
SSttrreennggtthhss

• Finds it easy to learn new things.

• Has great curiosity.  
• Works on own initiative. 
• Looks deeply into a subject.

• Can think in the abstract. 
• Loves problem-solving.

• Thinks logically and clearly. 
• Is concerned with examining evidence.

• Has a great concern for truth and the rights
of others.

• Is able to bring order and structure to
situations and problems. 

• Has wide general knowledge.
• Uses words appropriately and with precision.

• Is able to analyse and evaluate information
and apply it creatively.

• Has high standards and is very motivated.

• Very innovative and original.
• Likes to explore new ways of doing things.
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Resource 20: Strengths and problems of very able pupils 

PPrroobblleemmss

• Easily bored with repetition. 
• Has a tendency to daydream. 
• Doesn’t pay attention yet still gets all the

answers right. 
• Finds apparent slowness of others 

frustrating.

• Asks awkward questions. 
• Wants to follow own line of investigation. 
• Can seem obsessive.

• Goes from the question to the answer
without bothering to explain the process 
in-between.

• Has little or no patience with illogical beliefs. 

• Takes things to extremes. 

• Makes overcomplicated systems and rules. 
• Can be overbearing and pedantic.

• Seen as a ‘boffin’ by classmates.
• Can find schoolwork too easy and boring.

• Can be overly self-critical and set impossibly
high standards for themselves. 

• Can be impractical and given 
to over-elaboration.

• Not a ‘team player’.



• Can be over-intense and unwilling to 
switch focus.

• Oblivious of others when on task.

• Easily hurt.
• Has difficulty accepting that others don’t

share his/her moral stance.
• Can feel isolated and rejected.

• Becomes impatient with slowness/lack of
interest/understanding of others.

• Viewed as hyperactive. 

• Can be seen as anti-social and a ‘loner’.

• Can be seen as not being able to focus on
one area at a time.

• Has a ‘wandering mind’. 
• May overstretch him/herself.

• Can use humour in inappropriate situations.
• Can use humour as a defence mechanism or

to express frustration. This can be
misunderstood by teachers and peers. 
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• Is able to focus and concentrate for an
extended period if interested in subject.

• Not easily deflected from purpose.

• Highly developed sensitivity and empathy.
• Strong value system.

• Great enthusiasm and energy.
• Has a love of learning.
• Wants to work at a furious pace.

• Very independent. Is able to plan and work
on own projects.

• Has a wide range of interests.

• Has a very developed sense of humour.


