basis of a topic. They need this understanding
before they can engage in higher-level activities.’

Some EAL pupils find it difficult to use English at a higher level. They stay 
at a basic level of expressing their thoughts in English. Teachers should
investigate all the possible factors that might be holding a pupil back. 
They should try to find out how a pupil functions in their home language.
There are many factors, besides the presence of a learning disability, that
affect the success of EAL pupils.


